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PBKS eye dramatic revwal for playoff spot | He will make decision in best

FRESS TRUST O OIA B Lusonw e - conenmon aer g s | 11tETESE Of team: Simons on Dhom
S e G oy “ $ ” wins in their last 10 matche:

They suffered a seven-wicker PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
defeat to Rajasthan Royals in Jaipur lAm;eaahau
in their previous out a game T
dominated by teenage sensation Chennai Super Kings bowling
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. Yet, the home coach Eric Simons said
side would take confidence froni Mahendra Singh Dhoni aione
their recent performances at the will decide on his comebaci
Ekana Stadium, where both they stressing that the veteran
secured both their last two wins — wicketkeeper-batter waould
against Royal Challengers Bengaluru only return if he feels fully lit
and Chennai Super Kings. and ready to contribute to the

Punjab Kings will need something
spectacularto arresta disastrous slide
and keep their fading playoff hopes
alive when theytake on already-elim-
inated Lucknow Super Giants, in their
IPL clash, here on Saturday. Punjab's
campaign has unravelled dramatical-
ly since their record 265-run chase
against Delhi Capitals on April 25.
From remaining unbeaten till the
midway stage and looking like

genuine titie contenders with six The biggest positive for LSG has team.

wins in seven matches, the last been the form of Australian duo Dhoai, 44, couldn't play a
season’s unners-up have crashed to Mitchell Marsh and Josh Inglis at the single game in & edition
six successive defeals, leaving their top. due o & leg injury but Simons

playofl hopes hanging by a thread. The pair added 109 in only 8.2 said he impressed inthe nets
Now placed fifth, Punjab not only the picture, Punjabfirst need toredis- has not converted starts intosubstan-  overs if the last match and wilt once with his clean strik

need tobeat LSC in their final league  cover their form after a prolonged tial scores. Having reamined among  again be crucial if LSG are fo finish "Are you seriously asking the unit and be mp. sor
game here on Sarurday but aiso slumpthat has exposed flaws across theleadersin nin-getters' rally, captain their campaign on a positive noze in methat question? We always to tap into for k
depend on Sunday’s double headers  departments. Iyer's returns too have dippedsharply  fronit of the home crowd. are.” Simons said when asked and calmness,” he
(M vs RRand KKR vs DC)to earn a place Their aggressive top order of duringthelosing streak, crossing fifty Nicholas Pooran too would ook if CSK are hopetul of Dhoni's Tnconsistent fieiding’:
inthe playoff. The Shreyas Iyer-led side  Priyansh Arya, Prabhsimran Singh only once in the six defeats. to rediscover his touch after manag- availability next year. Simons said the team
would hope both Mumbaiindiansand  and Cooper Connolly has failed to The middie order, which scripted ing just 87 runs in his last four "I mean, honestly, he has it lot of ellort in lield
Kolkata Knight Riders lose theirrespec-  provide the explosive starts that the memorable chase against Delhi, innings. hit the ball so well. He obvi- admirted that fielding hasi't
tive matches. defined rhe first halfof theirseason.  has also lost momentum, while rheir Skipper Rishabh Pani, who has ously had aleg injury, which el O

A Rajasthan Royals win aver Priyansh has managed just one bowlingunit hasleaked runsregular-  endured a disappointing season made it very difficoit for him
Mumbaiwould officially end Punjab’s ~ fifty in his last seven innings and was  ly at both ends of the innings. with only one fifty so tar, will aiso torun, sothat's why he could-  all-rounder said Dhoni would
hopes, while a KKRvictory over Delhi  dismissed for & duck in the previous Fielding has furtherhuri theircanr  hope to end on a high. n't play. always prioritise the team’s
Capitals could bring net runrateinto  game, while Prabhsimran too has paign, with dropped catches proving in the bowling deparument, it “Butinterms of hitting the  interest over personal mile-
play. At present, PBKS hold a slight  struggled for consistency with only  costly in crucial moments. remains to be seen whether veteran baliirs the nets, he's hittingit ~ stones. ised a lor of f
edge in NRR over KKR. one fifty in his last five innings. 15G, meanwhile, have enduredafor- pacer Mohammed Shami returns as well as I've ever seen him thisyear, bui | think th

But before permutations come into Connolly has shown glimpses but  gettable seasonand areout ofplayoff  after missing the previous game.

play. But if he s right, he

will make the decision about  witl. H ake the - lignt cetches and so
Do 2 < S . 2 when he's ready and when  sion in the best inter incredibly easy catcnes
Tt ving by not dwelling on imperfections: Ras hes nghe e L B Gl AL Ll
The former South Africa himself as an indivicuai.  strange.” he sald.
little bit areas to “Everyoneistakingthe respon-  front of me and how | can do better =
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA improve and have sibility and | feel |ike that's so for the team."
8 Ahmedabad some areas very important. If you keep thinking Rashid heaped praise on the oneny y
T n e, SIrRREIVOl AR DS & % aboutthose 10 pera.nl orlsperunr bowlers for their consistent effort i giﬂgui‘%ﬁ;}iﬁ CMEUN‘],F:FA‘;“,:SRPOEATlorf‘"BH?,Pfh\If (1.2}
Aware ofthe scrutiny around Gujarat  complete 100 per cent 3 you this season. Doed ekt A4 g feprsin g i s
Tirans' middie order, star spinner perfect team. Doesn't . accurate, it sgumg ma"ea the resr “The wicket didn't change. I think NIT Numbor: 0BHFA'BACI2026 NOTIGE INVITING -TENDER Dato 21.05.2026
Rashid Khan said the side has suc- matter how good a E ©0f 70-75 or 80 per cent. the bowding atrack we have, especial- Gl retage item the tosiow rgworks zre i g actors and finns of rapute
ceeded this season by notdwelling  player you will “For us the thing is thar we just lythe fast bowling unit we have, we 4
on imperfections but trusting have... throughout £ 5 -3, keepthe thing simple. Whoeverthe have done a really great job through- S. | Onting Name of Wark Probable Eamast | Costof Big | Penocof
players to deliver in different the tournament j " %  opposition is, how are we going  out the Lournament,” Rashid said. Ho Tender smoum of {Mhaney Deposi | Document |
situations, and adapting quicklyto  there has been § Persy . Re=s. tobemoreimpactiulwhoever  “And | feel like on this wicker, if d Contact {fa); (E8D s
conditions. lots of discussion WA, pets the opportunity in the  you hit the right area consistently 1] wzs |Batance works of Conswuziion of 5397541 | 260853 203004
GT registered a massive 89-runwin  about our middle 75 R ;- middle. Either you bat, with a good pace, there is something UAD_ 2”‘”:‘ i':"z"‘;:g':‘“ R:”:;‘:‘“’
over Chennai Super Kings intheirlast order and things A bowl or field. Sodon't  for the bowier. While putting score 509600 1 l:;zr-:sla:l A': 8 \,’:;6 ;:". z’:
league match on Thursday to take like that but | feel 2 much think about ontheboard,you just don't go with {BhopalUinder PMAY i '
the top two positions in the everyone is & where we weak, theflow,you just seethe condition ST . Jovind
points table. stepping up,” he S48 where we strong. first and then you try to piay 2 The Bic Documsnt £3n be purchussc snly coline om 12:30 {time} 25052028 (Gate} to 17:30 PM (lime) 2

“i think every team has those said. Think about what is in  accordingly.” unx
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