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CHINA DETAINS OZ JOURNO OVER NATIONAL SECURITY
NATASHA CHAKU / Melbourne

Australian news anchor Cheng Lei
was arrested in Beijing on national se-
curity grounds last month, China’s for-
eign ministry spokesman has re-
vealed, speaking just hours after two
other Australian journalists arrived
home after fleeing the country, reports
The Guardian.

On Tuesday afternoon, a
spokesman for the foreign ministry,
Zhao Lijian, told a daily press confer-
ence, Cheng was “suspected of  carry-
ing out illegal activities endangering
China’s national security”.

According to the Guardian report,
Cheng, a business journalist for the
state broadcaster CGTN, was taken
into secretive detention in mid-August,
the Australian government revealed
last week. Consular staff  were able to
visit Cheng by videolink but were not
told why she had been detained.

Meanwhile, two journalists from
Australia working in China have been

evacuated after they were questioned
by Chinese police and were forced to
seek refuge in Australian diplomatic
missions in the communist nation
amidst a diplomatic standoff  between
Canberra and Beijing.

The develop-
ment came days
after Beijing pub-
licly confirmed
the arrest of  an
Australian jour-
nalist, Cheng Lei,
who was working
for China's state-
run China Global
Television Net-
work (CGTN), the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
(ABC) News reported.

Bill Birtles, the ABC's correspondent
based in Beijing, and Mike Smith, the
Australian Financial Review's (AFR)
correspondent based in Shanghai,
boarded a flight to Sydney on Monday
night after they were questioned sepa-

rately by China's Ministry of  State se-
curity, the report said. They landed in
Sydney on Tuesday.

With the two journalists moving out
of  China, Australia now has no ac-
credited reporter left in the country for

the first time
since the mid-
1970s.

Australian For-
eign Minister
Marise Payne in
a statement on
Tuesday said
consular officials
had provided
support to the
journalists.

"The Australian Government has
provided consular support to two Aus-
tralian journalists in China to assist
their return to Australia. Those Aus-
tralians have now arrived in Australia.
Our Embassy in Beijing and Con-
sulate-General in Shanghai engaged
with Chinese Government authorities

to ensure their wellbeing and return to
Australia," she said.

Seven uniformed officers simultane-
ously visited the homes of  Smith in
Shanghai and Birtles in Beijing on
Thursday morning. Both journalists
were told they were persons of  interest
in an investigation into Cheng who
was detained last month, the AFR re-
ported.

According to ABC, the reporters
were told they were banned from leav-
ing the country and needed to organise
a time to be questioned over a "nation-
al security case". Birtles spent four
days sheltering in Australia's Embassy
in Beijing, while Smith took refuge in
Shanghai consulate as diplomats nego-
tiated with Chinese officials to allow
them to safely leave the country, the re-
port said. Smith and Birtles landed
safely in Sydney on Tuesday after the
"exit ban" was lifted when they sub-
mitted to a request from China's Min-
istry of  State Security to be inter-
viewed, the AFR reported.

Last two Australian correspondents pulled out of China

The diplomatic standoff
marks further deterioration 

in the Australia-China
relationship, already

buffeted by trade tensions,
espionage, Hong Kong and
the coronavirus pandemic.

WILDFIRES BURN RECORD 2 MILLION ACRES

California is boiling
MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AND

CHRISTOPHER WEBER 
Shaver Lake

New wildfires ravaged
bone-dry California during
a scorching Labour Day
weekend that saw a dramat-
ic airlift of  more than 200
people trapped by flames
and ended with the state's
largest utility turning off
power to 172,000 customers
to try to prevent its power
lines and other equipment
from sparking more fires.

California already has set
a record with 2 million
acres burned this year. The
previous record was set just
two years ago and included
the deadliest wildfire in

state history - the Camp
Fire that swept through the
community of  Paradise and
killed 85 people.

The utility said it has
learned from past prob-
lems, "and this year will be
making events smaller in
size, shorter in length and
smarter for customers."
Two of  the three largest
fires in state history are
burning in the San Francis-
co Bay Area. More than
14,000 firefighters are bat-
tling those fires and about
two dozen others around
California.

The fire danger also is
high in Southern Califor-
nia, where new fires were
burning in Los Angeles,

San Bernardino and San
Diego counties. The US For-
est Service on Monday de-
cided to close all eight na-
tional forests in the region
and to shutter camp-
grounds statewide.

"The wildfire situation
throughout California is
dangerous and must be tak-
en seriously." said Randy
Moore, regional forester for
the Forest Service's Pacific
Southwest Region that cov-
ers California. "Existing
fires are displaying extreme
fire behaviour, new fire
starts are likely, weather
conditions are worsening,
and we simply do not have
enough resources to fully
fight and contain every fire." 

Don’t kill your granny with virus,
UK Health Secy warns youngsters

ADITI KHANNA
London

Senior ministers in the UK
have joined leading scien-
tists to express concern as
the number of  coron-
avirus cases reflected a
rise in the country over
the past few days.

UK Housing Secretary
Robert Jenrick said on
Tuesday that the country
was entering a "period of
particular concern" after
the government's senior sci-
entific advisers gave stark
warnings over the rise in
cases.

His remarks came after
2,948 new UK cases were
recorded on Monday.

"The virus is still very
much with us, it's still con-
cerning," he told the BBC.

"If  we all play our own
part then we should be able
to maintain our daily lives
in this sort of  new normal
but we've got to be very cau-
tious because, as you've
seen, the number of  cases is
rising," he said.

His warning comes a day
after UK Health Secretary
Matt Hancock called on
younger people to continue
to be cautious as they would
be putting the elderly at risk
by transmitting the deadly
virus.

"Don't kill your gran by
catching coronavirus and
then passing it on. And you
can pass it on before you've
had any symptoms at all,"
said Hancock.

England's deputy chief
medical officer, Professor
Jonathan Van Tam, said the

increase in the number of
cases was of  "great con-
cern".

"People have relaxed too
much. Now is the time for us
to re-engage, and to realise
that this is a continuing
threat to us," he said.

Prof  Van Tam added that
hospital admissions and
deaths were "at a very low
level" in the UK and the rise
in cases was most promi-
nent among those aged be-
tween 17 and 21, but the
country risks following the
trajectory of some Euro-
pean Union (EU) countries.

"The fact that 17 to 21-year-
olds are not becoming ill
means they are lucky, but
they also forget because the
disease is not severe for
them that they are potent
spreaders," he said.

POTUS slams anti-vaccine
rhetoric by Biden & Harris

LALIT K JHA
Washington

US President Donald
Trump has slammed the
"rhetoric" against the coro-
navirus vaccine by Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden and run-
ning mate Senator Kamala
Harris, who he said would
"never" be the president.

Trump was apparently re-
sponding to a CNN inter-
view by Harris on Sunday,
in which the vice-presiden-
tial nominee said she
would not trust the presi-
dent unless there was a
credible source of  informa-
tion that talks about the
vaccine's efficacy and relia-
bility. 

"She (Harris) is talking
about disparaging a vac-
cine so that people don't
think the achievement was
a great achievement,"
Trump said at a Labor Day
press conference at the
White House on Monday.

"I don't want the achieve-

ment for myself. I want
something (that's) going to
make people better, that
people aren't going to get
sick with," he said. "That
includes therapeutics,
where we're doing equally
as well." The president as-
serted that a coronavirus
vaccine would be available
in a record time, maybe by
the end of  the year and
even before the November
3 presidential election.
This, he said, had un-
nerved his political oppo-
nents.

Biden and Harris "should
immediately apologise for
the reckless anti-vaccine
rhetoric that they are talk-
ing right now, talking

about endangering lives,"
Trump said.

"Numbers are looking un-
believably strong, unbe-
lievably good. So now
they'll say, 'wow Trump's
pulled this off. OK, let's dis-
parage the vaccine'. That's
so bad for this country.
That's so bad for the world
to even say that. That's
what they're saying," he
said. In response to a ques-
tion, Trump said: "I
watched Kamala's whole
numbers drop from 15 to al-
most zero (during the Dem-
ocratic primary) and then
drop out even before she
ran in Iowa (primary elec-
tions) because people did-
n't like it.

I will say that I would not trust Donald
Trump and it would have to be a

credible source of information that
talks about the efficacy and the

reliability of whatever he's talking
about. I would not take his word

—Kamala Harris

LONDON: The UK and the European Union blamed each
other Tuesday in their increasingly acrimonious post-Brexit
trade discussions that could just be weeks from collapse.
While the UK urged the EU to show "more realism" in the
discussions, the 27-nation bloc noted that it was a "world

power." The latest round of discussions kicked off in London
on Tuesday amid an air of pessimism because of concerns
that the British government is set to violate international
law by reneging on commitments made before the
country's departure from the bloc on January 31.

Post-Brexit talks: EU and UK’s blame game begins
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