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NALL IN A DAYN

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwill
inaugurateaslewofdevelopment
measures,including1,675flatsforthe
residentsofJJclustersandtwourban
redevelopmentprojectsinthecityon
Friday. ThePrimeMinister'sOffice(PMO)in
astatementsaidthatModiwillvisitthe
newly-constructedflatsforthedwellersof
JhuggiJhopri(JJ)clustersaspartofslum
rehabilitationprojectatSwabhiman
ApartmentsinDelhi'sAshokViharand
handoverkeystotheeligible
beneficiaries.Hewill inaugurate1,675
newlyconstructedflats,thePMOsaid. PTI

PMto inaugurate
developmentprojects
inDelhi today

TheMaharashtragovernmenthasdecided
totakeactionbasedoncomplaintsabout
bogusbeneficiariesoftheLadkiBahin
Yojana,andsoughtinformationfromthe
IncomeTaxDepartmentandTransport
Departmentfortheirverification.
MaharashtraWomenandChild
DevelopmentMinisterAditiTatkare,who
madethisannouncementonThursday,
madeitclearthatthegovernmentwill
onlyaddresscomplaintsregardingthe
bogusbeneficiaries.Theschemeissaidto
haveplayedakeyroleinthevictoryofthe
rulingMahayutiintheelections. PTI

LadkiBahin scheme
beneficiaries tobe
scrutinised:Mahamin

BiharChiefMinisterNitishKumaron
Thursdaycameupwithacrypticresponse
toRJDpresidentLaluPrasad'sofferto
returntotheINDIAbloc."Kyabolrahe
hain(Whatareyousaying)"wasallthe
JD(U)bosssaidinreplytoqueriesfrom
journalistsaboutPrasad'sfreshoffer.
KumarhadalignedtwicewiththeRJDin
thelastonedecade.Inaninterviewtoa
localnewschannel,theRJDsupremohad
said,”Ourdoorsareopen(forNitish).He
shouldalsounbolthisgates.This
wouldfacilitatemovementofpeoplefrom
bothsides". PTI

Buzz inBiharoverNitish’s
cryptic response to Lalu’s
offer to join INDIA

AndhraPradeshChiefMinisterN
ChandrababuNaidu (pictured)saidthe
stategovernmentcannotscrappower
purchaseagreementswiththeSolar
EnergyCorporationof India(SECI)without
obtainingsolidproofofbribery
allegations.TheChiefMinister's
commentscomesamidthebackdropof
AdanibeingindictedbytheUSDepartment
ofJusticeoverhisrole inanallegedyears-
longschemetopay$250millionbribesto
Indianofficials inexchangeforfavourable
solarpowercontracts, includingfrom
AndhraPradesh. PTI

‘PowerdealswithSECI can’tbe
scrappedwithout solidproof’

JanSuraaj founderPrashantKishor
(pictured)onThursdaybeganafastunto
deathtopressthedemandfor
cancellationofanexaminationrecently
heldbyBiharPublicServiceCommission
(BPSC).“Mydemandsincludecancellation
oftheexamandholdingoffreshtests. I
alsoseekactionagainstcorruptofficials,”
Kishorsaid.Hemadetheannouncement
attheGandhiMaidan,threedaysafter
givinga“48-hourultimatum”tothe
NitishKumargovernmentforacting
onthedemand,raisedby
aggrievedcandidates. PTI

PrashantKishorbeginshunger
strikeoverBPSCexamrow

Goyal: India-EFTA trade
pact likely by year-end
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 2 January

The implementation process of the
free trade agreement (FTA)
between India and the four-nation

European bloc EFTA is progressing fast
and is expected to come into force before
the end of this year, Commerce and
IndustryMinister PiyushGoyal said.

The two sides signed the Trade and
EconomicPartnershipAgreement (TEPA)
onMarch 10, 2024. Under the pact, India
has received an investment
commitment of $100 billion over 15 years
from the grouping while allowing several
products, such as Swiss watches, choco-
lates, and cut and polished diamonds, at
lower or zero duties. The European Free
Trade Association (EFTA) members are
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and
Switzerland.

“Yes, EFTA is progressing very fast,”
Goyal told PTI when asked if the agree-
mentwould come into effect this year.

Theminister said the Swiss Council of
States has approved the agreement,
and it will now go to their National
Council for approval.

“Sothisoverwhelmingsupport inpolit-
ical circles in Switzerland for the TEPA
with EFTA is truly a sign of the times to
come... and in their statement also, it
showsthat ithasclearedanimportanthur-
dle, and they are hoping to bring it into
forcebyautumnof2025,before theendof
calendar year 2025,”Goyal said.

The bloc committed an investment of
$100 billion—$50 billionwithin 10 years
aftertheimplementationoftheagreement
and another $50 billion in the next five
years — which would facilitate the cre-

ationof 1milliondirect jobs in India. This
isa first-of-its-kindpledgeagreedupon in
any of the trade deals signed by India so
far.Thecommitment is thekeysubstance
of the TEPA (Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement), which took
almost 16 years to conclude, for India in
return for opening its markets to several
products coming from the EFTAnations.

There is a provision in the agreement
that if the proposed investments do not
materialiseforsomereason, Indiacansus-
pend duty concessions to the four coun-
tries. Domestic customers will get access
to high-quality Swiss products, such as
watches, chocolates, biscuits, and clocks,
at lowerpricesas Indiawillphaseoutcus-
tomsdutiesunder the tradepact on these
goods over 10years.

It is taking time to implement
the agreement due to the elaborate
ratification process of these pacts in dif-
ferent countries.

InIndia,suchagreementsareapproved
by the Union Cabinet; in
EFTAcountries, theyneed approval from
their parliaments.

On the progress of FTA negotiations
with other countries, Goyal said he has
heldmeetingswiththenewUKtrademin-
ister regarding theproposedpact.

DHRUVAKSH SAHA
New Delhi, 2 January

After Prime Minister Narendra Modi
instructed officials from the Ministry
of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) to address quality shortcom-
ings innationalhighways, theministry
and the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) are exploring ways to
enhance the enforcement
of standards, officials said.

“There isn’t any issue
with the standards of high-
wayprojects.Our standards
are on a par with global
standards — the primary
issue is the enforcement of
regulations, and therehave
beenongoingdeliberations
in that regard,” a senioroffi-
cial said.

On Wednesday, Modi conducted a
review of the road transport sector as
part of anongoing sectoral reviewexer-
cise, during which the issue of rising
complaints over the quality of even
expensive flagship projects, among
others, was discussed.

This came after projects inaugurat-
ed by Modi saw quality defects, such
as stretches of the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway, prompting criticism on
socialmedia.

“We’ve told developers that these
are not just problems in the mainte-

nance stage but are issues from the
construction stage itself,whichwill not
be tolerated,” another official said.

The ministry has been seeking to
deter developers from substandard
construction practices by introducing
reforms, such as doubling the defect
liability period for engineering, pro-
curement, andconstruction (EPC) con-
tracts to 10 years.

In2023,Minister ofRoad
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari also said that
he’s considering making
project engineers and con-
tractors criminally liable for
accident deaths caused on
national highways due to
structural defects.

Queries sent to MoRTH
and NHAI remained unan-

swereduntil the timeof going topress.
“Theminister (Gadkari)has indicat-

ed that his focus is nowon themainte-
nance andupkeep of highways. This is
a slight shift from the previous goal of
achieving recordnumbers in construc-
tion,” the official said.

Recently, newly appointed Union
Highways Secretary V Umashankar
also told developers at an industry
meeting that there would be no com-
promise on stringent defect liability
measures for contractors, as it
isn't simplyadefect liabilitybuta “peo-
ple’s liability”.

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NewDelhi, 2 January

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Thursday accused the Delhi
governmentofdeprivingfarmersofbenefits
under central schemes and urged Chief
Minister Atishi to set aside political differ-
ences inmatters of farmerwelfare.

InalettertoAtishi,ChouhansaidtheAAP
government has failed to implement major
central initiatives, including the Integrated
Horticulture Development Mission,
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, and the Beej
Gramprogramme.

Due to the non-implementation of mul-
tiple central schemes, Delhi's farmers are
being denied crucial benefits ranging from
seed distribution to infrastructure develop-
ment,hesaid.TheUnionministernotedthat
the absence of the Integrated Horticulture
DevelopmentMissionhaspreventedfarmers
from accessing benefits for nursery estab-
lishment, tissue culture facilities, planting
material procurement, and post-harvest
infrastructure. Meanwhile, AAP convener
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday said the BJP
wouldberesponsible"ifsomethinghappens"
to the protesting farmers in Punjab who are
on an indefinite fast over a set of demands,
includingalegalguaranteeonMSP.Kejriwal,
in a post on X, also claimed that the Centre
is preparing to implement the now-revoked
three farm laws "through the backdoor" by
calling it a "policy".

NHAIlooksatwaysto
improveenforcement
ofglobalstandards

Shivraj accuses
Delhigovtof
blockingfarm
schemes

THEOVERWHELMING
SUPPORT IN

SWITZERLAND’SPOLITICAL
CIRCLESFORTHEPACTWITH
EFTA ISASIGNOFTIMESTO
COME... THEYAREHOPING
TOBRING IT INTOFORCEBY
AUTUMNOF2025”

PIYUSH GOYAL
Commerceand
IndustryMinister

Stakeholdersfromtheelectricvehicle
(EV)sectorwillholdameetingwith
CommerceandIndustryMinister
PiyushGoyalonJanuary3onissues,
includinginfrastructurerelatedto
chargingandbatteryswapping,
sourcessaid.Theysaidthatofficials
fromtheDepartmentofHeavy
Industriesareexpectedto
attendthemeeting. PTI

EV players to meet Goyal
today, discuss infra issues

CENTRE-DELHI GOVT FACE-OFF

Move comes
after PM
Narendra Modi
undertook a
review of the
road transport
sector on Jan 1


