


Voters to...
The election commission has issued detailed in-

structions with special focus on social distancing and
access to sanitization measures for voters and polling
officials. The commission has directed for mandatory
sanitization of  polling stations, thermal screening of
voters, sanitizer at the entry/exit point of  every
polling station and availability of masks. Posters in-
forming about the Covid-19 preventions would be dis-
played at visible locations. The last hour of  voting
will be for COVID-19 patients and people suspected to
be suffering from the disease, additional chief  elec-
toral officer Arun Tomar said.

Undertrial jumps...
However, family members, relatives and friends of  Sira-
juddin who reached jail in sizable numbers after receiv-
ing information of  his suspicious death said, ”Sirajud-
din can never take such a step.” 

They also staged a protest outside the jail. City Qazi
Khaliqurrehman visited the jail to take stock of  the
situation. Jail superintendent told him that the de-
ceased was suffering from depression. "Last night,
Sirajuddin had told barrack inmates that his father
had locked their house and shifted elsewhere and it
would cause problems to his wife and children,”
Sonkar told the qazi. After  post-mortem the body
was handed over to the family.  Meanwhile, jail su-
perintendent informed DG, Jail, DJ, District Magis-
trate and SP about the incident. She also suspended
four employees, including chief  guard Goverdhan
Singh and guards  Arjun Raghuwanshi, Narayan
Bagri and Narayan Singh Tomar for dereliction of
duty. A three-tier inquiry has also been initiated.
JMFC Meenu Pachori visited the jail for judicial
probe. Secondly, Bhairavgarh police along with FSL
team also collected evidence. Thirdly, jail superinten-
dent herself  started departmental probe. 

SC stays...
Advocates who appeared for Nath told court that it was

prerogative of  his party and not the ECI to remove his
name as a star campaigner.

ECI said Nath's petition against October 30 order is in-
fructuous as the campaigning for bypolls to 28 Vidhan
Sabha constituencies is over. After apex court order,
Congress leader and senior advocate Vivek Tankha
tweeted, "SC stayed ECI order delisting Kamal Nath as a
party star campaigner." 

Trump keeps
According to a Morning Consult poll released Monday

and taken on October 22-31, Biden has a lead in Florida and
Pennsylvania, the two states considered to be must-wins
for Trump to secure another term. Texas, a deeply Repub-
lican state that hasn’t voted for a Democratic president
since 1976, is tied with the likely voters split 48.1 per cent
for which candidate they are casting their ballot. Accord-
ing to the rolling poll, the only swing state where Trump is
leading is Ohio where he holds 49.2% compared to Biden’s
46.6%. Trump hinted at a rally that he might fire Dr. An-
thony S. Fauci after Election Day, further heightening the
tension between his administration and the nation’s top in-
fectious disease expert, even as the number of  new corona
cases in the US touches new highs. That had the supporters
up on their feet, chanting, “Fire Fauci! Fire Fauci!” Trump
listened in silence for a few moments before remarking:
“Don’t tell anybody, but let me wait until a little bit after the
election. I appreciate the advice.”
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Ex-Congress MP Annu Tandon joins SP
LUCKNOW: Former Congress MP Annu Tandon, along with her supporters, formally joined the
Samajwadi Party on Monday. She said that SP President Akhilesh Yadav was the main reason for her joining
the party because she had seen his working as the Chief Minister. “He is young, educated and a visionary.
In the prevailing circumstances in the country and the state, we need to strengthen secular forces,” she
said. She said that she had been in the Congress for almost 15 years and had received a great deal of
affection from the Gandhi family, but she was not being allowed to work by the state leadership.

NIA nabs Al-Qaeda conspirator 
who organised meetings

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) arrest-
ed a conspirator of  Al-
Qaeda from West Bengal,
who was generating funds
and recruiting people for
the banned terror organi-
sation and also organised
conventional meetings, of-
ficials said on Monday.

An NIA spokesperson
here said that it arrested
Abdul Momin Mondal, a
resident of  Murshidabad
district, in connection
with the Al-Qaeda case of
West Bengal and Kerala on
Sunday.

The official said that
Mondal was working as a
teacher in Raipur Darur
Huda Islamia Madrassa in

Murshidabad and was
found to be involved in a
“series of  conspiratorial
meetings convened by the
members of  the Al-Qaeda
module”.

“He was also trying to re-
cruit new members for the
group and was raising
funds for furthering its
terrorist activities,” the of-
ficial said. The NIA offi-
cial said that the resi-
dential premises of  the
accused were searched
and digital devices
were seized.

The NIA registered a
case on September 11
this year pertaining to
anti-national activi-
ties by a group of  jiha-
di terrorists consist-
ing of  more than 10
members inspired by

globally proscribed ter-
rorist group Al-Qaeda
planning to carry out
anti-national and terror-
ist activities at different
locations in India includ-
ing but not limited to
West Bengal, Delhi and
Kerala. The NIA has so far
arrested 11 accused have
been arrested in the case.

ORDER SET ASIDE- NEW DELHI: The Delhi HC on Monday set aside the trial
court order granting bail to a private school owner in a communal violence case
during anti-CAA protests in north-east Delhi in February, saying the entire country
is aggrieved by the action.

NDA consolidates
position in RS; Cong
at lowest ever tally

NEW DELHI: The rul-
ing NDA dispensation
further consolidated its
position in Rajya Sab-
ha crossing the 100-
mark after 9 BJP candi-
dates, including Union
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, were elect-
ed unopposed to the
Upper House on
Monday.

On the other
hand, the Congress,
which dominated
the Upper House for
a long time, is now
down to 38 seats —
its lowest ever tally
— in the 242-mem-
ber House after it
lost 2 more seats to
the BJP in the cur-
rent elections.  Of
the 11 Rajya Sabha
seats up for grabs,
10 from UP and 1
from Uttarakhand
— 9 were won by
BJP candidates, in-
cluding Union Ur-
ban Development
Minister Puri, tak-
ing the party's tally
to 92 seats. 
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