
POLITICS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 7 
>

MUMBAI  |  FRIDAY, 24 MARCH 2023

Rahul gets 2-yr jail term 
for Modi surname remark
BHAVINI MISHRA & ADITI PHADNIS 

New Delhi, 23 March 

Congress Member of 
Parliament from 
Wayanad, Rahul 

Gandhi, was on Thursday sen-
tenced to serve two years in jail 
by a court in Surat, Gujarat, in 
a criminal defamation case 
relating to derogatory remarks 
he made at a public meeting in 
2019 about the surname Modi. 

Chief Judicial Magistrate 
HH Varma held Gandhi guilty 
under sections 499 (defama-
tion) and 500 (punishment for 
defamation) of the Indian 
Penal Code. However, the  
judge gave Gandhi 30 days to 
appeal against the order, but it 
was not clear if the sentence 
was suspended. 

Gandhi, who was present in 
the court for the verdict, later 
tweeted in Hindi: “My religion 
is based on truth and non-vio-
lence. Truth is my God, non-
violence the means to get it. — 
Mahatma Gandhi”. 

A war of words broke out 
between the Bharatiya Janata 
Party and the Congress after the 
verdict. Congress spokesperson 
Abhishek Singhvi said the party 
was working towards filing an 
appeal in a higher court. “We 
believe that this is full of errors 
and legally unsustainable con-
clusion. But make no mistake 
generally...all your (govern-
ment’s) efforts to create a chill-
ing effect, a throttling effect, 
strangulating effect on open, 
fearless speech relating to pub-
lic interest will not stop either 
Rahul Gandhi or the Congress,” 
he told reporters here. 

Union Minister Piyush 
Goyal asked the Congress 
leader to apologise for his series 
of “defamatory" comments. 
Other parties weighed in on 
Gandhi’s side, with Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal alleg-
ing that a conspiracy was being 
hatched to “eliminate” non-
BJP leaders and parties by 
prosecuting them. 

Experts divided 
Experts were divided on 
whether the sentence would 
lead to Gandhi’s immediate 
disqualification from the Lok 
Sabha. The offence, punishable 
under the Indian Penal Code’s 
(IPC’s) section 499 (defama-
tion) and 500 (punishment for 
defamation), carries a simple 
punishment of two years, the 
order said. 

Article 102 of the Const -
itution spells out conditions 
under which a person can be 
disqualified from the Lok 
Sabha. It says the House itself 
can add to these disqualifica-
tions. The Representation of 
the Peoples (RP) Act 1951 
Section 8(4) of the Act says an 
elected representative will be 
disqualified if convicted and 
sentenced to imprisonment for 
two years or more. The person 
is disqualified for the period of 
imprisonment and a further six 
years. However, there is an 
exception for sitting members: 
They have three months from 
the date of conviction to appeal 
and the disqualification will 
not be applicable until the 
appeal is decided. 

But in the Lily Thomas vs 
Union of India (2013) case, the 

Supreme Court declared 
Section 8(4) of the RP Act 
invalid. Therefore, disqualifica-
tion became automatic and had 
immediate effect if the condi-
tions of Article 102 were met. 

This was applied most 
recently in the case of 
Lakshadweep MP PP 
Mohammed Faizal, who was 
convicted by the Kavaratti ses-
sions court in January on an 
attempt-to-murder charge and 
sentenced to 10 years rigorous 
imprisonment. Within days the 
Lok Sabha Speaker announced 
that he had been disqualified 
as an MP from the date of con-
viction. The Election Comm -
ission (ECI) then issued a for-
mal notification for by-election 
to that constituency. 

Faizal appealed to the 
Kerala HC seeking a stay on his 
conviction and sentence. The 
HC suspended his conviction 
until disposal of the appeal. 

Faizal then moved the 
Supreme Court challenging the 
ECI’s announcement declaring 
the Lakshadweep seat vacant. 
The ECI was forced to defer the 
by-election. In that case, the 
Union government had argued 
that disqualification took effect 
immediately on conviction of 
the candidate and that mem-
bership of Parliament cannot 

be revived even if the court 
issues a stay. But the Kerala HC 
did not accept this. However, 
the Lakshadweep Lok Sabha 
seat remains vacant. 

P D T Achary, former Lok 
Sabha secretary general and 
Constitution expert, says 
Gandhi is free to appeal and if 
the appellate court stays the 
conviction and the sentence, 
then the disqualification will 
remain suspended. “If the sen-
tence has been suspended by 
the trial court itself, that means 
his membership does not get 
affected. The disqualification 
has not come into effect.” 

“The position as per the Lily 
Thomas judgment is that a 
conviction which carries a sen-
tence of two years or more will 
automatically result in disqual-
ification. In a later judgment in 
the Lok Prahari case, the apex 
court said if the conviction is 
suspended on appeal, the dis-
qualification will also remain 
suspended,” Achary added.  

He said the Congress leader 
will have to get a stay on  
conviction also from a  
higher court. 

The political implications of 
the Surat court order are obvi-
ous. If the Speaker disqualifies 
Gandhi — citing the Faizal case 
— the Congress’s most influen-

tial voice will be absent from 
the lower House till the appeal 
is heard. This will fall in line 
with the demand of the BJP 
MPs — that Gandhi should be 
suspended or expelled from 
the Lok Sabha for violating 
privilege of the House for his 
remarks outside it. 

However, there is an ele-
ment of irony in this. In 2013, 
when then law minister Kapil 
Sibal introduced the 
Representation of the People 
(Second Amendment and 
Validation) Bill, 2013, which 
said representatives would not 
be disqualified immediately 
after conviction, he did so to 
provide some protection to 
then Union minister Lalu 
Prasad, who was expecting to 
be convicted in the fodder 
scam. 

As the Supreme Court 
rejected a review petition, and 
Parliament was not in session, 
the legislation was brought 
through an ordinance. But the 
then vice president of the 
Congress, Rahul Gandhi, tore 
up the ordinance at a press con-
ference, calling it “complete 
nonsense”. Within five days the 
ordinance and the Bill were 
withdrawn.  

With additional inputs from PTI

Surat court gives Cong leader 30 days to appeal against order in higher court 

Data Patterns develops equipment 
to check BrahMos missile functions
AJAI SHUKLA 

New Delhi, 23 March 

Data Patterns, one of India’s fastest-
growing and technologically most 
promising aerospace and defence (A&D) 
firms, unveiled in Chennai on Wednesday 
an indigenous BrahMos missile check-out 
equipment (COE), ready for delivery to 
BrahMos Aerospace. 

Indian firms such as Data Patterns are 
driving down the price of the BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile system by 
designing and developing indigenous 
solutions to replace costly foreign parts in 
the Indo-Russian missile. 

Before Data Patterns developed an 
indigenous COE, Brahmos Aerospace was 
paying a Russian supplier three times 
what it will now pay the Indian company. 
“I commend [Data Patterns] for having 
delivered mission critical systems on all 
the programs that they have partnered 
with us on time. We are proud to be assoc -
iated with Data Patterns and look forward 
to a long-standing collaboration,” said 
Atul Rane, who heads the Indo-Russian 
joint venture BrahMos Aerospace. 

“BrahMos is an important customer of 
Data Patterns. We have always delivered 
all their requirements on schedule, 

maintained quality standards, and 
provided maintenance support, 
consistently exceeding the uptime 
requirements. Indigenous development 
of the COE by Data Patterns has resulted 
in a direct cost savings of about 75 per cent 
in foreign exchange for BrahMos,” said 
Data Patterns chief S Rangarajan. 

The COE that Data Patterns has 
developed for the BrahMos is a three-bay 
test system that checks the health and 
functionality of the missile’s electrical 
sub-systems. This unit validates the 
missile’s performance through interf -
acing with its umbilical and maintenance 
connections. The shelter mounted COE 
can test the articles in the field during its 
life cycle, ensuring readiness for launch at 
all times, without delay. 

The COE has three major subsystems. 
The first is the main processor unit for the 
“man machine interface (MMI) such as 
keyboard, joystick, printer, monitor and 
external interface for storage media. The 
second is an “input-output sub-system” 
which interfaces with the missile for 
carrying out the test. The third is 
dedicated to self-control and self-test. The 
COE is designed for transportability. 

“The COE has been deployed by all the 
three (armed services) at multiple loca -

tions across India today. We are delighted 
to see Data Patterns, an Indian company, 
leading the way in this industry. On behalf 
of the entire BrahMos team, I take this 
opportunity to commend them for having 
delivered mission critical systems, on all 
the programs that they have partnered 
with us, on time,” said Rane. 

BrahMos Aerospace was formed as a 
joint venture between India’s Defence 
R&D Organisation and Russia’s NPO 
Mashinostroyenia, earlier known as 
Federal State Unitary Enterprise NPOM of 
Russia. The firm was established in India 
in 1998, through an inter-governmental 
agreement, between India and Russia. 

The missile system’s name—BrahMos 
— represents the fury of Brahmaputra 
and the grace of Russia’s Moskva rivers. 
The joint venture, BrahMos Aerospace, 
was established with an authorised 
capital of $250 million — with 50.5 per 
cent coming from the Indian side and 49.5 
per cent from the Russian side. 

Data Patterns designs and develops 
electronic hardware, software, firmware, 
product prototype and carries out testing, 
validation and verification. Based in 
Chennai, Data Patterns employs over 
1000 people, and is among the top 500 
listed companies in India. 

“MY RELIGION IS BASED ON TRUTH AND NON-VIOLENCE. TRUTH IS MY GOD,  
NON-VIOLENCE THE MEANS TO GET IT. — MAHATMA GANDHI” 
RAHUL GANDHI, CONGRESS MP, in a tweet after the court verdict

THE CASE 
Ahead of the 2019  
Lok Sabha elections, 
Congress MP had said 
in a rally: “How come 
all the thieves have 
Modi as the common 
surname?”  
A complaint was 
lodged by BJP MLA  
and former Gujarat 
minister Purnesh Modi

“RAHUL GANDHI HAS DISRESPECTED 
PEOPLE AND EVERY DEMOCRATIC 

INSTITUTION—BE IN 
PARLIAMENT OR 
DEMOCRACY. HE 
SHOULD APOLOGISE  

FOR HIS SERIES OF 
DEFAMATORY 

STATEMENTS” 
PIYUSH GOYAL, 
UNION COMMERCE 
MINISTER 

“A CONSPIRACY IS BEING HATCHED TO 
ELIMINATE NON-BJP LEADERS AND 
PARTIES BY PROSECUTING THEM. IT’S 
THE OPPOSITION’S JOB TO 
ASK QUESTIONS. WE 
RESPECT THE COURT  
BUT DISAGREE WITH  
THE DECISION” 
ARVIND 
KEJRIWAL, 
DELHI CHIEF 
MINISTER & 
AAP CHIEF

DISQUALIFIED MPs 

2023: P P Mohd Faizal,  
Lok Sabha MP from 
Lakshadweep, convicted in 
an attempt-to-murder 
case for 10 yrs  

2013: Lalu Prasad Yadav,  
Lok Sabha MP from Bihar’s 
Saran convicted for 5 yrs  
in corruption case 

n Rasheed Masood, Rajya 
Sabha MP from UP, 
sentenced to jail for  
4 yrs in a corruption case 

n Jagdish Sharma, LS MP 
from Jahanabad, sentenced 
to 4 yrs in a corruption case 

2012: T M Selvaganapathy, 
Rajya Sabha MP from  
Tamil Nadu, convicted for 
corruption with 2-yr jail term

INDIABULLS HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Regd off: 5th Floor, Building No. 27, KG Marg, Connaught Place, New Delhi -110001

INVITATION FOR COUNTER BIDS FOR SALE OF STRESSED LOANS 

Indiabulls Housing Finance Limited, with its subsidiary Indiabulls Commercial Credit 

Limited [Collectively called as “Seller”] invites counter bid for the sale of its stressed 

financial assets for an auction under the ‘Swiss Challenge Method.

Total principal outstanding of the pool is ₹ 1,543 Cr. Seller has received an offer/

Base Bid of ₹ 1,100 Cr and the reserve/starting price for counter bid is marked at

₹ 1,155 Cr.

Last day for submission of counter bid is March 27, 2023. For detail process, please

go to quick links on our website https://www.indiabullshomeloans.com


