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AJAI SHUKLA 
New Delhi, 29 March 

The 37th report of the 17th Lok 
Sabha’s Standing Committee on 
Defence, which was tabled before 

Parliament on March 31, reveals that 
despite the government’s encourage-
ment of defence procurement from 
domestic sources, almost 40 per cent of 
the defence capex Budget has been 
expended on foreign military equipment 
over the preceding decade. 

Extrapolating from the report, which 
scrutinises defence expenditure from 
Financial Year 2012-13 (FY13) to FY22, the 
expenditure on foreign vendors exceeded 
35 per cent in seven of those 10 years. In 
the remaining three years, foreign capex 
exceeded 40 per cent — on one occasion 
going up to 49 per cent. 

The defence ministry furnished the 
Standing Committee with the following 
information on the import of defence 
equipment: During the last five financial 
years (FY 2017-18 to 2021-22) and the cur-
rent FY 2022-23 (up to December 2022), 
264 capital acquisition contracts have 
been signed, of which 88 contracts, worth 
about 36.26 per cent of the total contract 
value, have been signed with vendors 
from foreign countries, including Russia, 
the US, Israel, France, etc, for capital pro-
curement of defence equipment —  
helicopters, aircraft, radars, rockets, 
guns, assault rifles, missiles and ammu-
nitions (sic).   

Amongst the measures the defence 
ministry has announced to boost domes-
tic procurement includes the target of 
increasing domestic procurement from 
the existing 68 per cent to 75 
per cent in the 2023-24 finan-
cial year (FY24). 

The defence ministry also 
announced that private 
industry will be allocated 25 
per cent of the Budget for 
defence research and devel-
opment (R&D). In addition, 
~1,231 crore will be allocated 
for indigenous prototype 
development under the 
“Make” category in FY24. 

“For ensuring 
Atmanirbhar Bharat, certain 
policy alignments have been 
carried out. The government has taken 
out four positive indigenisation lists 
since 2020 which, as on today, account 

for 411 items which range from guns, 
rifles, to submarines etc. which are kept 
on the Import Embargo List. That means 

these items will not be 
imported in the future. Also, 
some 3,738 items have been 
identified for the DPSUs 
which will be sourced only 
from the Indian industry,” the 
defence ministry stated dur-
ing briefings, according to the 
Standing Committee report. 

The defence ministry also 
responded to the standing 
committee’s inquiries about 
dependency on foreign play-
ers, specifically the reports in 
various publications, that 
84.3 per cent of the major 

conventional arms procured by India in 
FY2016-20 were of foreign origin, of 
which licensed production accounted for 

57.8 per cent.  
In response, the Defence Secretary 

said, “Yes. We do not have certain tech-
nologies like jet engine technology. We 
even have to depend (on other countries) 
for power packs for ships. We are making 
efforts. The government’s policies are 
helping our efforts. As has been pointed 
out, we are entering into licensed  
production.”  

“That itself will transfer enormous 
amount of knowledge into the country, 
and because of the new decision of the 
government in 2021 that imports will be 
limited, we will be able to get several 
technologies into the country through 
technology transfer. But we will be 
dependent in the short term for certain 
critical equipment, especially power 
packs, and we are making all  
efforts to overcome that,” said the 
defence secretary.

The second of a five-part series takes a close look at the military’s push for 
acquisition of defence equipment from domestic sources rather than overseas 

Atmanirbhar Bharat: Aim 
for indigenous weaponry 

SHIVA RAJORA 
New Delhi, 29 March 

The total amount under inoperative accounts 
under the Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) 
Scheme, 1952 is ~4,962.7 crore, Minister of State, 
Labour, Rameshwar Teli told the Lok Sabha.  

“As per paragraph 72(6) of the EPF Scheme 
1952, certain accounts are classified as 
Inoperative Accounts. All such Inoperative 
Accounts, however, have definite claimants. 
As on 31.03.2022, the total amount in 
Inoperative Accounts is ~4962.70 crore,” the 
minister said, while replying to a question 
regarding the large number of EPF accounts 
of staff lying inoperative for several years.  

An account is classified as inoperative 
under the scheme where there has been no 
contribution from either the employee or the 
employer for 36 months, or the member has 
not withdrawn money within three years after 
leaving the company, or the amount remitted 
to a person has been undelivered or not have 
been reclaimed. However, interest is still paid 
on these inoperative accounts. According to 
the EPF scheme — one of the three schemes 
framed under the Employees’ Provident Funds 
and Miscellaneous Provisions (EPF & MP) Act, 
1952 — an employee of any covered establish-
ment drawing monthly wages up to ~15,000 is 
statutorily required to join the fund and to con-
tribute 12 per cent of the wages, including basic 
pay, dearness and retaining allowance, if any.  

‘~4,962 cr in inactive EPF accounts’

SHREYA JAI 
New Delhi, 29 March  

The country will become a net 
coal exporter by 2025-26, Union 
Minister of Coal, Mines and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Pralhad 
Joshi said, adding that the coal 
sector is set to break all records. 

He said the cumulative coal 
production in the country, 
including state-owned ones 
and private mines, has touched 
880 million tonne (Mt) this 
financial year, and there will be 
no shortage of coal during the 

summer months, when 
demand peaks. 

“From a net importer of 
coal, India is moving towards 
becoming a net exporter of 

non-coking (or thermal) coal. 
India’s imports of substi-
tutable coal were 90 Mt, 
which will be stopped by 
2025-26. Except for coking 
coal, we will stop the import 
of thermal coal,” Joshi said at 
the launch of the seventh 
round of the commercial coal 
mine auction.  

Earlier, the Ministry of Coal 
had set 2024 as the target for 
zero coal imports. The claim of 
reducing coal imports comes 
at a time when the Union 
Ministry of Power has asked all 
power generators to mandato-
rily import coal to meet the ris-
ing power demand and domes-
tic coal shortfall. 

The minister added that 
production from captive coal 

mines has touched 100 Mt dur-
ing this fiscal year. Pointing out 
the coal stock of 160 Mt at the 
end of the thermal power units, 
the minister said, “Both public 
and private players have been 
asked to raise coal production 
and prepare for the monsoon 
in June and July.” 

Amril Lal Meena, secretary, 
Ministry of Coal, said by the 
next fiscal year, the country can 
look at coal production to the 
tune of 1 billion tonnes and in 
a few years, it could touch 1.5 
billion tonne. Announcing the 
seventh round of commercial 
coal mines’ auction, Meena 
said of the 101 coal mines on 
offer, 32 are new coal mines 
and 69 are being rolled over 
from earlier tranches.  

India set to become net coal 
exporter by 2025-26: Joshi 
Govt launches 7th 
tranche of coal 
mine auctions 
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Forest (Conservation) 
Bill tabled in LS 

Telcos see ~4.17-trn 
debt in 2021-22 

Delhi NGOs get 
highest foreign 
contributions 

Environment Minister 
Bhupender Yadav intro-
duced an amendment bill 
in Lok Sabha that seeks to 

bring clarity to the forest 
conservation law and 

exempt certain categories of lands 
from its purview to fast-track strategic and 
security-related projects of national impor-
tance. The bill was then sent to a joint com-
mittee of both the Houses for discussion. PTI 

Six telecom companies —
including Airtel, Reliance Jio 
and Vodafone Idea — had a 
total debt of ~4.17 trillion in 

fiscal 2021-22, Lok Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday. 

Vodafone Idea had a debt of ~1.91 trillion, fol-
lowed by Airtel (~1.03 trillion). PTI 

NGOs based in 
Delhi received 
the highest 
amount of for-

eign funds, fol-
lowed by those based 

in Karnataka, and Maharashtra 
out of the ~55,600 crore contri-
bution sent to India from abroad 
in the last three years, Rajya 
Sabha was informed on 
Wednesday. During 2019-20, 
2020-21 and 2021-22, Delhi 
received ~14,062.77, followed by 
Karnataka (~7,241.32 crore). PTI 

GUNS VS 
BUTTER 
PART-II

                                                 Service                                                   
                       Army                    Navy                 Air Force                   Total 
             Foreign     Indig    Foreign      Indig   Foreign     Indig   Foreign     Indig   %* 
2012-13         1,598     23,185         7,465       12,751       21,308     16,783       30,371      52,719      37 

2013-14         1,636    14,443         13,151       8,268      23,069     16,924       37,856     39,635     49 

2014-15        3,804     16,778         8,334     14,669       17,084    18,084       29,222     49,531      37 

2015-16         3,150      19,133        8,205       12,617       14,835     18,238      26,190    49,988     35 

2016-17        5,508     24,787          7,223       13,932        17,762     15,049      30,493     53,768     36 

2017-18         5,259    24,961         5,997     14,844        22,157      15,147       33,413     54,952     38 

2018-19         6,125    24,030         6,237       17,325       30,612       9,153      42,974    50,508     46 

2019-20       6,047      25,113        9,986     18,940      28,586      19,732      44,619     63,785      41 
2020-21       6,689    23,585       19,450     24,605       24,570    40,442      50,709    88,632     36 

2021-22        5,086    25,508        17,760      28,927       25,425     32,922       48,271      87,357     36 
Note: *Percentage of foreign systems/sub-systems procured in the year compared to indigenous ones 
Source: Standing Committee on Defence Report No. 37

CAPITAL PROCUREMENT: FOREIGN VS INDIGENOUS BUYS 
(Figures in ~cr)

Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi 
said there won’t be shortage 
of coal during the summer 
months when demand peaks 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 110 and other applicable provisions of the 
Companies Act, 2013 (“the Act”) read with the rules made thereunder and Regulation 44 of 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosures 
Requirements) Regulation, 2015, SPML Infra Limited proposed the resolutions for 
approval of Members by Postal Ballot.
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (the “MCA”) vide its General Circular No. 14/2020 dated 
April 8, 2020, General Circular No.17/2020 dated April 13, 2020, General Circular No. 
22/2020 dated June 15, 2020, General Circular No. 33/2020 dated September 28, 2020 
and General Circular No. 39/2020 dated December 31, 2020, General Circular 
No.10/2021 dated June 23, 2021, General Circular No. 20/2021 dated December 08, 
2021, General Circular no. 3/2022 dated May 5, 2022 and General Circular no 11/2022 
dated December 28, 2022 (the “MCA Circulars”), Companies are permitted to obtain 
approval of Shareholders by postal ballot through e-voting only. Accordingly, Company 

thhas sent the postal ballot notice by e-mail to all the Members, on Wednesday, 29 March, 
2023 whose names appear on the Register of Members/ List of Beneficial Owners on 

thFriday, 24 March, 2023.
Members holding shares either in physical form or in dematerialized form, as on the cut-off 

thdate i.e. Friday, the 24  March, 2023 may cast their vote electronically (remote e-voting 
only) on the businesses as set out in the Notice of postal ballot through electronic voting 
system of National Securities Depository Limited.
The Company has appointed Mr. Tumul Maheshwari, Company Secretary in practice, 
having Mem N. 16464 as a Scrutiniser for conducting the Postal Ballot process in a fair 
and transparent manner. In compliance with Section 108 of the Act read with Rule 20 of the 
Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, the Company has offered e-
voting facility, through National Securities Depositories Limited (NSDL) to enable the 
shareholders to cast their votes electronically. The detailed procedure for e-voting is 
enumerated in the Postal Ballot Notice. Shareholders can cast their vote online from 9.00 

st tha.m. (IST) on Saturday, 01 April, 2023 to 5.00 p.m. (IST) on Sunday, 30 April, 2023. 
Notice of Postal Ballot is also available on website of the Company, www.spml.co.in and 
NSDL, www.evoting.nsdl.com. Shareholders, who do not receive the Postal Ballot Notice 
by e-mail may obtain the same by sending their request to our RTA/NSDL. Results of the 
voting will be announced within 48 hours from the conclusion of the e-voting and hosted on 
the website of the Company at www.spml.co.in and on NSDL's website
www.evoting.nsdl.com and also be communicated to NSE and BSE, where the shares of 
the Companies are listed.
In case of queries relating to remote e-voting / e-voting, Members may refer to Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the 
downloads section of NSDL or contact at toll free no. 1800-1020-990 or send a request to 

thwww.evoting.nsdl.com please contact Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, Manager, NSDL, 4  Floor, 'A' 
Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel, 
Mumbal-400013, email: evoting@nsdl.com Tel: 1800 1020 990/1800-224-430 

For SPML Infra Limited
 sd/-

Swati Agarwal
(Company Secretary)

Date: 29.03.2023
Place: Kolkata

CIN: L40106DL1981PLC012228
Registered Office: F 27/2, Okhla Industrial Area, Phase II, New Delhi – 110020

Tel.: 011-26387091;  E-mail: cs@spml.co.in;  Website: www.spml.co.in
NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT AND REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION

(Regd. Office PSEB Head Office, The Mall. Patiala 147001)
Corporate Identity No. 440109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in Phone No. 9646118754

Tender Enquiry no.298/HPs/ED-lll/M-140 Dated: 28-03-2023‘
Dy.CE/ Hydel Projects, PSPCL, Shed A-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala

Invites E-Tender for Replacement of existing old Conventional central

type water cooled AC Plant with Air cooled Package Type Air conditioning

units having Scroll compressors at PH-1 & PH-3 of Mukerian Hydel

Project, PSPCL, Talwara.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 03.04.2023 onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
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