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I
t isnottoobigashocktohearabout
studentsonuniversitycampuses
inbigcitiesusingrecreational
drugs.Theshockishowglibsome

oftheseconversationsare.
OftheseveralstudentsBusiness

Standardspoketoduringvisits to
institutions, throughsocialmedia
interactions,onthephoneandon
email,somesayit is the“worstkept
secret”oncampuses.Someotherssayit
isnotoutof linewithwhatyouwould
expectfromabunchof18to22-year-
olds.Stillothersgotogreat lengthsto

describethemany
differentdrugsbeingused,paste
todrypowder.Afew"enlightened’ones
speakaboutthe“efficientyet informal
economyandsupplychain”.

Ayoungwomanwhostudiedata
well-knownuniversityinDelhisaysshe
sawhermatesgrowingweednextto
theirhostelrooms.Somestudentswere
knowntobespecialists indryingthe
leavesandmakingthemconsumable.

Drugsondrones?
Theissueofdrugsonuniversity
campusesblewupwhenSanjeev
Bikhchandani,notedentrepreneurand

investor,spokeaboutitonsocial
media. Interestingly, thiswasnothis
primarytheme.

Bikhchandani’spostonX,formerly
Twitter, isentitled“Theproblemoftitle
inflation”,andfocusesontheloftytitles
studentbodiesgivethemselves. It is
onlyafterexpending389words—there
are487inthepost—thathementions
“substanceabuse”.Hecites itasanins-
tancewherethe“StudentGovernment”
atAshokaUniversity, inspiteof its
exaltedtitle,hashadlittletosayordo.

Ashoka,whichsitsontheedgeofthe
NationalCapitalRegioninSonepat,
Haryana,hasemergedinrecentyearsas
oneofthemostprominentprivate

universitieswithwell-regardedpublic
intellectualsoccupyingimportant
offices. Ithasalsobeeninthethickofa
fewcontroversiesandnotallofthewell-
regardedpublic intellectualsarestill
associatedwithit.

The“substanceabuse”hasacquired
alifeof itsown,not leastbecause
BikhchandaniisoneofAshoka’s
founders.

“FromwhatIhaveheardthis isa
growingproblematAshoka.Ihave
heardstoriesofdeliveriesofdrugsby
dronesandroomdeliveryinthe
hostels,”saysBikhchandaniinhisX
post.“Ihopethesestoriesare
apocryphal.”

Theyprobablyare.
BusinessStandardcouldnotelicita

responsefromtheuniversity’s
communicationwing, inspiteof
repeatedattemptsthroughemail,
WhatsAppmessages,andcalls.
Bikhchandanirespondedbysayinghe
won’tbeabletodiscussit.Butseveral
studentscurrentlyoncampuseswere
willingtotalkaboutit,withoutbeing
named,ofcourse.

“Anyreportsofdrugdeliveryby
drones,ordoor-to-doordeliveries, is
greatlyexaggerated,”saysastudent
fromAshoka.

Butthat is just logistics.Thisstudent
doesnotdenyconsumption.

“Yes, therearestudentswhowould
indulgeintherecreationaluseof
marijuanaorcannabis insidetheclosed
doorsoftheirowndormrooms,”says
anothersecond-yearstudent.

Efficient,informaleconomy
Ashokaisnotalone.
Indianhighereducation
institutes,especially
privateuniversities,
appeartobewitnessing
anuptickinconsumption
ofsubstances.Students
acrosscampusesinand
aroundDelhiadmitto
knowingoffellow
studentswhoconsume
substancessuchas
marijuana.Themore
forthrightonesadmitto
doingit themselves.

Theysaymostofthe
consumptionis limitedtoorganic
substances,atermusedtodistinguish
stuff likemarijuanafromsynthetic
substancessuchascocaine.Thelatter is
countedasa“harddrug”andstudents

insist it is“nexttonon-existent”on
universitycampuses.

Alotoftheorganicstuff isbrought
fromthehillyregionsnorthofthe
nationalcapitalandpassedonto
studentsbypeopleoutsidethe
institutions.KasolandMalanainthe
Himachalhillsarepopularsourcesof
opiatesandcannabis.

“It isaninformaleconomy;efficient
butstill informal,”sayssomeonewho
wasinauniversitytill recently.

Delhianditsadjoining
areashaveseenanumber
ofprivateuniversitiesrise
toprominenceinrecent
years.Theirfeestructure
issuchthattheydraw
mostlystudentsfrom
familieswithhealthy
incomes.Theyalso
believeinrecreational
expenses,whichare
notalwaysconfinedto
videogames.

Thereisadistinct
buyingpattern.Students
fromwell-off families

prefercannabisconcentrate,usually
called“charas’”or“hash”inIndia.The
monthlyexpenditureonthese
substancescomesto~6,000to~8,000
foraregularbutrecreationalconsumer.

Thosewhocannotaffordtospendthis
money,settlefortobaccomixedwith
cannabis,organja.

“Historicallyspeaking,wesawan
uptickinganjaorcharasconsumption
throughthe1970sandtheearly80sin
theaftermathoftheBeatles’ Indiatour,
thepopularityofpsychedelicrock,and
“flowerpower”intheWest,”saysa
formerprofessorofHistoryataDelhi
college.

Withuniversitiesattheforefrontof
culturalexchange,studentscamein
touchwiththeideasandartassociated
withAmericanbluegrassmusicandthe
songsof,amongothers,BobDylanand
JimmyHendrix.

RespondingtoaQuorathreadonthe
prevalenceofdrugs,manyformerand
currentstudentsatIndia’shigher
educational institutessaid,“It isn’tout
of linewithwhatyouwouldexpectfrom
abunchof18to22-year-oldsstayingfar
awayfromhomeamongcuriousand
like-mindedindividuals.There’snot
muchstoppingyoufromtryingthatfirst
sip/smoke.”

Studentstakeupnicotineand
marijuanato“loosenup”andconnect
withtheirpeersoncampus.Somesay
smokingganjawithfriendsmakesthem
“less inhibitedandpromisesnightsyou
willprobablyrememberandcherishfor
therestofyourlives”.

Butitcanbeashortandquick
journeyfromrecreationtoaddiction,
andworse.

AHyderabad-basedtherapist,who
hasworkedwithcollegestudents
between18and25yearsofage,saysthe
predominantlyrecreationalusageof
drugsoncampushasallthesignsofwhat
shecalls“gatewaydrugabuse”—entry
pointsintomoreworrisomethings.

“Thereisanincreasingpressureof
competition,not just inthecurriculum
butalsoinassimilatingwiththecollege
crowd,especiallywhenyouarestaying
oncampus.Thepropensityto
experimentisalsohigh.Thesearethe
perfectconditionstoampupboththe
dosageandfrequencyfromrecreational
tohabitualtoaddictive,”shesays.

Ayoungmanwhowasonacampus
till lastyearreportsthathisfriends,
undertheinfluence,claimto
experienceheightenedsensory
perceptions.Apparently, theyfeel the
worldisgoingaroundinslowmotion
andseeapathtohighercreativity.

Littledotheyknowitcanbearapid
descentintosomethingelse.

Students across
campuses in and
around Delhi speak
of fellow students
who consume
substances such as
marijuana; the
more forthright
ones admit
to doing it
themselves
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