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ranjanmathai

Not even onemolecule of gas
was exported from Qatar in
1995,whenSheikhHamadbin
Khalifa Al-Thani took power
as Emir of the Gulf kingdom.
By 2006, Qatar had become
theworld’s largest exporter of
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
andheld thisposition forover
a decade. Almost 20 per cent
of global gas exportswere still
sourced from Qatar until the
ongoing US-Iranwar blocked
shipmentswith severe conse-
quences feltworldwide.
Sheikh Hamad abdicated

the throne in 2013 and there-
after only held the affection-
ate title of “Father Emir”. Yet,
India and many countries
marked his passing away on
July12withofficialmourning,
andpersonal tributes.
In 2004, India’s first

imports of LNG came from
Qatar; 40 per cent of our
imports still came from that
country till February when
supplies stalled, hitting
India’s fertiliser and ceramics
industries, among others.
Customers elsewhere, who
use gas extensively for power
generation and heating, are
evenmore adversely affected
by price hikes and shortages.
The trajectory of how this
small Gulf country became so
crucial to theworld’sgastrade
is closely associated with the
career of its formerEmir.
In 1977, when Sheikh

Hamad became the Crown
Prince, Qatar was one of the
OrganisationofthePetroleum
ExportingCountries (OPEC)’s
minorplayers,withexportsof
400,000barrelsperday-about
5 per cent of that of Saudi
Arabia. It lived in the shadow
of the major oil producers
aroundit,as ithadoil reserves
miniscule in comparison to
theirs. What it did have, how-
ever,wasnaturalgas, lotsof it.
Without awayof selling it.
As early as 1971, explora-

tion by Shell had identified

the giant gas dome (now
known as the North Field) in
shallowwater offshore Qatar,
extendingacross theGulf into
Iranian waters (where it is
calledSouthPars).But itwasa
non-associated gas field —
with no oil beneath the gas
and condensate — while the
international oil companies
and Qatar wanted oil! Qatar
was too far away from major
gasmarkets forpipelines, and
LNGtradewas limited.
When Qatar joined other

Gulf states in nationalising
hydrocarbon production in
the late 1970s, Shell walked
away from plans for develop-
ment of LNG export infra-
structure. Qatar formed the
Qatar Gas Co. in 1984, but ran
intofinancialheadwinds.The
1986 oil price collapse led to
severeeconomicausterityand
domesticdiscontent.Legends
abound that the then Emir
decreedthathehimselfhadto
sign cheques for budgetary
expenditure above $50,000!
The Crown Prince became

the Chairman of the Supreme
Council for Planning in 1989.
Hethenbeganhispartnership
with a remarkable Qatari pro-
fessional, Abdullah bin
HamadAl Attiyah, who effec-
tively led Qatar’s energymin-
istries for 20years.
With budgetary funds

beingminimal, LNGdevelop-
ment followed a ‘do what has
tobedone’ approach.
Qatar pledged future oil

revenues as collateral, as a
consortium including Japa-
nese trading firms began
investment. The Japanese
link led toabigJapaneseelec-
tric utility, which in 1992
signed the first confirmed
offtake agreement, a decisive
moment for LNG projects.
Involving Mobil from the
US in the consortiumbrought
in not only LNG experience
but a US strategic interest in
theproject.
Simultaneously, good

working relations weremain-
tainedwith Iran since the gas
field is shared with that
country, and legal or oper-
ational disputes which could
delay development had to be
avoided. Al-Attiyah (whoalso
passedawayrecently) focused
energy diplomacy on Asian
countries believing theywere
the demand drivers for the
future. Success came first in
Korea, and then in India.
Qatar’s LNG development

in the 1990s proved a quali-
tatively different experience
fromoil production.
Building liquefaction

plants, cryogenic storage
tanks, and an entirely new
port to facilitate shipment on

specialised cryogenic tankers
led to a huge influx of foreign
technicians, construction
crews, bankers, traders and a
variety of professionals. The
populationboomedandecon-
omic and social life began to
witness a sweeping change.
The old Emir was unable to
adjust to the new realities,
becoming increasingly
unpopular and an obstacle to
Qatar’s growth. In 1995,
Sheikh Hamad took over in a
bloodless coup. From 1996,
when LNG export revenues
began toflowin, theeconomy
was transformed; andwith it,
Qatar’s international profile.
In 2001, Qatar hosted the
World Trade Organisation
ministerial conference,
which launched the ‘Doha
Round”ofnegotiations.
By 2013, when the Emir

handedoverpower tohis son,
Qatar had developed LNG
export capacity of 77 million
tonnesper annum,close to 30
per cent of the world total. Its
GDPhadboomedby2,000per
cent to $180 billion, making
Qatarisstatisticallytherichest
on earth with per capita GDP
about $100,000!
The years since have seen

Qatar expand its influence
through investments by its
sovereignwealth fund, one of
the wealthiest in the world. It
exercises soft power by host-
ing international events such
astheFIFAWorldCupin2022.
It believes being interna-
tionally relevant adds to its
ownsecurity,andhassoughta
mediatoryrole invariouscon-
flict areas in West Asia and
Africa. It isstill involvedinthe
on-again,off-againdiplomacy
to end the current US-Iran
war. Whether it succeeds or
not, it will be recognised that
its reach is founded on its
growthfromanoilminnow,to
a gas giant. Ledmostly by the
Emir ithas justbid farewell to.
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
Thewriter isa
formerdiplomat

TheEmirwhobuilt
an energy giant

OPINION

UndertheleadershipofSheikhHamadbinKhalifaAl-Thani,
whodiedonJuly12,Qatarbecametheworld’s largestexporter
of liquefiednaturalgasandheldthispositionforoveradecade

sanket koul
NewDelhi, 22 July

Maleinfertilityisemergingasa
key growth driver for India’s
assistedreproductionindustry,
prompting fertility chains to
expand diagnostic and treat-
ment offerings as more men
come forward for evaluation
amid changing lifestyles and
delayedparenthood.
The shift comes as India’s

in-vitro fertilisation (IVF)
market, estimated at $1.4 bil-
lionandcomprisingmorethan
2,000 clinics, prepares for its
next phase of expansion. The
country currently performs
about 200,000-250,000 IVF
cycles annually, a number
expected to rise to around
400,000by 2030,with smaller
citiescontributingsignificantly
tothegrowth.
Executives at leading IVF

chains and fertility specialists
told Business Standard that
male factors now account for
around 40-50 per cent of
infertility cases, either inde-
pendently or alongside
female infertility. They said
this reflects both changing
lifestyle and a greater willing-
ness among men to undergo
fertilityassessment.
Rohit Gutgutia, medical

director at Nova IVF Fertility
Kolkata, said male infertility
cases inhis clinic had risenby
roughly 25 per cent over the
past five years,withmenaged
30-35 accounting for agrowing
shareofconsultations.
“In the past, one in four

infertilityvisitshadconfirmed
male factors. Today, thefigure
is nearer one in three due to
improved awareness and a
genuineriseinconditionssuch
as poor sperm count, reduced
motility and abnormal sperm
morphology,” said Manika
Khanna, chairperson and
managingdirectoratGaudium
IVF. The increase in men
seeking diagnosis and treat-

mentisreshapingconsultation
patterns and fuelling demand
for advancedprocedures such
as intracytoplasmic sperm
injection(ICSI).
“Foryears, infertility inves-

tigations largely focused on
womenfirst. That is changing
as more couples undergo
evaluation together and men
are increasingly willing to be
tested,” said Manisha Singh,
additional director for repro-
ductivemedicine and surgery
atFortisHospital,Bengaluru.
Industry watchers said

maleinfertility-relatedconsul-
tations, investigations and
treatments contribute nearly
40 per cent to overall fertility
revenue at several smaller IVF
chains. An executive with a
Delhi-based IVFfirmsaid ICSI
could cost between ~1.2 lakh
and ~2.5 lakh per cycle, while
consultations and initial tests
couldcostupwardsof~20,000,
depending on age and clinic
location.
Khanna, however, said

infertility treatment is
planned for a couple rather
than an individual partner,
making it difficult to strictly
separate revenue attributable
tomaleandfemale infertility.
“Most treatmentpathways,

including intrauterine insemi-
nation and IVF, have been
designed based on the com-
bined fertility profile of the
couple,”shesaid.
Clinics are also witnessing

higher demand for advanced
semen analysis, sperm DNA
fragmentation testing, fertility
preservation and surgical
sperm-retrievalprocedures.

Lifestyle,environmental
factorsatplay
Doctors attribute the rise in
male infertility to obesity, dia-
betes, smoking, chronic stress,
inadequate sleep and seden-
tary lifestyles. Occupational
pressures, particularly among
technology professionals and
others with irregular work
schedules,arealsoemergingas
acontributingfactor.
“Prolonged scrotal heat

exposurefromlaptopuse,tight
clothing and extended sitting
contributes to impairment of
testicular function,” said
Gautam Daftary, founder and
managingdirectorofMumbai-
basedAksigenIVF.
Doctors also flagged

exposuretoendocrine-disrupt-
ingchemicalsfoundinplastics,
pesticides, food packaging
and industrial pollutants,
which can interfere with the
hormonal regulation of sperm
production. “The misuse of
anabolic steroids for muscle
building has also emerged as
an importantconcernbecause
itcansignificantlyaffectsperm
production,”saidRiniSharma,
director at Noida-based
KailashIVF.
Delayed family planning is

anotherfactor,withmanyindi-
viduals choosing to have
childrenlaterbecauseofcareer
and financial priorities. The
mean age at first fatherhood
has risen to the early thirties
across urban India over the
past twodecades.
“Publishedinfertilecohorts

havereportedDNAfragmenta-
tionrates in therangeof24per
centinmenover40,compared
with around 17 per cent in
men under 30. Delayed
parenthood, which is often a
sensibleindividualresponseto
economic and career press-
ures,hasabiologicalcostatthe
level of male reproductive
health,”Daftarysaid.

Beyondmetros
While Bengaluru,Hyderabad,
Chennai and Delhi-NCR
remain large markets,
fertility providers said consul-
tationsarerisingrapidlyacross
Tier-II and Tier-III cities as
awareness improves and
advanced services become
moreaccessible.
“We are seeing a lot more

male fertility cases in Tier-II
regions,with a contributionof
about 45 per cent. Apart from
metros, ourobservation is that
the prevalence is higher in
NorthandCentralIndiancities
such as Varanasi, Gorakhpur
andBhopal,”Gutgutiasaid.
Several chains said

male-only consultations are
also increasing, although joint
consultations remain
dominant. Clinics are increas-
ingly encouraging simulta-
neous evaluation of both
partners, allowing earlier
diagnosisandtreatment.
“While acceptance in

smaller cities is getting better,
we believe we have just
touched the tip of the iceberg,
and there is still greater aware-
ness needed that infertility
impacts both genders,” said
Shobhit Agarwal, chief execu-
tiveofficeratNovaIVF.

Male infertilitydrivesIVF
boom,clinicswidenservices
Currently, 250K IVF cycles performed annually;may rise to 400Kby2030

Growing concern
Men aged 30-35 formmajorn
chunk seeking consultations

About 40%: Revenuen
contribution frommale
infertility-related
consultations, investigations,
and treatments

Smaller cities liken
Varanasi, Gorakhpur, and
Bhopal seeing rise in
consultation rates
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