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After slow start, monsoon
washes whole of India

July revival helps southwest monsoon erase much of its rainfall deficit

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 9 July

The southwest monsoon
covered the entire country on
Thursday, 36 days after making
landfall over the Kerala coast.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the normal date for the
monsoon to cover the entire
countrywasJuly 8, making this
year’s advance a day behind
schedule.

“The southwest monsoon
has further advanced into the
remaining parts of Rajasthan,
Haryana, and Punjab, thereby
covering the entire country on
July 9,” IMD said. The weather
office, however, warned of a
significant  reduction in
rainfall activity over central
India, including Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh,
from Thursday onwards, and
over south peninsular India
from July 10.

The last time the southwest
monsoon took longer to cover
the country after its onset over
Kerala was in 2021, when it
arrived on June 3 and covered
the entire country only on July
13. This year’s progression
ranks among the slowestin the
past five years.

The monsoon reached
KeralaonJune4thisyear, three
days later than normal, before
completing its advance across
the country on July 9, accord-
ing toIMD data.

After a subdued start, the
southwest monsoon has gath-
ered pace since the beginning
of July, narrowing the cumu-
lative rainfall deficit from
nearly 30 per centonJune30to
around 15 per cent as of July 8.
The improvement has been
driven by a strong revival of
monsoon activity over western
and central India.

The revival has also lifted
water levels in key reservoirs.
Total storage in the 166 reser-
voirs monitored by the govern-
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Th € rains Haridwar on Thursday. Torrential monsoon rains unleashed
over th e yea S widespread destruction across several parts of the country,
inundating roads and disrupting normal life PHOTO: PTI
Onset  Covered
over entire
Year Kerala  country Reservoir ch eck
2015 S5June  26)une . . .
2016 8 June Buly Water levels in 166 reservoirs monitored by the govt as on July 9,2026
Live Storage levels (%)** % departure
2 EOlay 19 uly Reservoirs capacity Current  Last Normal from
2018 29May  29)une  Region monitored at FRL* year  year storage normal
2019 8une 7)uly  North India n 1983 31 42 33 -5.5
2020 1June  26June  EastIndia 277 275 27 44 27 08
2021 3 June Bluly  WestIndia 53 38.09 4 53 29 47.8
2022 29 May 2July  Central region 28 4858 36 45 31 151
2023 8June 2July  Southern India 47 5528 25 60 30 -18.4
2024 30 May 2July  Allindia 166 183.56 2 5 30 76
2025  24May 27June  Note: Decimals have been rounded off. Normal storage is average storage of
2026 4 9ul past 10 years; *FRL is full reservoir levels in BCM (billion cubic meters);
June July **Storage is % of live capacity at FRL Source: Central Water Commission

ment rose sharply during the
week ended July 9 as wide-
spread rainfall lashed western
and southern India. Water stor-
age increased to 32.38 per cent
of live capacity at full reservoir
level, up from 26 per cent a
week earlier. Reservoirs across
western India reported storage
levels nearly 48 per cent above
their 10-year average. Overall
storage remained below the
level recorded a year ago but
was higher than the decadal
average. The improved rainfall
is expected to aid Kkharif

sowing, which was lagging last
year’s pace by about 22 per cent
as of July 5. Despite the recent
revival, IMD has forecast a
below-normal monsoon this
year, with seasonal rainfall
during June-September
expected at 90 per cent of the
long period average.

The Centre is working on a
multi-pronged strategy to miti-
gate the impact of El Nifio and
below-normal rainfall. Earlier
this week, the Prime Minister’s
Office chaired a high-level
meeting with senior officials

from the agriculture, power,
rural development, economic
affairs, and consumer affairs
ministries to assess the likely
impact of El Nifio on different
sectors of the economy.

According to an official
statement, the ministries
reviewed their preparedness
and were asked to closely
monitor the evolving situation
while drawing up district- and
local-level strategies to mini-
mise the impact of deficient
rainfall on agriculture and
economic activity.

For India’s travel industry, it’s
singing in the rain season

Hospitality companies bank on year-round demand beyond summer peak

GULVEEN AULAKH &
ANANYA PODDER
New Delhi, 9 July

With the peak summer travel
season winding down, Indian
hospitality and travel companies

are rolling out monsoon
tourism campaigns to keep
bookings ticking.

Online travel technology
platform EaseMyTrip will run its
Monsoon Travel Sale from July 7
to 10, encouraging people to
travel during the monsoon
season with discounts of up to
%15,000 on flights and hotels,
and holiday packages starting
atI11,599.

The online travel aggregator
said the sale has been timed to
coincide with the peak monsoon
travel period and aims to drive
bookings across domestic and
international destinations, cater-
ing to growing demand for lei-
sure holidays, family vacations,
and short seasonal getaways.

“We are seeing travellers
become more intentional about
how they plan their holidays,
looking for the right mix of value,
convenience, and memorable
experiences,” said Manmeet
Ahluwalia, chief marketing
officer, EaseMyTrip.
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No longer a spoiler

' m Domestic leisure travel is no

longer confined to just two
peak seasons

= Online travel technology
platform EaseMyTrip will
run Monsoon Travel
Sale from July 7 to 10

= Radisson Hotel Group sees
monsoon emerging as a
preferred travel season rather
than an off-peak period

Top destinations: Nilgiris,
Kodaikanal, Wayanad, Munnar,

" Kasauli, Mussoorie, Nainital,
. Kanatal, and Naukuchiatal

The offers cover domestic
and international destinations,
including Goa, Kerala, Kashmir,
Bali, the Maldives, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam.

Brussels-headquartered
Radisson Hotel Group also
observed that the monsoon is
emerging as a preferred travel
season rather than an off-peak
period. “Across our portfolio, we
have seen strong momentum
during the May-June period,
with occupancies outperforming
last year and July bookings cur-
rently pacing nearly 10 per cent

ahead year-on-year,” said Nikhil
Sharma, managing director
(MD) and chief operating officer
(South Asia), Radisson
Hotel Group.

Guests are increasingly seek-
ing holistic stay experiences,
from wellness facilities and
indoor recreational offerings to
regional cuisine and seasonal
comfort food, he added. “We are
seeing a structural shift where
domestic leisure travel is no
longer confined to just two peak
seasons. The monsoon, for
instance, has emerged as a

powerful travel driver in its own
right,” said Shwetank Singh, MD
and chief executive officer,
Chalet Hotels.

He added that the monsoon,
combined with continued
momentum in business travel
and MICE (meetings, incentives,
conferences, and exhibitions), is
reinforcing confidence in the
sector’s long-term, sustainable
growth. “With the monsoon
having set in across parts of the
country, including Kerala and
Goa, and gradually progressing
along the western coast, we are
witnessing a growing trend of
travellers making the most of
extended weekends and public
holidays for monsoon travel this
year by opting for short, nature-
led getaways,” said S D Nandaku-
matr, presidentand country head
of holidays & corporate tours at
SOTC Travel.

He said destinations such as
the Nilgiris, Kodaikanal, Waya-
nad, Munnar, and Kerala con-
tinuetohold strong appeal in the
southern states, while locations
such as Kasauli, Mussoorie,
Nainital, Kanatal, and Nauku-
chiatal are drawing travellers in
the north, with interest coming
from customers across Tier-II
and Tier-III markets.

Rising thermal hotspots threaten public
health, productivity: IIT Bhubaneswar

HEMANT KUMAR ROUT
Bhubaneswar, 9 July

Growing land-use changes,
industrial expansion and
rapidly expanding urbanisa-
tion are creating an alarming
network of thermal hotspots
across Odisha, posing an
emerging threat to public
health and the state’slong-term
economic growth, accordingto
a new study by researchers at
1T Bhubaneswar.

The study warnsthatunless
region-specific climate adapta-
tion measures are integrated
into urban planning and
industrial development, rising
land surface temperatures
could significantly increase
energy demand, reduce
labour productivity, strain
health care systems and
undermine the sustainability
of one of India’s fastest-growing
industrial states.

Unlike conventional

studies that examine average
temperatures, the 1T
researchersidentified localised
areas consistently experienc-
ing extreme land surface tem-
peratures and tracked how
these hotspots have evolved
between 2017 and 2023.

The study found that dis-
tricts witnessing rapid popula-
tion growth, urbanisation,
industrialisation and infra-
structure expansion recorded
the sharpest increase in ther-

mal hotspots, with built-up
urban areas experiencing hot-
spot growth of as much as nine

per cent annually.
Published in the journal
Environmental Science:

Advances of the Royal Society of
Chemistry, the study by Dik-
shika Mahapatra and Deba-
datta Swain analysed two
decades of satellite observa-
tions and mapped the evol-
ution of thermal hotspots
acrossall 30 districts of Odisha.

Adani to file affidavit in US court
this week on indictment dismissal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 9 July

Billionaire Gautam Adani will
file this week a sworn affidavit
in a US federal court stating
whether he is aware of any
promise, agreement or benefit
linked to the US government’s
decision to dismiss a criminal
indictment against him.

US District Judge Nicholas
Garaufis directed Adani to file
the affidavit by July 15 before
ruling on the Justice Depart-
ment’s motion to dismiss the
indictment with prejudice.

The judge asked Adani to
state whether he isaware of any
promise, offer, agreement or

benefit connected to the dis-
missal, or of any exchange
made in return for the charges
being dropped.

Sources said Adani is likely
to file the affidavit this week.

The Adani group did not
offer any comment on the
issue, saying the matter is
subjudice.

The order of June followed
a filing by Principal Associate
Deputy Attorney Generalinthe
Department of Justice, R Trent
McCotter, who said he was the
“final and sole decision-
maker” behind the dismissal
and denied media reports that
the decision was linked to
Adani Group’s plans to invest

about $10 billion in the
United States.

“The current or former
Department attorneys... have
suggested that Isought dismis-
sal of the securities charges at
least in part because of
some promise by those defend-
ants to invest money in the
United States. That is false,”
MccCotter wrote.

“I would have sought dis-
missal of the securities charges
regardless of any mentions of
investments,” he added.

“The mention of potential
investments could not have
played any role.” McCotter said
he decided to seek dismissal
because the securities fraud

case waslegally “indefensible”,
arguingthat most of the alleged
conduct occurred in India,
Indian authorities had investi-
gated the matter and found no
actionable misconduct, inves-
tors suffered no losses, key evi-
dence and witnesses were
outside the United States, and
the defendants were unlikely to
appear before a US court.

He also said the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act charges
no longer aligned with the
Trump administration’s
enforcement priorities, which
focus on cases involving US
national security, American
companies or transnational
criminal organisations.

Call for digi platforms to ensure prevention
by design to curb child abuse material

AASHISH ARYAN
New Delhi, 9 July

Internet and social media
intermediaries must imple-
ment a prevention-by-design
principle to curb the prolifer-
ation of Child Sexual Exploi-
tative and Abuse Material
(CSEAM) on their platforms,
according to experts.

While a majority of the plat-
forms treat the detection of
CSEAM as a content moder-
ation challenge, expertssay the
most significant hurdles in
catching and removing such
content are contextual inter-
pretation and the lack of
known databases against
which the material can be
matched.

“Artificial intelligence (AI)
systems can match known
CSEAM against hash databases
with reasonable accuracy, but
they consistently fail at under-
standingthe intent and context
in novel material. An image
that appears benign in isola-
tion can be part of a grooming
sequence when viewed across a
conversation thread,” said
Nilesh Jahagirdar, cofounder
and vice-president of market-

Expert view

m Challenge in catching and
removing abusive content
is contextual interpretation

= Malicious actors constantly
evolve their tactics faster
than detection models

m [ ack of investment in
multilingual Al capable of
understanding India’s
linguistic diversity

ing and solutions at [x]cube
LABS. Malicious actors
involved in the spread of
CSEAM constantly evolve their
tactics faster than detection
models can adapt, said Par-
minder Singh, cofounder of
RedScope Al adecision intelli-
gence platform.

“Al is exceptionally good at
identifying known patterns,
butchild exploitation networks
deliberately operatein the grey
areas using coded language,
edited visuals, screenshots,
memes, private  groups,
ephemeral content, and multi-
lingual communication to
evade detection,” he said.

Asecond problem that most
platforms face is the lack of

investment in multilingual Al
capable of understanding
India's linguistic diversity, and
in continuously evolving their
detection systemsasabusetac-
tics change, the experts said.

“Most detection models are
trained predominantly on Eng-
lish-language data. Regional
languages, coded slang, and
local dialects used by bad
actors fall almost entirely out-
side detection parameters,”
Jahagirdar said.

Digital intermediaries
should also invest in reporting
offenders who circulate
CSEAM to law enforcement
agencies, rather than just dis-
abling their accounts and
removing the material from
their platforms, said Bhuwan
Ribhu, founder of Just Rights
for Children.

“Online child sexual exploi-
tationisaborderless crime and
demands a  borderless
response. That requires inter-
national cooperation in shar-
ing intelligence,  digital
evidence, and financial
information. Until govern-
ments, technology companies,
and digital intermediaries
accept this shared responsibil-

ity, no child is safe online,”
Ribhu said.

Earlier this month, Meta’s
video and photo-sharing plat-
form Instagram drew the ire of
the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(Meity) after reports surfaced
that it was allowing advertise-
ments promoting CSEAM.

The ministry summoned
senior executives from the
company and asked them to
explain how such content
was being allowed by the
platform.

Subsequently, in ablog post
published on Tuesday, Meta
said it had removed 160,000
accounts in India for hosting
and sharing “suspicious off-
platform links in coordination
with other signals indicating
child exploitative activity”.

Overall, Meta — which has
WhatsApp, Facebook, Insta-
gram, and Threads under its
umbrella — said it automati-
cally removed more than 4 mil-
lion suspicious accounts from
Facebook and Instagram, in
addition to 36 million pieces of
content containing child
exploitation, according to the
blog post.
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34™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) TO BE
HELD THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCING (VC) /

OTHER AUDIO-VISUAL MEANS (OAVM)

Members are requested to note that the 34" Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of the Company is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at 3.00
PM (IST), through Video Conferencing (VC)/Other Audio- Visual Means
(OAVM) in compliance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 ( the
Act), read with the Rules made thereunder and General Circular No.
20/2020, 10/2022, 09/2023, 09/2024 and 03/2025 dated May 5, 2020,
December 28, 2022, September 25, 2023, September 19, 2024 and
September 22, 2025, respectively issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(“MCA”), Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/CFD-PoD-2/P/CIR/2024/133 dated
October 3, 2024 and SEBI/HO/DDHS/DDHS-PoD-1/P/CIR/2025/83 dated
June 5, 2025 issued by SEBI and other Circulars issued by MCA and SEBI
to hold AGM through VC /OAVM, from time to time, to transact the Ordinary
and Special Businesses set out in the Notice of 34" AGM without the
physical presence of the members at a common venue.

In compliance with the aforementioned circulars, electronic copies of the
Notice of the AGM along with the Annual Report for the Financial Year
2025-26 will be sent to all Members whose e-mail address is registered with
the Company/ Registrar and Transfer Agent of the Company, M/s. K Fin
Technologies Limited (RTA) or Depository Participants. Members holding
shares in dematerialised mode are requested to register/update the e-mail
address and mobile number with their relevant depository through
Depository Participants. The Notice of the AGM along with Annual Report
for the Financial Year 2025-26 , will also be made available in the website of
the Company at investor relations section at https://muthootmicrofin.com/ ,
the stock exchanges; BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and National Stock
Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com and on the NSDL’s Website
https://nsdl.co.in/

Members can attend and participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility
only. The attendance of the members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM
will be counted for the purpose of reckoning quorum under Section 103 of
the Act. Pursuant to Section 108 of the Act, read with Rule 20 of the
Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as amended
from time to time, and Regulation 44 of SEBI(LODR) Regulations, 2015,
members are provided with the facility to cast their votes on all resolutions
as set forth in the Notice convening the AGM using electronic voting system
(e-voting) provided by NSDL. Detailed instructions and manner of joining the
AGM and participation in the remote e-voting (e-voting from a place other
than venue of the AGM) or casting vote through the e-voting system during
the AGM will be provided in the AGM Notice. Members who are holding
shares in physical mode and/ or who have not registered their email address
are requested to refer to the Notice of the AGM for the process to be
followed for obtaining the User ID and password for casting the vote through
Remote e-voting. The remote e-voting period commences on Saturday,
August 8, 2026 at 9.00 A.M (IST) and ends on Monday, August 10, 2026 at
5.00 PM (IST). Members who cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the
AGM may also attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall
not be entitled to cast their votes again during the AGM.

Procedure to raise questions/seek clarifications with respect to Annual
Report:

As the AGM is being conducted through VC/OAVM, members who wish to
express their views or ask questions during the 34" AGM of the Company
may register themselves as speaker by sending an email to the Company at
secretarial @muthootmicrofin.com on or before August 8, 2026, mentioning
their name, demat account number, email address and mobile number.
Members who do not wish to speak during the AGM but have queries may
send their queries before 5.00 PM IST on Saturday, August 8, 2026,
mentioning their name, demat account number, email address and mobile
number at secretarial @muthootmicrofin.com.

The 34" AGM Notice and Annual Report for the FY 2025-26 will be sent to
the Members in accordance with the applicable laws on their registered
email address in the due course.

Members facing any technical issue in login before / during the AGM can
contact NSDL helpdesk by sending a request at evoting@nsdl.com or call at
022 - 4886 7000. In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) for Shareholders and e-voting user manual for
Shareholders available at the download section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or
call at 022 - 4886 7000 or send a request to Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, Senior
Manager at evoting@nsdl.com.

Sd/-

For Muthoot Microfin Limited

Neethu Ajay

Chief Compliance Officer and Company Secretary

Date: July 10, 2026
Place: Kochi

e AT Head Office, Lokmangal, 1501,

— Shivajinagar, Pune-411005

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (EOI)

Bank of Maharashtra invites sealed tender offers (Technical bid) from
eligible and reputed bidders’ /service providers for “Expression of
Interest (EOI) for Empanelment of Vendors for disposal of E-Waste
for period of three years.”

The detailed tender document is available on tender section of Bank’s
website: https://www.bankofmaharashtra.bank.in and Govt.
e-Market place (GeM) portal https://gem.gov.in/ w.e.f. 09.07.2026
with following details:

EOIRefNo.: EOI 01/2026-27

GeM Bid Number: GEM/2026/B/7746410

Due date for Bid submission: 31.07.2026 17.00 hrs.

Interested bidders may download the EOI document from above
mentioned sites. All further updates related to tenders will also be
available on GeM Portal. Bank reserves the right to cancel or reschedule
the EOI process without assigning any reason.

Sd/-
Chief General Manager,

Date: 09.07.2026 Department of Information Technology
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA, HOME DEPARTMENT (PORTS & TRANSPORT)

MAHARASHTRA MARITIME BOARD

Indian Mercantile Chambers, 2nd Floor, Ramjibhai Kamani Marg, Ballard Estate,
Mumbai 400 001. Tel.: 022-69041777 Fax: 022-69041740
Website : https://mahammb.maharashtra.gov.in Email : ceo.mmb@maharashtra.gov.in/ceommb@gmail.com

Expression of Interest (Eol) Notice

Maharashtra Maritime Board (MMB), on behalf of National Shipbuilding & Heavy Industries Park
Maharashtra Limited (NSHIPML), invites Expression of Interest (Eol) from eligible Applicants for the
Identification and Onboarding of Anchor Shipyard(s) for the development of the Greenfield
Shipbuilding Industrial Cluster at Dighi, Dist. Raigad, Maharashtra.

The detailed Eol document can be viewed and downloaded from the Government of Maharashtra
e-Tendering Portal (https://mahatenders.gov.in) from 08/07/2026 at 18:15 Hrs (IST). The last date and
time for submission of Eol responses is 30/07/2026 at 12:00 Hrs (IST).

Interested Applicants meeting the eligibility criteria prescribed in the Eol document may submit their
proposals through the Maharashtra e-Tendering Portal within the stipulated time.

MMB/NSHIPML reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Eol responses, or to annul the Eol
process at any stage, without assigning any reason whatsoever.
Date: 08.07.2026
Place: Mumbai

Maharashtra Maritime Board, Mumbai

Sd/-
(Capt. Praveen Khara)
Chief Ports Officer,
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