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UP kicks off massive
football infra upgrade
Plans18stadiums,1,000footballgrounds
VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 13 September

T
he Uttar Pradesh
government is
planning to
develop 1,000

playgrounds and 18 sta-
diums to promote the state
as amajor football hub.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has identified
sports as a form of soft
power to galvanise the state
into a $1-trillion economy.

“Under Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s leadership,
sports in India have wit-
nessed remarkable growth
over the past decade. The
Khelo India initiative has
beenakeydriver. 1,000foot-
ball-specific playgrounds
are being established in the
state,” he said.

On September 2, the KD
Singh Babu Stadium in
Lucknow hosted an exhi-
bition match between
Mohun Bagan and East
Bengal, a first in the state
capital.

The chief minister, who
was the chief guest, said the
state has aligned itself with
thePM’ssportsmission,and
isconstructingplaygrounds
in57,000villagepanchayats
across 75 districts in the
state. The AIFF was
reportedly sceptical over
Lucknow being the venue
for the derby match owing
totheabsenceofadedicated
football stadium.

However, when AIFF
president Kalyan Chaubey
met Yogi, the CM assured
him of providing the
required infrastructure for
thematch.

TheUPgovernment ren-
ovated the K D Singh Babu
Stadium in three weeks,

opening the floodgates for
more matches in Lucknow,
going forward.The state is
also developing mini-sta-
diums in nearly 825 devel-
opmentblocksaswellasfull-
scalestadiumsin75districts.

Topromote sports,more

than 500 athletes who won
medals in the Olympics,
Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games and World
Championships have so far
been recruited in govern-
ment jobs.

Apart from football, the
state government is also
promoting aspirational
sports like car racing and
bike racing.

Recently,UPofferedland
to Italian superbike maker
Ducati to develop a motor-
cycle race track.

Nodal agency Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA) has offered a 200-
acre free land parcel to
Ducati under a public

private partnership (PPP)
model near the upcoming
Jewar InternationalAirport.

Earlier,YEIDAfacilitated
the development of Buddh
International Circuit in
Greater Noida for F1 racing.

UP government has said
it will host the 2nd edition
ofMotoGP – the Grand Prix
motorcycle racing cham-
pionship– inGreaterNoida.

In July, the Yogi
Adityanath government
inked a deal with Dorna
Sports, the commercial
rights holder for MotoGP,
thus facilitating the return
of the flagship motorsports
event to the Buddh
International Circuit in
March 2025.

GOOGLE EXPERIMENTS
DESKTOP WINDOWS
FOR ANDROID TABLETS
Googleisexperimentingwith
desktopwindowingonAndroid
tablets,offeringuserstheabilityto
runmultipleappssimultaneously
andresizeappwindowsfora
desktop-likeexperience.This
featureiscurrentlyavailablein
developerpreviewandisaimedat
enhancingmultitaskingcapabilities
onAndroidtablets.

OpenAI unveils
o1-seriesAI
models
OpenAIhasunveiledtheo1-series
AImodels,aimedatsolvingmore
complexproblemsinscience,
coding,andmathematicsthan
previousiterations.Theseries
includestheo1ando1-mini
modelsandiscurrentlyavailable
inpreviewforChatGPTPlusand
Teamsubscribers.OpenAIplansto
releasetheo1-minimodelsoonfor
free-tierChatGPTusers.

Realme P2 Pro 5G
smartphone
launched
RealmehaslaunchedtheP2Pro5G
smartphone,featuringthe
QualcommSnapdragon7sGen2chip
anda6.7-inchcurvedAMOLED
displayofa120Hzrefreshrate.Priced
from~21,999,thesmartphonecomes
inconfigurationsofupto12GBRAM
and512GBonboardstorage. Itwillbe
availableforpurchaseduringan
earlybirdsaleonSeptember17
from6to8pm

mybs.in/tech
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Aflawedgeniusorasycophantic
“enabler”foraderangeddespot?The
juryisstilloutasoneturnsthelastpage
ofChenJian’smonumentalbiography
ofthelateChinesePremierZhouEnlai.
Thebookisthelifestoryofoneof
China’smostwell-knownandmuch-
admiredpolitical leadersbutintimately
intertwinedwithit isanengrossing
chronicleofChina’sturbulenthistoryin
the20thcentury.Morethanthat, the
bookisalsoaportrayalofChina’stop
leader,MaoZedong,asbothavisionary
andacruelandruthlesstyrant,andhis
complicatedrelationshipwithZhou
Enlai.TheextensiveuseofChinese,
Sovietandotherarchiveslendsitarare
authenticity.

Zhouisportrayedasanintellectual
sophisticate,aninstitutionbuilderand
temperamentallyhewingtoamoderate
andmiddlecourse.BeforeMao
launchedhisdisastrousGreatLeap
Forwardin1959,Zhourepeatedly
advisedagainst“arashadvance,”for
whichMaomadehimthetargetof
severecriticism.Buttimeandagain,
Zhousubmittedtoandwillingly
followedMaointhelatter’sreckless
campaignstotransformChinaandthe
ChinesepeopleintoaCommunist
utopiaspawnedbyhisfevered
imagination.Thisenabledhispolitical
survivalbutatgreatpersonalcostand
lossofdignity.Wasthereahigher
purposetothis inordinatesacrificeand
self-effacement?

Zhou’spatriotismand
commitmenttoChina’s
national interestandeconomic
advancementisnotindoubt. It
isalsotruethatweseehim,
timeandagain,pickingupthe
piecesandtryingtorestore
orderaftereachchaoticphase
unleashedbyMao;of
protectingcriticaland
sensitiveinstitutionsand
personnel, forexamplein
China’snuclear industry.Hemanaged
China’sexternalrelationsinthese
turbulenttimeswithrareskilland
diplomaticfinesse.Hewasareassuring
andstatesmanlikefigureonthe
internationalstage.Healsoemerges
unexpectedlyasChina’schief
“spymaster”havingbuiltupsingle-
handedlytheintelligencewingofthe
partyandlatertheChinesestate.China
owesagreatdealtohimbutthequestion
remains:Couldhehaveusedhis
immenseprestigeandleadership
positiontoresist theworstofMao’s
destructiveurges,workingtogetherwith
othersenior leaders?

AfterthefailureoftheGreatLeap
Forward(1959-62)andthewidespread
faminethatravagedthecountrysidein

itswake,Maowasrelegatedtothe
“secondlineof leadership”anditwas
PresidentLiuShaoqi,ZhouEnlaiand
DengXiaopingamongotherparty
leaderswholedtherecovery.Couldthey
havemarginalisedhimaltogether?Chen
Jianbelievesthat
theycouldnot
becausepolitical
legitimacyin
CommunistChina
wasdeeply
embeddedinthe
personofMaoasthe
leaderofthe
revolution.ChenJian
referstothestrange
chemistrythatbound
MaoandZhou
together.Zhoumay
haverespectedMao
astheundisputed
political leaderand
militarygenius,but
hewasalsodeeply
fearfulofMao.The
bookrelateshowon
oneoccasion,Mao
wasseriouslyilland
hadbecome
unconscious,
seeminglyaboutto
die.Zhouwaspresent
whenthishappened
andheliterallypeed
inhispantsand
soiledhimself.Heseemedtobe
overwhelmedbyfearattheprospectof
Maodying.WhenMaorecovered,Zhou

saidtohimthatpower
remainedinhis(Mao’s)hands.

Zhouhimselfwasillwith
cancerinthelast fewyearsof
his life.Maodeniedhiman
earlysurgicalprocedurethat
mayhaveat leastprolongedhis
life.BurZhousoldieredon,
tryingtorestorepolitical
stabilityandbringabout
economicrecoveryafterthe
worstravagesofMao’sGreat

ProletarianCulturalRevolution(1966-
76).Hismostsignificantcontribution
wastheopeningtotheUSandtheWest.
ThevisitofthenPresidentRichard
NixontoBeijinginFebruary1972,and
theShanghaiCommuniqueadopted
duringthevisit, transformedthe
geopoliticalsituationinChina’sfavour,
restoreditsseatasapermanentmember
oftheUNSecurityCouncilandsetthe
stageforChina’ssubsequentspectacular
economicsuccess,supportedby
infusionsofforeigncapitaland
technology.

TherealisationoftheFour
Modernisations(agriculture,industry,
defence,andscienceandtechnology)that
Zhoureiteratedinhislastspeechatthe
ChineseNationalPeople’sCongressin

1975,justmonthsbeforehisdeath,
becametheprecursortoDengXiaoping’s
economicreformandopening-up
programmelaunchedin1978.DidZhou’s
visionforChinawinoutoverMao’s?
China’spresentleader,XiJinping,maybe
harkingbacktotheMaoerainseekinga
highlycentralisedandpersonalpower,
andresortingtothesamemass
mobilisationtechniquesthatMaohad
perfected.Thereareechoesofthepast,
andChina’strajectoryremainsuncertain.

Thereareinterestingdetailsabout
Sino-Sovietrelations.Forinstance, there

aredocumented
referencestoa
Chineserequestto
Moscowfor
assistanceinmaking
nuclearbombsand
theinitialSoviet
readinessnotonlyto
assistwithpersonnel
trainingand
materialsbutalso
supplyadesignfora
nucleardevice.The
Sovietswithdrewthe
offeroncethey
signedthePartial
TestBanTreatyin
1963.

Thebookhasa
recordnotfound
elsewhereofHenry
Kissingeroffering
Zhoua“hotline”
throughwhichtheUS
couldconveytimely
warningtoChinaof
anySovietmissile
launchesagainst
China.Zhouseemsto
havegivenhisgo-

aheadbutwasseverelyreprimanded
whenMaolearntofthis.Maosawthisas
China“capitulating”totheUS.Zhouwas
criticisedbytheradical leftwing, ledby
Mao’swifeJiangQing,asa
“capitulationist”.Thisseemstohave
causedhimdeephurt;onhisdeathbed,
heprotestedtohisvisitorsthathewas
“notacapitulationalist”.

Theproposalwasneverfollowedup.
Readerswillbeparticularly

interestedinthesectionsrelatingto
India.ThemainelementsoftheIndia-
Chinastoryarewell-knownandChen
Jian’saccountconfirmsthem.TheTibet
revoltof1959andtheasylumgivento
theDalaiLamainIndiasignificantly
heightenedthreatperceptionsinChina.
Borderskirmishesbegantobeseenas
IndiaattemptedtosubvertChineserule
inTibet,howevermisplacedthese
perceptionswere.Zhouseemstohave
beengenuinelytakenabackbywhathe
sawasJawaharlalNehru’srigidand
uncompromisingpositionontheborder
issue,perhapsnotrealisingtheIndian
primeminister’sdomesticpolitical
compulsions.

This isoneofthemost informative
piecesofhistorywritingon
contemporaryChinaandwill remaina
referenceworkforalongtimetocome.

The reviewer is a formerForeignSecretary
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GPSdatacollectiononlyonNHs,
saysgovtamidprivacyconcerns
DHRUVAKSH SAHA
NewDelhi, 13September

Amidconcernsoverdataprivacy
in the proposed GPS-based toll
collection system, alsoknownas
Global Navigation Satellite
System (GNSS) toll collection,
highways secretary Anurag Jain
has clarified that data collection
will only be limited to national
highways.

The implementation of this
toll collectionsystem,whichwill
eventually eradicate toll booths,
necessitates the fitting of an on-
boardunit (OBU) ineveryvehicle
thatcantrackavehicle's location
in real time.

The Centre will eventually
mandate OBUs in every vehicle.

“Ondataprivacy,weareabso-
lutely clear. Your signal will be
captured the moment you enter
the national highway, and the
momentyouexit,yoursignalwill
stop being captured,” Jain told
Business Standard during a
media interaction on Thursday.

On concerns whether stake-
holders involved in the transac-
tionsuchasOBUmanufacturers,
banks, and insurers couldaccess

real-time location data at all
times, and not just on national
highways, Jain said, “They’ll
have a contractual obligation
withus (not to trackatall times).”

“Data about thewhereabouts

of vehiclesonnationalhighways
is collected by us even today,
since vehicles are passing
through toll gates. Just that it
isananonymisedandaggregated
form,” the secretary told
Business Standard.

Incommercialvehicles, even
fleet owners track their vehicles
through the unified logistics
interface platform (ULIP),
he said.

Any data sharing in GPS-
based systems would have
to honour data protection regu-
lations.

“Whenever an IT system is
built, a grievance redress mech-
anism is built in tandemwith it.
We have built systems like UPI
andONDCwith efficiency,” Jain
said.Hewasaddressingconcerns
of technological issuesorvulner-
abilities causing inconvenience
to vehicle owners.

Government sources said
that the ministry is currently
undertaking detailed studies on
European and other countries
where GPS-based toll collection
is in force, and trying to assess
the feasibility of the policy on
commercial vehicles vis a vis

passenger vehicles, keeping in
minddata sharing issuesaswell.

Ever since Union Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari first
announced plans for location-
based toll collection across the
country,expertshaveraisedcon-
cerns overt data privacy and the
scope formisuse.

“GPS location data of cars or
other vehicles is of course not
purelynon-personaldata. It can-
not be divorced from the person
driving that vehicle or in that
vehicle. This is because it is geo-
location data of the person also.
And, the car is also able to amass
a lot of other personal informa-
tion too. You sometimes sync
yourcontactwith the inbuilt sys-
tem inside the car. So, there are-
many ways in which a car man-
ufacturer can amass data from
you. It’snotpurelynon-personal
data, and there is an implication
for individuals,” Disha Verma,
workingfor theInternetFreedom
Foundation, had told this paper
in June.

Theministry has also consti-
tuted an expert committee to
deal with issues of data privacy
whichmay arise.
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“YOURSIGNALWILLBE
CAPTUREDTHEMOMENT
YOUENTERTHENATIONAL
HIGHWAY,ANDTHE
MOMENTYOUEXIT,YOUR
SIGNALWILLSTOPBEING
CAPTURED”
ANURAG JAIN
Secretary,MinistryofRoad
Transport AndHighways

Uttar PradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathduring a footballmatch
betweenMohunBaganandEastBengal at theKDSinghBabuStadium in
LucknowonSeptember 2 PHOTO: PTI/FILE
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