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Record MPs suspended: 
78 in a day, 92 in session

Saudi Arabia top destination for 
workers skilled under SIIC: Govt

ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 18 December 

S
eventy-eight Opposition MPs were 
on Monday suspended from 
Parliament — the highest in a single 

day — for their unruly conduct and dis-
rupting the proceedings as they persisted 
with demanding that Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah make a statement on 
the December 13 security breach. 

The Opposition criticised the govern-
ment action as “murder of democracy” 
and the action being evidence of “extreme 
level of dictatorship”. 

The Monday’s action has taken the 
total of MPs suspended from Parliament 
to 93, including Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)’s 
Rajya Sabha member Sanjay Singh. 

On Thursday, the two Houses suspend-
ed 14 MPs, including 13 from the Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha’s Derek O’Brien, when 
they were demanding a discussion on the 
security breach. Two protesters had 
jumped into the Lok Sabha chamber and 
opened smoke cans. Of the 95 MPs the 
INDIA bloc of parties have in the Rajya 
Sabha, 45 were suspended on Monday, 
and one on Thursday. Another MP, Sanjay 
Singh, is currently in jail. Of the Opposition 
bloc’s 133 Lok Sabha MPs, 46 stand sus-
pended, including 33 on Monday and 13 
on Thursday. Of the 45 Rajya Sabha MPs, 
34 have been suspended for the rest of the 
winter session, which concludes on Friday, 
while 11 others will remain suspended 
until the Privileges Committee’s report on 
their conduct. The committee has been 
asked to submit its report in three months. 

In the Lok Sabha, 30 were suspended, 
including Congress’ Adhir Chowdhury, 
DMK’s TR Balu and Dayanidhi Maran, and 
Trinamool Congress’ Saugata Roy, for the 
remainder of the session while three pend-
ing the Privileges Committee report. The 
three, K Jayakumar, Vijay Vasanth, and 
Abdul Khaleque, had climbed on the 
Speaker’s podium to raise slogans. 

Speaker Om Birla told the Lok Sabha 
about the steps taken by the Lok Sabha 
secretariat following the security breach 
incident on December 13 and sought coop-
eration from all members to run the House 
smoothly. However, the Opposition MPs 
persisted with their demand and some 
showed placards with their demands writ-
ten on them. Birla objected to the placards 
being brought into the Lok Sabha, saying 
it lowered the dignity of the House. 

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad 
Joshi also appealed to the opposition MPs 
“with folded hands” to not wave the plac-
ards, saying it was agreed at the meeting 
of the Business Advisory Committee not 
to carry placards. 

The Rajya Sabha also witnessed similar 
scenes and action. In the RS, members 
were suspended after the House adopted 
a motion moved by Leader of the House 
Piyush Goyal. Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar first named the suspended 
members and then put the motion to vote, 
which was adopted by voice vote. Goyal 
claimed the action was necessary as they 

insulted the Lok Sabha Speaker and Rajya 
Sabha chairman.  

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge 
accused the government of trying to bull-
doze important draft legislation in an 
“Opposition-less” Parliament. 
“Incidentally, I too figure in this Roll of 
Honour — for the first time in my parlia-
mentary career of 19 years,” he said on X. . 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee described the action against the 
MPs as a "mockery of democracy". 

Previous instances 

In 1989, 63 members of the Lok Sabha were 
suspended on March 15 for the remaining 
part of the week over the issue of tabling 
of the report of the Justice Thakkar 
Committee that inquired into the assassi-
nation of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

In 2019, Speaker Sumitra Mahajan sus-
pended 45 MPs from the Lok Sabha, while 
in February 2014, Speaker Meira Kumar 
suspended 14 Andhra Pradesh MPs. In 
2015, Speaker Mahajan suspended 25 
Congress members for five working days.

Action after protests over security breach; Oppn leaders term it ‘dictatorship’

Suspended Opposition MPs protest during the Winter session of Parliament, in  
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The Centre on Monday 
said it may achieve the 
fiscal deficit target of 
5.9 per cent of the GDP 

in the current financial 
year. So far in the current 

fiscal, the government has realised 
about ~10,050 crore through 
disinvestment in various central 
public sector enterprises, Union 
minister Bhagwat Karad said. PTI 

The government on Monday said the Income Tax department 
has denied tax exemption to BCCI under Section 11 of I-T Act, 
and the matter is now sub judice. Section 11 of I-T Act deals with 
charitable institutions. Minister of State for Finance Pankaj 

Chaudhary made the remarks while responding to a question on 
whether the BCCI, despite being one of the richest sports bodies in the world, 
is enjoying tax exemption in the name of promoting cricket. PTI 

BCCI denied tax exemption: FinMin 

The Parliament on Monday passed two Bills to extend 
provisions of the women’s reservation law to the legislative 
assemblies of Puducherry and Jammu and Kashmir with the 
Rajya Sabha clearing them with a voice vote. The Government 

of Union Territories (Amendment) Bill and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation (Second Amendment) Bill were passed amid a 
din as opposition members demanding Home Minister’s statement in the 
House on the security breach on December 13.                                                                              PTI  

Bill to extend women’s quota to J&K passed 

SHIVA RAJORA 
New Delhi, 18 December 

Every second candidate trained under the Skill 
India International Centres (SIIC) and got employ-
ment abroad between April 2022 and December 
2023 landed in Saudi Arabia, Union Skill Minister 
of State Rajeev Chandrasekhar told the Lok Sabha 
on Monday. 

In response to a question on whether the gov-
ernment has any plan to partner other countries 
that need skilled employees, the minister said 
25,300 candidates got employment abroad thanks 
to the efforts of the skill ministry’s SIICs. 

According to the data, 13,944 skilled candidates 
got jobs in Saudi 
Arabia, followed 
by Qatar (3,646), 
the United Arab 
Emirates (2,832), 
and the United 
Kingdom (1,248). 

The minister 
said in line with 
the Budget 
announcement 
this year, the 
ministry has pro-

posed the establishment of 30 SIICs across states. 
“The selection of locations of SIIC is based on 

country- and sector-wise migration patterns, the 
demand for overseas mobility in different regions, 
and other feasibility parameters. The establish-
ment of SIICs is an ongoing process. These centres 
will facilitate skilled mobility to the youth by pro-
viding destination-based skilling/re-skilling/up-
skilling facility, assistance in placements, coun-
selling, assessment/trade testing, emigration 
assistance, and post-placement support,” the min-
ister replied. 

Currently, two SIICs — one each in Varanasi 
and Bhubaneswar — have been established. 

Besides, the minister said the ministry had 
active government-to-government memoranda of 
understanding (MoUs) with eight countries like 
Australia, Denmark, France, Germany, Japan, 
Qatar, the UAE, and the UK. 

“The MoUs provide a broad framework for 
cooperation with the partner country in areas such 
as information exchange, standard setting, mutual 
recognition of qualifications, training of trainers, 
internship for skilled mobility,” the reply read.

Govt may achieve 
fiscal deficit target 

The government on 
Monday informed 
Parliament that 
Google has suspended 

or removed over 2,500 
fraudulent loan apps from 

its Play Store between April 2021 and 
July 2022. The government is 
constantly engaged with the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and 
other regulators and stakeholders 
concerned to control fraudulent 
loan apps, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said in a 
written reply to the Lok Sabha. The 
matter is also regularly discussed 
and monitored in the meetings of 
the Financial Stability and 
Development Council (FSDC), an 
inter-regulatory forum under the 
chairpersonship of the Finance 
Minister. PTI 

Google removed 
2.5K loan apps 
from Play Store

HIGH DEMAND 
Candidates placed abroad

S-Arabia   13,944 

Qatar           3,646 

UAE             2,832 

UK               1,248 

Japan          1,196 
Source: Lok Sabha
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West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday 
said the INDIA bloc’s prime 
ministerial candidate would 
be decided after the Lok Sabha 
elections, and asserted that 
the 2024 battle “was not a 
done deal”. 

The Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) chief also demanded 
that the Election Commission 
have “100 per cent VVPATs”, 
that is to put in place voter ver-
ifiable paper audit trail with all 
electronic voting machines. 

On the INDIA bloc “wast-
ing” the last few months by not 
meeting or concluding seat-
sharing talks, Banerjee said: “It 
is better late than never”. A fort-
night would be enough to agree 
on all pending issues, she said.   
She said the alliance would 
soon conclude its seat-sharing 
and formulate a common 
agenda for the Lok Sabha polls. 
“The BJP is not strong, we are 
weak. We need to work togeth-
er to get stronger,” Banerjee 
said to a question on the BJP’s 
rising influence, especially in 
the Hindi belt. To a question 
that the Congress should have 

treated its allies better, she said: 
“I don’t have any comments to 
make on that. What’s past is 
past.” On questions about 
Adani Group projects in 
Bengal, Banerjee said she 
didn’t wish to mention any 
individual industrialists. 

The TMC is the second 
biggest party in the alliance in 
terms of Lok Sabha seats. She 
will attend the fourth meeting 
of the top leaders of the INDIA 
on Tuesday. She is scheduled 
to meet Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednesday, 
where she said she would flag 
the issue of the Centre not 

releasing funds to Bengal. 
In Bengal, Banerjee indicat-

ed that her party could part 
with two of the state’s 42 Lok 
Sabha seats for the Congress, a 
potential ally, but it was up to 
the Congress whether it wished 
to have an alliance with the Left 
parties. She said she would 
attend the joint rallies of the 
alliance across the country. To 
a question that the INDIA bloc 
should project one leader as its 
face, Banerjee said H D Deve 
Gowda, I K Gujral, Manmohan 
Singh, and even Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee were decided as the 
prime minister after elections.  

INDIA bloc PM nominee after polls: Mamata


