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WORLD 9Bolsonaro may be planning military coup amid rallies in Brazil: Report
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro and his allies could be preparing to mount a military coup in
Brazil, as per an influential group of former presidents, prime minis ters and leading public figures on
the left, the Gua r dian report ed. An open lett er claims rallies Bolsonaro followers are staging on Tu -
e sday represent a danger to democracy and amount to an insurrection modelled on Trump
supporters’ attack on the US Capitol on January 6. FREEPRESS

TUESDAY | SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 | INDORE

China mum on Taliban invite for govt inauguration
Kabul has invited China, Pak, Russia, Turkey, Iran & Qatar to take part in new govt formation ceremony: Report

KJM VARMA
Beijing

The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry on Monday did not re-
spond to a media report
claiming the Taliban has in-
vited China, Pakistan, Rus-
sia, Turkey, Iran and Qatar
to attend the new govern-
ment formation ceremony
in Afghanistan.

China is already coordinat-
ing its evolving policy on
Afghanistan with its “all-
weather ally” Pakistan and
Russia which also share bor-
ders with Afghanistan.

Beijing, which has kept its
Embassy open in Kabul

along with Pakistan and
Russia, is awaiting the for-
mation of  a government by
the Taliban to decide on
recognising it amid firm in-
dications by the US, the UK
and other western countries
that they will not be in a hur-
ry to endorse the new gov-
ernment in Kabul.

About a media report the
Taliban have invited China
and 5 other countries — Pak-
istan, Russia, Turkey, Iran
and Qatar — to take part in
the new government forma-
tion ceremony in Afghani -
stan, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Wang Wen-
bin said: “I have no informa-

tion to offer at this moment.”
He reiterated China sup-

ports “Afghanistan forming
an open, inclusive, broadly-
based govt upholding moder-
ate and prudent domestic
and foreign policies and live
in good terms with the

neighbouring countries.”
China is keeping a watch

on the Panjshir fight be-
tween the Taliban and the
militias of  Ahmad Massoud-
led NRF, which has reported-
ly delayed the formation of
the new govt in Afghanistan.

Students attend their class after private universities reopened in Kabul on Monday. Women attending private Afghan universities must
wear an abaya robe and niqab covering most of the face and classes must be segregated by sex — or at least divided by a curtain. —AFP

TRADE ALONG PAK-AFGHAN 
TORKHAM BORDER GUSHES 

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan-Afghanistan Torkham border, the
main trade route between the two countries, that also caters as
transit trade route for other nations, has seen a major surge in
trade activities since the Taliban have taken control of the border
operations on the Afghan side. The trade activities along the
border have increased as hundreds of trucks now, cross the
border on a daily basis for trade purposes. 

“Before the Taliban took control of the border, we used to have
many issues. We had to go through a wait for hours with loaded
trucks of supplies for clear an ce to cross into Afghani stan. We had
to pay Rs16,000 to Afghan security forces as bribe to cross the
border. And then had to pay more bribes on every check post from
Torkham till Mazar-i-Sharif,” said Gul Agha, a truck driver whose
daily routine of movement is to carry, tomatoes, fruits, vegetables
and other supplies from Afghanistan into Pakistan. “But now the
Taliban are there, we do not have to give many documents for
clearance nor do we have to pay any money. They give us a piece
of paper at the border and that is our legal permission to move
freely in Afghanistan till Mazar-i-Sharif,” he added. 

Another trader said business has doubled since the Taliban have
taken over control at the borders. Earlier, 70-80 vehicles would get
custom clearance in 24 hours. Now, over 300 vehicles come daily. 

WASHINGTON: A week after declaring America’s “new chapter” of
engagement with Afghanistan, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
will aim to form a united front with allies this week on how to tackle
the Taliban and ensure continued support for US bid to help evacuate
Americans and at-risk Afghans who remained behind. In a trip to
Qatar and Germany, Blinken will be overlapping with Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin who also departed on Sunday for a wider Gulf
visit covering Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain and Kuwait. The visit by
top US national security officials comes as the Biden administration

still grapples with the fallout from what is widely seen as a messy US
withdrawal from Afghani stan, criticised by President Joe Biden’s
fellow Democrats, as well as Republicans. Meanwhile, the Taliban are
preventing around 1,000 people includ ing dozens of US citizens and
Afghans holding visas to the US or other countries, from leaving
Afghanistan, US media reports has said. Multiple planes are waiting for
clearance for the departure from the group, The New York Times
reported and added the holdup is caused due to ongoing negotiations
between the US and Taliban.

After messy pullout, Blinken to intensify Af diplomacy

KELLI KENNEDY
Fort Lauderdale (US)

A man wearing full body
armor fatally shot 4 peo-
ple, including a mother
and the 3-month-old baby
she was cradling, and en-
gaged in a massive gun-
fight with police and
deputies before he was
wounded and surrendered,
a Florida sheriff  said Sun-
day. A girl, 11, who was
shot 7 times survived.

Polk County Sheriff
Grady Judd said during a
press conference even af-
ter 33-year-old Bryan Riley
was arrested on Sunday
morning, he was so ag-
gressive he tried to wrestle
a gun from police as he lay
on his hospital gurney.
Judd said Riley, a former
Marine who served as a
sharpshooter in both Iraq
and Afghanistan, seemed
to have targeted his vic-
tims at random and ap-
peared to be suffering from
mental health issues. Judd
said Riley’s girlfriend told
authorities Riley had been
slowly unraveling for
weeks and repeatedly told
her that he could commu-
nicate directly with God.

“They begged for their
lives and I killed them any-
way,” Judd said Riley told
them during a probe.

Investigators said pre-
liminary evidence shows
40-year-old Justice Glea-
son just happened to be an
unlucky stranger out
mowing his lawn Saturday
night when Riley drove by
his home in Lakeland,
about 48.28 km east of
Tampa, saying God told
him to stop because Glea-
son’s daughter was going
to commit suicide.

A second, unidentified
person also confronted Ri-
ley, telling him story was-
n’t true and warned they’d
call police if  he didn’t
leave, Judd said. He re-
ferred to the person as a
victim but declined to clar-
ify which one. Authorities
responded to the scene but
never found Riley.

MOTHER, BABY
AMONG 4 DEAD

FLORIDA SHOOTING

AGENCIES
Conakry

Soldiers who ousted Gui n e -
an President Alpha Conde
summoned his ministers
and top government offi-
cials to a meeting on Mon-
day, a day after a coup
which drew international
condemnation.

A spokesman for the unit
told state television that
failure to attend the 1100
GMT meeting would be
considered a “rebellion”,
as per Reuters. The
takeover in the West
African nation that holds
the world’s largest bauxite
reserves, an ore used to
produce aluminium, sent
prices of  the metal sky-
rocketing to a 10-year high
on Monday over fears of
further supply disruption
in the downstream market.
There was no indication of
such

disruption yet.
Light traffic resumed,

and some shops reopened
around the main adminis-
trative district of  Kaloum
in which witnessed heavy
gunfire throughout Sunday
as the special forces battled
soldiers loyal to Conde. A
military spokesman said
on television land air bor-

ders had also been re-
opened.

However, uncertainty re-
mains. While the elite unit
appeared to have Conde in
detention, telling the West
African nation on state tel-
evision that they had dis-
solved the government and
constitution, other branch-
es of  the army are yet to
publicly comment.

The special forces unit is
led by former French for-
eign legionnaire officer,
Colonel Mamady Doum-

bouya, who said on state
television on Sunday
“poverty and endemic cor-
ruption” had driven his
forces to remove Conde
from office.

The apparent coup has
been met by condemnation
from some of  Guinea’s
strongest allies. The quick-
ly denounced the takeover,
and both the African Union
and West Africa’s regional
bloc have threatened sanc-
tions.

In an overnight state-
ment, the US State Depart-
ment said violence and ex-
tra-constitutional meas-
ures could erode Guinea’s
prospects for stability and
prosperity.

“These actions could lim-
it the ability of  the United
States and Guinea’s other
international partners to
support the country,” the
statement said.

Regional experts say
however unlike in land-
locked where neighbours
and partners were able to
pressure a junta there af-
ter a coup, leverage on the
military in Guinea could
be limited because it is
not landlocked, also be-
cause it is not a member
of  the West African cur-
rency union.

Guinean govt officials are
barred from leaving the

country until further notice
and a curfew imposed in
mining areas has been
lifted, the leader of an
army unit which ousted
President Conde said.

Army coup leaders summon Guinea
ministers after Prez Conde’s ouster

AGENCIES / Tokyo

An International Atomic
Energy Agency mission ar-
rived in Japan on Monday to
help prepare for a decades-
long release into the ocean of
treated but still radioactive
water from the wrecked
Fukushima nuclear plant,
officials said.

The 3-member team will
meet with officials in Tokyo
and travel to the Fukushima
Daiichi plant to discuss tech-
nical details with experts
until Friday, IAEA and
Japanese officials said. 

The team, headed by Lydie
Evrard, head of  the IAEA’s
Dept of  Nuclear Safety and
Security, is gathering infor-
mation to prepare a review
of  the discharge plans. 

The Japanese government
and the plant’s operator,
Tokyo Electric Power Com-
pany Holdings, announced
plans in April to start releas-
ing the water in the spring of
2023 so hundreds of  storage
tanks at the plant can be re-

moved to make room for oth-
er facilities needed for its de-
commissioning.

The idea has been fiercely
opposed by fishermen, resi-
dents and Japan's neigh-
bours, including China and
South Korea.

The utility plans to send
the water through an under-
sea tunnel and discharge it
from a location about 1 kilo-
meter (0.6 mile) away from
the coastal power plant after
further treating and diluting
it with large amounts of  sea-
water.

"The Agency is supporting
Japan to ensure that the en-
tire operation to discharge
the water over the coming
decades is conducted in a
way that is consistent with
international safety stan-
dards," IAEA Director Gen-
eral Rafael Mariano Grossi
said in a statement. He said
the team will discuss the
timeline for IAEA reviews to
ensure the water discharge
is conducted "in a safe and
transparent manner." 

IAEA team to facilitate
Fukushima water release

Vaccine chief Kono Japan’s fave leader 
TOKYO: Japan’s outspoken Cabinet minister in charge of vaccinations,
Taro Kono, has the most popular support to become the country’s next
leader, as per opinion polls released on Monday, as potential
candidates jockey to replace outgoing PM Yoshihide Suga. Kono, 58, a
gra d uate of Georgetown Univer sity and fluent in English, is a rarity in
Japanese politics, dominated by elderly men. He has many fans among
younger people, with whom he communicates via social media. He has
also served as foreign and defense ministers.Suga's sudden
announcement on Friday that he will not seek another term as head
of the governing Liberal Democratic Party in a Sept. 29 vote opened
the way for an array of candidates.

3-year-old found after 3 days from Aus forest
CANBERRA: A 3-year-old boy wearing a sweat shirt and dia-
pers was found sitting in a creek and cupping water in his
hands to drink on Monday, 3 days after he was lost in rug ged
Australian woodland.
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