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Cong asks why CCI was ‘passive’ 
as Adani built monopolies
The Congress on Wednesday questioned the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI) over its approval of all acquisitions by 
the Adani group, asking why such institutions “remained 
passive” as the firm built “monopolies” in critical infrastructure 
sectors, raising prices at consumers’ expense. “The CCI should 
have also had the courage to address how the PM's other 
favourite business conglomerate is acquiring companies and 
reducing competition across various industries," Congress 
General Secretary In-charge communications Jairam Ramesh 
said in a post on X. PTI

Former Jharkhand chief minister Champai Soren on Wednesday 
said he would not quit politics, asserting that an option to float a 
new political outfit was always open to him. Soren said he was 
firm on his plans after “facing humiliation at the hands of 
leaders of JMM”, a party to which the veteran leader claimed 
that he devoted his entire life. “It is a new chapter of my life. I 
won't quit politics as I have received lots of love and support 
from my followers. I had mentioned three options - quitting 
politics, organisation or friend. I will not quit politics. I may form 
a new outfit," he said. PTI

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and Congress 
President Mallikarjun Kharge arrived in Srinagar on Wednesday 
on a two-day visit to Jammu and Kashmir to take stock of the 
party’s preparations for the upcoming Assembly polls, beginning 
September 18, in the Union Territory and explore a likely alliance 
with the National Conference (NC). The two will engage in talks 
with party leaders and workers of 10 districts on Thursday. They 
are also likely to meet NC leadership to discuss a possible pre-poll 
alliance, party sources said. But, J&K Congress Committee 
president Tariq Karra said the visit has no relation to it. PTI

To ensure a level-playing field in the Haryana Assembly Polls, the 
Election Commission (EC) on Wednesday barred authorities in the 
state from announcing the results of ongoing recruitment 
processes of police constables and teachers till the election is 
over. The Assembly elections results in Haryana will be declared 
on October 4. The EC’s model code instructions do not bar the 
continuing regular recruitment process or promotion through 
the UPSC, the state public service commission or the staff 
selection commission. But “recruitments through non-statutory 
bodies will require prior clearance of the commission”. PTI

Won’t quit politics, open to 
floating new outfit: Champai 

EC halts result of recruitment 
test in Haryana till polls end 

Rahul, Kharge reach J&K on 2-day 
visit for Assembly poll preparation

Andhra to woo investors 
armed with green policy
Brookfield to pump ~50K cr into developing renewable energy project
ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 21 August 

The Andhra Pradesh government on 
Wednesday said it has prepared an 
‘integrated renewable energy pol-

icy,’ which is likely to be unveiled later 
this month. Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu and state energy 
minister G Ravi Kumar held a meeting on 
Wednesday to discuss the finer contours 
of this policy. 

The policy will cover solar, wind and 
hybrid, energy storage, green hydrogen 
and its derivatives, biofuels, and electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure. 

The announcement came close on the 
heels of global investment giant 
Brookfield proposing to invest over 
~50,000 crore in the state in the next  
three to five years to develop renewable 
energy infrastructure via Evren, a joint 
venture between Brookfield and Axis 
Energy group.  

Naidu and Ravi had met a  
delegation from Brookfield in Amaravati, 
including Managing Director Nawal Saini, 
on Tuesday.  

According to officials, Evren aims to 
install 1,380 megawatt (Mw) of solar power 
capacity and 1,640 Mw of wind power 
capacity by 2026. It already operates 210 
Mw of wind power assets in Andhra 
Pradesh. The joint venture aims to add 
828 Mw of solar power capacity and 204 
Mw of wind power capacity in 2027. 

It also plans to install 1,311 Mw of solar 
power capacity and 3,300 Mw of wind 
power capacity beyond 2027 with the 
ambition to achieve 8,873 Mw of joint solar 
and wind capacities. 

Earlier this week, state education, 
information technology and  
electronics minister Nara Lokesh met rep-
resentatives of Hon Hai Precision 
Industry, or Foxconn. 

Lokesh told them that the state gov-
ernment was working on a “novel elec-
tronics policy”.  

He asked them to set up a “mega man-
ufacturing city” in Andhra Pradesh. 

Foxconn representatives said they 
were keen to set up an electric vehicles 
manufacturing unit, semiconductors, dig-
ital health, and manufacturing compo-
nents units in Andhra Pradesh. 

On Wednesday, Naidu met represen-
tatives from World Bank and Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) on the recon-
struction of Amaravati.  

“I have invited both banks to partner 
with us in this endeavour to create a futur-

istic capital city for Andhra Pradesh,” the 
Andhra Pradesh CM posted on X. 

Ever since Naidu has taken over the 
reins, his government has been keen  
to spur the state’s economy by improving 

the investment climate and boosting  
jobs creation.  

The Telugu Desam Party’s key poll 
promise was to create two million jobs in 
the state over the next five years.

BJP set to win unopposed on  
nine of 12 Rajya Sabha seats
ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 21 August 

The 12 vacancies in the Rajya 
Sabha (RS) are set to be filled 
without voting, which will see 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) win nine seats, includ-
ing two that it will wrest from 
the INDIA bloc, helping it inch 
closer to a 100 seats by the 
winter session in the 245-
member Council of States. 

The BJP is currently at 87 
seats in the RS. It is set to 
retain six seats and gain three 
— two from the Congress and 
one from the Biju Janata Dal 
(BJD). The Ajit Pawar-led 
Nationalist Congress Party 
and Upendra Kushwaha-led 
Rashtriya Lok Morcha, both 
constituents of the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), 
are set to win a seat each from 
Maharashtra and Bihar. 

In addition to these dozen 
vacancies, there are four 
vacancies in the nominated 

category. The BJP could reach 
the 100 mark if these nomi-
nated members opt to join the 
party within six months. 
Currently, of the existing eight 
nominated Members of 
Parliament (MPs), two are 
with the BJP.  

These gains would bring 
the NDA’s tally close to the 
halfway mark in the RS by the 
winter session. The BJP had 

100 seats in the Upper House 
in 2022. 

The Congress, on the other 
hand, is set to lose two seats 
and could have been at risk of 
losing the status of the Leader 
of Opposition for its party 
leader in the House, but for 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
MP K Keshava Rao quitting his 
seat. Rao’s resignation from 
Telangana has helped the 

Congress send Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi to the RS from 
that state. This will keep its 
strength at 25 despite losing 
two seats, one each from 
Haryana and Rajasthan, to the 
BJP. Its INDIA bloc ally, the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal, will also 
lose a seat to the NDA. 

The process of filing nomi-
nations to fill the dozen 
vacancies in the RS concluded 
on Wednesday evening. With 
12 candidates having filed 
their respective nominations 
for as many vacancies, they 
are set to be elected unop-
posed after the scrutiny of 
their nomination papers on 
Thursday. Voting, if required, 
will take place on September 
3. Of the 12 vacancies, 10 arose 
because these RS MPs were 
elected to the Lok Sabha in the 
recently held general elec-
tions, including the BJP’s 
Piyush Goyal, Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, Sarbananda Sonowal, 
Biplab Deb. 

Sembcorp leads ₹69K crore 
investments in Tamil Nadu

SHINE JACOB 
Chennai, 21 August  

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin 
on Wednesday laid the foundation 
stone of 28 industrial projects with a 
total investment of ~51,157 crore and 
inaugurated 19 additional projects with 
an investment of ~17,616 crore. The big-
gest of them was a green ammonia plant 
to be built by Singapore-based energy 
producer Sembcorp Industries for 
~36,238 crore. 

The plant, which is coming up in the 
southern state’s port city of Tuticorin, 
will export zero-emission fuel to Japan 
and is expecting to produce 200,000 
tonnes of green ammonia per annum. 

The company said in a statement 
that Nippon Yusen Kabushiki Kaisha 
will oversee the maritime  
transportation of green ammonia from 
India to Japan. 

The deal was signed between 
Sembcorp Green Hydrogen Pte Ltd., 
Kyushu Electric Power Company, Sojitz 
Corporation and Nippon Yusen 
Kabushiki Kaisha to build and export 

the gas. 
“Tamil Nadu was the pioneer in 

wind energy; now it is set to be the pio-
neer in hydrogen as well. Our invest-
ment in the state reflects the deep rela-
tionship between India, Singapore and 
Japan,” said Vipul Thuli, chief executive 
officer (South Asia), Hydrogen Business, 
SembCorp Industries.  

The 47 projects are likely to create 
over 100,000 jobs.  

 Other major projects that were inau-
gurated on the day include ~2,600 crore 
unit by Motherson Electronic 
Components in Kancheepuram, ~3,500 
crore L&T Innovation Campus in 
Chennai, ~2,850 crore unit by TVS 
Indeon (Lucas TVS) in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, ~2,000 crore industrial park by 
Jurojin Developers (House of 
Hiranandani) in Kancheepuram, and 
~1,411 crore investment by Sundaram 
Fasteners in Chengalpattu.   

In January 2024, the state had 
signed 631 MoUs worth ~6.64 trillion 
with several companies, as part  
of the third edition of the Global 
Investors’ Meet. 

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin (centre) with Sembcorp Chairman Vipul Tuli (second from 
left) and state Minister for Industries TRB Rajaa (left) in Chennai on Wednesday
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