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Batting inconsistency thwarted
our campaign: DC coach Bell

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
& New Delhi

Delhi Capitals assistant coach Ian Bell on

Sarurday admiitted that batting i

tency has thwaited his side’s campaign
in IPL 2026, and urged batrers to stepup

and support in-form KL Rahul.

Rahul has made 477 runs this season
from 12 matches, but other batters have
strugsled to contribute consistently.

"When you look at the tap fou

arthe moment, therefs a lot of consisten:
batting lineup. | think over a

«y in the
period of time now, not having

bility in the batting line-up is something
we are obviously working towards,” Bell

toid the media ahead of DC's mal
against Rajasthan Royals.

“KL has again had a fantastic year. He

nconsis-

IFteams
hasincreased hi

that sta-

tch here
rant as well,

strike rate, which is what
a lot of people asked him to do. But we
need other people to step up as well and
be more consistent. | don't think anyone
quite yet has made himseifundroppable
byperformanue and I think that's impor-

1heClelalsdrl‘ wrruulyswmu hinthe

table with 10 points from 12 matches, and
theremaining two ganies are a must-win
forthem to retain the possibility of enrer-
ing the play-offs.

Bell used DCs two contrasting batring
efforts to underscore the teant
turvy season. “We have to accepi — and
it has been a crazy season — the fact that
wescored 265 (vs PBKS and lost) here and
then followed that up by getting bowied
out for 70 {vs RCB). You can't win comipe-
titions if you're that inconsistent.”

“Plan Aisto beulirs aggressive. Burwe've
alsoseen herein Dethiwherethe wicketcan
be alittle bit different and you've got to use
different skills. You're not going to win 120
cricket anymore by playing safe and build-
ing a foundation. But ! think the best teams

topsy-

can adapl. That's where we have 0 be

better,” he szid.

ﬁSSOEIATED PRESS

Bangiad
day of the second and fina
onSaturday.

He hammered 126 run:

post 278 all our in

stumps, trailing by 257,

batter reached 30 ru
its batting vulner-

P‘Ikbld\ pace attack.

Wicketkeeper-batter Utton
Das hit a sublime century as
sh recovered from
eariy trouble on the opening

crickei test against Pakistan

off 159 balls with 16 fours anc
rwo sixes fo help Bangladesh
ts first
innings before Pakistan
reached 21 withour loss at

No other Bangladesh

dinst a disciplined

£
716
280 5 & 39

1 Shahzad, wha
pplaced Shaheen Shah Alri
the squad, led the che
with 4-81while Mohammad
Abbas claimed 3-45.
Hasan Ali. who w
steetchered ofl aites
wardly in his first over,
returned fater and finished

as

Fatima Sana to
squad for Wom

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
® Lahore

Fatima Sana will continuero
lead Pakistan:. which will have
five players set to make their
maider appearance in next
month’s Wormen's 120 World
Cup in England and Wales.

The selectors announced
Pakistan's 15-member squad
on Saturday, which will also
take part in @ triangular 1201
series in Ireland before the
T20 World Cup.

The West Indies will be the
third team in the tri-series.

Eyman Fatima, Natalia

&> a1 wERTE

BN Bank of Maharash
# s

lead Pakistan
en’s T20 WC

Pervaiz, Rameen Shamim,
Saira |abeen and Tasmia
Rubab are the players bound
for their first appearance in
rhe 720 World Cup.

Pakistan wili take on India
in their tournament opener
on [une 14 at Birmingham.

Slgnature celebration fuels motivation: Akash

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Lucknow

Pacer Akash Singh caught
the eye with his unique cel-
ebration during Lucknow
Super Giants’ win over
Chennai Super Kings, pulling
out a piece of paper from his
pocker after a wicket, a
gesture he said was aimed
at "motivating” himsell
and “asserting dominance”
over batters.

lefr-arm pacer pulled out
a scrappy piece of paper
after each of rhe three
wickets he took in LSG's
seven-wicket win over CSK,
with the message reading:

Zonal Office
PN Telo - Phone © 07612430085

‘ight Town, Jabalpur 482601 | HEAD OFFICE;

Lekmanga! 1501,

E-mail: cmrecovery_jabmahabank.co.n shivejragar. Pune-

“Akki on fire — Akash knows
how to take wickets in 720
cricket. The 24-year-old, who
began his IPL journey with
Rajasthan Royals and was
part of Chennai Super Kings'
title-winning campaign in
2023 before moving to
Lucknow Super (;iann. reg-
istered his best IPL figures
with 3 for 26 on Friday.
“Akki knows how to take
wickets in T20 cricket, right?"
Akash said when asked
about the message on the
piece of paper, adding that
it serves as a source of moti-
vation and heips hinm f
on dominating batters
detivering stronger perfor-
mances for the team.
“Different things morivate
different people. Some days
Ishow the paper, soime days

day When you carry a piece
of paper with somerhing
written on ir, you manifest
things, and the most impoi-

Bumrah to play only one format against Afghamstan

eye onthe pace spearhead’s
workioad while naming the
squads for the series on May
19. The one-olf Test, which
't a part of the World Test
Champlonshlp cycle, will be
played ar New Chandigarh
from june 610, while the
three ODIs will be held on

tant part is whenthose iai
ifestations actually mater-
alise,” he added.

Akash. who hails from
Bharatpur in Rajasihan, said
the strong backing from the
Lucknow Super Giants
support stail over the last
twoyears had played & huge
role in his growth as a erick-
e been with ISG for
two years. and the most
important thing has been the
hacking from the coaches,
even when I'm not in the
playing XL. This yearwe have
Bharat Arun sir, last vear
Zaheer sir was there..Tom
Moody. The way they guide
us, prepare us and keep us
ready for apportunities is
very important when there
are2s players inthesquad.”
hesaid.

e

june 14 {Dharamsala), 17
(Lucknow) and 20 {Chennai)
respectively.

The bilateral ODIs have
gained traction because
that is the only format in
which Virat Kohli and Rohir
Sharma play international
ly. However, Delhi speed-
ster Prince Yadav's name
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will certainly be dis
cussed by the selection
committee, considering
his steltar show in the fast
edition of the national
one-day championship
Prince ook 17 wickets
Irom 8 Vijay Hazare
Trophy games.

Besides that, his effort
In the ongoing IPL 2026,
16 wickets from 12
games, inciuding Lhe dis-
missal of Virat Kohli with
a lovely seaming deliv-
ery, has underlined the
fact that there couldi't
be a betier series o try
out Prince, since Harshit
Rana is unlikely ro get fit
anytime soon.

ank L
with 2-49. including the
wicket of Das.

Abbas sir
hall of the inning

g " ¥

an v.'nmh
0 how first

Tanzid

RCB out to

Litton Das century rescues Bangladesh on
opening day of 7nd test against Pakistan

Abbas for a cover-driven
poundary belore attacking
Snahud who was one o
kistan's three chang
l:u.u the test, which

Bangladesh won by 104 runs
in Dhaka
Inthe eighth over. Tanzid

offered @ return catch to
pacer Hasan, who lell aw!

was out afle:

ashort delives
areturn catch, ending his 4
partnership

un with

centuries in both in
1he firs L Was bow
Shahzad lor 22 1o
Bangladesh 633

feave

seal

play-off berth, Punjab
Kings to arrest freefall

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
| Dhammsala
Royal Chaillengers Bengaluru
would look (0 exploit vul
nerabilities of a profligate
Punjab Kings bowling line-up
to seal a play-off berth in the
Indian Premier League in
Dharamsala on Sunday.
Inthe only day game sched-
uled at the scenic Dharamsala
stadiuim, the top draw without
an iota of doubt is Virar Xohli,
freshoff a hundred inthe pre-
vious g . A sizeable
number of fans have i «».nu‘,
made their
mountains from Delhi a d
Punjab to see the iarger than
life Kok in the breathtak-
ing backdrop the
Dhautadhar range. The limited
infrastructure in piace in the
city is pushed (o its fimits.
Defend m.nnmnm’hv
anly te; vhich has main
tained congistency through-
out the tournament, are clear
lavourites against Punjab
Kings, who are i a freefait
iost five games in
row after being the m
dominant rean in the first
of the tour:
W*\'h‘ RCBare s:lu‘x..‘um
points table. @
s< for Punjab Kings
effectively shur the

a

would

playolf door on the Shreyas
iyer-ted side.

in both the games played
here, the Puniab Kings failed
to defend 210 and 200 after
failing to control the last five
overs. In fact, they have |ost
the most number of games
{10} after posting 200-plus
tatal in the format’s history.

The team needs to rejig its
bowling combination, with
the iikes of Xavier Bartlett and
Marco [ansen proving expen-

ment. Arsndeep 3
managed to bring

ganw. K while Azmatullah
Omarzai made an immediate
and bait in his

Vijaykumar

been out of the
perhaps the
to him in searcl

needed control int
and death overs,

The batting departme;
which has done welt nwr.uh
not firir

team dow V.

The piteh fias € Iseam
mevement thus far and was
or: the stower side i the Mi
PBKS tixture.
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CSK would
have learnt a
lot from LSG
loss: Ravi
Shastri

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Lucknow

Cricketer-tumed-commen-
tator Ravi Shastei reckons

bounce back strongly in
their linal two league
matches 1o keep their
playoll hopes al

CSKs pl
suffered a e blow
after LSG conw )nrvabv\
chased down a conmpetis
187, leaving the Chen
outfit in & virtual must-win

fethink that
st that easy
and, despite hatring first,
they still made i87. San
Samson didi't score runs,
Ruturej Gatkwad didn'r get
many

form {in
matihes), Thar
keylor C5¢
fioHorst
will learn what

they need 1o bow! in con-
ditions like these. in
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