TUESDAY, JULY 11, 2023 WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
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Our Company was originally incorporated as 'Tridhya Tech Private Limited" as Private Limited Company under the provisions of Companies Act, 2013 vide Certificate of Incorporation dated February 02, 2018 bearing Corporate Identification Number U72900GJ2018PTC100733
issued by the Deputy Registrar of Companies, Gujarat. Our Company was converted in to a public limited company and consequently the name of our company was changed to “Tridhya Tech Limited” and a fresh certificate of incorporation was issued by the Registrar of
Companies, Ahmedabad dated October 25, 2022. The CIN of the Company is U72900GJ2018PLC100733.
Registered office: 401, One World West, Near Ambli T-Junction 200" S. P Ring Road, Bopal Ahmedabad - 380058
Tel No.: +919571831080; « Website: www.tridhyatech.com;  E-Mail: grievance@tridhyatech.com e Corporate Identity Number: U72900GJ2018PLC100733
Contact Person: Bhanvi Chaudhary, Company Secretary and Compliance Officer
OUR PROMOTERS: RAMESH MARAND, VINAY DANGAR AND M/S. TRIDHYA CONSULTANCY LLP
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INITIAL PUBLIC ISSUE OF 62,88,000 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF % 10/- EACH OF TRIDHYA TECH LIMITED (“TTL’ OR THE “COMPANY” OR THE “ISSUER”) FOR | C. Allocation to Non- Retail Individual Investors (After Technical Rejections): The Basis of Allotment to the Non-Retail Individual Investors, who have bid at Issue price of
CASH AT A PRICE OF 42 PER EQUITY SHARE INCLUDING A SHARE PREMIUM OF % 32 PER EQUITY SHARE (THE “ISSUE PRICE”) AGGREGATING TO < 2640.96 LAKH % 42.00/- per Equity Share, was finalized in consultation with National Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE EMERGE”). The category was subscribed by 181.63 times.
(“THE ISSUE”), OF WHICH 3,15,000 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF X 10/- EACH FOR CASH AT APRICE OF X 42 PER EQUITY SHARE INCLUDING A SHARE PREMIUM Total number of shares allotted in this category is 897000 Shares. The category wise details of the Basis of Allotment are as under:
OF % 32 PER EQUITY SHARE AGGREGATING TO ¥ 132.30 LAKH WILL BE RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIPTION BY MARKET MAKER TO THE ISSUE (THE “MARKET MAKER NU-DTStares—Number ot otatNo—ot—T—2 — Mocation per - Rationof ~ Total No.of Surplus/
RESERVATION PORTION”). THE ISSUE LESS THE MARKET MAKER RESERVATION PORTION i.e., NET ISSUE OF 59,73,000 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF T 10/- | | Sr. applied for | applications t/;t:: Shlares applied {;t:: ”“2.‘1’;‘,'33 mAppIicant allottees to shares Deficit
EACH AT A PRICE OF % 42 PER EQUITY SHARE AGGREGATING TO 2508.66 LACS IS HEREIN AFTER REFERRED T0 AS THE “NET ISSUE”. THE ISSUE AND THENETISSUE | | No. | eopr oo | oceive in each available (Befor (Atter applicants | allocated/
WILL CONSTITUTE 27.00 % AND 25.65 % RESPECTIVELY OF THE POST ISSUE PAID UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL OF OUR COMPANY. wise) catagory Rounding Off) | Rounding Off) alloted
The Face Value of The Equity Shares is ¥ 10/- Each and The Issue Price is ¥ 42/- Each. ! 0000 004 01,54 0324000 388 34571 33.03 SU0U.U0 T2 1094730000 79
? 9000 173 850 557000 095 8577 7955 3000.00 3| 1737 9000 778
ANCHOR INVESTOR ISSUE PRICE : Rs.42/- PER EQUITY SHARES 3 12000 92 452 1104000 0.68 6078 66.07 3000.00 ? 92 | 6000 =78
The Issue Price is 4.2 Times of The Face Value 115000 17 216 660000 | 040 3634 8259 T 300000 T 1443000 634
. . TN i o) 1oUUU ol 1.4/ 040000 U.39 2919 J9.1U oUU0.00 1 ol | oUUU 2/
_ . . . _ o . _ . o 6 21000 31 152 651000 0.39 3584 T15.61 3000.00 T 3T 3000 584
i.  Our Company had acquired the shares of the Concentric IT Services Private Limited and Basilroot Technologies Private Limited to 7 24000 TT7 5.75 7808000 172 15460 73214 | 3000.00 5 | 117 15000 -460
make them subsidiaries of the Company. The price paid per Equity share for acquiring the shares are higher than the Value of share as 8 27000 3 167 978000 0756 5054 148765 3000.00 ? 34T 6000 946
pervaluation report. 9 30000 44 216 1320000 087 7267 165.16 | 3000.00 ? 446000 1267
i. The average cost of acquisition of shares of Our Promoters RAMESH MARAND, VINAY DANGAR AND M/S. TRIDHYA | [ 17 | 33000 @ v.05 i ILELY I 161.77 s000.00 ! 4] < 490
CONSULTANCY LLP are< 8.74,7.72 and 0.02 respectively and the Issue Price at the upper end of the Price Band is Rs. 42 per Equity | [ ' | 9% e 059 52000 Cag23re 19617 ower T T terp o 02
Shares 12 39000 9 0.44 357000 0.2 1937 21467 3000.00 T g | 3000 1068
. _ , . . : 13 272000 Z 019 163000 0.10 925 73125 3000.00 0 4 0 925
il V\ﬁ;]ghl’;ed Tl\\t/ﬁraghe Cthtl?jf qumsfmon forall Equity Shares transacted in one year, eighteen months and three years preceding the date | |, 45000 8 0.39 s60000 | 092 1982 04775 300000 1 5 5000 T 1018
Otthe Dy allthe sharenolders. 15 43000 19 0.93 912000 055 5021 264.26 3000.00 ? 191 6000 979
Period Weighted Average Cost Jpper end of the Frice ban IS Range of acquisition price: 16 51000 3 0.19 204000 012 123 780.75 3000.00 0 3 0 123
of Acquisition (in ¥)# 'X' times the Weighted Average Lowest Price - 17 54000 7 0.34 373000 0.23 2081 29729 | 3000.00 1 7 3000 919
Cost of Acquisition Highest Price (in ¥) 18 57000 7 0.34 399000 0.24 2197 313.86 3000.00 T 71 3000 803
Last Tyear* il 0 0 19 60000 14 0B BA0000 | 052 625 | 33038 3000.00 A R L LI
LT TE THOMS 72 623 U720 TS| T8+~
Laﬁg ‘gajr’e i‘Z/ N nBonus/ssugw 6.40 U-120 22 | 72000 ? 010 TH4000 | 008 793 39650 [ 300000 [ 0 | Z 1 0 793
. The BRLM ated gth ihe ' has handled 9 public nth th tofwhich 21 losed below the 23 75000 10 0.49 750000 0.46 4129 41290 | 3000.00 T 10 3000 1129
iv. The W associated with the Issue has handled 9 public issues in the past three years, out of which 2 issue closed below the issue | | ~3000 7 0T 534000 074 1958 19973 300000 0 . 0 788
price onlisting date. | | _ | [ 8000 6 | 029 486000 | 029 2676 44600 | 300000 | 1 | 6 | 3000 324
v. The Price/Earnings ratio based on diluted EPS for Period December 31, 2022 for our Company at the upper end of the Price Band is | [ 6 84000 5 0.00 168000 010 975 16950 3000.00 0 5 0 975
7.40 as compared to the average industry peer group PE ratio as on the date of RHP is 36.37. 27 | 87000 2 0.0 174000 0.10 958 479.00 3000.00 0 2| 0 -958
vi. Weighted Average Return on Net Worth for fiscals 2022, 2021 and 2020 is 65.52% 28 90000 8 0.39 720000 0.44 3964 495.50 3000.00 1 8 3000 -964
29 93000 2 0.09 186000 0.11 1024 512.00 3000.00 0 2 | 0 1024
| | |
ISSUE OPENED ON: JUNE 305 2023 (FRI DAY) 30 96000 3 0.14 288000 0.17 1586 528.67 3000.00 i 3| 3000 1414
ISSUE CLOSED ON: JULY 05, 2023 (WEDNESDAY) 31 99000 2 0.10 198000 | 0.2 1090 545.00 3000.00 0 2] 0 -1090
32 102000 1 0.04 102000 0.06 562 562.00 3000.00 0 T 0 -562
*
PROPOSED LISTING: THURS DAY! JULY 1 35 2023 33 105000 5 0.24 525000 0.32 2890 578.00 |  3000.00 1 5 | 3000 110
*Subject to receipt of listing and trading approval from National Stock Exchange of India Limited. 34 108000 1 0.04 108000 0.06 595 595.00 3000.00 0 1 0 -595
This Issue is being made through the Book Building Process, in terms of Rule 19(2) (b) of the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Rules, 1957, as amended (“SCRR”) read with 35 111000 1 ~0.04 111000 0.06 611 611.00 | 3000.00 0 T 1 0 611
Regulation 229 of the SEBI ICDR Regulations and in compliance with Regulation 253 of the SEBI ICDR Regulations wherein not more than 50.00% of the Net Issue shall be ! -
available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Qualified Institutional Buyers (“QIBs”) (the “QIB Portion”), Further, not less than 15.00% of the Net Issue shall be available for 2? 1 1;‘288 2 888 223000 012 1;55 63;'50 - 3000.00 0 g = 0 1555
allocation on a proportionate basis to Non-Institutional Investors and not less than 35.00% of the Net Issue shall be available for allocation to Retail Individual Investors in : 34000 0. 88 644.00 3000.00 0 | 0 -1288
accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations, subject to valid Bids being received from them at or above the Issue Price. 38 120000 5] 0.24 600000 0.36 3303 660.60 3000.00 1 5 3000 -303
All Bidders are required to participate in the Issue by mandatorily utilising the Application Supported by Blocked Amount (‘ASBA”) process by providing details of their respective 39 123000 2 0.09 246000 0.15 1354 677.00 3000.00 0 2 | 0 -1354
ASBA Account (as defined hereinafter) in which the corresponding Bid Amounts will be blocked by the Self Certified Syndicate Banks (“SCSBs”) or under the UPI Mechanism, as 40 126000 3 0.14 378000 0.23 2081 693.67 3000.00 1 3 | 3000 919
the case may be, tothe extent of respective Bid Amounts. A [ 129000 i 0.04 129000 | 007 710 710.00 300000 | 0 | 1| O 710
The bidding for Anchor Investor opened and closed on June 27, 2023 Theséjoli]S;?aTPE(?eN eDcljsgA/itihorln estor application for 14,31,000 Equity Shares. The Anchor Investor 42 132000 2 0.10 264000 il 1493 726.50 3000.00 0 2 | 0 1453
iddi vV u , . y iv \] icati 31, uity ) | . :
allocation price was finalized at Rs. 42/- per Equity Shares. Atotal of 14,31,000 Equity Shares were allotted under the Anchor Investor portion aggregating to Rs. 6,01,02,000/-. 43 135000 J 0.15 405000 0.25 2230 ! 143.33 3000.00 ! S 3000 UL
DETAILS OF THE APPLICATION: 44 138000 1 -~ 0.05 138000 | 0.08° 760 _: 760.00 | 3000.00 0 ] 0 -760
The Issue has received 49,376 applications (before technical rejections and after bids not banked) for 33,09,78,000 Equity Shares (Including Market Maker Application of 45 141000 / 0.34 987000 0.61 0434 | 776.29 3000.00 2 7| 6000 566
3,15,000 Equity Shares) resulting 52.63 times subscription. The details of the applications received in the Issue (before technical rejections but after bids not banked) are as 46 144000 1 0.05 144000 0.09 793 : 793.00 | 3000.00 0 T 0 -793
follows: 47 147000 1 0.05 147000 0.09 809 809.00 3000.00 0 T 0 -809
DETAILS OF VALID APPLICATIONS RECEIVED (BEFORE TECHNICAL REJECTION AND AFTER BIDS NOT BANKED) 48 150000 11 0.54 1650000 1.01 9084 825 82 3000.00 3 1 | 9000 -84
CATEGORY NUMBER OF NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTION* 49 | 153000 2 0.10 306000 | 0.19 1685 842.50 | 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 1315
R _ AL 20l L2 50 | 156000 1 005| 156000 | 00| 859 85900 | 300000 | 0 | 1| 0 859
Retail Individual Applicants 47292 14,18,76,000 67.85 51 | 162000 5 0.25 810000 | 050 | 4460 892.00 300000 | 1 | 5 | 3000 -1460
Ron-Instllutional Investors 2064 16,37,91,000 182.59 52 | 165000 2 0.09 330000 | 0.20] 1817 908.50 300000 | 1 | 2 | 3000 1183
QIB Category (excluding Anchor Investor) 17 2,35,65,000 15.16 53 | 168000 4 0.20 672000 | 0.41 3700 92500 | 3000.00 1 4| 3000 =700
Anchor Investor 2 14,531,000 1.00 54 | 174000 1 0.05 174000 | 0.1 958 958.00 3000.00 0 1] O 958
WMarket Maker 1 3,15,000 1.00 55 | 177000 1 0.05 177000 | 011 974 974.00 3000.00 0 1 0 974
TOTAL 49,376 33,09,78,000 52.63 56 | 180000 5 0.25 900000 | 055 4955 991.00 | 300000 | 2 | 5 | 6000 1045
*Subscription time have been computed on the basis of the issue size as per the Prospectus. 57 186000 2 0.10 372000 0.22 2048 1024.00 3000.00 1 2 . 3000 952
Final Demand 58 189000 1 0.05 189000 0.12 1041 1041.00 3000.00 0 1] 0 -1041
A summary of final demand as per NSE as on the Bid/ Issue closing date at different bid price is as under: 59 198000 3 0.15 594000 0.36 3270 1090.00 3000.00 1 3 | 3000 2270
Sr. No, Bid Price Bid Quantity % of Total Cumulative Total % Cumulative Total 60 210000 2 0.10 420000 0.25 2312 1156.00 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 688
1 35 831,000 0.23 831,000 0.23 61 213000 2 0.10 426000 0.26 2345 1172.50 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 655
2 36 111,000 0.03 942,000 0.26 62 | 216000 1 0.05 216000 | 0.13| 1189 1189.00 300000 | O | 1 0 | -1189
3. 37 87.000 0.02 1,029,000 0.28 63 219000 1 0.05 219000 0.13 1206 1206.00 3000.00 0 1 | 0 -1206
Y 38 ' 138,000 0.04 1767000 039 64 222000 1 0.05 222000 0.13 1222 1222.00 3000.00 0 1] 0 -1222
5. 39 78.000 0.02 1.245.000 0.34 65 225000 1 0.05 225000 0.14 1239 1239.00 3000.00 0 1 0 -1239
6. 40 318,000 0.09 1,563,000 0.43 66 228000 2 0.10 456000 0.28 2511 1255.50 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 489
7. M 216,000 0.06 1,779,000 0.48 67 231000 2 0.10 462000 0.28 2544 1272.00 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 456
8. 49 283,419,000 77 94 285,198,000 77.72 68 234000 4 0.20 936000 0.57 5153 1288.25 3000.00 2 4 6000 847
0. 9999 81,753,000 2998 366,951,000 100.00 69 237000 9 0.44 2133000 1.31 11744 1304.89 3000.00 4 9 | 12000 256
Total 366,051,000 100.00 70 240000 3 0.15 720000 0.44 3964 1321.33 3000.00 1 3 | 3000 -964
DETAILS OF BIDS NOT BANKED ARE AS FOLLOWS: 71 243000 4 0.20 972000 0.59 5351 1337.75 3000.00 2 4 | 6000 649
72 246000 5 0.25 1230000 0.75 6772 1354.40 3000.00 2 5 | 6000 772
IRCATEGORY e ORARRNCATIONS MRS ORE O\ SPARE 73 | 252000 2 010| 504000 | 031| 2775 136750 | 300000 | 1 | 2 | 3000 225
Non-Institutional Investors 93 645000 74 | 255000 1 0.05 255000 | 015| 1404 1404.00 3000.00 0 1 0 1404
Q1B Category 0 0 75 | 261000 1 0.05 261000 | 0.16| 1437 1437.00 300000 | 0| 1| 0 1437
Retail Individual Investor's 12,086 8,62,58,000 76 | 264000 1 0.05 264000 | 0.16] 1453 1453.00 3000.00 0] 1] 0 1453
TOTAL 12179 36903000 || 77 | 267000 6 029 | 1602000 | 098] 8820 1470.00 3000.00 3| 6 | 9000 180
DETAILS OF APPLICATIONS REJECTED BY THE REGISTRAR ON TECHNICAL GROUNDS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 78 270000 1 0.05 270000 0.16 1487 1487.00 3000.00 1 1 1 3000 1513
CATEGORY NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF EQUITY SHARE 9 273000 2 0.10 546000 0.34 3006 1503.00 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 -6
Retail Individual Applicants 1460 4380000 80 276000 4 0.20 1104000 0.68 6078 1519.50 3000.00 2 4 | 6000 -78
Non-Institutional Investors 37 867000 81 288000 1 0.05 288000 0.18 1586 1586.00 3000.00 1 1 3000 1414
QIB Category 0 0 82 291000 3 0.15 873000 0.54 4806 1602.00 3000.00 2 3 6000 1194
Niarket Maker 0 0 83 294000 2 0.10 588000 0.36 3237 1618.50 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 -237
TOTAL 1291 5247000 84 297000 2 0.10 594000 0.36 3270 1635.00 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 -270
DETAILS OF VALID APPLICATIONS RECEIVED (AFTER TECHNICAL REJECTION): 22 gggggg j 8‘2‘3 f;?gggg ;Sj 164687635 122;% gggggg 2 j | 165000000 163753
Retall Ind %ATT(;\ORI t e ZZ';Z“CAT'ONS NUMBE;“;Z%U(;E; SHAEENS SUBSS:LP;'ON 87 | 306000 1 0.05 306000 | 0.19| 1685 1685.00 3000.00 [ 1 | 1 | 3000 1315
Ne a'l “t_t"'t'_ “al I"" “’ta“ S = e e 88 | 309000 2 0.10 618000 | 0.38| 3402 1701.00 300000 | 1 | 2 | 3000 402
:’;c“f SO NvesRors = S i 89 | 312000 2 0.10 624000 | 0.38| 3436 1718.00 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 436
2 . ategory . e L 90 | 318000 1 0.05 318000 | 020 1751 1751.00 3000.00 1 1 | 3000 1249
M“°k°: - : e - 91 | 321000 ) 0.10 642000 | 039 3535 176750 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 535
T;T’A:’_ aker PRy 125731 000 o130 92 | 324000 1 0.05 324000 | 020| 1784 1784.00 3000.00 1 1 3000 1216
: : e - o : ! kb T L L - 93 327000 2 0.10 654000 0.40 3601 1800.50 3000.00 1 2 | 3000 -601
Iz\ldlz.gCATION. The Basis of Allotment was finalized in consultation with the Designated Stock Exchange National Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE EMERGE”) on July 10, 94 330000 1 0.05 330000 0.20 1817 1817.00 | 3000.00 ] T 3000 1183
A. Allocation to Market Maker : The Basis of Allotment to the Market Maker, who have bid at issue price of ¥ 42.00/- per Equity Share, was finalised in consultation with = = o L LT o i 1o LRI LIV 1 ISj== 000 il
National Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE EMERGE”). The category was subscribed by 1.00 time. The total number of shares allotted in this category is 3,15,000 | | 96 | 339000 1 005 339000 | 021 1866 1866.00 | 300000 | 1 | 1 | 3000 1134
Equity shares infull out of reserved portion of 3,15,000 Equity Shares. 97 342000 1 0.05 342000 0.21 1883 1883.00 3000.00 1 1 | 3000 1117
B. Allocation to Retail Individual Investors (After Technical Rejections): The Basis of Allotment to the Retail Individual Investors, who have bid at cut off price or at or above 98 348000 3 0.15 1044000 0.64 5748 1916.00 3000.00 2 3 6000 252
the issue price of ¥ 42.00/- per Equity Share, was finalized in consultation with National Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE EMERGE”). The category was subscribed 99 351000 3 015 1053000 0.65 5797 1932.33 3000.00 D) 3 6000 203
by 65.76 times. Total number of shares allotted in this category is 20,91,000 Equity shares. 100 354000 5 0.30 5124000 130 11694 194900 3000.00 4 5 12000 306
No. of Shares No. of % to Total No. of Equity % of | Proportionate| Allocation per | Allocation per| Ratio of Total No. Surplus/ 101 357000 2 010 714000 044 3931 1965.50 3000.00 1 2 3000 931
Applied for | Applications | total Shares applied in | total Shares Applicant Applicant | Allottees | of Equity | (Deficit) ' ' ' '
(Category | Received Retail Individual Available |  (Before (After tothe | Shares 102 | 360000 2 0.09 720000 | 044) 3964 1982.00 3000.00 Jl_ 1140 2 3000 964
wise) Investors category Rounding Off) | Rounding Off)| Applicants| allotted 103 363000 2 0.10 726000 0.44 3997 1998.50 _ 3000.00 1 2 3000 -997
3000 45832 | 100% | 137496000 100% | 2091000 45,62 300000 | 4 | 263] 2091000] 0 18‘5‘ 2;2888 ; 832 %gggg 822 i?gg gggjgg 288888 1 ; gggg 191559
Total 45832 100% | 137496000 100% | 2091000 45.62 3000.00 4 | 263 2091000 0O : ' : ' L -
(Continued on next Page ...)
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Repolling in 696 booths:;
BJP, TMC in war of words

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kolkata, July 10

NO MAJOR INCIDENTS were
reported as fresh polling was
underway in nearly 700 booths
in 19 districts of West Bengal,
where voting for the panchayat
electionswas declared void, offi-
cials said.

Therepollingwas ordered in
696 boothsbythe State Election
Commission (SEC) on Sunday
evening amid allegations of
tamperingwithballotboxesand
the violence that left 15 people
dead, theysaid.

Therepolling startedat 7am
amid tight security with four
central forces personnel
deployed in each booth besides
state police. Till 3 pm, a voter
turnout of 53.95 per cent was
recorded.Votingstartedlateina
few booths as ballot boxes did
not reach on time, officials said.
These boothswill be given extra
time to complete the polling,
theysaid.

Counting of votes,including
those in the repolling, will be
heldonJuly11."Acouple of stray
incidents happened and those
were managed by the police,'an
SEC official said.

In Malda, locals blocked a
booth in Raniganj panchayat
preventing the repoll. Polling
could not be held on Saturday
too as locals boycotted the vote
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Voters outside a polling booth at Radharanipur village in Basanti block of South 24

Parganas district on Monday.

demanding therepairof aroad.

Aroadwasblocked at Tehatta
in Nadia in the morning but it
was later cleared by the police.
Voters also demonstrated out-
side a booth at Mayna in Purba
Medinipur district, he said.

State Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari said the BJP
submittedalist of 6,000 booths
to the SEC, demanding
repolling.

"False voting took place in
18,000 booths at the behest of
theTMC.Weare collectingmore
evidence. Our list was appar-
ently overlooked by State Elec-

tion Commissioner Rajiva
Sinha, but we are not surprised.
The list of booths suddenly
announced bythe SECforrepoll
was submitted byTMC,"he said.

"Detailed evidence backed
up with ample video footage
will be submitted to the Cal-
cutta High Court on Tuesday,
the day of the counting of
votes,"'he said.

TMC state general secre-
tary Kunal Ghosh alleged that
the violence on the election
daywas perpetrated by oppo-
sition parties.

"It is TMC that has suffered
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the most due to this opposition-
sponsored violence. Central
forcesdid notarrivedespitereq-
uisition by the SEC.Today's poll
has been peaceful and it proves
that the SEC has taken steps to
control the situation,'he said.

Among the districts where
repolling was being held, vio-
lence-hit Murshidabad has
the highest number of booths
at 175, followed by Malda
with 109, officials said.

No repolling was ordered
in Darjeeling, JThargram and
Kalimpong districts, they
said.

BJP looks at alliance with smaller
parties in UP for 2024 polls

LALMANI VERMA
Lucknow, July 10

HAVING ANNOUNCED THAT
it will contest the 2024 Lok
Sabhaelectionsinalliancewith
the Apna Dal (Sonelal) and
Nishad Party, the BJP is now
looking to garner the support
of smaller parties who have
influence on voters of particu-
lar castes in specific regions of
Uttar Pradesh. Sources said the
BJP state unit has started
preparing a list of such parties
and will announce tie-ups
closer to the general election.

Inboth the 2014 and 2019
Lok Sabha polls, the BJP had an
alliance with the Apna Dal (S),
which contested and won two
seats on its own symbol. In
2019,ithad alsotaken the sup-
port of the Nishad Party. Its
president Sanjay Nishad’s son
Praveen Kumar Nishad con-
tested from Sant Kabir Nagar
on the BJP symbol and won.
Parveen was earlier elected MP
from Gorakhpur on the Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) symbol, with
the support of the BSP, in a
bypoll in 2018.But, soon after,
in 2019, he hadjoined the BJP.

A senior BJP leader in its UP
unit told The Indian Express
that the BJPwas consideringlet-
ting the Nishad Party field can-
didates on its own symbol,
because the partywas demand-
ing that. He was speaking at a
programme in Lucknow on the
birth anniversary of Kurmi
leader Dr Sonelal Patel, the
founder of the Apna Dal, after
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had appealed to the crowd
to extend their support to can-
didates of the BJP,Apna Dal (S)
and Nishad Partyin 2024.Later,
when Sanjay Nishad took the

stage, he was given a rousing
welcome. On July 5,the Nishad
Party president launched the
Macchua SC Aarakshan Maha
Jansampark Abhiyan (Public
Outreach Programme for SC
Reservation of Fisherfolk), to
strengthen its base. Then on
Friday, when PM Narendra
Modilanded at Gorakhpur air-
port,Sanjay Nishad wasamong
theleaderswhowere part of the
welcome party.

The BJP has also decided it
will renew its alliance with the
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party (SBSP).

Covid cases in
India lowest
since Feb 2020

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 10

INDIA HAS RECORDED 24
new coronavirus infections,
the lowest since February
2020, while the count of
active cases has dipped to
1,431,according to the Union
Health Ministry data updated
on Monday.

The first case of coron-
avirus infection in the coun-
try was recorded on January
30,2020 from Kerala.

According to the data
updated at 8 am, the death
tollwasrecordedas 5,31,913.

The Covid case tally has
been recorded at 4.49 crore
while the national recovery
rate has been recorded at
98.81%, the Union health
ministry said.

® FLOOD FURY

POLITICS [19"

Damaged Bhuntar Valley Bridge after a section was washed away in the swollen Beas
river owing to incessant monsoon rainfall, in Kullu district, Monday, July 10, 2023. PTI

Minors booked under POCSO: Law
panel not for lowering consent age

APURVA VISHWANATH
New Delhi, July 10

WHILE THE SUPREME Court
and several High Courts have
underlined concerns over
criminalisation of adolescent
sex, the 22nd Law Commis-
sion of India is not in favour
of lowering the age of consent
for minors, The Indian
Express has learnt.

The Commission is set to
release its report on the min-
imum age of consent under
the Protection of Children
from  Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.Under the 2012
legislation, the minimum age
of consentis 18.

Sources indicated that the
Commission islikely to recom-
mend awareness measures on
adolescent health care includ-
ing making sex education
mandatory and teaching the
basics of consent under the
POCSO Actin schools.

InDecember2022,Chiefus-
tice of India D Y Chandrachud
asked lawmakers to look into
“growing concern” over crimi-
nalisation under the POCSO Act
of adolescents who engage in
consensual sexual activity.

Inhiskeynoteaddressatthe
National Annual Stakeholders
Consultation on Child Protec-
tion, CJI Chandrachud said,“As
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you are no doubt aware, the
POCSO Act symbolises all sex-
ual activity for those under the
age of 18,regardless of whether
consent is factually present
between the two minors in a
particular case.In mytimeasa
judge,I have observed that this
category of cases poses difficult
questions forjudges across the
spectrum.”

Courts have routinely
flagged cases of minors
betweentheageof16and 18,
who eloped or engaged in
consensual sexual activity,
being booked under the
POCSO law on a complaint
from the girl’s parents.

While these cases do not
necessarily result in convic-
tion of the minor boy, the
stringent lawresults in denial
of bail and protracted incar-
ceration. In December last
year, a study by Enfold Proac-

“~

tive Health Trust and
UNICEF-India found that one
in every four cases under the
POCSO Act in West Bengal,
Assam and Maharashtra con-
stituted “romantic cases”
where the victim was found
tobeina consensual relation-
ship with the accused.

Two key issues — the gov-
ernment’s proposal toincrease
the minimum age of marriage
for women and the incon-
gruity between Muslim per-
sonallawand the POCSO law -
are said to haveweighed on the
Commission’s decision.

Under the law, the age of
consent underthe POCSO Act,
the age of majority and the
minimum age of marriage for
women is common — 18 years.

In December 2021, the
Union Cabinet cleared a pro-
posal to raise the legal age of
marriage for women from 18

to 21 years to bring it on par
with men. The government
cited gender neutrality, risks of
early pregnancies and overall
empowerment of women as
reasons to increase the age of
marriage.

While this proposal is
pending, the Law Commis-
sion, sources said, is of the
view that lowering the age of
consent may be counterpro-
ductive for women. Under
Muslim personal laws, mar-
riage for girls is at puberty,
which is presumed to be at
age 15. This gap between
Muslim personal laws and the
speciallegislation is prohibit-
ing child marriage.

In February this year,
Assam arrested over 2,000
men, many in a statewide
crackdown on child mar-
riages.The arrests camein the
backdrop of a growing debate
on the minimum age of mar-
riage for Muslim girls. Lower-
ing the age of consent for sex-
ual activity under POCSO
could potentially have an
impact on this aspect too.

The Commission, headed
by Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi,
former Chief Justice of the
Karnataka High Court, is
expected to submit its report
to the government this
month.
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