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TCS Partners with University of Kashmir to Launch Education, Skilling, 
and Entrepreneurship Programs 

Tata Consultancy Services Will Train Young People in 21st Century Skills to Make Them Industry-Ready; Run 
Pilot Entrepreneurship in Tourism Program to Create New Sources of Livelihood  

SRINAGAR | MUMBAI, February 25, 2022: Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) (BSE: 532540, NSE: TCS), in 
partnership with the University of Kashmir, has launched a program to improve employability skills of 
students in Kashmir, under its Corporate Social Responsibility initiative.  

Over the next three years, TCS will carry out its Youth Employment Program (YEP), BridgeIT, goIT, Ignite My 
Future (IMF) and Adult Literacy Program (ALP) that have already seen success in other parts of the country. 
Under the YEP, school and college students will be trained in 21st century skills that are required to be 
successful in the digital economy. The training program covers English communication, corporate etiquette, 
analytical thinking, and problem-solving, basic computer and technical skills, and self-confidence.  

The University of Kashmir will play the role of a facilitator to create linkages for TCS to drive its goIT and IMF 
initiatives. goIT is a program for school students that increases interest in technology through design thinking, 
mobile app development, and mentorship from TCS employees. TCS Ignite My Future Program is a 
pioneering, transdisciplinary educator training and resource program which aims to transform the way 
students learn.  

The ALP will augment the Government of India’s efforts to address the challenge of educating adults. The 
ALP will be implemented through the university’s Directorate of Lifelong Learning. 

Balaji Ganapathy, Global Head, Corporate Social Responsibility, TCS, said, “TCS believes in investing in 
helping young people to become responsible and productive citizens. We are pleased to partner with the 
University of Kashmir to empower students and educators in the region with skillsets and mindsets for the 
digital economy. We strive to create digital social innovators among school children. We are delighted that 
the University has agreed to play the role of a facilitator to connect us with institutions at the school level.”   

Additionally, TCS will pilot an ‘Entrepreneurship in Tourism’ program under its flagship BridgeIT program for 
promising students from the university’s Department of Tourism, Hospitality and Leisure Studies. The goal of 
this project is to build the requisite skills to participate in the tourism industry in the valley and elsewhere.  

These students will be mentored in key domain functions, portal management, data management and 
analytics and market assessment. They will also be guided around seed funding and human resources 
development to establish a tourism start-up. The program will also help entrepreneurs connect with the 
larger tourism ecosystem, including travel agencies, tour-operators, rural tourism and agri-tourism and 
adventure tourism.  

“Our goal is to train, coach, and mentor young individuals of University of Kashmir and enable livelihoods 
through both, employment and entrepreneurship,” added Balaji Ganapathy. 

Professor Talat Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor, University of Kashmir, said, "Such collaboration between academia 
and the industry shall go a long way in fostering strong linkages for skill enhancement, proper placement and 
entrepreneurship development among students and youth. Strengthening such relationships with industry 
and corporates for building competencies and resulting in industry orientation for students will translate into 
timely placement and greater work efficiency. I urge more corporates to come forward to make the youth of 
Kashmir realize their potential." 

Prior to this, TCS partnered with Udaan, an initiative of the Government of India to empower the unemployed 
youth of J&K through skills training to help them find employment in corporate India. Over the next five years, 
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TCS trained 869 youth, of whom 782 were offered jobs at TCS. 

 

 
About Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
A part of the Tata group, India's largest multinational business group, TCS has over 556,000 of the world’s 
best-trained consultants in 46 countries. The company generated consolidated revenues of US $22.2 billion 
in the fiscal year ended March 31, 2021, and is listed on the BSE (formerly Bombay Stock Exchange) and the 
NSE (National Stock Exchange) in India. TCS' proactive stance on climate change and award-winning work 
with communities across the world have earned it a place in leading sustainability indices such as the MSCI 
Global Sustainability Index and the FTSE4Good Emerging Index. For more information, visit www.tcs.com  

 

TCS media contacts: 

Asia Pacific Email: wenjian.lin@tcs.com | Phone: +65 9695 9948 

Australia and New Zealand Email: kelly.ryan@tcs.com | Phone: +61 422 989 682 

Canada  Email: tiffany.fisher@tcs.com | Phone: +1 416 456 7650   

Europe Email: joost.galema@tcs.com | Phone: +31 615 903387 

India Email: saxena.kritika@tcs.com| Phone: +91 22 6778 9999 
Email: vanshika.sood@tcs.com | Phone: +91 22 67789098 

Middle East & Africa Email: s.hasneen@tcs.com | Phone: +971567471988 

Japan Email: douglas.foote@tcs.com | Phone: +81 80-2115-0989 

Latin America Email: martin.karich@tcs.com | Phone: +569 6170 9013 

UK Email: peter.devery@tcs.com | Phone: +44 20 3155 2421 

USA  Email: william.thomas@tcs.com  | Phone: +1 203-984-3978 
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