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Govt cites curbs on 
men at temples in 
Sabarimala defence 

'Will open floodgates if allowed': Orissa HC 
quashes criminal complaint against Ambani 
Mauer pertained to a faulty cellphone worth tSOl sold 23 years ago 

Says exclusions rooted in faith, not hierarchy 
... .,., MISHRA About the 
New0elhi,9Aprd hearing 
The Centre on Thursday told the ■ Nine-judge Bench 
SUpremeCoun that exclusionary examines scope of 

HEMANTKUMARROUT 
Bhubaneswar, 9 April 

The Orissa High Court has ruled that 
a company's chairman cannot be 
held criminally liable fora defective 
product sold by a local dealer, just as 
therailwayministerorpostalauthor­
ltles cannot be summoned for 
delayed trains or lost letters. 

Justice Sanjeeb K Panlgrahi dis· 
missed a criminal complaint filed 
against Reliance Industries Limited 
(RIL) and its chairman Mukesh 
Ambani (pictured) over a faulty cell­
phone worth fSOI sold in Rourkela 
more than 23 years ago. 

complaint's premise was legally 
Wltetlable. "lfsuchanapproach were 
accepted, ltwooldopen the floodgates 
for indiscriminate criminal prosecu­
tion. allowing passengers to summon 
theRallwayMinisterfordelayedtrains 
or the Postmaster General for a lost 
letter,oreventheUnionFoodMinister 
for a defective Item supplied through 
a ration outlet," said the March 31 
order uploaded on the court's website 

such a connection, merely holding a 
high office or public profile cannot be 
groundstolmplicateanindMdual in 
criminal proceecluw;, it said. 

The court sajd the attempt to 
arraign Ambani had no connection 
with the pursuit of a legitimate crimi­
naJ remedy. Instead, it described the 
case as. In substance, a publicity­
driven exercise presented in the form 
of a crlmlnal complaint. 

fresh complaint before theSul>Divl­
slonaJ Judicial Magistrate (SDJM), 
Panposh In Rourkela in 202.5. leading 
tonoticesbeingissuedinJanuarythis 
year, prompting RIL and Ambani to 
approach the High Court 

Quashing the proceedings, the 
High Court underscored that the dis­
pute Involved a '"trivial" transaction 
valueoffso1 but had led toan 'aJmost 
unrelentingpumtlt' of criminal Jitlga· 
tion spanning over two decades. pracdcesattemples were not uni- Articles 25, 26 and 14 

fonnlydirected at women, point­
ing to instances where men were 
also barred from entry. It argued 
that the restriction at the Sabari­
mala templeshould notbe viewed 
purely through a gender lens. 

Appearing for the Centre, Sol­
icitor General Tushar Mehta 
contended that the court's 2018 
rullngpennittingentryofwomen 
ofallagestoSabarimaJawasbased 
on an assumption of gender 
hierarchy. on religious freedom. 

During the hearing, Justice 
Nagarathna emphasised the 
Importance of openness ln places 
ofworship. 

■ JusticeNagarathna 
stresses openness in 
places of worship 

■ (JI questions argument 
against Artide 25(2)(b) 
override 

■ 2018 verdict under 
review; ruling may 
impact similar disputes 

realities of Hindu society, while 
the c.n expressed scepticism 
about the argument. 

Censuringalowercourtforlssuing 
summons in the matter, the High 
Court ruJed that the case was a clear 
instance of harassment. It imposed a 
fine of U,ooo on the complainant, 
lawyer Prafulla Kumar Mishra. direc­
ting that the amount be deposited 
with the Juvenile Justice Fund of the 
OdishaStateLegalServicesAuthority 
withinfourweeks. 

The High Court observed that the 

on Wednesday. 
Criminallaw 

restsonadirect 
and persona] 
nexus between 
the accused 
and the alleged 
offence. In the 

of 

Thecasettaces back to 2003, when 
Mishra, who was then practising in 
Rourkela,boughtatelecomschemeof 
Reliance Infocomm by paying fSOl 
and agreeing to monthly payments. 
He alleged that the phone supplied by 
alocaJdealeraspartoftheschemewas 
defective and he was served fake bills 

of'f6.398 when the phone was with 
thcdealerforrepairs. 

Over the years, the 
complainant initiated 
multiplecriminalpttr 
-against 
Ambani and 
Reliance companies. 

Mishra filed a 

Itfoundnolega]basistoprosecute 
Ambani. reiterating the settled prin­
clplethatcrtminalllabilltylspersonal 
and cannot be imposed vicariously on 
company officials unless specifically 
prov)dedbysratute.Besldes,Reliance 
Industries was found to have no con­
nection with the telecom entities 
involved in the original transaction. 

The High Court expressed con­
cern over the conduct of the SDJM, 
maintainingthatsummonshadbeen 
issued without adequate scrutiny 
despite the long litigation history. 

More on business-standard.com 

"I have given instances of 
temples where men are not 
allowod.BccauscitlsaDcvlBhag­
wati temple, there are certain 
faiths and beliefs. There are 
temples, details of which I have 
mentioned, where male priests 
are under a religious mandate to 
wash the feet of female devotees. 
There are temples like the Push­
kar temple, the only Brahma 
templeinthecountry, wheremar­
riedrnenarenotallowed. There is 
also a temple in Kerala where the 
system is that men go dressed as 
women. I have read in detail that 
they go to beauty parlours. and 
theirfemalefamilymembershelp 
them dress in saris and other 
attire. Only ma1cs go there. So It is 
notaquestionofmale-centrlcor 
female-cennic religious beliefs. In 
the present case, It happens to be 
woman-centric." he submitted. 

"Ifyousayitismypractice, ltls 
a matter ofrellgton that only my 
section, my denomination, must 
attend my temple and none else: 
that Is not good for Hinduism," 
she said, adding chat her remarks 
were not confined to the Sabarl­
maladispute. 

"These arguments will pro­
bably not survive for two reasons. 
One, what you are arguing Is 
directly ln the teeth of the lan­
guage of Article 2S(2)(b). Directly 
intheteethofit.AssumingArticle 
2S(2)(b) applies, you are using the 
argument that it will have no 
effect on Article 26. But Article 26 
Itself is subject to public order, 
morality, and health. Article 17 
(abolition of untouchability) is 
based on the principle of moral· 
h.y,"theC.Ilsald. 

HC sets deadline for copyright 
office to register AI artwork 

Andhra moves to 
regulate children's 
social media use 

The arguments were made 
before a nine-judge Constitution 
Bench led byChiefJusticeoflndia 
(CJI) Surya Kant, along with Jus­
tices B V Nagarathna, MM Sun­
dresh, Ahsanudd.in Amanullah, 
Aravind Kwnar, Augustine 
GeorgcMasih,PrasannaBVaraJe, 
R Mahadevan, and Joymalya 
Bagchi, which is examining 
broader constitutional questions 

Senior Advocate cs Vaidyana­
than, appearing in the matter. 
pointed to the existence of 
temples.partlcularlyprivateones. 
thatrestrictentry. 

"Denominations aJso. .. if they 
want only their denomlnatlon, 
they cannot seek funds from the 
State, private donors or the public 
becausetheyarenotdependenton 
footfall from others. The question 
lswhetheritiscontrarytothecon­
stitutional prohibition. If it is not 
contrary to public order, mora1ity, 
andhealth,whatwouldbethe~ 
lsticconsequencesrhesaid. 

Vaidyanathan also cautioned 
thatHinduinstitutionsalonemay 
be affected if Article 2S(2)(b) is 
intcrpretedtooverrldedenomina­
tional rights under Article 26(,b). 

Justice Nagarathna noted that 
Article2S(2)(b)reflcctshistoricaJ 

,.......#rRIDENTGROUP" 
Being different is normal 

Responding, Vaidyanathan 
submitted that if a law satisfies 
those constitutional limitations, 
he would have no further 
objection. 

Tbelead-up 
The reference before the Constitu­
tion Bench arises from the court's 
September 2018 ruling. delivered 
by a five-judge Bench. which, by a 
4:1 majorlcy, permitted entry of 
women of all age groups Into the 
Sabarimala shrine. overturning 
the earlier practice that excluded 
women of menstruating age. The 
verdict triggered widespread 
protests and led to multiple 
revicwpetitions. 

BHAVINI MISHRA 
New Delhi, 9April 

The Delhi High Court (HC) on 
Thursday asked the copyright 
office to take a final caJI within 
eight weeks on a longpendlng 
application seeking registration 
of an arcwork created using 
artificial intelligence (AI). The 
direction came on a petition by 
Stephen Thaler, who is seeking 
copyright protection for the work 
titled "A Recent Entrance to 
Paradise".Toeanworkisclalrned 
to have been generated auton­
omously by his AI system 
DABUS {Device for the Auton­
omousBootstrappingofUnified 
Sentience). 

Justice Tushar Rao Gedela 
disposed of the matter after 
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Bank of Baroda, HNd Offlce Baroda invites lenders through 
Government e-Malketplace GeM portal in two bid system. Technical 
Bid and Commercial Bid are Invited from Eligible prlnte,s for printing 
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NOTICE 
Special Window !or transfer and dematerfallsation of Physical Shares 
Pursuam to SEBI Circular No. H0/38/13"11 (2)2026-MlRSO.PODN3750/2026 
dated January 30, 2026, all shareholders are hereby Informed that a Special 
Windowfor transferanddematelializatiOnof PhySicaJSharesllasbeenopene<I 
foraper1odofoneyear,fromFebfuary5,2026toFebruary4,2027tofacllitat8 
transferanddematerialisationofphysicalsecuritieswhichweresold/purchased 
p,iortoApr1I01,2019.ThesaldspecialwlndowshallalsobeavallableforStJch 
transfer requests which were StJbmitted earlier and were rejected/returned/not 
attende<ltoduetodeficlency lnthedocuments,'process/orotherwlse.Further, the 
secur1tlessob'allslerredshall be mandator1lycret111ed10theb'allsl0re0onlyln 
dematmodeandsllallbeunder lock-inforaperiodofoneysarfromtnedateol 
reolstratlon oltransler. Such securities shall notbetranslerred/llen• 
markeci'pled~durinothesaidlock-inpeood. 
Ellglbleshareholdersmaysubmlt thelrtransfefrequestalongwlththerequlslte 
documents totheCompany'sRegistrarandShareTranslerAl)ent(RTA)at M/s 
KAn Technologies Limited, Unit: Trident Limited, Selenium Building, Tower-8, Plot 
No 31 & 32, Anancial District, Nanakrarnouda, Serilingampalle, Rangareddi, 
Hyderabad, Telangana-500032 (Tel No.: 1--800-309-4001 I Emall Id: 
einward.ris@kfintech.com) wilhil stipulated period. 
Note: AJI the shareholders are requested to update thei Emall.j(f(s) with 
Company/RTNDepositoryParticipants. 
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Oelailed tender document is available in the Tenders section of Bank's 
website: https:f/bankofbaroda.bank.ln and on GaM portal. 
Any ~endum/Cofrigendum induding modification in the tender 
document shall be notified only on GeM portal and on Bank's website: 
http9:l/bankofbaroda.bank.ln. 
Last dawfotsubmlsslon of Tender la05.0~.2026 i:=-

Place: Baroda o.ntral Manager (Opamlons & Services), § 
om: 10.04.2026 Head Offloe, Baroda -
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Punjab & Sind Bank 
(A Government of lndla Undertaking) 

HO Provident Fund Department. 
Sldhartha Enclave, Ashram Chow1c, N- Dalhl-11001-' 

Phon. 011-"2418871 / -'2-418872 
E➔-n•llho.pf@psb.bank.ln 

Wheresttn'iuha....-}'o/life 

Request for proposal Notice 
Request for proposal Is Invited through GEM Portal 
(GEM/2026/8/7421614 dated 07.04.2026) for Group Personal 
Accident Insurance policy for the Serving Employees & 
In-service Whole Tlme Directors of Punjab & Slnd Bank. The 
RFP (Request for Proposal) has been uploaded on the bank's 
website https:1/punJabandslnd.bank.lnf and GEM portal 
https :f/gem .gov. ln/. For tender details and future 
amendments, If any, keep referring to the following: 
https:1/punjabandslnd.bank.ln & on Government E-market 
Portal(GEM). 

Assistant General Manager 

noting that the copyright office 
hasfixedahearingonthematter 
on April 27, 2026. The coun 
instructed the 

now,promptinghimtoapproach 
thecourtfordirections. 

At the centre of the dispute 
lies the key legal 
question of 
whether works 
generated entirely 
by AI can qualify 
for protection 
under the Copy· 
right Act, 1957. 
While the law rec­

~=~~c;i~ _TH_E_D-IS_P_UT_E_D_W_O_R_K 

the adjudication HAS BEEN DESCRIBED 
process asexpedl- AS A SURREAL VISUAL 
tiously as possible, OUTPUT PRODUCED 
preferably within WITHOUT DIRECT 
eight weeks from HUMAN INTERVENTION 
that date. The dis­
puted work has been described 
as a surreal visual output pro­
duced without direct human 
Intervention. 

'Thaler has maintained. that 
theimageistheresultofindepen­
denc creative processes carr:led 
outbytheAisystem.Hisapplica­
tion, filed in 2022, has remained 
undecided for nearly four years 

From Global 
Conflicts 
to Strategic 
Shifts, 

ognises "computer-generated 
works", it does not explicitly 
address authorship by non­
human entities, creating uncer­
tainty in interpretation. 

During scrutiny oftheappli­
cation,objectionswereraisedon 
the ground that only a natural 
person can be recognised as an 
author under the existing law. 

Business Standard 

Inasignificantpolicymoveaimedatsafeguarding 
childreninthedigitalecosystem,AndhraPradesh 
Minister for F.ducatlon. Information Technology 
and Electronics, Nara Lokesh, has directed offi­
ciaJs to prepare a comprehensive regulatory 
framework to restrict access to social media for 
children below 13 years and to design an age­
appropriate digital environment for teenagers. 

Chairlngahlgh-levelGroupofMlnisters(GoM.) 
meeting with senior officials and representatives 
from leading social media platforms at his Unda­
valll resldcnre, theministercalled forthcdrafting 
legislation that balances digital access with chlld 
safety, creativity, and mental well-being. 

Representativesfrommajorsocialmedlaplat­
fonns briefed the GoM on existing safeguards to 
restrict sensitive content and handle user com­
plaints. Theyexpressedwillingnesstocollaborate 
closely with the Andhra Pradesh government in 
implementing these measures. Companies pres­
ent at the meeting included. Meta, Google, Grok, 
Snapchat, Sharechat, and Josh. 
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