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NO SUCH RESERVATION GLOBALLY: BIF  BSNL narrows its
6 GHz band for Wi-Fi loss in April-June

to hit 5G, 6G: COAI

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, August 14

TELECOM OPERATORS, REP-
RESENTEDby the Cellular
Operators Association of India
(COAI), have reiterated their
stance that the spectruminthe
6 GHz band should be allotted
for mobile services and not
reserved for Wi-Fi.

Inaletterdated August 10to
newly-appointed telecom sec-
retary Apurva Chandra, COAI
said the spectrumwill be crucial
asIndia firmsupaction plan for
Bharat 6G and delicensing the
spectrumwill seriouslyhamper
the deployment of 5G and 6G
services in the country.

The letter from COAI to the
DoT secretary comes amid
ongoing meeting of the APT
Conference Preparatory Group
for WRC-23 (World Radiocom-
munication Conference) in
Brisbane, wherein a delegation
from DoT is participating. One
of thediscussionitemsisonthe
6 GHz band, on which a final
decision will be taken at WRC-
23 in December in Dubai.

COAI has urged DoT to back
the argument of telcos in the
meeting. The 6 GHz band that
includes the spectrum in the
range of 5.9-7.1 GHz has the
potential to carry high speed
data and is globally used for
offering Wi-Fi services.“6 GHz
band isthe onlyadditional con-

tiguous spectrum available in
Mid-Band for IMT (interna-
tional mobile telecommunica-
tions) beyond what has already
been putupinauction.Henceit
is important for future growth
of 5G and beyond technologies
including the roadmap for 6G
introduction in India,” said SP
Kochhar, director general of
COAL

According to Kochhar,Wi-Fi
services in India already have
sufficient spectrum in the 2.4
GHz and 5 GHz bands (totaling
688 MHz) to meet the demand
for Wi-Fi access in the 2025-
2030 period.

Further, COAI argued that
the spectrum of more than 600
MHz was delicensed by DoT in
the 5 GHzbandin 2018 and out
of the 600 MHz, 255 MHz is
completely unutilised in
absence of device ecosystem
support.Incounter,Broadband

COAI has urged
DoT to back the
argument of
telcos. The 6 GHz
band has the
potential to carry
high speed data
and is globally
used for offering
Wi-Fi services

India Forum (BIF) that repre-
sents technology firms like
Google, Microsoft, Meta and
Amazonwants the government
toeitherdelicense the complete
spectrumavailablein the 6 GHz
band for Wi-Fi or atleast give
part of the spectrum. BIF said
world-over there’s no such
reservation of spectrum in this
band for mobile services, and
anysuch movewould affect the
growth of public Wi-Fi systems
inthe country.

“Given that public Wi-Fi is
thewaytoaccelerate broadband
penetrationacross the country,
liberalisation of public Wi-Fi
through the PM-WANI scheme
isone of the important steps to
helpachieve the government of
India’s vision of Digital India
and to attain the objectives of
providing ‘Broadband for all’
said Aruna Sundararajan, chair-
person of BIF.

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, August 14

STATE-OWNED BHARAT San-
char Nigam (BSNL) has wit-
nessed a 33% sequential fall in
its revenue from operations to
%4,290 crore in the April-June
quarter. The declinein revenue,
following three consecutive
quarters of growth, can primar-
ily be attributed to a lacklustre
performanceinitswireless busi-
ness.Onayear-on-yearbasis, the
company’s revenue grew 8.3%.

The company’s net loss has
narrowed to 1,470 crore dur-
ing April-June, compared to
%2,696 croreloss in the preced-
ing quarter. The narrowing of
the loss was owing to a higher
base of last quarter,wherein the
loss had widened owing to one
time provision worth 34,573
crore foradjusted grossrevenue
(AGR) dues to the government.
Even as the total expenses of
BSNL during the quarter fell
15.3% g-0-q to X6,108 crore,a
significant fall in revenue also
weighed on the bottomline.

Of the 6,108 crore,
employee cost,which includes
salaries, wages, allowances and
other benefits was at 31,940
crore,afall of 4.6% g-o-q.

Nearlyhalf of BSNLsrevenue
goes towards meeting the
employee cost. Therefore, a fall
in this expense is crucial for the
company to be profitable, ana-
lysts said.Weakness in the
topline of BSNL largely was due
tofallinrevenues from thewire-
less business. The company's
revenue from wireless business
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MW Revenue from
operations fall 33%
g-o-q fall to 24,290 cr
in April-June quarter

M BSNL's Arpu per
month was around %85
in April-June,
compared to 86 in
the preceding quarter

fell 3% g-o0-qto 31,350 crore.
The weakness is this busi-
ness can be attributed to a con-
tinuous loss of mobile sub-
scribers by BSNL owing to weak
network servicesand absence of
4G services. As of May-end,
BSNLhaslostabout 12.9 million
mobile subscribers in 17 con-
secutive months, according to
Trai data. The subscriber base
was at 101.4 million as of May
end. BSNL'’s active subscribers
are nearly half of its total sub-
scribers,according to Trai data.
According to estimates,
BSNL average revenue per user
per month was around X85 in
April-June, compared to ¥86 in
the preceding quarter. In com-
parison, Airtel’s Arpu recently
touched %200, whereas Jio’s
Arpuwasat180.5.
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TCS signs strategic
deal with Lexmark

SAMEER RANJAN BAKSHI
Bengaluru, August 14

migration,data modernisation
and application modernisation
coupled with new digital tech-
nologies such as Al continue to
drive growth.”

It added, “TCS’ investments
in deepening competencies
and building new capabilities
haveyielded good results.Itisa
launch partner for the hyper-
scalers in multiple new tech-
nology launches, including
generative Al”

TCS has around 148,000
employees with hyperscaler
cloud certifications, one of the
highest in the industry.

To assist Lexmark, TCS will
design a state-of-the-art busi-
ness-aware command centre
that will monitor critical busi-
ness processes end-to-end
across the operations stack,
including applications, data,
infrastructure and network,
the company said in a filing to
the BSE.

V Rajanna, global head,
technology, software, and ser-
vices business group, TCS, said,
“We are delighted to partner
with Lexmark on this strategic
initiative to transform their
applications and infrastruc-
ture portfolio driving business
agility and faster time to mar-
ket.Ouragile innovation Cloud
will enable sustained ideation
and innovation aligned to Lex-
mark’s growth and transfor-
mation imperatives.”

CONTINUING ITS DEALwins
in Cloud services, Tata Consul-
tancy Services (TCS) signed a
strategic deal with global imag-
ing and internet of things (IoT)
solutions provider, Lexmark, to
transform its enterprise appli-
cations, accelerate its Cloud
journey, and scale up its inno-
vation program.

As part of this deal, TCS
would move Lexmark’s com-
plex on-premise workloadstoa
public Cloud and will design a
new agile operating model,
leveraging automation and
infrastructure-as-code.

Lexmarkhas embarked ona
journey to transform into a
global leader in Cloud-enabled
imaging and IoT technologies.
In April this year, TCS
announced that it will simplify
Markand Spencer’s technology
landscape and modernise its
core business systems with a
Cloud-first and composable
platform strategy.

While the company didn’t
disclose the deal value, reports
attributed the deal value at §1
billion.

During its June quarter
earnings announcement, the
company said that “clients con-
tinue to invest in building a
strong cloud foundation for
business innovation. Cloud

APSEZ naming new
auditor gives some
comfort: Jefferies

RAJESH KURUP
Mumbai, August 14

ADANI PORTS &Economic Zone
(APSEZ)appointinganewauditor
following the resignation of
Deloitte Haskins & Sells gives a
certain level of comfort to
investors. Generally, auditor res-
ignations see negative stockreac-
tions, but it being replaced with a
“reputed auditor” gives some
comfort,according to a report by
investment bank and financial
services firm Jefferies.

The Adani group company on
Saturdayannounced theappoint-
ment of MSKA & Associates as
statutory auditor. The new audi-
tor is an independent member
firm of BDO International and
also audits a number of Nifty50
firms,including HDFC Bank.

BDO International is consid-
ered among the top six auditors
globally, compared to Deloitte
which is considered among the
top four, the note said.

Deloitte,whichresigned asthe
auditor of APSEZ, had sought an
independent external examina-
tion of US-based short-seller Hin-
denburg Research’s allegations.A

January 24 report by Hindenburg
had accused Adani Group of sig-
nificant governanceissues,which
thelatter had denied.

Separately, according to
sources close to Adani Group,
APSEZ is examining the auditor’s
resignation,whichwas“arbitrary”
and much ahead of end of the
tenure.The groupislookingat the
financial implications and per-
ception in the market following
the resignations, and would take
a “measured approach”. They,
however,did not elaborate on the
actions. The audit committee (of
APSEZ) was of the view that the
grounds advanced by Deloitte for
resignation as statutory auditor
were not convincing or sufficient
to warrant such a move, APSEZ
audit committee chairman Gopal
Krishna Pillai had said
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