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OPINION

State-level race inper capita income

Per capita net national product (NNP)
— that is, net domestic product (NDP)
plusnet foreign income—at factor cost
at current prices, which was only ~255
in 1950-51, increased to ~169,496 in
2022-23. India graduated from a low-
income to a low-middle-income
country in2007.Yet, in 2025, India’s per
capitagrossdomesticproduct (GDP), at
$2,937, was still only 3.3 per cent of that
of the United States and 21.2 per cent
of China’s.
India,which lives in its 28 states and

eight Union Territories (UTs), needs to
persevere to become a developed
country. It can have higher per capita
income only when its states and UTs
prosper.Herewe focus ononlyhow the
28 states, where 97 per cent of Indians
live, havedone from1980-81 to 2023-24.
Data availability dictated the choice of
theperiodandrestricted theanalysis to
Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) at
factor cost at current prices — that is,
incomeoriginating in the state andnot
income accruing to the state.
So, what has been the relative per-

formanceofthestatesintermsofranking
of per capita NSDP? Some have raced
ahead. For example, Sikkim, which
ranked 10th-12th in the first half of the
1980s,jumpedtosecondpositionin2009-
10andevendisplacedGoaasnumberone
in2021-22.Goahasalwaysstayedaheadof
all the others, except in 2021-22. Some
have languished at the bottom — for
example Bihar, with its per capitaNSDP
the lowest in both 1980-81 and 2023-24.
Thereisnocleartendencyofconvergence
— that is, poorer states catching upwith
their richercounterparts.
Grouping the states region-wise, we

find that the South, consisting of
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana, improved
their ranks, on average by 5.4. The stars
among these five are Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. Karnataka rose rapidly in
rank from 2011-12.
Tamil Nadu improved its rank from

13th in 1980-81 to sixth during the late

1990s and, after some deterioration in
the intervening years, ended with the
sixthpositionduring the last fouryears.
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu differed in
terms of their nature of growth. While
services were in the lead in Karnataka,
in Tamil Nadu, it was driven by broad-
based industry. The march of Tamil
Nadu ruled by two regional parties —
DMK or AIADMK — which were not
always a part of the central coalition, is
a testimony of the resilience of the
Indian federal structure.
TheWest, consistingofGoa,Gujarat,

Maharashtra, andRajasthan,which fol-
lows theSouth,hadahigh rank in 1980-
81, and more or less maintained its
relative position with only a slight
decline in average rank of only 0.25.
Also, theNortheast, consistingofArun-
achal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meg-
halaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
and Tripura, suffered only a minor
decline in its relative ranking on aver-
age, mainly due to the stellar perform-
ance of Sikkim, and the reasonably
good performance by Mizoram and
Tripura. The importance of law and
order was starkly demonstrated by
Mizoram, which, after the historic
peace accordbetween theGovernment
of Indiaand theMizoNationalFronton
June 30, 1986, climbed from the 17th
position in 1985-86 to eighth in the fol-
lowing year. The Northeast, and Utta-
rakhand in theNorth, give the lie to the
widely held belief that all the Hima-
layan and Northeastern states are des-
tined to be laggards in growth.
Theaveragerankofthecentralregion,

consisting of Chhattisgarh andMadhya
Pradesh (MP), deteriorated by 1.5. It was
the combined effect of an improvement
intherankofChhattisgarh,carvedoutof
MP only in 2000-01, and a deterioration
in the rankofMPbysix.
The average rank of the North, con-

sisting of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pra-
desh (UP), slid by 3.4. Every state in the
North, with the exception of Uttarak-
hand, either languished with its low
rank or lost in ranking. Another state,
Haryana, carved out of Punjab in 1966,
has been a success story. After main-
taining its rankaround3-4 from1980-81
to 2001-02, Haryana even occupied the
second position from 2002-03 to 2005-
06. It struggled with its third rank
between 2006-07 and 2019-20. It slid
back to the fourth position in 2020-21,
and remained at fifth in the three
subsequent years up to 2023-24. In
the North, the deterioration in the
ranking of Punjab by 13 is particularly
worrisome.

The twostateswith the largestpopu-
lation — UP (241 million) in the North
and Bihar (131 million) in the East —
remained at the bottom of the ranking
over more than four decades,
until 2023-24. Bihar consistentlymain-
tained its bottom-most rank, and in 34
of the 43 years, UP its second from the
bottomposition. As a proportion of the
all-India per capita NNP, Bihar’s per
capita NSDP (~917) declined from 52.7
per cent in 1980-81 to 31.9 per cent in
2023-24, and UP’s from 73.4 per to 49.4
per cent. With more than one out of
four Indians living in these two states,
India’s growth story cannot be com-
pleted without lifting Bihar and UP
from their current state.
Every state in the East, comprising

Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, and
West Bengal, lost its ranking. West
Bengal mirrored Punjab in sliding
13 positions.
The rapid decline in the ranking of

two relatively ‘prosperous’ states of the
country from yesteryear — Punjab in
the North, bordering Pakistan, and
West Bengal in the East, bordering
Bangladesh—isaworrisome featureof
the country’s economic performance.
Indeed,both the states suffered the rav-
ages of Partition and were carved out
mostly from extant united Punjab and
Bengal provinces. But 78 years is a long
time and many countries that faced
partition — for example South Korea
and Taiwan—have not only recovered
from their traumas but gone on to
become developed countries.
Both Punjab andWest Bengal went

through socio-political turbulence —
Punjab spectacularly around Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s assassination
in 1984; West Bengal with a slow build-
up from the days of agitations during
the acute food shortage and refugee
rehabilitation crisis to theNaxalite agi-
tation in the 1970s. Apart from insur-
gency,didPunjabget stuck in thegreen
revolution trapofproducingonlymore
and more HYV wheat and paddy by
unsustainably pumping subsoil water
with subsidised power and selling it at
MSP?DidWest Bengal start living in its
past glory of BankimChandra Chatter-
jee, Rabindranath Tagore, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, and myriad
other luminaries? Was West Bengal
driving by looking at the rearview
mirror?Was trouble inevitable?
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
The author is a Bharatiya Janata Party
member of theWest Bengal Legislative
Assembly and a former chief econ-
omic advisor in theUnion finance
ministry

sAnjeebmukherjee
NewDelhi, 13 October

Paddystubbleburning isdown,a trend
thathassharpenedonthebackof three
yearsofdecline.Thisyear, thefirst 25
daysof thestubble-burningseason,
whichruns fromSeptember 15 toNovem-
ber30,haveseena65percentdrop,with
PunjabandHaryana—the twostates
that lead in thepollutingpractice—
seeingadramatic fall of64percentand
96percent, respectively.
MadhyaPradesh,whichhasover

thepast fewyears emergedas anewhot-
spot of paddy stubbleburning, has also
seenadropof almost 45per cent in the
sameperiod.
Expertsputdowntheconsistent

declinetoamixofpolicies:Subsidies,
incentives,andpunitivemeasures.How-
ever, theywarn, therecentrainsover
northernstatescould leadtosomeof the
pollutiongainsunravelling.

Chokers:Thefacts
A2023studybyBhopal-basedIndian
InstituteofScienceEducationand
Researchfoundthat therehadbeena75
percent increase inharmfulgreenhouse
gasemissions fromagricultural residue
burningacross India inthedecadefrom
2011 through2020.
Thestudyalso foundthatmost

emissionsoccurredduringtheendof the
kharif season, followedbyrabi, causedby
theburningof riceandwheatresidues.
Rice,wheat,andmaizeaccountedfor97
percentof India’sagriculturalburning
emissions,withpaddybeingthe largest
contributorat55percent.
Burningonetonneofpaddystraw,

accordingtotheCouncilonEnergy,
EnvironmentandWater (CEEW),apublic
policy think-tank, releases3kilogramsof
particulatematter,60kgofcarbonmon-
oxide, 1.46tonnesofcarbondioxide, 199
kgofash,and2kgofsulphurdioxide into
theatmosphere.

Notonly that, scientistsat theIndian
CouncilofAgriculturalResearch(ICAR)
estimate thateachtonneofstubbleburnt
leads toa lossofat least 12-13kgofphos-
phorus, 35kgofpotassium,and20kgof
nitrogeninthesoil.
Accordingtosomestudies, stubble

burningaccounts for15-30percentof
Delhi’sPM(particulatematter)2.5pollu-
tionduringthepeakburningperiod.
CEEWsaysDelhi’saverageannualPM2.5
count isaround100ug/m3(micrograms
percubicmetres),goinguptomorethan
200ug/m3inthewintermonths.
Punjabproducesabout20million

tonnesofpaddystubbleannually,and
Haryana7-8milliontonnes (figures for
MadhyaPradeshwerenotreadilyavail-
able).Smokefromstubbleburninggets
trappedinthenationalcapital regions
becauseofboomingurbanconstruction
andwindpatterns.
Someof thenewsaboutstubbleburn-

ingcouldbeamatterofperception.
Althoughthedecrease instubbleburning
hasbeenmuchhigher inPunjaband
HaryanathaninMadhyaPradesh(MP),
the latterdoesnothit thenationalhead-
linesbecause it is thatmuchfurtheraway
fromthenationalcapital, analystssaid.
Expertsputdownthesteepdecline in

stubbleburning inPunjabandHaryanain
the last twoyears toacombinationof ‘in-
situ’and ‘off-situ’measures.

Incropresiduemanagement,or
CRM, in-situmeasuresare those
wherethestubble is treated inthe
paddyfieldthroughmulching,
mixing it in thesoil,orusing
chemical solutionstodecompose
theresidue.Ex-situmeasuresare
thosewherethestubble is taken
outsidethefarmtoprocessing
centreswhere it is turnedintopel-
lets foruseas feedstockor fuel for
powerplants.

Monsoonhavoc
Theextendedmonsoonrains
overmuchofnorthern India,
includingPunjab,Haryana,
UttarPradesh,MadhyaPradesh
andRajasthan,means thathar-
vestingofpaddyhasbeendelayed
as farmershavebeenwaiting for the
weather to clearbeforedeploying
their combineharvesters,whichsepar-
ate thegrain fromthe stalk.
Thisalsomeansthat thewindow

betweenpaddyharvestandwheatsowing
mightgetnarrower thannormal,which,
inturn,couldtemptfarmers toopt for
burningofpaddystubblerather than
applyingothernon-pollutingmeans,
suchas in-situandex-situmeasures, that
cantake longer.Paddyharvestingusually
starts inOctober.
“Wehavetoanyhowstartwheat

sowingfromthefirstweekofNovember
toget theoptimumyieldandif,bythen,
mostof thepaddyisnotharvested,
farmerswillhave littleoptionbut toburn
the leftoverstubble,”a farmer from
Punjabsaid.
“If it rains continuously for twodays

ormore, harvesting gets delayedbya
minimum5-7days as combinehar-
vesters can’t runonwet soil. Therefore,
everythingwill dependon theweather,”
he explained.
Punjabhasseen651percentexcess

rain fromOctober 1 toOctober 10 this
year—this ison thebackofmore than30
percentexcess rains in theJune toSep-
tembermonsoonmonths.
Notonly that, a reportby ICARsays

thatasofOctober9,densecloudsover
Punjab,Haryana,UP,RajasthanandMP
havealsomade itdifficult for satellites to
detect incidenceofpaddyburning.
But therecouldbeaflipside to this

problem.“If thesoils remainwet for long,
farmerswon’thaveanyoptionbut tohar-
vestpaddyfieldsmanually,which leads
to lessproductionof stubbleas theplant
canbeharvestedright fromthebottom,”
asenior scientist at ICARsaid.

Machines inthemix
Lastmonth, thePunjabgovernmentsaid
that ithadsanctioned15,000freshCRM
machines—includingsuper seeders,

happyseeders,mulchersandrotavators
—thisyear.Paddygrowershadalready
procured12,500of thesemachines.
The state governmenthas also

prepareda~500crore actionplan for
the effectivemanagementof paddy
straw topromote sustainable agricul-
tural practices.
“PunjabandHaryanapossessover

200,000CRMmachines, sufficient to
coverall thepaddyfarms,” saidKurinji
Kemanth,programmeleadatCEEW.
“Thisyear, thegovernment’s focus
shouldbeonstrengtheningcustom
hiringcentres (CHCs),whichcan
enhance farmers’ access tocrucial
machines likesuper seedersat just 10-33
percentof thepurchasecost.”Headded
thatconsideringsuchcentresalready
ownnearly30-40percentofCRM
machines in thesestates,offering incen-
tives for thebest-performingCHCs,
targetedoperational subsidies, and
developingmachinemanagementplans
canmake themreliable serviceproviders
for farmers.
However, aCEEWsurveysaid that in

Punjab,only33percent farmersuseex-
situCRMmachinesandthat20percent
farmersbelieved themyththatwheat
yieldsdropandthecropbecomesmore
prone topestattack ifCRMmachinesare
used toharvestpaddy.
VikramAhuja, a farmerandanagri-

entrepreneurwhohasworkedwith
farmers forcropresiduemanagement for
over twodecades inPunjab, said that
farmers shouldbegivenanannual ‘no-
burningbonus', supportedbydirect
benefit transfers forcropresidueman-
agement.Alongside,governmentsub-
sidies for farmers toprocureCRM
machinesshouldbeended.
Themeasureswillnotonlysupport

farmersfinanciallybutalso reduce the
inflatedmargins—subsidiesoften lead

tohigherprices—for sellersofhappy
seeders,balersandrotoseeders.
He said government subsidies for

useofhappy seeders or other such farm
equipmenthavenot resolved the
problem.Ahuja’s prescriptionfinds sup-
port among farmers groups inPunjab,
whoalsowantfinancial incentives to
stopburning stubble, rather than
cheapermachines.
“It isunfortunate that stubbleman-

agementeffortsareoftenrestricted toa
subsidydrive,”Ahuja said. “Thegovern-
menthasprovidedsubsidies to farmers
forbuying theseequipment,but their
priceshavebeenunnecessarily inflated
in themarket, andfarmershaveendedup
blocking theirmoney inunderutilised
farmequipment.”
Recently, the SupremeCourt came

downheavily on stubble burning,
saying farmers should be jailed if they
fail to complywithdirectives, an obser-
vation thatwas criticised bymany as
undulyharsh.
Underscoring theneed for the right

policymix,agricultureministerShivraj
SinghChouhantoldahigh-levelmeeting
oncropresiduemanagement in the
national capital recently thatfinancial
incentives,propermonitoring,and
adequatesubsidies for residuemanage-
mentmachinesareamongthekey
measuresneededtocheckstubbleburn-
ing.Themeetingwasattendedbythe
agricultureministersofPunjab,Haryana,
UttarPradeshandDelhi, andUnion
environmentministerBhupendraYadav,
amongothers.
Clearly, the last threeyearshave

shownthat themixof incentives,puni-
tivemeasures, andsubsidies isworking
as faras tacklingstubbleburning iscon-
cerned—that’sa rarebitofgoodnews in
anation thatfinds itself choking from
pollutioneveryyear.

The trouble
with stubble
The trouble
with stubble
Paddy stubble burning, whichworsens air
pollution, particularly in the cities of northern
India, has abated significantly in three key
farming states. Can this year’s unusually wet
monsoon season reverse the gains?
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Fading flames
Cases of paddy stubble burning

during Sept 15-Oct 10 period

Source: Indian Agricultural Research Institute

States 2024 2025 % change

Punjab 267 96 -64.0

Haryana 187 8 -95.7

UP 96 77 -19.8

Delhi 0 0 0.0

Rajasthan 18 10 -44.4

MP 53 29 -45.3

Total 621 220 -64.6

Ashok kumAr LAhiri

Registered Office: 1, Bishop Lefroy Road, Kolkata – 700020
Corporate Identity Number (CIN): L15491WB1962PLC031425

E-mail: investor.relations@tataconsumer.com; Website: www.tataconsumer.com
NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

SEBI has allowed opening of a special window to facilitate re-lodgement of transfer requests of
physical shares lodged prior to the deadline of April 1, 2019 and rejected/returned due to deficiency
in the documents. [SEBI Circular No. SEBI/HO/MIRSD/MIRSD-PoD/P/CIR/2025/97 dated
July 2, 2025]

Key Details -
Window for
re-lodgement

July 7, 2025 to January 6, 2026

Who can re-lodge the
transfer requests?

Investor whose transfer deeds were lodged prior to April 2019 and
rejected/returned due to deficiency in documents.

How to re-lodge the
transfer requests?

Submit original transfer documents, along with corrected or missing
details to the Registrar and Transfer Agent, MUFG Intime India Private
Limited (Formerly known as Link Intime India Private Limited)
Postal Address MUFG Intime India Private Limited

Unit: Tata Consumer Products Limited
C 101, Embassy 247, L.B.S. Marg, Vikhroli (West),
Mumbai 400083

Helpline No. +91 81081 18484
For any
queries

Raise a request at https://web.in.mpms.mufg.com/
helpdesk/Service_Request.html or send an email
at investor.helpdesk@in.mpms.mufg.com or
investor.relations@tataconsumer.com

The shares that are re-lodged for transfer shall be issued only in demat mode.
For Tata Consumer Products Limited

Sd/-
Delnaz Dara Harda

Place : Mumbai Company Secretary
Date : October 13, 2025 ACS 73704
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