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Centre ignoring financial crisis in States:

Says it will urge the Centre to partner State
govts in the fight against the pandemic

OURBUREAU

NewDelhi, May6

Chief Ministers of Congress-
ruled States accused the Centre
of taking unilateral decisions
on fighting Covid-19 pandemic.
They havealso blamed itof inac-
tion when the States are facing
an acute shortage of resources.
These concerns were raised ata
review of the lockdown by

senior ~ Congress leaders
through a video conference
here on Wednesday.

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi questioned the criteria
used fordecisions onlockdown.

“Pushed tofiscal distress”
Talking to reporters after the
meeting, Congress's media in-
charge Randeep Singh Surjew-
ala said there are two or three
important takeaways from the
conference, former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi.

“Firstly, all the States were un-
animous in pointing out that
the Centre is pushing the States
to fiscal distress by not allocat-
ing resources to fight Covid 19

and the economiccrisisis loom-
inglarge incities, towns and vil
lages. This is true not only for
the CongressTuled States but
also for others. Some of them
‘may notspeak as they belong to
the BJP or due to pressure of the
Central government,” he said.

Afterlockdown, what?
The States wanted to know,
what after lockdown 3.0. “What
are the objectives and achiev-
ables of lockdown 3.0? On is-
sues such as testing, rapid test
kits, PPEs, reviving eco-
nomy, there seems
to be neither a
roadmap noran
exit  strategy.
Was that the
reason that the
Prime Minister
did not come for-
ward and an-
nouncelockdown3.0?
The concern is will there be a
lockdown 4.0 and 5.0 and when
willitfinallyend? When will life
begin in a safe fashion? Modi
and his governmentneed to an-
swer these questions,” he said.
He added that the Chief Min-

771 more Covid casesin TN;
324 added in Chennaialone

OUR BUREAU

Chennai, May 6

As many as 771 persons tested
positive for Covid-19 in Tamil
Nadu on Wednesday to take
the total number of infected
persons to 4,829.

Atotal of 324 cases were re-
ported in Chennai alone
(total in the city is 2,328), fol-
lowed by188 in Ariyalur (222);
95 in Cuddalore (324); 45 in
Kancheepuram (87); 34 in
Tiruvallur  (129); 20 in
Madurai (111) and rest in vari-
ous other places.

Of the total infected, 3,320
are men, 1,507 are women
and two are transgenders, ac-
cording to government data.
Two infected died today to
take the tally to 35.

A total of 13,513 blood
samples were tested on Wed-
nesday in 52 labs (36 govern-
ment and 16 private). Govern-
ment data said 31 patients
were discharged today tak-
ing the total number to1,516.

Tasmac to reopen

The Madras High Court de-
clined to stay the reopening
of Tasmac liquor shops in
Tamil Nadu (except Chennai)

from May 7. The Court direc-
ted the State government to
implement liquor rationing
whereby only one bottle will
be sold per person. Each con-
sumer can buy only once in
three days, the Court said.

A Special division bench of
Justice Vineet Kothari and
Pushpa Sathyanarayana
passed the order on a batch
of pleas seeking to quash the
Government order passed on
May 4 to reopen the shops.

The government has en-
sured social distancing by
erecting barricades at the
shops and security will be
deployed.

Meanwhile, close on the
heels of Delhi government’s
decision to hike excise duty
on liquor, Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has also increased
excise duty on liquor by 15
per cent. This will mean the
price of liquor in the State
will be higher and the expec-
ted pent up demand for it
will also boost the state ex-
chequer.

The increase will be 10 for
normal brands and %20 per
180 ml bottle premium
brands from Thursday.

isters were of the opinion that
theywill once again write to the
Prime Minister and ask for fin-
ancial assistance to be shared
with the States so that they can
fight the pandemic jointly with
the Centre leading and States
being the executing partners on
the ground. “Whatis the altern-
ative if the Centre is not open-
ing up its purse to the States?
This is not an issue of Congress
ruled States. Every State Govern-
ment is facing this crisis. On the
one side Corona pandemic. On
the other economic distress
and onanotherside, Modi s not
helping States to face this crisis.
He should immediately release

at least the GST arrears worth
X2 lakh crore to the
States,” hesaid.

He said States have
assured that they
have decided to pay
for the travel of mi-
grant labour and
have asked the Rail-
ways for special trains.
Punjab Chief Minister Am-
arinder Singh informed the
meeting that ¥ 35 crore has
been set aside and Railways is
charging X870 per ticket.

Former Karnataka Chief Min-
isterand leaderVeerappa

Congress President Sonia Gandhi holds a meeting with Congress-
ruled Chief Ministers to review how States are tackling Covid-19
and the lockdown, in New Delhi on Wednesday pni

ingthelockoutor comingout of
it hasn't been stated at all by
Prime Minister or changed at
all.

Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram said the States
are bleeding in terms of fin-
ances but no money is being al-
located by the Centre. “A
number of newspapers have
brought out the unavailability
of finances with States,” he said.

RahulGandhissaid the central

is to protect the elderly as also
those who arediabeticand with
heart condition.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghelsaid: “States are
facing dire economic crisis.
They need tobe provided imme-
diate assistance. Over 80 per
cent of small industries in the
State have restarted and nearly
85,000 workers have returned
towork.”

Moilysaid the strategyindeclar-

piece of strategy to fight Covid

han Singh said Chief
Ministers need to deliberate

Congress

and ask as to what is the
strategy of the government to
get the country out of lock-
down. “We need to know what
will happen after lockdown
3.0?" hesaid.

Puducherry Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy said the Centre
is deciding on zones without
consulting the States and thisis
creating an anomalous  situ-
ation. “People sitting in Delhi
can’t tell this to the States. No
State or CM is consulted. Why?
PM isn’t saying a word on eco-
nomic package for States,” he
said.

The Punjab Chief Minister
suggested that two commit-
tees, one tostrategise on how to
come out of lockdown and
other on economic revival,
should be set up. “Concern is
people sitting in Delhi are de-
cidingon classification of zones
without knowing what’s hap-
pening on the ground,” he ad-
ded.

Rajasthan  Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said: “Until ex-
tensive stimulus package is
given,howwill Statesand Coun-
try run? We have lost 10,000
crore of revenue. States have re-
peatedly requested PM for a
package but we are yet to hear
from the Centre.”

As thelockdown eases...

Auto nckshaws parked at Magadl Roadin Bengaluru
Over 7.75 lakh auto and taxi drivers will get ¥5,000 each
as part of a relief package by Karnataka somASHEKAR GRN

Aqueue outside a wine shop after authorities allowed sale of liquor, in

New Delhi on Wednesday KAMALNARANG

With standalone shops without ACs allowed to openfrom today,
amobile store with ‘No AC' signboard saw many customers
walking in at T Nagar, a shopping hub in Chennai syjoy GHosH

Ashopwith shutters ha\fupen afterluckduwn
was relaxed in Mumbai pAuL NORONHA

Hyderabad airport braces for post Covid-19 days

VRISHIKUMAR
Hyderabad, May 6
GMR Hyderabad International
Airport Limited is geared up
for the phased reopening up of

the airport after the
coronavirus-induced  lock-
down..

In a detailed note, the GMR-
managed airport, said it has
laid down safety protocols for
users.

It calls for all passengers de-
parting from the airport to use
the web check-in facility be-
fore arriving at the airport,
while others are encouraged
to use the self-service kiosks at
the airport.

Social distancing has been
ensured with markers placed
attheentry pointsand atevery
stage up to boarding.

Apart from acrylic shields at
check-in counters to separate
the airport personnel and the

CEPI calls

PTJYOTHIDATTA
Mumbai, May6
The Coalition for Epidemic Pre-
paredness Innovations has
made a fresh “call for proposals”
inviting organisations to apply
for funding to speed up the de-
velopment and production of
Covid-19 vaccine candidates.
While there are already about
100 vaccine projects in the
pipeline, the latest call by CEPlis
tobringinto thefold anyvaccine
candidate that may have been
missed in previous efforts. The
move would also help expand
the geographical footprint for
the production scale-up of Covid
vaccine candidates, CEPI said.
Such a move is necessary to
address access issues, as coun-
tries increasingly show a sense
of “vaccine nationalism”, where
companies are expected to ser-

cM
K

ARussian aircraft at the Hyderabad airport

passengers, hygiene stations
with automatic hand sanit-
isers have been set up to en-
able frequent sanitisation.
According to SGK Kishore,
CEO, GHIAL, said, “The Hydera-
bad Airport family is working
through the lockdown period
to ensure that we have the
right measures in place for en-
suring passenger safety once
commercial flight operations
are permitted by the govern-
ment. We request all passen-

for Covid vaccine development proposals

gers to extend their coopera-
tion and support for measures
such as usage of face masks,
thermal screening and social
distancing.”

Russian freighter
Hyderabad ~ Airport today
handled the first freighter, a
B777 passenger-to-cargo flight,
from Russia during Covid-19
lockdown. It carried back
about 50 tonnes of pharma-
ceutical products to Moscow.

CEPI said billions of doses of vaccine are needed to bring the
pandemic to an end, and hence the emphasis on vaccine
manufacturing capacity and capabilities GerTy MAGESiIsTOCKPHOTO

vice the region they are located
in, rather than address the re-
gion that needed the product
the most, says a healthcare
expert.

Presently, about six Indian
companies are in the fray to de-
velop vaccines against the novel
coronavirus, including Zydus

Cadila, Serum Institute, Biolo-
gical E, Indian Immunologicals,
Mynvaxand Bharat Biotech.

Global deployment

CEPI is a global alliance finan-
cingand coordinating the devel-
opment of vaccines against
emerginginfectious diseases. Its

Kerala Drugs & Pharmaceuticals bets
big on business prospects post-Covid

VSAJEEVKUMAR
Kochi, May6

The Covid19 pandemic has
opened up new avenues for
Kerala State Drugs and Phar-
maceuticals Ltd (KSDPL) to
manufactureactive pharmain-
gredients (API), the raw materi-
als used invarious drug formu-
lations.

Hitherto, pharma compan-
ies were depending on China
for over 60 per cent imports of
APL. However, Chinese supplies
have become erratic as envir-
onmental pollutionissues,had
ledtotheclosingdownof some
units there, said MP Suku-
maran Nair, former Chairman,
Public Sector Restructuring
and Internal Audit Board (RIAB-
Kerala). Toencourage domestic
manufacturing of APIs, he said
the Central Government has

call for proposals is open up to
June 30, with applications re-
viewed on a rolling basis every
two weeks. Applicants will be re-
quired to demonstrate both
their ability to rapidly develop
their vaccine candidate, as well
asmanufacture itatscale, it said.

The support will be provlded

drawn up a strategy with a fo-
cus on fiscal and procedural
support to pharma companies
to kick-start production of in-
termediates. The Cabinet had
approved a ¥10,000-crore in-
centive-based scheme to boost
domestic manufacturing of
APIs by setting up bulk drug
parks partnering with States.

Thesettingup of an APlman-
ufacturing unit in the country
is the need of the hour, says S
Syamala, Managing Director,
KSDP.

“We should have an API con-
centrated manufacturing
policy for life-saving drugs. In-
dia is currently depending on
China, Korea,and Vietnam and
the emerging situation has fa-
cilitated the need to procure
raw materials domestically for
drugmanufacturing,”she said.

The non-availability of impor-
ted raw materials have resul-
ted in the surge in API cost of
azithromycin  to  around

‘Don’t stop migrant
workers from leaving’

OURBUREAU
New Delhi, May 6

The Central Trade Unions criti-
cised the Union Government for
not doing enough for the mi-
grant workers who are in dis-
tress. In a meeting with Labour
Minister Santosh Gangwar, they
urged the Centre toimmediately
create a National Register of Mi-
grant Workers with identity,
portability, labour law protec-
tion and social security benefits.
They condemned the use of com-
pulsion to dissuade workers
from going back to their villages.
They also criticised in one voice
the measures such as freezing DA
and delaying payment of wages.

‘Grossviolation’
BMS general secretary Virjesh Up-
adhyay and president Saji Naray-
anan who attended the
meeting said Inter
State Migrant Work-
ers Act, 1979 is
grossly  violated
when train fare is
collected ~ from
workers, with the
contractor or prin-
cipal employer not
providing them wages
or food in the labour camps.
Government should also imme-
diately formulate a national
policy on migrant workers, they
demanded.

Industrial associations, trade

'mands raised by them. “The min-
istry was on denial mode when
informed that the ration and
food are still not reaching all the
working population. We deman-
ded universal coverage for ration
distribution; but there was no re-
sponse on the issue from the
ministry,” she said. The unions
also demanded the Ministry to
intervene to stop decisions being
taken by several States to in-
crease working hours and wage
cuts.

‘Interaction long overdue’
CITU general secretary Tapan Sen
said the Centre organised such a
meeting after 40 days of lock-
down. “We expected that given
the serious distress conditions in
which workers, the Labour Min-
istry would call a meeting to dis-
cuss the measures re-
quired to ameliorate
their distress. But,
regrettably, that
was notdone,” he
said.
He said the
CTUs also expec-
ted that an Action
Taken Report, detail-
ing the measures taken
by the government to ensure
implementation of its own direc-
tions and advisories related to
protection of the workers' jobs
and their wages will be given by
the Mmlslry to the participants

unions, ofﬁcials
and local elected

in . He a|d ATUitself
wrote 22 letter uchvi-

should collectively undertake a
campaign to retain labour at the
work places itself. Building con-
fidence and trust should be top
priority to start industrial work,
theysaid and urged the Centre to
adopt an India centric, swadeshi
roadmap for the post-corona eco-
nomic development. “FDI and E-
commerce should be restricted
as they will be hindrance to in-
dustrial activities coming to nor-
malcy,” theyadded.

AITUC general secretary Amar-
jeet Kaur said the AITUC is
shocked with the approach of
Ministry of Labour and Employ-
ment having called a meeting
with Central Trade Unions on
Wednesday but not responding
toany of the concerns issues|/de-

olations - retrenchment of work-
ers,non payment of wages in the
last 40 days.

He condemned the cancella-
tion of trains for migrant work-
ers from Bengaluru. “The entire
exercise is also a reflection of ut-
ter hypocrisy. The BJP govern-
ment at the centre, after lot of
pressure, has ultimately agreed
to run to Shramik Special trains
for return of migrant workers
and after lot of bungling agreed
tobearss percentcost of journey
by Railways. Now, BJP-ruled
Karnataka refuses to send the mi-
grant workers back home, at the
dictates of the capitalist lobby.
Aren't the reluctance and the re-
fusal part of a single exercise?”
Sen said.
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soon as possible to bring the
pandemic to an end, and hence
the emphasis on vaccine manu-
facturing capacity and capabilit-
ies to deliver global develop-
ment plans.

This is CEPI's third such call
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for the rapid
vaccines that could be. ava:lable
for licensure in 1218 months or
less,and increase the availability
of vaccines for wide-spread
global deployment, CEPI said.
This comes even as compan-
ies, academic institutions and
experts from across the world
put out different timelines on a
possible vaccine, ranging from
as early as September to the pos-
sibility of novaccine atall.
However, CEPI said, billions of
doses of vaccine are needed as
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the Covid-19 Global Response In- s Dilted: (n®) 28] 2z Wy o7 ‘o8] oms)  an| v
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ted by the European Commis- 1) The above s an extractofthe detaied formt y Exch quiston 33

sion, to pledge about €7.4 billion

for research and
for vaccines, di and

2

2020.

therapeutics, according to the
World Health  Organization
(WHO).
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