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Tata Communications and NEP pioneer the remote production of VIVO Pro 
Kabbadi League 2018 for Star Sports 

 
 
 
Mumbai, India – January 3rd 2019 - Tata Communications, a leading global digital infrastructure provider, and 
NEP Broadcast Solutions, a division of NEP Group, are together enabling the remote production of VIVO Pro 
Kabbadi League (PKL) for Star Sports, the number one sports broadcaster in India and subsidiary of 21st Century 
Fox. Now in its sixth season, this is the first time that PKL is being produced remotely by harnessing superfast 
connectivity.  
 
The PKL is the largest league in the nation in terms of footprint, and the second most popular sports league in 
terms of viewership after the Indian Premier League (IPL). The 2018 season consists of 138 matches taking place 
over 91 days (October 7th 2018 – January 5th 2019). It is being streamed across six channels and in five languages 
- Star Sports English, Star Sports Hindi, Star Sports First, Star Sports 1 (Tamil), Star Suvarna Plus (Kannada) and 
Star Maa Gold (Telugu). 
 
Given the back-to-back schedule of events in multiple locations, Star Sports has partnered with Tata 
Communications and NEP to streamline and reduce the cost of the broadcast of PKL with remote production. 
This means that production teams don’t need to travel to each venue, and the different localised broadcasts can 
be brought to audiences more efficiently.  
 
During each match, the remote production team (the director, vision mixer, audio engineers, EVS operators, 
producers and graphics team) operates out of the Star Sports facility in Mumbai, whereas the production crew 
along with NEP’s engineering team (cameramen, sound assistants, talent producers and the production 
management) are on-site. They collaborate seamlessly in real-time to deliver every moment of the action to 
more than 200 million viewers using Tata Communications’ Video Connect network. It ensures the smooth 
transmission of a combination of signals and camera feeds from each fixture because of its ultra-low, four-
frames-per-second latency and hitless switching capability. NEP’s flight pack Broadcast Lite – which allows a 
quick set-up in minimum space without any compromise in functionality and quality – makes it easy for Star 
Sports to produce both the world feed and regional language feeds. These consist of 27 unilateral camera feeds 
that are sent from the venues to its Mumbai hub, and 4 return feeds that are sent back to the venues, along with 
associated AES audio feeds. 
 
“As India’s number one sports broadcaster, we have always pushed the boundaries of what’s possible,” a Star India 
spokesperson said. “Harnessing the joint capabilities of NEP and Tata Communications allows us to bring this 
incredible — yet logistically complex — series of matches to millions of Kabaddi fans across India without a glitch. 
And, thanks to the efficiencies gained through remote production, we can focus our efforts on enhancing how 
people are able to enjoy and engage with their favourite sport.”  
 
“The millions of kabaddi fans across India don’t want to miss a millisecond of the on or off-court action, which 
means that the production of each PKL match needs to be completely seamless,” said Brian Morris, Vice 
President and General Manager, Media & Entertainment Services, Tata Communications. “At the same time, 
broadcasters are under pressure to increase efficiencies and reduce costs to ensure good return for their sports 
investments. To deliver the highest-quality content to audiences and create a TV experience that is closest to 
witnessing a match live in the stadium, more and more broadcasters globally are following in Star Sports’ 
footsteps and embracing remote production.” 

http://www.tatacommunications.com/
http://bsgroup.tv/
https://www.prokabaddi.com/
https://www.prokabaddi.com/
https://www.21cf.com/
https://www.21cf.com/
https://www.tatacommunications.com/services/network/media-entertainment/video-connect-network/
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“We are delighted to partner again with Star Sports and Tata Communications on enhancing the viewer 
experience by seamlessly broadcasting sporting events to millions of fans using remote production. This 
teamwork demonstrates that leveraging the unified force of leading organisations can drive innovation in the 
broadcasting industry while improving efficiencies,” said Saeed Izadi, President, Broadcast Solutions, NEP. 
“Together, we are redefining the production of kabaddi in India.” 
 
In less than a year, this is Star Sports’ second major remote production project with Tata Communications and 
NEP.  Earlier this year, the two companies joined forces for the remote production of the entire VIVO IPL 2018 
league that consisted of 60 matches taking place over 50 days in nine cities.  
 
 
Ends… 
 
About Star Sports 
Home to a number of leading domestic and International sports, the Star Sports network with thirteen channels broadcasts 
premier sporting events which include cricket coverage under the purview of the International Cricket Council (ICC), Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI),  VIVO Indian Premier League (IPL) and Asian Cricket Council (ACC); Tamil Nadu Premier 
League (TNPL); Karnataka Premier League (KPL); VIVO Pro Kabaddi; Football under Hero Indian Super League (ISL), Premier 
League, Bundesliga; Badminton under Badminton World Federation (BWF) events, Premier Badminton League (PBL); including 
the recently launched Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT); and other premium sports such as Formula 1; Wimbledon, The French Open 
and US Open. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Star Sports      Genesis Burson-Marsteller 
Jimit Shah      Abhay Bhow 
E-mail: jimit.shah@startv.com                    E-mail: abhay.bhow@bm.com  
Phone No: 09833228876                  Phone No.: 09892751311 

 
About Tata Communications 
Tata Communications is a leading global digital infrastructure provider that powers today’s fast growing digital economy.  
 
The company’s customers represent 300 of the Fortune 500 whose digital transformation journeys are enabled by its portfolio 
of integrated, globally managed services that deliver local customer experiences. Through its network, cloud, mobility, 
Internet of Things (IoT), collaboration and security services, Tata Communications carries around 30% of the world’s internet 
routes and connects businesses to 60% of the world’s cloud giants and 4 out of 5 mobile subscribers. 
 
The company’s capabilities are underpinned by its global network. It is the world’s largest wholly owned subsea fibre 
backbone and a Tier-1 IP network with connectivity to more than 240 countries and territories. 
 
Tata Communications Limited is listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange of India and is present 
in over 200 countries and territories around the world.  
 
www.tatacommunications.com 
 

Smriti Arora 

Tata Communications 

+91 98192 76755 

smriti.arora@tatacommunications.com  

Shweta Vitta 

Adfactors PR 

+91 99862 96283  

Shweta.Vitta@adfactorspr.com 

 
 
About NEP  

https://www.tatacommunications.com/press-release/nep-and-tata-communications-complete-the-remote-production-of-vivo-indian-premier-league-2018-for-star-sports/
https://www.tatacommunications.com/press-release/nep-and-tata-communications-complete-the-remote-production-of-vivo-indian-premier-league-2018-for-star-sports/
mailto:jimit.shah@startv.com
mailto:abhay.bhow@bm.com
http://www.tatacommunications.com/
mailto:smriti.arora@tatacommunications.com
mailto:Shweta.Vitta@adfactorspr.com
mailto:Shweta.Vitta@adfactorspr.com
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For over 30 years, NEP has been a worldwide outsourced technical production partner supporting premier content producers 
of live sports, entertainment, music and corporate events. Our services include remote production, studio production, audio 
visual solutions, host broadcast support, premium playout, post production and innovative software-based media 
management solutions. NEP’s 3,000+ employees are driven by a passion for superior service and a focus on technical 
innovation. Together, we have supported productions in over 85 countries on all seven continents. NEP is headquartered in 
the United States and has offices in 24 countries. Learn more at nepgroup.com. 
 
 
 

Forward-looking and cautionary statements 
Certain words and statements in this release concerning Tata Communications and its prospects, and other statements, including those relating to Tata 
Communications’ expected financial position, business strategy, the future development of Tata Communications’ operations, and the general economy in India, 
are forward-looking statements. Such statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, including financial, regulatory and 
environmental, as well as those relating to industry growth and trend projections, which may cause actual results, performance or achievements of Tata 
Communications, or industry results, to differ materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. The important factors that could 
cause actual results, performance or achievements to differ materially from such forward-looking statements include, among others, failure to increase the 
volume of traffic on Tata Communications’ network; failure to develop new products and services that meet customer demands and generate acceptable 
margins; failure to successfully complete commercial testing of new technology and information systems to support new products and services, including voice 
transmission services; failure to stabilize or reduce the rate of price compression on certain of the company’s communications services; failure to integrate 
strategic acquisitions and changes in government policies or regulations of India and, in particular, changes relating to the administration of Tata 
Communications’ industry; and, in general, the economic, business and credit conditions in India. Additional factors that could cause actual results, performance 
or achievements to differ materially from such forward-looking statements, many of which are not in Tata Communications’ control, include, but are not limited 
to, those risk factors discussed in Tata Communications Limited’s Annual Reports. The Annual Reports of Tata Communications Limited are available at 
www.tatacommunications.com. Tata Communications is under no obligation to, and expressly disclaims any obligation to, update or alter its forward-looking 
statements. 
 
 

 

http://www.nepgroup.com/

