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EC bans roadshows, rallies
in Bengal after court rap

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA [ | Tk
New Delhi/Kolkata, 22 April 2 \

oting that Covid safety norms
were being flouted in West

Bengal during campaigning, the
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Election Commission on Thursday
banned road shows and vehicle rallies in
the state with immediate effect and said
no public meeting having more than 500

people would be allowed.

The order said the commission has
noted “with anguish” that many political
parties and candidates are still not adher-
ingto the prescribed safety norms during
the public gatherings. The orders will
come into force from 7 pm on Thursday.

Earlier on Thursday, the Calcutta High
Court expressed dissatisfaction with the
Election Commission of India over enforc-

ement of Covid-19 health safety norms

during the ongoing West Bengal assembly
election process, including campaigning.

Hearing three public interest litiga-
tions (PILs) seeking enforcement of Covid
protocol during the elections, a division
bench presided by Chief Justice T B N
Radhakrishnan said issuance of circulars
and holding meetings on Covid safety
were not enough and sought an affidavit
by Friday on steps taken to enforce the
norms. The PILs expressed concern that
people participating in the ongoing elec-
tion campaigns were not adhering to
Covid norms and expressed apprehension
that this may result in a serious spike in
Covid-19 cases in West Bengal, which is
currently facing up to a second wave of

the pandemic.

“We are not satisfied with the materials

Nifty turns 2

Today, the Nifty SO index is the
most-traded derivatives index.
It is also the most-tracked
index by domestic exchange
traded funds (ETFs) with assets
under management of $18 bil-
lion (X1.35 trillion). The com-
plexion of the index has under-
gone a drastic change since its
inception. Back in 1996, State
Bank of India (SBI) had the
highest weightage at nearly 8.6
per cent, followed by Tata
Motors at 6.9 per cent. While
both the stocks continue to be
part of the index, they are no
longer in the top 10, both in
terms of market cap as well as
weightage. Reliance Industries
is currently the highest weight-
ed stock, followed by HDFC
Bank. Today, the index is dom-
inated by banks and financial
stocks. Back then, banking
stocks were an important part
of the index, but their com-
bined weightage was below 20
per cent — half that of now.

Ola Electric ...

He said Elon Musk’s Tesla and
Chinese EV maker Nio had also
rolled out their own propri-
etary charging ecosystem and
strategy.

With Hyundai electric car,
you cannot charge on Tesla’s
supercharger network. It is for
Tesla people,” said Aggarwal.

Ola Hypercharger will also
be the fastest two-wheeler
charging network, the firm
said. The Ola Scooter can be
charged 50 per cent in just 18
minutes for a75-km range, pro-
viding superior range confi-
dence. Ola Hyperchargers will
be widely deployed across
cities and will be found in city
centres and dense business dis-
tricts as stand-alone towers as
well as in popular locations
such as malls, IT parks, office
complexes and cafes, ensuring
that Ola Electric customers
always have a Hypercharger
nearby.

The home charger will
require no installation and will
provide customers with the
convenience of charging at
home by simply plugging into
a regular wall socket for

circulars," it said.

court observed.

on record to state that the Election
Commission of India and its officers on
ground in West Bengal have enforced their

The court said that the circulars of the
ECI show the route map and the protocol
for the political parties, their workers, the
people at large and responsible manage-
ment by the officers including the police
and other forces under its command.

"Issuance of circulars and holding of
meetings by themselves do not discharge
the onerous responsibility of the ECL," the

The bench, also comprising Justice
Arijit Banerjee, also said it is sure that cir-
culars are not mere advisories. The high
court directed the ECI to file an affidavit
by Friday listing the steps it has taken and

Assembly Election at Birati, in North 24 Parganas, on Thursday

People stand in a queue to cast their vote at a polling station during the 6th phase of

PHOTO: PTI

its views on the issues raised by it.
The bench, which heard the PILs
through video conference, posted the

matter for hearing on Friday in view of

the urgency of the situation.

The court had on April 13 directed that
in view of a resurgence of Covid-19 pan-
demic, all health-related guidelines on
campaigning for state assembly elections
be enforced in the strictest possible
manner. The bench had said that it is in
public interest that the administration
ensures that all Covid protocols are

strictly adhered to by all concerned,

including those engaged in election
campaigns. It had also directed that strin-
gent measures be taken against persons
who fail, neglect or refuse to obey Covid
protocols.

 overnight charging, the firm

said. “We have also built navi-
gation features,” said Varun
Dubey, head of marketing at
Ola Electric and Ola Financial
Services. “If you are going from
point A to B, our app would
automatically know whether
you have enough charge.”

The soon-to-be-launched
Ola Scooter will be manufac-
tured at the Ola Futurefactory,
being built at record speed in
Tamil Nadu, with its first phase
to be ready this summer. The
facility is being built with an
investment of 32,400 crore on
500 acres of land. The compa-
ny said the electric two-wheel-
er will be priced aggressively to
make it accessible to all.

The Ola Scooter has already
won several prestigious awards
including the IHS Markit
Innovation award at CES and
the German Design Award. The
firm said it has industry-first
smart features that reimagine
the entire scooter experience
for customers in India and
around the world.

Covid-19impact

At a time when the second
wave of Covid-19 has wreaked
havoc in the country, Aggarwal
said he doesn’t foresee any
major disruption in the roll-out
of the charging network, vehi-
cles, and setting up of the
Futurefactory. “We don’t fore-
cast any major issues ourselves,
but the next month is going to
be critical.” Aggarwal said the
automotive sales were ham-
pered by the pandemic, but EV
penetration had risen drasti-
cally in Europe, China and the
US. “I feel EVs are so disrup-
tive,” said Aggarwal. “EV pen-
etration will actually thrive and
go up significantly (due to) any
kind of demand issue.”

Oxygen crisis...

The ministry of external affairs
has been tasked with arranging
the tankers.

During the meeting, Modi
was informed that the states
have been asked to specify
their demand for oxygen so
that adequate supply can be
ensured. As against the current
demand of 6,785 tonnes per
day (tpa) of LMO from 20
states, the Centre has allocated
6,822 tpa as of April 21, accord-
ing to a government press
release issued after the meet-
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ing. In the last few days, the
availability of LMO has
increased by about 3,300 tpa,
with contributions from pri-
vate and public steel plants,
oxygen manufacturers, other
industries, as well as by pro-
hibiting the supply of oxygen
to non-essential industry, the
release said.

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister directed that
oxygen supply to various states
should be unhindered and
local administrations held
responsible for instances of
obstruction.

In his order on Thursday,
Union home secretary AK
Bhalla said, “No restriction
shall be imposed on the move-
ment of medical oxygen
between the states and trans-
port authorities shall be
instructed to accordingly allow
free inter-state movement of
oxygen carrying vehicles.” The
instruction followed reports
that the Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh administrations were
preventing the movement of
oxygen tankers to Delhi.

Besides, states and union
territories would have to abide
by the supply plan of medical
oxygen prepared by the
empowered group (EG) IL.

The Indian Railways has
also been pressed into service
to transport LMO tankers. One
rake is slated to transport 105
tonnes of LMO from Visakh-
apatnam in Andhra Pradesh to
Maharashtra. A similar move-
ment of tankers will take place
from Bokaro in Jharkhand to
Uttar Pradesh. A 270km
Lucknow to Varanasi 'green
corridor', where trains carrying
oxygen tankers have first right
of way, was created earlier.

Tax deadline...

Also, the first installment of
advance tax will have to be paid
by June 15. Tax experts pointed
out that small and medium
enterprises will be the most hit
if compliance timelines are not
extended. Rajat Mohan, part-
ner, AMRG Associates said
while large taxpayers hired dis-
aster recovery professionals
and readied themselves to face
any natural calamity last year
after the first Covid wave,
MSMEs and SMEs had been
the worst hit by the second
wave of the pandemic. “They
have not implemented IT infra-
structure like cloud comput-
ing, leading to the non-avail-
ability of technological and
human resources for filing tax
compliances on time. The gov-
ernment needs to reach out to
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses and extend the time-
lines for all tax filings until the
time the situation is under con-
trol,” said Mohan.

Last year, the government
provided many statutory and
regulatory compliance relief
measures after the national
lockdown hit the country.

“In testing times like these,
where there is shortage of staff
due to ill health, travel restric-
tions/curfews etc, it becomes
vital for the government to step
up and relax the deadlines so
that businesses and individuals
can stay focussed on maintain-

ing health and business
resumption rather than statu-
tory compliances,” said Rakesh
Nangia, chairman, Nangia
Andersen India.

The government has been
supportive and responsive to
the needs of the taxpayers
before, and therefore it is
hoped that it would afford the
requisite relief soon, Nangia
added.

Harpreet Singh, partner,
KPMG, said that any further
lockdown in states, could result
in delay in undertaking com-
pliances by GST dealers as
important data, invoices, files,
DSC used for signature etc may
be lying in offices which are not
accessible now. “...Relaxations
on compliances if delayed are
asgood aslost, as the same may
not meet the intended pur-
pose. It would be prudent to
address the compliance issues
at the earliest,” Singh added.

The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) has in a
letter to finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman urged
postponement of various tax
compliances by three months.
It said at least 11 types of com-
pliances under GST and anoth-
er 11 forincome tax fall in April.
“In these tough times when all
the state governments are tak-
ing strict precautionary meas-
ures such as complete curfew,
night curfew, 72-hour complete
lockdown, complete lockdown,
containment zones, etc in
order to restrict the spread of
Covid-19 in their states, it will
not be possible to comply with
all these statutory compliances
on time. Therefore, with the
delay in compliances on part
of trade not being deliberate,
the late fee and penalties
should be waived off perma-
nently,” it said in the letter.

Pratik Jain, partner, Price
Waterhouse & Co LLP said the
situation on the ground was
really bad and most people had
someone in the family battling
Covid. “In these circum-
stances, the industry does
expect the government to relax
the compliance timelines, par-
ticularly filing of monthly GST
returns and reconciliation
requirements. The GST coun-
cil may meet next month to
take decisions on some of these
measures,” said Jain.

PM on climate...

Modi said India’s per capita
carbon footprint was 60 per
cent lower than the global aver-
age. This, he said, was because
India’s lifestyle “is still rooted
in traditional sustainable prac-
tices”. Modi said the impor-
tance of lifestyle change in cli-
mate action could not be
emphasised enough. This is
why India has, and will contin-
ue to welcome partners to cre-
ate templates of sustainable
development, he said.

“Cooperation  between
India and the United States
particularly on financing inno-
vation and faster deployment
of green technologies would
have a positive demonstration
effect on other countries,” he
said, quoting Vivekanand:
“Arise, awake, and stop not till
the goal is reached.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Regulation 29 read with Regulation 47 of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015, Notice is hereby given that a meeting of Board of Directors of the Company

will be held on Thursday, April 29, 2021, inter-alia to consider and take on record
the Audited Annual Financial Results (Standalone and Consolidated) for the
quarter and financial year ended March 31, 2021.
This intimation is also available on the Company’s website at www.stfc.in and on
the Stock Exchanges website at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com

For SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Sd/-
Umesh Revankar
Vice Chairman and Managing Director

Date : April 22, 2021
Place: Mumbai

MAHARASHTRA INDUSTRIAL
Gse DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)

NOTICE

Selecting and On-boarding Banks for Providing Unified Banking
Services

Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC), as part of
its effective e-governance practices, wants to select and on-board
nationalised bank for providing unified banking services for payment,
collections and disbursements for various services offered by MIDC.
The key objective of this RFPis to lay the foundation for making MIDC a
cash-less organization and to provide easily accessible and cost
effective paymentfacilities toits customers.

The interested nationalised bank may download the Request for
Proposal (RFP) from MIDC's website: www.midcindia.org and submit
the same upto 19/05/2021 upto 12.00 pm

Chief Account Officer
MIDC, Head Office, Mumbai - 93

GNFC STARTS PRODUCTION AND
SUPPLY OF MEDICAL GRADE LIQUID
OXYGEN FOR SERVING SOCIAL CAUSE
IN CURRENT PANDEMIC

hile oxygen demand has suddenly increased with rapid
Wspread of current pandemic, immediately after resum-
ing from its planned Annual Shutdown during first two
weeks of April, GNFC has started producing and supplying med-
ical grade oxygen.
Shri Pankaj Joshi, IAS, Managing Director, GNFC mentioned that
while the daily production will be around 10,000 litres which will be
equivalent to 1000 cylinders a day, it has further plan of ramping
up the production capacity to double it.
He further elaborated that it is proud moment for him and team
GNFC thatit has risen to the occasion by meeting clarion call giv-
en by State and Country’s leadership. GNFC modified it's opera-
tions related to Air Separation Unitto address the issue of medical
oxygen demand.
Shri Joshi expressed that with oxygen supply free of charge for
medical treatment, hopes to contribute towards saving precious
human capital of country.

GSFC BEGINS MUCH NEEDED MEDICAL
OXYGEN PRODUCTION

akingaleadinrespondingto : *R
Prime Minister Narendra Mo- .
o kN
L Wiy

di's clarion call forincreasing
productionin medical grade oxygen
in a country, Gujarat State Fertiliz-
ers & Chemicals Limited has pro-
vided the much-needed respite by
starting the manufacture and dis-
patch of 99.8% pure liquid oxygen
atits facility in Vadodara.

From April 12,2021 onwards, the
company has been supplying medical grade oxygen in this diffi-
cult time of the Corona pandemic. The company’s management
has decided that this medical oxygen supply should be provided
free of cost under its CSR initiative, and accordingly, all the sup-
plies from 12th April onwards will be treated on free of cost basis.
GSFC is the first company to respond to the need to divertindus-
trial oxygen for medical purpose. During any emergency, natural
disaster, etc., the company has always stood by the local admin-
istration/state government in carrying out duty as a good corpo-
rate citizen.

“GSFC has modified certain capabilities in their manufacturing
operations on a war-footing basis tofill 35 Dura cylinders, each of
200 litres, which are being dispatched every day," said a compa-
ny official.

Almost 20 critical Covid-19 patients can be provided support through
asingle Dura cylinder per day, he added.

For the last few days, GSFC through its air separation unit in the
Caprolactam plant had started supplying liquid oxygen in Dura
cylinders. Against the daily need of about 150 tonnes of medical
oxygen, GSFCis likely to supply about 10 tonnes a day.

The Prime Minister has directed officials to ensure smooth and
seamless movement of tankers carrying oxygen throughout the
country. The government has exempted all interstate movement
of oxygen tankers from the registration of permits to enable easi-
ermovement.

Last year, taking alead in Prime Minister’s Aatma Nirbhar Bharat
initiative, GSFC initiated plans to invest Rs 1500-2000 crore for
rolling out as many as 21 products where India has a strong de-
pendency onimports, including China.

— TENDER CARE —

— Advertorial

LIC COLLECTS HIGHEST EVER RS 1.84
TRILLION (LAKH CRORES) NEW PREMIUM
IN CORONA PERIOD
AS PER PROVISIONAL FIGURES. PAYS
RS.1.34 TRILLION AS CLAIMS TO
POLICYHOLDERS

ndia’s largest life insurer, LIC, continues itsimpressive New

Business performance despite a highly challenging Busi-

ness environment due to the Corona Pandemic for the en-
tire previous year.
Inthe just concluded financial year 2020-21, LIC has achieved
its highest ever First Year Premium Income of Rs.56,406 crores
under Individual Assurance Business with a 10.11% growth over
lastyear. LIC has also procured animpressive 2.10 crore poli-
cies, out of which 46.72 lakhs were procured in the month of
March alone, with a growth of 298.82% over last year for the cor-
responding month.
The Market Share garnered by LIC comes to 81.04% in num-
ber of Policies for the month of March 2021 and 74.58% for the
year. For First Year Premium, the Market share is 64.74% for
March and 66.18% for the whole year.
LIC’s Pensionand Group Schemes Vertical also created anew
record by clocking its highest ever New Business Premium In-
come of Rs. 1,27,768 Crores over a huge base of Rs 1,26,749
Croresinthe previous year. Number of new Schemesis also a
new record of 31,795.

HOLISTIC APPROACH TO HEALTH
IS THE NEED OF THE HOUR,
DR HARSH VARDHAN

t the online full-day Health
ASummit “Reimagine Health-

care” organized by IMC Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry on April
20, Union and Maharashtra Health
and Family Welfare Ministers stressed
need to strengthen healthcare sys-
tem.
Union Minister for health stressed on
Importance of preventive and promo-
tive than curative health and talked
about various government of India’s program like world largest
health insurance program Ayushyaman Bharat and others which
are aimed towards holistic approach to health. “Mental health,
physicalfitness, right nutrition, sanitation, personal hygiene and
respiratory etiquettes are crucial aspects of well-being of anin-
dividual. Building mass movement around them and sensitis-
ing the general public about the benefits of focusing on these
aspects will go along way in improving the health well being of
society atlarge, “ DrHarsh Vardhan adding that many of the gov-
ernment programs are working theses. Maharashtra health min-
ister mentioned about the state government’s efforts towards
strengthening primary health centres by providing more doc-
tors, medicines and equipment and making tertiary health ac-
cessible in each district by setting up medical colleges. He thanked
the government of India’s encouraging response to this initia-
tive.
“We have tools that could help us to harness the power of tech-
nology and data. To collect, process and analyze data faster than
ever before. Indiais poised to be the one-stop solution for health.
India’s strengths as a digital powerhouse can be harnessed by
the health system to accelerate the progress towards high-qual-
ity, affordable, comprehensive, accountable, accessible and in-
clusive healthcare for all,” said Rajiv Podar, President of IMC in
his opening remarks.
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20864911336 100115358, 2085271 1316667001 73045, 20852417 5245100 143802
2CH6386 161261002 19653 , 20B52527 138651001 73029, J08EI72/ 13866100173052
2077 2G2S 361000 14807 | Z0FSG55 16T 200219291 | 2082082713 246100003608
ISAARESIISIAAT17NA" | PNSLRRT/19AIN0N 15215 F0ASE2 1916100115499
ACHERUG T3 TUIN 15509 | SN X IYS351000 14348, J085 244194361001 15606
208034 1519336 1001 15655 , 2000765 103361000 1642, 205462315236 100 | 17206
2CA41321593361001 1305 |, 2090583/ 195361001 15594 . 2083614/ 1933610011518
209538214336 1001 17040 . 2080642 1923367007 15192, 2085153119336100115119
200429 324G 100043 TY, 0I5 1324600091457 | 20T T AEGG 100175172
P51 386100193466 , 2082182 138067000 FLE5D , F0SC09E/ 135661001 73979
20021571 390G 100 24200 | 20841 B0 VIBRGTONT T25559 208437 31 356100172600
FCHACHTLA TR TNAT 72909 CORSTA 13RAATI0N T2 51 | F0E 2065 1 1566100173243
20E93167 1 3861000 A400Y . VS35 1 3H06TU0 SBL0E , J09213/7 132661001 /aYIE
2CA570201 306G 1001 72048 | 20821 E VISR 000 FIZE1 | 208737571 35551001 7344]
2CHTUTEN 5616100113050, 20827 I, 155461001 44164 , 20906591/155161001494297
2087 11371 564G 100143877 , 200782, 156461007 24541 | 2087FFRAA HE48100 143910
ACATISZN 5646100123893 | Z0BL44 7/ 1SESETOON 43570 209184571 5646100142402
20853811 5646100143085 | 2085077, 1504061000 43711, 20628451 5545100142010
ACAAIASAE AETANI0R2R | 2NCARF TR TARINOC 20010 201885 161 26100720722
20HZHSA G 2ETUE TY54Y , SO0 X TET2ET00E19790 , 2075 80 161 26100219208
TOFH371 38567 200 76253, 2088 14271 JE6 100 73664 . 2086285 1 3R66 100773011
ZNERLAA TIRASID0N T4185 , J09R5 13E66 100 1751RD, 10RR2E 13RG6 100 TS558
20720351 35661001 F1382 , 108270 IREE1001 73600 , 20806 F 150861007441 80
A TLEIIFEI00T 15127, 2086331190351 000 15025, P BB 1S 00035747
20926071 3200 100093750 - 93395/ 132461000935 18 |, 3325477 248100093800
AT BIGI00035303 , TR A IBISI00035705, 11245713246 100053 FE4
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