
3
.ll <

AHMEDABAD | TUESDAY, 23 JULY 2024



4 1
>.ll

AHMEDABAD | TUESDAY, 23 JULY 2024



IN BRIEF

TherupeedepreciatedtoanewrecordlowonMondaytrackingthe
fall inChineseyuan,saiddealers.Thelocalcurrencysettledata
newclosinglowof83.67againsttheUSdollar,aftertouchingintra-
daylowof83.68perdollarduringtheday.OnFriday,therupee
settledat83.66perdollar.TheChineseYuanweakenedafterthe
People'sBankofChinaloweredtheseven-dayreversereporate
from1.8percentto1.7percent,citingimprovedopenmarket
operationsandsupportfortherealeconomy.Marketparticipants
saidthattheIndiancurrencydidnotdepreciatefurtherasthe
ReserveBankofIndiaintervenedintheforeignexchangemarket
bydollarsales.Weakeninggreenbackandthefall incrudeoilprices
helpedtheIndianunitfromfurtherdepreciating. BS REPORTER

Rupee falls to new low
tracking Chinese yuan

IDBIBankposted40percentyear-on-yeargrowthinitsnetprofitat
~1,719croreforthefirstquarterendedJune2024(Q1FY25)duetoa
sharpdipinprovisionsandtaxes.Thebankhadpostedanetprofitof
~1,224croreinthesamequarterofFY24(Q1FY24).Netinterestincome
declined19percentto~3,233croreinQ1FY25,comparedto~3,998
croreinthesamequarterayearago.RakeshSharma,managing
directorandchiefexecutiveofIDBIBank,toldBusinessStandardthat
thedeclineNIMistobeseeninthebackdropofonetimeriseinQ1FY24
duetolargerecovery.“Now,thenetinterestmarginisexpectedtobe
between3.75–4percentinFY25,”hesaid. BS REPORTER

IDBI Bank Q1 profit up 40%
on dip in provision & taxes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 22 July

A sailor is missing after fire
broke out aboard the Navy's
multi-role frigate INS
Brahmaputra in Mumbai
dockyard, an official said on
Monday, adding the ship is
now resting on the side.

“A fire had broken out on
board Indian Naval Ship
Brahmaputra, a multi-role
frigate, on the evening of
July 21 while she was under-
going refit at Naval
Dockyard Mumbai,” an offi-
cial release said.

“The fire was brought
under control by the ship's
crew with the assistance of
fire fighters from the dock-
yard and other ships in har-
bour, by the morning of July

22. Further follow-on actions
including sanitisation
checks for assessment of
residual risk of fire were car-
ried out,” it said.

In the afternoon on
Monday, the ship experi-
enced severe listing to one
side (port side), the release
said. “Despite all efforts, the
ship could not be brought to
the upright position.

The ship continued to list
further alongside her berth
and is presently resting on
one side,” it added. “All the
personnel have been
accounted for except one
junior sailor, for whom the
search is in progress. An
inquiry has been ordered by
the Indian Navy to investi-
gate the accident,” the
release said.

Sailormissingafter fire
aboardINSBrahmaputra

Opposition slams
govtmove; Sangh,
BJP hail decision

GOVT STAFF ALLOWED TO TAKE PART IN RSS ACTIVITIES

ARCHIS MOHAN
NewDelhi,22July

The Congress on Monday accused the
Centreoftryingtopoliticisegovernment
employeesonideologicalbasisbyremov-

ingthebanontheirparticipationintheactivities
of theRashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh (RSS).

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
RSSwelcomed theCentre’s July 9officemem-
orandum (OM) — issued by the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pension —
pertaining to the participation of government
servants in the activities of theRSS.

Apart from the Congress, several other
opposition parties also questioned the move.
BahujanSamajParty (BSP)chiefMayawati said
theCentre issuedit to“appease”theRSS,which
was upset with the BJP during the Lok Sabha
polls. AIMIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi asked if the
allies of the BJP, such as the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) and the Janata Dal United (JDU),
supported thedecision.

Thewarofwordsovertheissueeruptedafter
Congress general secretary (communications)
Jairam Ramesh posted the July 9 order on X
onSunday evening.

Inhisposton‘X’,Rameshsaid:“SardarPatel
hadbannedtheRSSinFebruary1948following
Gandhi ji'sassassination.Subsequently, theban
was withdrawn on assurances of good behav-
iour. Even after this the RSS never flew the
TirangainNagpur.” In1966,abanwasimposed
—and rightly so—ongovernment employees
takingpart inRSSactivities, Rameshadded.

BJP'sITdepartmentheadAmitMalviyaalso
sharedascreenshotof theJuly9orderandsaid
that an "unconstitutional" directive issued 58
years ago has been withdrawn by the govern-
ment. Inrecentyears, someofthestategovern-
ments, such as the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment, had lifted similar bans on government
employees attendingRSSactivities.

In a post on X, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said Modi wants to politi-
cisegovernmentofficesandemployeesonide-
ological basis. This will be a challenge to the
sense of neutrality of public servants in gov-
ernment offices and the supremacy of the

Constitution, he said.
Union minister Piyush Goyal said the

Congressgovernment'sdecision in1966toban
government employees from attending RSS
activities was driven by political reasons and
termedtheSanghasanationalistorganisation.

RSS’ Sunil Ambekar said the move would
strengthen democracy. He said the RSS has
been continuously involved in the reconstruc-
tionof thenation and service to society for the
last 99 years, and it contributed to national
security.
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WAR OF WORDS

Kanwaryatra:SCstays
orderaskingeateries
todisplayownername
PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
NewDelhi, 22 July

The Supreme Court on
Monday ordered an interim
stay on the directives issued
by BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand asking
eatery owners along the
KanwarYatraroutes todisplay
thenamesof theirowners, the
staffandotherdetails, amove
theOppositionhasclaimed is
intendedtopromotereligious
discrimination.

Issuing notice to the gov-
ernments of Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Madhya
Pradesh, where the Ujjain
municipal body has issued a
similar directive, a bench of
Justices Hrishikesh Roy and
SVN Bhatti, however, said
eateries may be required to
display the kind of food they
are serving like theyare vege-
tarian or non-vegetarian.

A large number of devo-
tees travel fromvariousplaces
with 'kanwars' carrying holy
water from the Ganga to per-
form'jalabhishek'ofShivlings
during the Hindu calendar
month of 'Shravan'. Many
believers shun consuming
meat during the month they
consider holy.

The significant order
comesamidanescalatingrow
over the directives, with even
BJP ally Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) joining the chorus for
their withdrawal and opposi-
tion parties resolving to raise
the issue in Parliament.

Theoppositionhasalleged
that theorderswere "commu-
nal and divisive" and intend-
ed to target Muslims and
Scheduled Castes by forcing
them to reveal their identity,
but the BJP maintained that
the stephas been takenkeep-
ing in mind law and order
issues and the religious senti-
ments of pilgrims.

"Wedeemitappropriate to
pass interimorderprohibiting
the enforcement of the above
directives. In other words,
food sellers may be required
to display kind of food, but
must not be forced to display
names of owners, staff
employed," the bench said
andposted thematter for fur-
ther hearing onFriday.

No one appeared for the
stategovernments in theapex
court onMonday.

The top court was hearing
a batch of pleas including
those by TMC MP Mahua
Moitra, academician
ApoorvanandJhaandcolum-
nist Aakar Patel, and NGO
Association of Protection of
Civil Rights challenging the
directives. At the outset, the
bench asked senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi, appearing
forMoitra, if any formalorder
has been passed in the mat-
ter.

NEET-UG:SCasksIIT-Delhi
tosetupexpertteam
TheSupremeCourtonMondayaskedtheIndianInstituteof
Technology(IIT)Delhi tosetupateamofthreeexpertsthatwould
checkaparticularphysicsquestionaskedintheNational
Eligibility-cum-EntranceTest-Undergraduate(NEET-UG)2024
examination.

Thiscomesafterthetopcourt tooknoteofthesubmissions
fromsomeaspirantsthataphysicsquestionon‘atomsandits
characteristics’hadtwocorrectanswersandasetofexaminees,
whogaveoneparticularansweroutofthetwocorrectones,
wereawardedfourmarks.

ThepetitionerscontendedbeforeabenchheadedbyChief
JusticeDYChandrachudthatthiswouldhaveasignificant
impactonthefinalmerit listofsuccessfulcandidates.

Theexpert teamhasbeenaskedtosubmitareportonthe
correctanswerbyTuesdaynoon. SANKET KOUL
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