
Free pass for loot and 
terror: PM hits out at TMC
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Jalpaiguri, 7 April 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi alleged on Sunday 
that the TMC desired a 

free licence for corruption and 
violence in West Bengal, which 
is why central agencies investi-
gating such cases faced attacks 
in the state. 

While addressing a rally in 
Jalpaiguri, he also claimed that 
“TMC’s syndicate Raj” prevails 
in West Bengal, and the party 
is only interested in protecting 
its corrupt leaders. “The TMC 
government seeks to have a free 
pass for looting and terror in 
Bengal. To shield its extortionist 
and corrupt leaders, the TMC 
orchestrates attacks on central 
investigative agencies when 
they come here,” he said.  
Modi’s comments come a day 
after an National Investigation 
Agency  (NIA) team was 
allegedly attacked by a mob on 

Saturdaywhen attempting to 
arrest two main suspects in a 
2022 blast case in West Bengal’s 
Purba Medinipur district. “The 
TMC is disregarding the law and 
the constitution,” he said. 

Modi mentioned that the sit-
uation in the state is such that 
“the court has to intervene” in 
various matters. 

The prime minister accused 

the TMC government of  
impeding the implementation 
of the Centre’s welfare schemes.  

TMC smells unholy 
alliance between NIA-BJP 
Alleging an “unholy alliance” 
between NIA and BJP, TMC 
said the Election Commis sion 
remains “conspicuously silent” 
to the issue.

In another rally, in Bihar, PM Narendra Modi said the Congress’ 
manifesto bore the imprint of Muslim League and utterances of 
its leaders betrayed hostility towards Sanatan Dharma

Poll outreach... 
The invitations were sent during 
the Easter week, so the BJP lead-
ership is still waiting to hear how 
many will respond from Europe. 
But confirmations have already 
come in from 15. They will be 
invited to witness the third and 
fourth phase of elections (April 
20 and May 13). 

In the past, the BJP has taken 
small groups of India-based 
diplomats to various places 
around the country to witness 
elections. The Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh Assembly 
elections were an example. Its 
leaders say this will be repeated. 

The idea behind the current 
initiative is to show the world 
how India holds elections and 
throw open its democratic cre-
dentials to scrutiny by practising 
political actors. 

Describing the upcoming 
general elections in India as the 
“biggest exercise of democracy,” 
UK Parliamentarian and Padma 
Shri recipient, Bob Blackman, 
was quoted as saying last week: 
“Obviously, the Indian election 

is massive. It is the biggest exer-
cise of democracy anywhere in 
the world. And I have a little pre-
diction for you, a majority with 
400-plus. Now the friendship 
between India and the United 
Kingdom has grown stronger 
ever since we have been involved 
in government and the BJP has 
gained power in India.” 

The BJP is not limiting itself 
to political actors. It has taken 
steps to systematically corral the 
Indian diaspora - chapters of the 
Overseas Friends of BJP (OFBJP) 
in nearly a dozen countries — to 
hold group conversations, car 
rallies, and meetings both in 
their own countries and back 
home in India. 

“Our work has two dimen-
sions: OFBJP works both inside 
the country and in India. The 
idea is to mobilise this opinion 
and create a tempo (for the elec-
tions) both inside the country 
and outside,” says Chauthaiwale. 

Members of OFBJP in several 
nation are already holding meet-
ings, work-shops, and strategis-
ing on how to take the message 
of the BJP across to voters. 

Over 1,000 will likely land in 
India over the next week. This 
number is a conservative figure. 

“There many who have 
decided to come on their own to 
work for the party and have not 
registered with us,” 
Chauthaiwale says. 

They have been asked to 
report to BJP units in areas they 
are familiar with so that they can 
be put to most use. They have 
also been told that they should 
come to India only if they can 
put aside two weeks or more for 
outreach activity.  

Chauthaiwale says the out-
reach exercise will pick up pace 
once the nomination process 
has ended. 

 However, the exercise to 
monitor elections is not limited 
to those who are sympathetic to 
the BJP.  Groups of academics, 
many of whom are of Indian ori-
gin, are also getting together to 
oversee elections. The Panel for 
Monitoring Indian Elections– 
2024 is led by Prof Rahul 
Mukherjee, Professor and Chair, 
Modern Politics of South Asia, 
South Asia Institute, Heidelberg 
University in Germany. 

 This group has already writ-
ten to the Election Commission 
of India announcing its inten-
tion: “Our goal is to observe elec-
tions as they unfold, publish 

reports, and raise concerns. In 
observing elections, we are guid-
ed by national and international 
norms and standards, and inter-
national best practices. We are 
non-partisan and independent,” 
the letter says.  

 How does the diaspora relate 
to elections back home? Seminal 
research on social and political 
attitudes of the American Indian 
diaspora in 2020 by the Carnegie 
Endowment’s South Asia Centre 
is revealing.  

 It found that the BJP was the 
most popular political party 
among Indian Americans, as 32 
per cent favoured it (compared 
to 12 per cent identifying with 
the Congress Party). 

 However, two in five Indian 
Americans did not identify with 
any Indian political party — sug-
gesting an arms-length relation-
ship with everyday politics in 
India. Two-thirds of Indian 
Americans either didn’t care or 
were opposed to the BJP. 

 Says Dr Devesh Kapur, one 
of the academics who designed 
the survey: “As in India there is 
greater support for Modi com-
pared to the BJP. But even on 
this, the percentage of Indian-
Americans holding broadly 

favourable views of Modi was  
48 per cent (in response to a 
question if they approved of 
Modi’s performance as prime 
minister) — substantially less 
than in India”. 

The South Asia Centre is 
planning a similar survey in 
August. 

 Meanwhile, as planeloads  
of Indians living and working 
abroad return to work for  
the BJP, there is little evidence 
that other parties, including  
the Congress, have equally moti-
vated supporters. 

 A Congress sympathiser in 
Australia who wanted to remain 
anonymous said he sought to 
arrange meetings to host 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
in Australia but ‘finding funding 
was a problem’. Congress sup-
porters like Sam Pitroda have 
been hosting outreach functions 
for Gandhi with the help of local 
groups. The space for hosting 
such engagements is shrinking, 
due to funds crunch. 

The BJP and the Congress 
have in the past invited foreign 
leaders to attend their oath-tak-
ing ceremonies. But rarely has 
the level of engagement been so 
high before a general election.
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11 Lok Sabha seats recorded a decrease in the number of electorate between 
2014 and 2019, including five seats in Mumbai and five seats in Uttar Pradesh. 
Mumbai North saw the steepest decrease in the country (-7.65%)
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