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130 flights delayed, 
4 diverted as dense 
fog envelops Delhi 
AJINKYA KAWALE 

Mumbai, 27 December 

Dense fog on 
Wednesday morning 
caused disruptions to 

flight operations at Delhi air-
port and led to the delay of 
130 flights between 6 am to 
12:30 pm, according to fligh-
tradar24.com. 

At least four flights were 
diverted from the Delhi  
airport to Jaipur airport on 
Wednesday, airport sources 
said. Delhi airport handles 
around 1,200 flights every 
day. Passengers at the airport 
faced similar disruptions  
on Monday due to dense  
fog conditions.  

As many as 333 flights 
were delayed and eight were 
diverted to nearby airports 
such as Jaipur or Ahmedabad 
on the same day.  

To prepare for fog-related 
disruption, GMR group-led 
Delhi International Airport 
Limited (DIAL) said it has set 
up temporary help desks at 
the T3 forecourt and 
deployed additional man-
power from terminal  
operations teams.  

The terminal operations 
staff has been provided  
with high-visibility jackets, 
public address systems and 
radio transmission sets for 
better coordination and com-
munication. The staff 
deployed at critical positions 
will facilitate passenger 
movement and provide 
updated information. 

Apart from these, arrange-
ments for meals for passen-
gers, in the form of meal box-
es or food coupons at the food 
outlets, have been made.  

DIAL said it has facilitated 
the development and opera-
tions of a well-coordinated 
process between food outlets 
and airlines. 

“Three concessionaires 
have been tasked with the 
responsibility of providing 
meals to passengers at the 
boarding gates or at the  
outlet. Airlines and food out-
lets coordinate for 100 per 
cent availability of food for 
passengers. (The airline 
would have to give one-hour 
advance notice to the F&B 
team for exact require-
ments),” it mentioned. 

Aviation Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia had ear-
lier this month told Rajya 
Sabha that in order to prepare 
for the onset of the fog period, 
the number of inspections 
and special audits were 
increased over the last two 
years to enhance various 
facilities at airports and in the 
area of air navigation  
services, Business Standard 

reported on Monday. 
“As a result, despite an 

increase in flights by about 20 
per cent, flight cancellations, 
which were 0.09 per cent  
during 2021-2022 of total 
flight movements, reduced to 
0.05 per cent of total flight 
movements in 2022-2023,”  
he stated. 

Scindia had told Rajya 
Sabha that before the onset of 
the fog season, the airlines 
had been instructed to bring 
changes in their flight sched-
ules in such a way that CAT-
II and CAT-III non-compliant 
aircraft would not be operat-
ing during this period. 

CAT-II and CAT-III refer to 
different categories of 
Instrument Landing System 
(ILS) approaches, which are 
used to guide aircraft during 
their descent and landing in 
low-visibility conditions.  

A CAT-II-compliant air-
craft can land on the runway 
with visibility as low as  
300 metres.

Rahul’s east-to-west yatra from Jan 14

ARCHIS MOHAN 

New Delhi, 27 December 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi will embark on a 67-
day east-to-west Bharat Nyaya Yatra from Manipur 
on January 14, the party announced on Wednesday, 
asserting that it would complement rather than dis-
tract from its 2024 Lok Sabha poll preparedness. 

The 6,200-km yatra, which will begin almost a year 
after Gandhi’s south-to-north walkathon, will cover 
85 districts in 14 states. Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge will flag off the yatra in Imphal. It will conclude 
on March 20, ahead of the Lok Sabha elections.  

Unlike the Bharat Jodo Yatra, where Gandhi had 
walked for 4,080 km from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, 
the former Congress chief and his associates will 
cover this yatra on a bus, interspersed with covering 
short stretches on foot. Unlike the previous yatra 
where eminent people joined Gandhi, he would 
interact with party workers and common people 
this time, sources said.  

Congress General Secretary (communication) 
Jairam Ramesh said Gandhi would interact with peo-
ple to understand their livelihood issues, such as price 
rise and unemployment, and assure them of the par-

ty’s commitment to deliver economic, social, and 
political justice. In a post on X, Ramesh said while 
the earlier yatra was anchored on the Preamble’s  
pillars of “liberty, equality, and fraternity”, the Bharat 
Nyaya Yatra is anchored in the Preamble’s very first 
pillar of justice — social, economic, and political. 

 Congress General Secretary (organisation) K C 
Venugopal said this yatra would not impact the elec-
tion preparedness of the Congress. The party will 
put in place a separate system in New Delhi to look 

at its election readiness for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.  
Even though it’s a minority view, some in the par-

ty expressed misgivings that Gandhi should instead 
focus on campaigning for the Lok Sabha polls, which 
are likely to be announced in the first week of March. 
The yatra could also see Gandhi and other leaders 
attending public rallies. Other political allies of the 
party are likely to take part in it. Venugopal said the 
reason that the party picked Manipur was to ‘heal 
the wounds’ of the people of the state who have wit-
nessed ethnic strife. 

The yatra will cover four states from the northeast 
— Manipur, Nagaland, Meghalaya, and Assam. The 
Congress has lost space to the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in Manipur and Assam and other regional par-
ties in Nagaland and Meghalaya.  

Hopeful of an alliance with the ruling Trinamool 
Congress, the yatra will enter West Bengal, following 
which it will cover Odisha, Jharkhand, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Maharashtra. The Congress 
lost in Chhattisgarh, MP, and Rajasthan in the  
recent Assembly polls but commanded a sizeable 
vote share. 

The BJP termed the yatra mere sloganeering and 
said the party cannot fool people. Union Minister 
Meenakshi Lekhi said Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had provided justice to the people of India, who had 
faced all kinds of injustice during the Congress rule.  

People walk amid heavy fog at the Indira Gandhi International 
Airport in New Delhi on Wednesday PHOTO:REUTERS

Manipur-Mumbai march will 
cover 6,200 km across 14 states

Unlike the Bharat Jodo Yatra, Rahul Gandhi will 
travel the distance during the Nyaya Yatra on buses, 
interspersed with covering short stretches on foot

ARCHIS MOHAN 

New Delhi, 27 December  

The Save Culture Save Bharat 
Foundation, headed by former 
Central Information Commis -
sioner Uday Mahurkar, on 
Wednesday demanded the set-
ting up of an umbrella body to 
regulate all audio-visual con-
tent, including over-the-top 
(OTT) platforms and films, to 
monitor sexually explicit and 
any other content that promot-
ed “false narratives”, “love 
jihad” and inaccurately depict-
ed India’s history. 

The outfit launched an 
online Swachh Cyber Bharat 
campaign at the national capi-
tal’s Prime Ministers’ Mus eum 
and Library, urging people to 
send in their suggestions to the 
government for the draft 
Broad casting Services 

(Regulation) Bill. The govern-
ment released the draft Bill on 
November 10, inviting com-
ments from the public until 
December 9, which was 
extended to Janu ary 15. The 
Bill will replace the Cable 
Television Networks 
(Regulation) Act, 1995. 

The outfit demanded that 
the government treat the pro-
duction of “sexually perverted 
and incestuous” content on all 
OTT platforms as “anti-nation-
al activity”, which should 
attract harsh penal provisions, 
inclu ding imprisonment for 10 
to 20 years with the burden of 
proof placed on the accused. 

It asked the government to 
ban sexually explicit content 
completely, “as in Dubai” and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), bring in a law of ethics 
and adequate changes in the 

draft Broadcasting Services 
(Regulation) Bill. The outfit 
also suggested that the govern-
ment amend the Information 
Technology Act to classify all 
such content as pornography, 
which people should only be 
able to access by punching in 
their Aadhaar details or their 
fingerprints. 

The association released a 
“white paper”, documenting 
the “misdemeanours” of OTT 
content available on leading 
platforms. Apart from 
Mahurkar, Supreme Court 
advocate Monika Arora, Hindu 
Dharma Acharya Sabhas rep-
resentatives, and others are 
associated with the effort. 
Mahurkar said the founda-
tion's campaign has received 
support from RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat, Swami Ramdev and 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. 

Hindutva outfit demands strict 
laws to regulate OTT content

SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY 

New Delhi, 27 December 

Export of refined petroleum 
product imports grew 32.1 per 
cent in November to 5.6 mil-
lion metric tonnes (mmt), up 
from 4.3 mmt in the year-ago 
month, latest data released by 
the Petroleum Planning and 
Analysis Cell (PPAC) showed. 

Value-wise, exports  
stood at $4.3 billion in 
November, up from $3.8 bil-
lion a year back. 

Exports in the April-
November period also rose, 
rising 2.7 per cent to 40.8 
mmt. This was due to a rise in 
the outbound shipment of 
vacuum gas oil (VGO),  
motor-spirit (MS), and avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF), the 
PPAC said. 

Petroleum exports have 
been consistently high in 

2023 primarily as a result of 
import volumes of crude oil 
remaining consistent 
throughout 2023. However, 
crude oil imports reduced 2.3 
per cent in November to 18.6 
mmt, down from 19 mmt. The 
net import bill for oil & gas for 
November was $11.5 billion as 
compared to a net import bill 
of $12.3 billion a year ago. 

Russia remained the sin-
gle-largest supplier of crude 
oil for the 14th straight month 
as of November, estimates 
made by London-based com-
modity data analytics 
provider Vortexa, which 
tracks ship movements to 
estimate imports, show. 

While the share of crude 
oil originating in Russia has 
reduced in recent months, the 
continuing discounts on 
Russian crude have helped 
stabilise volumes.  

Refined petroleum product 
exports rise 32% in Nov: PPAC
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