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India and China have agreed
to advance negotiations on a
framework for the settle-
ment of their boundary dis-
pute and strengthen mech-
anisms for managing the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC), while also deepening
cooperation in border trade
and pilgrimage. This is a
fresh e�ort to consolidate
peace and stability along the
border and improve bilateral
ties. 

The understanding was
reached during the 25th

round of talks between Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi  in Beijing
on August 25, according to
the Ministry of External
A�airs.

In an eight-point outcome
issued by the MEA on Wed-
nesday, the two sides reaf-
firmed their commitment to
guidance from the leaders of
the two countries and to
maintaining peace and tran-
quillity in border areas to
create conditions for the
“healthy and steady develop-
ment” of bilateral relations.

The latest talks come
ahead of the BRICS Summit
in India, which Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping is expected
to attend, as the two coun-
tries seek to stabilise ties

after years of tensions along
the LAC.

Significantly, the expert
group on Boundary Delimit-
ation and the Working
Group on Border Manage-
ment under the Working
Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination (WMCC)
will take forward discussions
on an “early and substantial
harvest” on boundary delim-
itation and border manage-
ment, the MEA statement
noted. Their first task will be
to finalise their respective
terms of reference. 

OMNI CHANNEL TALKS 

“The two sides agreed that
any situation on the ground
would be addressed
promptly through existing
diplomatic and military
channels, including the
WMCC, local commander-
level meetings and other

agreed mechanisms, to re-
solve outstanding issues and
avoid misunderstanding and
miscalculation along the
LAC. The two sides dis-
cussed ways to improve un-
derstanding of LAC in ap-
propriate areas, for better
border management,” the
statement highlighted.

The countries appreciated
the reopening of the three
designated border trading
points that could help revive
local economies and restore
livelihoods. India appreci-
ated the e�orts made by the
Chinese to increase the
batches of Indian o�cial pil-
grimage Kailash-Manasaro-
var Yatra in the Tibet
Autonomous Region of
China. 

The two sides also agreed
to advance negotiations on a
framework for resolving the
boundary question in ac-
cordance with the 2005
Agreement on Political Para-
meters and Guiding Prin-
ciples for the Settlement of
the India-China Boundary
Question and subsequent
consensus reached during
the Special Representatives’
talks.

As part of e�orts to
strengthen border manage-
ment, India and China
agreed to add two meeting
points for General-Level
Mechanism/Senior Highest
Military Commander meet-
ings. 

Amiti Sen 
New Delhi

India, China for advanced talks to settle
boundary issues, LAC management 

National Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval with China’s Foreign
A�airs Minister Wang Yi 

Iran’s military said it has
reached a revenue-sharing
agreement with Oman on
the Strait of Hormuz, as the
two sides push for a wider
deal on the management of
the crucial waterway. 

“Agreements have been
reached regarding each
country’s share of the
Strait’s waters as well as Iran
and Oman’s share of its rev-
enues,” said the Islamic Re-
volutionary Guard Corps’
spokesman Hossein Mo-
hebbi on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the State-run Sepah
News agency.

“The US is obstructing
this process, causing pro-
gress to be delayed,” he said,
without elaborating.

The comments by the
IRGC go further than a joint
statement issued by the two
countries’ foreign ministries
on Tuesday, which said they
discussed an “interim frame-
work” for resuming ship
transits, but stopped short of
announcing a final deal and
didn’t mention fees. 

Neither country’s foreign

ministry immediately re-
sponded to a request for
comment.

Iranian o�cials have re-
peatedly warned that a deal
with Oman on the Strait’s
navigation would not equate
to an immediate re-opening
of the waterway that served
as a conduit for a fifth of the
world’s oil and liquefied nat-
ural gas before the war.

‘US MUST COMPLY’ 

Tehran has said any normal-
isation of tra�c would hinge
on the US complying with
the terms of a memorandum
of understanding signed in

June, including lifting sanc-
tions and a naval blockade on
its ports, as well as unfreez-
ing Iranian assets abroad —
none of which the US has sig-
nalled it’s ready to do.

The 60-day interim deal
that lapsed earlier this
month su�ered repeated
breaches from early on as the
US and Iran clashed over
control of Hormuz. An
agreement to ease tra�c
through the chokepoint
would likely help pave the
way for a resumption of talks
on a more permanent end to
the conflict. 

Iran started charging

some vessels transit fees in
the early weeks of the con-
flict, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter, but
later pivoted to framing
charges as service fees.

Oman told the United Na-
tions’ shipping agency in July
that it opposes the imposi-
tion of transit fees in the
Strait, but has privately
warned some European o�-
cials that vessels may have to
pay for related services,
Bloomberg reported in June.

The Strait of Hormuz has
remained largely closed
since the US and Israel
launched the war against
Iran on February 28, al-
though some vessels are still
making the crossing. Mil-
lions of barrels a day of crude
are escaping the waterway,
although attacks on vessels
have continued. 

Iran, Oman agree to share
Strait of Hormuz revenue
BOTTLENECK. Tehran says US demands threaten to delay the waterway’s reopening

Bloomberg

WAIT & WATCH. An agreement to ease tra�c through the
chokepoint would likely help pave the way for a resumption of
talks on a more permanent end to the conflict REUTERS

The Strait of
Hormuz has
remained largely
closed since the US
and Israel launched
attacks on Iran on
February 28

Voice AI start-up Ringg
raises $10 million

Bengaluru: Voice artificial
intelligence start-up Ringg AI
has raised $10 million as an
extension to its Series A
funding round, led by Peak XV
Partners, with participation
from Arkam Ventures and
Capital 2b. This funding adds to
the $5.5 million it raised earlier.
Ringg AI is building AI agents
that enable enterprises to
automate customer
conversations and the business
workflows that follow. The new
capital will be used to
strengthen Ringg’s AI platform,
expand its voice, WhatsApp
and browser agents and
deepen investments in AI
models. OUR BUREAU

QUICKLY.
Octave sets up tech 
and innovation centre

Hyderabad: Octave Intelligence,
which provides software for
mission-critical industrial
facilities and infrastructure, has
opened its Technology and
Innovation Centre here. The
centre, which currently
employs 1,600 people, will have
400 more over the next 3-4
years. The two lakh sq ft centre
will support Octave’s global
technology and innovation
operations across software
engineering, AI, data, cloud and
product development. The
company also set up its
experience centre at the
Hyderabad o�ce. OUR BUREAU

Chennai-based snacking
brand Sweet Karam Co�ee is
looking to more than double
its revenue in the current
fiscal year as it grows from a
South India-focused D2C
player to a pan-India omni-
channel sweet and snacks
brand.

Speaking to businessline,
Nalini Parthiban, Co-
founder and CEO, Sweet
Karam Co�ee, said the com-
pany hopes to become the
voice of the South at a time
when many of the big incum-
bent brands in India are fo-
cusing on products with a
more mainstream pan-India
palette.

SOLID GROWTH

Sweet Karam Co�ee has
seen an exponential growth
post the Covid-19 pandemic
which, as Parthiban puts it,
brought about a quick com-
merce revolution that made
it possible to take products
to the national markets. 

The brand closed FY26
with a 3X year-on-year
growth in topline, the Co-
founder said, without reveal-
ing the exact figures. 

Founded in 2015, the
brand’s portfolio includes
sweet and savoury o�erings
such as Mysore pak, athir-

asam, murukku and mixture,
alongside filter co�ee
blends.

Going forward, the pre-
dominant growth lever for
the company will be enter-
ing new geographies.

“Almost 50 per cent of our
sales now is from non-South
markets. Quick commerce
has helped democratise the
distribution, which means
sitting in Chennai, I could
get access to two cohorts of
consumers — South Indians
as well as other pan-India
customers. So, we were see-
ing more and more traction
across the country,” she
said.

OTHER CHANNELS

Sweet Karam Co�ee may
have started out as an on-
line-first brand, but is grow-
ing as an omni-channel

player with store-in-store
formats in large retail
stores, as well as other phys-
ical channels, including gen-
eral trade, hotels and vend-
ing machines planned in the
coming months. 

On the product side,
Parthiban suggested that
the brand is also exploring
entering adjacent South In-
dian food categories. 

Though it initially worked
in a contract-manufacturing
type model, the company
has since scaled up its own
units. 

“We have facilities across
the entire southern belt. In
fact, we now control almost
all our facilities. The object-
ive is to have an organised
play in the fragmented
South Indian snacks manu-
facturing ecosystem,” she
said. 

The brand has also taken
South Indian flavours global
with an entry into the US,
through both online and
physical retail channels, an
expansion that is fairly in
the nascent stages.

Rohan Das
Chennai

Sweet Karam Coffee aiming to double FY27
revenue as non-South markets gain traction

Nalini Parthiban, Co-founder
and CEO, Sweet Karam Co�ee

Going forward,
the predominant
growth lever for
the company will
be entering new
geographies

Generali Central Insurance
Company is exploring a
health insurance product
that will link premiums to
the location of a policy-
holder. 

Further, it is also weighing
if cover for cyber-related
risks faced by bank deposit-
ors and identity theft can be
launched.

In an interaction with
businessline, MD & CEO KG
Krishnamoorthy Rao ob-
served that hospital costs
could vary significantly
between cities. 

However, traditional
health insurance products
charge similar premiums, ir-
respective of where the cus-
tomer lives or seeks
treatment.

So, Generali Central In-
surance, a joint venture
between Italy-
headquartered Generali
Group (75.09 per cent stake)
and Central Bank of India
(24.91 per cent), is examin-
ing a health insurance
product that would link
premiums to the location
where a policyholder re-
ceives treatment.

Rao said under the pro-
posed product, customers in
higher cost cities such as
Mumbai could pay a higher
premium, while those in rel-
atively lower cost locations

such as Nagpur could pay
less. 

However, customers from
lower cost locations could
face a co-payment, or addi-
tional contribution if they
choose to undergo treat-
ment in a more expensive
city.

Rao opined that this could
help align premiums more
closely with actual health-
care costs.

CYBER COVER 

The private sector general
insurer is also examining
products aimed at protecting

individuals against growing
cyber-related risks, includ-

ing cover for losses from un-
authorised transactions, or
misappropriation of funds
from bank accounts due to
cyber incidents.

The Generali Central In-
surance Chief said the pro-
posed cyber insurance
products could be o�ered at
di�erent coverage levels,
with premiums varying ac-
cording to the amount
insured.

IDENTITY PROTECTION 

He observed that cyber-risk
protection is becoming in-
creasingly relevant, as con-

sumers conduct more finan-
cial transactions digitally
and face a growing risk of
online fraud.

Another product that the
general insurer is weighing
is identity theft protection.
Rao observed that identity
theft is a relatively common
risk in some countries, and
can leave victims facing legal
and other expenses to re-
store their identity or fight
fraudulent activity. 

So, introducing such an
insurance cover, could po-
tentially help meet some of
those costs.

K Ram Kumar
Mumbai

KG Krishnamoorthy Rao, 
MD & CEO, Generali Central
Insurance Company 

‘Location-based health insurance premium on Generali Central’s radar’

The Trump administration
has paused all immigrant
visa applications across the
world as the State Depart-
ment aims to tighten restric-
tions and limit access to ap-
plicants who may become
dependent on US public be-
nefits reserved for qualified
Americans. 

According to a Financial
Times report, the US is train-
ing consular o�cers to eval-
uate such requests “compre-
hensively and consistently”.
The training of consular of-
ficers is focused on screening
individuals who may become
dependent on subsistence
assistance or come under the
definition of “public charge”,
the newspaper reported.

‘RESCHEDULED’ DATES

A public charge is a label used
by US immigration o�cials
for a person who is likely to
become primarily dependent
on the government for finan-
cial support.

Immigrant visa applicants
with scheduled interviews at

US embassies and consulates
have received e-mails stating
their appointments were
rescheduled, and that they
would receive future notice
of a new date and time, the
report said. US o�cials claim
this will ensure that applic-
ants do not end up relying on
US public benefits.

“A more prosperous
America means ensuring
that visa applicants are not
likely to become a public
charge, as defined under US
law and regulation, and not
likely to become dependent
on US public benefits re-
served for qualified Americ-
ans in need,” a State Depart-
ment spokesperson said. 

This decision comes a day
after the Trump administra-
tion proposed a new
$1,03,265 application fee for
H-1B visa.

US globally halts all visa
appointments amid
Trump’s crackdown
Press Trust of India 
Washington 
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                               హ㥈దర〾బⰾ� గᝁరぁవ㔾రం  27 ఆగ��  2026

నవత⑆లంగ᜾ణ ��రか - �ౖదర〾బⰾద♍ 
త⑆లంగ᜾ణ రえ�ంగᝍ �� బ ల㉍ స మ⸿�టὍ 2026-ఇ���� త⑆లంగ᜾ణ స మ⸿�టὍ  న⡁ 

ప⩆టὁ� బడ⅁లన⡁ ఆకర〿�ంచᩇల㈾ ్䵚త␿ష㜾� త�కంగ᜾ �ర�హ㤿ంచᨾల� ఉప మ⹁ఖ�మంᡔ和 
భ�� వ㔿్䵅మ⸾ర� అ��రぁ. త్䵌ణమ⹇ ్䵚��క వ㔾� రあమ⹍ న⡁ ఏర〾�టὁ చᩇయ⼾ల� 
అధ✿కᔾరぁలన⡁ ఆద♇�ంచᨾరぁ. ఇ���� త⑆లంగ᜾ణ స మ⸿�టὍ కᕋసం అత␿థ╁ల కᕁ 
ఆహ㤾�న పᡔ咋లన⡁ ఏమ⸾్䵔ం ఆలస�ం చᩇయకᕁండℾ త�రగ᜾ పంప⨿ంచᩇ 
్䵚ᡅ䖌యన⡁ వ㕇గవంతం చᩇయ⼾ల� కᕋర〾రぁ. బⱁధ వ㔾రం హ㥈దర〾బⰾద♍  ల㉋� 
మ హ㤾త␾� జ᱋త␿బⰾ ఫ⭂ల㉇ ్䵚 జ᰾భ వ న⡍ ల㉋ భ �� వ㔿్䵅 మ⸾ర� అధ� ్䵌 త న మంᡔ和వ ర� 
ఉప సంఘం స మ⸾వ㕇 శ㘾�� �ర�హ㤿ంచᨾరぁ. ఈ సమ⸾వ㕇శంల㉋ మంᡔ咎� ఉత� మ⹍ 
కᕁమ⸾� �డℿ�, ద♁ద☿�ళ� ᡦ暍ధ � బⰾబⱁ, ్䵚 భⵁత� ్䵚 ధ✾న కᔾర�ద ర〿� సంజ య⽍ జ᰾జ᱁ 
స హ㤾 ప �వ㕁రぁ అధ✿కᔾరぁ� ప⨾�� ��రぁ. స㡀�య� అధ✿కᔾర〿 ఆధ�ర�ంల㉋ ఈ 
వ㔾� రあమ⹍ పర�వ㕇్䵌ణ బⰾధ�తలన⡁ స㡀ఎ� ప�ష�ం చᩇయ⼾ల� భ�� 
స㡂చᨿంచᨾరぁ.  సమ⸿�టὍ కᕋసం ఏర〾�టὁ చᩇస㠿న వ㔿వ㔿ధ కమ⸿టὀలల㉋ అవసరమ⹈న 
�ప⩁ణ⍁లన⡁ కᕀల క  అధ✿కᔾరぁలన⡁ త⑀స㡁కᕋవ㔾ల � ఆయ న చᩆప⨾�రぁ. గతంల㉋ 
జర〿�న �� బల㉍ సమ⸿�టὍ సందర�ంగ᜾ కᕁద♁రぁ�కᕁన� అవగ᜾హన ఒప�ం�ల 
్䵚స㡁�త ప⩁రかగత␿ప⩈ సమ్䵇 వ㔿� �షణ చᩇ�ంద♁కᕁ ్䵚��కంగ᜾ కమ⸿టὀకᔿ బⰾధ�త� 

అప��ంచᨾల��రぁ. డℿ�ంబ � ల㉋ జ  ర〿గᝇ సమ⸿�టὍ  కᕋసం ద♇శ㙀యంగ᜾, 
అంతర〾� త⑀యంగ᜾ వ㔿స� ృతంగ᜾ రか� ష㝋� �ర�హ㤿ంచᨿ ప⩆టὁ� బడℿ�రぁలన⡁ 
ఆకర〿�ంచᨾల� చᩆప⨾�రぁ. సమ⸿�టὍ పన⡁ల ప⩁రかగత␿ప⩈ ్䵚భⵁత� ్䵚ధ✾న కᔾర�దర〿� 
రかజ᱁కᕁ క�సం ఒక గంట కᕇ�య⼿ంచᨿ రかజ᱁వ㔾ర぀ సమ⹀్䵌� �ర�హ㤿ంచᨾల�, 
్䵚త␿ కమ⸿టὀకᔿ కᕇ�య⼿ంచᨿన బⰾధ�తలన⡁ సయమప⨾లన ్䵚కᔾరం ప⩂ర〿� 
చᩇయ⼾ల� భ�� స�ష�ం చᩇశ㘾రぁ.

నవత⑆లంగ᜾ణ ��రか - �ౖదర〾బⰾద♍ 
ర〾ష� ్䵚జలకᕁ  హ㥆చᩍ ఐవ㕀, ఎయ⼿�� ప⩈ అవగ᜾హన క��ంచడంల㉋ �గంగ᜾ 

త⑆లంగ᜾ణ ర〾ష� ఎయ⼿��   �యం్䵔ణ స㡊స㡈టὀ(టὀ�ఎ� ఏస㡀ఎ� ) ఆధ�ర�ంల㉋ 
బⱁధవ㔾రం హ㥈దర〾బⰾద♍  ల㉋� �ంప��ల㉋ గల ల�త␾ కళ㌾త⑋రణంల㉋ ర〾ష� స㠾� య⼿ 
జ᰾నపద కళ㌾రあప⨾ల ్䵚దర�నలన⡁ �ర�హ㤿ంచᨾరぁ. ఈ ్䵚దర�నల㉋�  20 

జ᰾నపద బృం�లకᕁ చᩆంద☿న వంద మంద☿ కళ㌾కᔾరぁ� ప⨾�� ��రぁ.  ఎయ⼿�� 
�వ㔾రణ, అవగ᜾హన, చᨿకᔿత�, హ㥆చᩍఐవ㕀 సంబంధ✿త �వల లభ�తప⩈ మ⹁ఖ�మ⹈న 
సంద♇శ㘾లన⡁ త⑆�ప⩇ల㈾ ప�� స㡁ద♁� లన⡁ ్䵚దర〿�ంచᨾరぁ.  టὀ�ఎ�ఏస㡀ఎ� �జ᱆కᕍ� 
డⅈ�క��  కᕆ. వ㔿��స㠾గ�  కᔾర�్䵅మ⸾�కᔿ మ⹁ఖ� అత␿థ┿గ᜾ హ㤾జరえ త␿లకᔿంచᨾరぁ. 
ఈ సందర�ంగ᜾ ఆయన మ⸾�� డ⅁త⑂.. ఎయ⼿��   రహ㤿త త⑆లంగ᜾ణ కᕋసం కృష㜿 

చᩇస㡁�న� జ᰾నపద కళ㌾కᔾరぁలన⡁ అభⴿనంద☿ంచᨾరぁ.  ᡇ䞋మ⹀ణ, పట�ణ �ంత␾ల㉋� � 
్䵚జలన⡁ ఎయ⼿��  ప⩈ అవగ᜾హన క��ంచడంల㉋న⡂, చᩈతన�పర�డంల㉋న⡂ 
జ᰾నపదకళ㌾కᔾరぁల ప⨾్䵔 కᕀలకమ��రぁ. 

 

02
ఎయ⼿��   న⠿యం్䵔ణప⩈ జ᰾నపద కళ㌾రあప⨾ల ్䵚దర�న

• న⠿ప⩁ణ⍁ల త⑋ క మ⸿టὀల ఏర〾�టὁ
• ఉప మ⹁ఖ� మంᡔ和 భ ��  వ㔿్䵅 మ⸾ర� 

ప⩆��బ డ⅁ల న⡁ ఆక ��ంచᩇల㈾ ఇ���� త⑆లంగ᜾ణ

• ర�ంచᨿన ప⩋ల㉀స㡁ల㉁
• వ㔿చᨾ�ంచᨿ ��హ㤿త⑁న⠿కᔿ అప��ంత

 నవత⑆లంగ᜾ణ - మ⹁ష㝀ర〾బⰾద♍
 హ㥁��న⡍ స㠾గ� ల㉋ 

్䵚మ⸾దవశ㘾త⑁� పడℿన  ఓ 
వ㔿ద♇శ㙀య⽁డℿ� స㡈ఫ⬾బⰾద♍ 
ప⩋ల㉀� ��షన⡍ కᕁ చᩆంద☿న 
ప⩆ᡏ侘ల㉍ కᔾ� ప⩋ల㉀స㡁� 
ర�ంచᨾరぁ. ల㉇కᕍ ప⩋ల㉀� 
��షన⡍ ఇన⡍  ��క�� వ㔿.ᡦ暍�వ㔾 
సర〾వ㕁 త⑆�ప⨿న వ㔿వర〾ల ్䵚కᔾరం.. స㡂డℾన⡍ ద♇శ㘾�కᔿ చᩆంద☿న నజ� ఆడం 
బⰾధవ㔿 మ⸾హ㤾ద☿ వ㔿����సం కᕋసం �రతద♇శ㘾�కᔿ వచᨾ�డ⅁. ర〾జస㠾� న⡍ 
ర〾ష�ంల㉋� అ���  ల㉋ భగవంత⑍ య⽂�వర〿�టὀల㉋ వ㔿����సం చᩇస㡁���డ⅁. 
కᕊ�� రかజ᱁ల కᔿందట తన స㡋దరぁ� ��హ㤿త⑁�� క�స㡁కᕁన⡇ంద♁కᕁ 
హ㥈దర〾బⰾద♍  కᕁ వచᨿ� టὋ�చᩌకᔿ ప⩋ల㉀� ��షన⡍ సమ⹀పంల㉋� ఫ⬾ర〾�ంటὍ 
కᔾల�ల㉋ �వస㠿స㡁���డ⅁. బⱁధవ㔾రం త⑆ల�వ㔾రぁజ᰾మ⹁న స㡁మ⸾రぁ 4 గంటల 
20 �మ⸿ష㜾ల సమయంల㉋ ఎ��ఆ� గ᜾��న⡍� ఎద♁రぁగ᜾ �లబడℿ హ㥁��న⡍ 
స㠾గ� వ㕈ప⩁ చᩂస㡁���డ⅁. అకస㠾�త⑁�గ᜾ అతన⡁ కᔾ�జ᰾ర〿 అంద♁ల㉋ 
పడℿప⩋య⼾డ⅁. �ంటన⡇ ప⩆ᡏ侘�ంగᝍ ల㉋ ఉన� స㡈ఫ⬾బⰾద♍ ప⩋ల㉀స㡁� త␾డ⅁న⡁ 
ఉపయ⽋�ంచᨿ అత�� బయటకᕁ త⑀శ㘾రぁ. అనంతరం అతడℿ� ల㉇కᕍ 
ప⩋ల㉀స㡁లకᕁ అప��ంచᨾరぁ. వ㔾రぁ వ㔿ద♇శ㙀య⽁డℿ వ㔿వర〾� ప⩂ర〿�గ᜾ త⑆�స㡁కᕊ� 
చᩆ��బⰾటὁల㉋ ఉన� ప⨾�  ప⩋��, వ㕀స㠾న⡁ పర〿శ㙀�ంచᨿ అత�� ��హ㤿త⑁డℿకᔿ 
అప��ంచᨾరぁ. 

్䵚మ⸾దవశ㘾�� హ㥁��న⡍ 
స㠾గ� ల㉋ పడℿన వ㔿ద♇శ㙀య⽁డ⅁
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