SPLENDID METAL PRODUCTS LIMITED

(Formerly Known as Sujana Metal Products Ltd)

Date: 17.09.2018

To To
The Manager, The Manager
Listing Department, Department of Corporate Services
National Stock Exchange of India Ltd. Bombay Stock Exchange Ltd (BSE LTD)
"Exchange Plaza", C-1, Block G, Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers,
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Dalal Street,
Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400 051. Mumbai - 400 001.
Ref. : (i) Scrip Symbol: SMPL Scrip Code: 513414

(ii) Series - EQ

SUB.: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, E-VOTING AND BOOK CLOSURE NOTICE _
NEWS PAPER ADVERTTSEMENT: REGULAION 47

We are pleased to enclose herewith the copies of newspaper advertisement published on
16t September,2018 in "Financial Express" in its English edition and in "Andhra Prabha" in
its Telugu edition daily newspapers regarding intimation of Annual General Meeting, e-

voting and date of Book Closure.

This is for your kind information and record.

Thanking You,

Yours faithfully,
For Splendid Metal

Registered & Corporate Office : 18, Nagarjuna Hills, Punjagutta, Hyderabad - 500 082, TELANGANA, INDIA.
Tel.: +91 (40) 2335 1882, 2335 1885 Fax:+91 (40) 2335 8499 E-mail : smplexim@yahoo.co.in
CIN : L28120TG1988PLC008610
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_NOTICE
Notice is hersby given that the Twenly Nineth
Annval General Mesting (20" AGM) of the
members of the Company wilt bs held on
Saturday, the 267 day of September, 2018 at
10.00 a.m. at Katriya Hotel & Towers, # 8, Rgj
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Notice is hereby given that the Twenly Eight
Annual General Meeting (28" AGM) of the
members of the Company wil be held on
Saturday. the 29° day of September, 2018 2t
12.00 noon at Ksiriya Hotel & Towers, # 8, Rej
Bhavan Road, Somajiguda, Hydersbad - 500
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CLEANLINESS EXERCISE

PM launches ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ campaign

Modi exhorted citizens to fulfill
Gandhi’s dream of a clean India; the
launch saw BJP leaders participate
in the exercise across the country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, September 15

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
MODI launched ‘Swachhata
Hi Seva’ campaign on Satur-
day and took up a broom to
clean a school named after
Dalit icon BR AmbedKkar as
ministers of his government
and BJP leaders and workers
participated in a similar exer-
cise across the country.

In a nearly two-hour video
interaction with people from
across the country, including
faith leaders, Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
and noted personalities such as
Amitabh Bachchan and Ratan
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Tata, Modi said sanitation cov-
erage in India has increased to
over 90% from 40% in the four
years of the Swachh Bharat
(Clean India) project.

Few would have thought
that nine crore toilets would be
built and 4.5 lakh villages de-
clared open-defecation-free in
fouryears, he said.

He launched the “cleanli-
ness is service” exercise to
push for greater public partic-
ipation in one of his govern-
ment’s centrepiece pro-
grammes launched on

October 2, 2015, and which
will continue till Mahatma
Gandhi’s birth anniversary
next month. All sections of so-

Law minister Ravi Shankar Prasad participates in a
cleanliness drive under the Swachhta Hi Seva campaign
in Patna on Saturday

ciety and every part of the
country have joined the clean-
liness drive, he said, exhorting
people to rededicate them-
selves to fulfilling the father of

PTI

the nation’s dream of a clean
India.“Had anybody imagined
that more than 450 districts
would be open-defecation-free
(ODF) in four years or that 20
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INDRONIL
ROYCHOWDHURY
Kolkata, September 15

PUBLIC SECTOR POWER pro-
ducer NTPC has decided to put
power stations operating at
lower cost to optimum use,
keeping the power plants oper-
ating at comparatively higher
cost at reserve shutdown.

This could help ailing dis-
coms in getting power at rates
alittleabove X3 at atime when

AT,
T AAT, TAREE |

they are trying to buy spot

No.

Constituency, Delhi.

ISSUED BY PRO (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 375/18-19

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR-VI
DELHI JAL BOARD, JAL SADAN, LAJPAT NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110024

Contact no. 011-29818103

SHORT NIT NO 02 (2018-19)

['s. | Name of work

| 1. Providing consultancy services for Sewerage’
Network, Decentralised Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs) and its allied works including rejuvenation
of nearby water bodies in Chhattarpur Assembly

Tender ID: 2018_DJB_158594 1
Further details in this regards are available on web site http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.

| Estimated Cost/ | Date of release |
Earnest Money/ of tender in e-
Non-refundable | procurement

power at rates below X3. Half of
NTPC's 4.4 gigawatt of thermal
capacity produce power at be-
low X 3.

While the power ministry
is exerting pressure on the coal
ministry to relax fuel and reg-
ulatory issues, the PSU power

Last Date/ Time of
download and receipt
of tender through e-

Tender fees solution | procurement solution .
Lump Sum/ 14/09/2018 | 30/09/2018 Il p.mducer VLIS U .Operate U
Rs. 3,06,000/-/ at 3:00 PM and pit head plants at higher plant
Rs. 1500/- 01/10/2018 at 3:00 PM load factor, keeping the plants

away from pit heads at reserve
shutdown.

NTPC felt that, even though
the demand for power has in-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR. VI

Sd/-

creased by 12%, this can be
(R K Gupta)

NEUEON TOWERS LIMITED

wars Limited)

Malice is heraby given thal the Eleventh Annual
General Meating (11" AGM) of the members of
the Company will be held on Saburday, the 20
day of Seplember, 2018 at 04.00 PM. & the
Repstered Offica of the Company at Survey No
321, Turkala Khanapur Vilage, Hatur Mandal,
Sanga Reddy District-502296, Telangana, India,
iofransact the business as setowt inthe Molice of
the AGM daled; 23.08.2018 which was already
dispaiched io all members at iher recond
acdress [hrough permitied e pursuant o
Section 108 of the Companies &ct, 2013, Notice
i also hareby given that pursuant to Section 108
of the Companies Act, 2013 ("the AT read with
Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and
Adminstration) Rules, 2014, the Company is
also praviding E-voling faciity (EVEN 108852) to
cagt their wobe by electronic means on all the
resolubions gat forh in the Mofice through
warw.evobng.nsdl.com. Molice is also hershy
given that the Remote e-valing shall commence
fram 2509, 2018 at .00 20m ST 1o 28,08 2018 a1
05.00 p.m. [ST and tha Ragistar of Membars and
Share Transfer Books of the Company will
remain closed on Thursday, 27082018 [One
Day only), The cut off date for ramota e-valing is
22.08,2014, The members prasent who has nol
avabed the faciity of ramobe e-voling can wabe
through “BallotPoll paper” & the AGM. For any
qgrievanca plaasa contact Shri P, Apsar Hugsan
atthe Registerad office of the Compary.

SPLENDID METAL PRODUCTS LIMITED
[Foemerly kmown &5 “Sujana Metal Prodecks Limited)
CIN ; L28120TG1288PLCODEG10
Feege. Cifficec N, 18, Magarjena Hils, Panjagutia,

Tal:#91-43- 2155162 A5ET
Mabsile : ww.sujana.com
Igeujanacom or ibrace 1 I0TEGEuj2nA oM
MOTICE

Motice is hereby given thal the Twanly Esghi
Annual General Meeting (287 AGM) of the
membars of the Company will be held on
Saturday, the 20 day of September, 2018 &t
12.00 noon at Katriva Hotel & Towers, # B, Raj
Bhavan Road, Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500
(82 Telangana, fo frangact the business as sel
putin the Motice of the AGM daled: 20082073
which was already dispatched to all members at
their recard address through permitted mode
pursuant io Saction 108 of the Companies A,
J113. Modice is alsa hereby given that pursweant
lo Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 Mhe
Act’) read with Rule 20 of the Companies
[Management and Administration) Rules, 2014,
the Company is also providing E-vating Facility
[EVEN 108947) {0 cast their vole by electronic
means on &l the resolulions set forth in the
Motice through wer asoling nadl.com. Motice is
alsa herety given that e Remotes e-wating shall
commeance from 23.09. 2018 at 9.00 am 3T o
23,09, 2018 &t 05.00 pum. 15T and the Regisier
of Members and Zhane Transfer Books of fhe
Company will remain closed on Thursday,
2709 518 (Ona Day only). The cut off date for
remole e-vpding i5 2209.2018, The membsrs
prazent who has not availed the facilty of
remole e-voling can wile through "BallobPal
paper” af the AGM. For any grievance pleass
contact L3 Shaik Ibraheem &l the Registersd
office of the Compsarmy

By arder of the Boand
By order of the Board 54/ -
G Srin?falur;a Raju it
st A Managing Director
Place: Hyderabad ~ Managing Director Place: Hyderabad o
LDEI!E.' 07,08, 2018 L Date:07.00,.2018
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O ANDHRA BANK

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Nampally Branch, Hyderabad

Contact: (23468576/569)
POSSESSION NOTICE {RULE 8 (1) OF SECURITY INTEREST

(ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002} (for immovable property)
WHEREAS The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Andhra Bank under the Securitization
and Reconstruction of financial Assetsand Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54
0f 2002) and In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (2) of the Act read with rule 3 of the
security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice dated 19-05-2018 calling up on
the borrower M/s Sri Swathi Enterprises, D No.5-8-9-14, Sreemantha Commercial Complex,
Nampally Station Road, Nampally , Hyderabad 500001 to repay the amount mentioned in the
notice being Rs.52,15,909.57( Rupees Fifty Two Lakhs Fifteen thousand Nine Hundred Nine and
paise Fifty Seven ) only within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the
security interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 on this the 14-09-2018 for Property No.2 and 15-09-
2018 for Property No.1.
The Borrower in particular and the public in general is here by cautioned not to deal with the property
and any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of Andhra Bank for an amount
Rs.52,15,909.57( Rupees Fifty Two lakhs Fifteen Thousand Nine Hundred Nine and paise Fifty
Seven) only ason 20.04.2018 and interest thereon. The Borrower attention is invited to the provisions
of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time, to redeem the secured assets.
DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Property No.1:Land and Building:- Residential Flat belonging to Mr. K Shravan Kumar (Owner
of the Property), situated at Flat No. 103, Ist. Floor, SHOURYAAvenue, bearing Municipal No.11-
13-242/1/103, Plot No.180 (Southern Part) with an undivided share of land 33.33 sy. yards, in
Sy.No.9/l/F & 10,Ward No.11, Block 13, Road No.5 , Alkapuri Colony, Saroornagar village and
mandal, Ranga Reddy Dist. and bounded by East:Open to Sky, West;Coridor, North; Open to Sky
South:FlatNo.102
Property No.2:Land and Building:-Residential Flat belonging to Mr. B Nagesh (Owner of the
Property), situated at Flat No.C-506/56,VthFloor, Block C, NANDANAM Apartments, Premises
bearing Municipal No.5-8-42/56, with an undivided share of land 18.00Sy.yards, , Fateh Sulthan
Lane, Nampally, Hyderabad 500001 and bounded by East:Open, West:Lobby & Stair case North:
Neighbours flat ,South:Open

CHIEF MANAGER & AUTHORIZED OFFICER
ANDHRA BANK

Place:Hyderabad
Date:15.09.2018

Regional Office 1,6-3-915, HMWS & SB Building
West Block, 2nd Floor, Khairatabad
Hyderabad 500 004 (Tel No.040-23311943)

L f - f =, .i..
1. SyndicateBank

RECOVERIES SECTION
Ref No: 578/PN/3053/ROCH/1813/2017-18 Date:14-09-2018

POSSESSION NOTICE [Appendix IV under the Act-Rule-8(1)]

Where as, the undersigned being the authorised officer of the Syndicate Bank under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2)
read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand
Notice dated 23-05-2017 calling upon the borrower and also owner of the property/
surety to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 9,22,577/- (Rupees Nine
Lakhs Twenty Two Thousand Five Hundred Seventy Seven only ) within 60 days from
the date of the said notice.The borrower M/s Padmasree Collections rep. by its
proprietor Sri K. Bala Narasimha Swamy S/o Sri K. Balaiah having failed to repay the
amount, notice is hereby given to the owner/s of property and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with
rule 8 of the said rules on this the day of 14th September, year 2018.

The owners of property in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the
Syndicate Bank, Moula Ali Branch, Hyderabad for an amount of Rs.9,22,577/- and
interest thereon, costs etc. from 01-05.2017 till the date of realization.

Property owned by Sri K. Bala Narasimha Swamy S/o Sri K. Balaiah

All that the Flat Property Flat No.104, First Floor, H.N0.1-9-222/FF/104, SSB
Residency, Gramakantam, Kushaiguda Old Village, GHMC Khapra Circle, Keesara
Mandal, R.R.District. Hyderabad and bounded byNorth: Flat No.105, South : Open to
Sky, East: Staircase and West: Open to sky

Date: 14-09-2018
Place: Hyderabad

Sd/-Authorised Officer,
Syndicate Bank,Regional Office |,Hyderabad

DHRA BANK ‘ Hiyderabad - 500008,

A Gowt. of Indla Underaking) Phone No.040-23421135
NOTICE TO THE EORROWER INFORMING ABOUT SALE (30 DAYS NOTICE)
(RULE 6(2) / 8{6) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002)

A

To:1.Borrower(3) :M/s Karuna Industries(Represented by Proprietor)
Mrs. Mullapudi LakshmiW'o Mr Kolluri Ravi,Plot Mo 179H.Mo.254/2,
Padmanagar Phase | Chintal, Quithbullapur. Ranga Haddy Distict - 500037

2 ran ra: 8) Mr. Thammineni Rambabu S/o Mr.T
Satyam H.Mo. 48-272/3, Padmanagar Phase-1, Chintal, Quthbullapur,Ranga
Raddy District. b) Mrs. Thammineni Subhadra Wio T Rambabu H.No. 49-
27.213, Padmanagar Phase-1,Chintal, Quthbullapur, Ranga Reddy District

3. Guarantor: Mr. Kolluri Ravi, S/o Kolluri Mishak H.Mo.46-111, Bhagatsingh
Magar,Chintal, Quthbullapur, Hyderabad 500037

Sub: Sale of property belonging to you for realization of amount due
to Andhra Bank Under The Securitisation And Reconstruction Of
Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act (Act 54 Of
2002).Whereas you have defaulled to pay the amount due from you
inspite of demand made by me/Bank through Demand Notice Ufs 13(2)
dated 04.12.2017. |, in exerciss of the powers conferred under the above
Act ook possassion of the below mentionad proparty on 16.05.2018
(Symbaolic).Even after taking possession of the proparty, you have not
paid the amount due from vou to Andhra Bank. As such, it has bacome
nacassary to sall the below meantioned property al the Resarve Price of
Rs. B6,10,000/- {Rupees Eighty Six lakhs ten thousand only) by public
auction/e-auction after 30 days from the date of this notice. The date and
time of auction and the details of the service provider shall be informed
through a Sale Notice which shall be issued separately, and the property
would be sold to the person who offers highest price.Since, the property
may be sold by Private Sale also or obtaining quotations from the persons
also, subject to terms and conditions acceptable to the bank and intending
purchaser.If you have any such proposal of selling the property to any
person by private sale or by getting quotation, the same may be
communicated to me within ¥ days from the date of receipt of this
letterfMotice.Failing which, it will be construed that yvou have no such
proposal and | will proceed with sale of properly by public auction/e-
auction.Please take notice that if you pay the amount due as specified in
the Demand Notice dated: 04.1.2.2017 with subsequent interast thereon
along with cost and expenses incurred by the bank till date before the date
of publication of notice for public auction or inviting guotations or tender
from public or private treaty for transfer by way of lease, assignment or
sale of secured assets, no further action shall be laken for sale of the
property mentioned in the schedula. {Right of redemption is available as
par section 13(8) of the Act}.Schedule of Property :All that part and
parcel of the property consisting of Land Admeasuring 500 5q. Yards In
Plot No.179 In Sy.no.128/2 With H.no 49-25472, With Built Up Area Of 100
Sq.ft. Of Acc Situated At Padmanagar Colony, Phaszse |, Quthbullapur,
Hyderabad-500053. And Bounded By EastPlot No.178 West:Plot
Mo, 180, Morth: 30 Feet Wide Road, South:Plot Mo, 190,

Date:16-09-2018 Place: Hyderabad AGMICHIEF MANAGER & Authorized Officer

states and Union Territories
would be open-defecation-free
in fouryears?” he said, calling it
a historic day.

Adityanath said Uttar
Pradesh, the country’s most
populous and among the most
poor states, would be ODF by
October 2,2018, as per a base-
line survey of the Clean India
campaign. He said that his gov-
ernment is working to ensure
that every family has a toilet by
October 2019.

His government has built
over 1.36 crore toilets since it
came to power last year and its
emphasis on cleanliness hasled
to a drastic fall in vector-borne
diseases, he said.

Modilauded Adityanath for
his government’s efforts.

Cleanliness is playing an
important role in improving
people’s living standards, he
said, citing a WHO estimate
that over three lakh lives
would be saved by itand alsoa
study that cases of diarrhoea
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would fall by over 30%.

Lack of cleanliness plays
havoc, especially in the lives of
the poor, pushing them into a
cesspool of diseases, he said.

The prime minister spoke
to people in states such as As-
sam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Bi-
har, Karnataka, Rajasthan
and Haryana.

He also interacted with
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
personnelinvolved in cleaning
Pangong Lake and its sur-
roundings in Leh, besides reli-
gious and spiritual figures, in-
cluding Sadhguru Jaggi
Vasudev, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
and Mata Amritanandamayi.

He also interacted with
Sikh religious figures from
Patna Sahib gurudwara, Mus-
lim custodians of Ajmer
Sharif and some from a media
group. He praised the efforts
of newspapers and news
channels in supporting the
Swachh Bharat campaign.

Modi said those working for

done if pit head plants are oper-
ated at near 100% capacity in-
stead of the general 70-75%.
The power ministry is of the
view that all power-producing
units should be given access to
coal to which plants, which
have no PPAs or with partial
PPAs, can depress coal prices.

Time right
for policy
intervention
on rupee:
Yes Bank

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kolkata, September 15

THE RUPEE IS close toitsin-
trinsic value of around 72
per US dollarand the time s
ripe for policy intervention
to check further deprecia-
tion of the Indian currency,
according to Yes Bank.
“The time is right for
policy intervention to an-
chor the sentiment and
check rupee depreciation.
Currently, the rupee is
tracking closer to its in-
trinsic value,” Yes Bank
group president and chief
economist Shubhada Rao
said on Saturday.
Speaking at the Mer-
chants’ Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry’s India
Economic Forum 2018,
Rao said that according to
the bank’s view, intrinsic
value of the rupee is around
72 againsta US dollar taken
onabaseof 2011-12.
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) India resident
representative Andreas W
Bauer also said according
to their latest report, the
rupee was around its Real
Effective Exchange Rate
(REER). Rao said any fur-
ther slide from the current
levels was unlikely but it is
difficult to predict exact
numbers due to senti-
ments, global geopolitical
and economic reasons. She
said fundamentally the
current crisis is not similar
tothe 2013 situation.
“During 2013, inflation
was around 119%, while
now the inflation has been
eased to about 5% among
otherfactors,”she said.Rao,
however, favours the need
for policy intervention by
way of controlling con-
sumption-related imports
like gold.

Ashok Khurana, director gen-
eral of the Association of Power
Producers, clarified that if re-
strictions were removed from
coal offtake and distressed
power units given access to
coal, they were willing to sell
power at ¥3.50 per unit rather
than the NTPC,which was forc-

the cleanliness campaign
would be remembered like
freedom fighters in times to
come and would be known as
the true heirs of Gandhi.

He said his government is
working for “waste to wealth”
and sought contributions from
everybody. The government
alone cannot doit,he added.

Building toilets and
putting in place sanitation
measures alone would not do,
he said,asking people toincul-
cate cleaning habits in their
lives. Indian culture has tradi-
tionally put an emphasis on
cleanliness, he said.

After his nearly two-hour-
long interaction, Modi took
partin a cleanliness drive on
the premises of Baba Sahib
Ambedkar Higher Secondary
School in Paharganj.

Union ministers, BJPleaders
and workers from across the
country participated in the ex-
ercise following the prime min-
ister’s programme.

NTPC plans boosting utilisation
of low-cost power plants

ing to buy power at ¥5.84 per
unit. Power prices could have
been market-driven, he said.

However, in view of the dis-
coms' purchasing capacity,
NTPC was trying to produce
cheaper power and supply to
state discoms instead of bar-
gaining with them with cost-
lier power.

"NTPC has not bid for any
PPA since 2011 and the com-
pany has assured coal linkage
getsitinregulated price. Hence,
their monopoly in the power
market," Khurana said.

Although NTPC,at one point
of time, was vying for taking
over stressed assets and consol-
idating the generation business,
NTPC's corporate communica-
tions made clear the company
was not looking for acquisition
of stressed assets unless such as-
sets ensured high returns on eg-
uity and had proper PPAs and
coal linkage.

NTPC is comfortable with
banks taking over stressed
power projects and NTPC run-
ning them for a fee.

Pradhan urges
policymakers
to focus on
nature of
future jobs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, September 15

UNION MINISTER DHARMEN-
DRA Pradhan on Saturday
called for a collective intro-
spection on the changing na-
ture of job profiles and urged
policymakers to zero in on the
nature of future jobs and their
availability. Public policymak-
ers need to come to grips with
changing nature of jobs and
their availability, Pradhan said
while releasing a report, Fu-
ture of Jobs in India-2.0 and
Employer-led Models of Job
Creation-Version:2, at 11th
Global Skills Summit organ-
ised by Ficci here.

"Those responsible for
fashioning public policy need
to zero in on the nature of fu-
ture jobs and where they
would be available,” he said,
adding "the belief that tech-
nology and innovation were
squeezing the job space was a
myth". While some jobs were
being squeezed, a multi-fold
increase was being witnessed
in many other sectors due to
technological innovation, the
skill development and entre-
preneurship minister said.

Internet, he said,was chang-
ing the character of the work-
place at a frenetic pace, and
therefore, policy shapers need
to astutely comprehend the
jobs scenario. India is blessed
with intellectual manpower,
and the time was ripe to chan-
nelise this asset into creation of
gainful employment for the
people endowed with the right
type of skills,he added.

TV Mohan Das Pai, chair-
man, Ficci Skill Development
Committee, said India will
witness 24 million people
reach the age of 21 by 2025
and the challenge will be to
absorb them in productively
in the workforce.

Current laws inadequate to check
abuse of money in polls: CEC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, September 15

CHIEF ELECTION COMMIS-
SIONER (CEC) OP Rawat said
on Saturday that the present
set of laws are “inadequate” to
tackle the menace of black
money in elections and noted
that Cambridge Analytica like
“machinations” of data theft,
data harvesting and fake news
pose a potent threat to the

electoral process in
the country.
Rawat,speaking on the‘chal-

lenges to India electoral democ-
racy’ at a symposium, said
democracy does not run on
whims and it requires traits
such as courage, character, in-
tegrity and knowledge that are
diminishing and on the “verge
of extinction”in the country.

The CEC, underlining a
number of issues and chal-
lenges that face the electoral
body, said clean elections are
like a “well spring of legiti-
macy” for the leadership and
the people of the country,and
if this was contaminated by
such issues, the common man
becomes “cynical” about the
entire system,whichisanarea
of concern.

“With the rise of fake news,
with the rise of make-believe
things,with the rise of all kinds
of machinations like data
theft, data harvesting, profil-
ing, targeted communication,
affecting not only communi-
cation, but referendum the
world over and changing the
outcome of any process,which
is meant to translate popular
will in (taking) a healthy deci-
sion, in (choosing) a healthy
representative government...
that’s the potent threat every
democracy in the world is fac-
ing,” Rawat said at the event
organised by the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) of Delhi.

The CEC said the EC was
well aware of these issues
amongst many others similar
to them.

“Here, in our country, the
Commission is seized with is-

Chief Election
Commissioner OP Rawat e

sues such as cyber security, se-
curing our data, so that Cam-
bridge Analytica kind of things
do not happen over elections,
about misuse and abuse of so-
cial media platforms, about
fake news, about all kinds of
ills that get into whether it is
management of electoral rolls,
campaign finance, polling
process or technology,” he said.

Specifically talking about
the use of money power during
polls, the top EC functionary
said that current laws were not
of much help for them to en-
sure a complete check of this
abuse and that is why “state
funding” of polls is not possi-
ble in India at present.

“Abuse of moneyis the main
concern for India and in Indian
elections.There hasbeenalot of
talk about bringing trans-
parency in campaign finance,
even people talk about state
funding. “But whatever legal
framework is available as on
date todayis notadequatetoad-
dress this issue. And, therefore,
the commission has been sug-
gesting a number of reforms in
this direction,’the CEC said.

On state funding, he said,
the commission feels that “it
won’t serve the purpose effec-
tively because so long as you
have torrents of money from
such sources flowing into the
election arena, the state fund-
ing is just like a fig leaf trying
to control that torrent.”

Rawat said effective use of
media and curbing use of fake
news and paid news are an im-
portant area on which the poll
body has been working upon.
“..(The) major challenge is about
the management of media, in-
cluding social media. That is
multiple dimensions, starting
from ownership of media.

“If you study the owner-
ship of media, you will find
that enormous change has
come about and whatever we
could think in terms of free-
dom of press... that ‘press’is
maybe just a minuscule part
languishing in some corner
of the whole media spec-
trum,” he said. “So instead of
treating it as a monolith, if we
analyse in media component
terms and focus ourselves on
assuring the freedom of
press... I think all these ills,
which have emerged in the
form of fake news, paid news,
etc,will automatically evapo-
rate,” Rawat said.

The CEC, during his speech,
underlined that the purifica-
tion of electoral rolls was a ma-
jor and important task before
the Election Commission and it
will go on till the poll body is
fully“satisfied”about it.

The CEC said this was
largely happening, as most
people registered (in the elec-
toral rolls) at new places of reg-
istration forget to get their
names deleted at the old place
of residence.

“That is why duplicates are
generated. All these attempts
(to purify the electoral rolls)
have delivered rich dividends
and have constituted in con-
siderable enhancing of the per-
centage of polling, besides our
electoral participation efforts.

“Thisis oneinitiative that has
given us a lot of satisfaction...
this will continue till the com-
mission is satisfied that it is per-
fectall overthe country,”he said.

He said he was surprised
to see during the Karnataka
election—in Bengaluru—that
the polling percentage was
the lowest.
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