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Rural women dominate
labour mkt, yet gender
gap persists: NSO

Unemployment remains most pronounced among youth

HIMANSHI BHARDWA]
New Delhi, 30 April

Female workforce participation in
India’s economy has seen a drastic
surge, rising from 33.9 per cent in
2022 t0 40 per cent in 2025, driven
almost entirely by rural women.
Yet, astubborn pay gap, agriculture
trap, and a vast unpaid work
burden cast a shadow over the
progress, accordingtothe “Women
and Men in India 2025” report
released by National Statistical
Office (NSO).

The gender-statistics compen-
dium puts the national female
Labour Force Participation Rate
(LFPR) for those aged 15 years and
above at 40 per cent in 2025, up
from 33.9 per cent in 2022. Rural
women drove the charge with their
LFPR climbing from 37.5 per cent to
45.9 per cent over the same period.

However, the data revealed that
progress remained structurally
fragile. The male LFPR stood at
79.1 per cent in 2025, up from 78 per
cent in 2022, a gap of nearly 40
percentage points that has barely
changed.

“As of 2025, there is a greater
concentration of women workers
in agriculture in rural areas, with
nearly three-fourths (72.7 per cent)
of rural female workers engaged in
this sector,” the report released on
Wednesday noted.

Urban women are more con-
centrated in manufacturing, but
urban female LFPR remained a
meagre 27.7 per cent in 2025, just
three points above 2022 levels.

On wages, the report provided
data that illustrates the arithmetic
of gender disadvantage. Casual
labourers in non-public works are
paid an average of 3435 per day if
they are rural men, and X305 ifthey
are rural women, a gap of roughly
30 per cent. In urban areas, men
earn 3552, while women earn 3363,
adifference of around 34 per cent.
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Further, the “Time Use Survey
2024” revealed that women spend
an average of 289 minutes per day
on unpaid domestic services
against men’s 88 minutes.

The report’s occupation-wise
hourly wage data, using the
National Classification of Occupa-
tions (NCO) 2015 framework,
showed that women earn less than
men across most categories. How-
ever, in the top-tier category of
legislators, senior officials, and
managers, urban women fared
better than men, earning 3234 per
hour, compared to 3217 for men.

Urban young women recorded
an unemployment rate of 18.9 per
cent, against 11.8 per cent for urban
young men in 2025. “Unemploy-
ment remains most pronounced
among the youth population aged
1529 years, with its severity being
particularly high in urban areas,”
the report noted.

On the brighter side, female-
headed proprietary establishments
accounted for 26.2 per cent of all
proprietary enterprises in the unin-
corporated sector in 2023-24, up
from 24 per cent in 2021-22.

Manufacturing, in particular,
boasted of having the most women-
led enterprises, with states like
Telangana (73 per cent), Karnataka
(70 per cent), and Gujarat (61 per
cent) leading the table.

Bihar saw a dramatic jump —-
female-headed manufacturing
enterprises rose from 31.2 per cent
to 63 per cent in three years.

Additionally, women
accounted for24.7 per cent of inves-
tors in financial year 2025-26, up
fractionally from 24.3 per cent in
the previous year. Female demat
account holders grew 397.24 per
cent between 2021 and 2025. How-
ever, women still hold just 19.8 per
cent of all demat accounts.
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https://bankofbaroda.bank.in

TENDER NOTICE

Bank of Baroda, Head Office, Baroda invites technical and financial bids through
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) Portal from General Insurance Companies to
renew the following two Insurance policies for the period from 01.06.2026 to

E

1. Fire, Burglary and Electronic Equipment Insurance Policy for the period of
One Year i.e. from 01.06.2026 to 31.05.2027

2. Locker Insurance Policy for the period for One Year i.e. from 01.06.2026

Detailed tender documents are available in the Tenders section on Bank’s
website: https://bankofbaroda.bank.in

Any Addendum/Corrigendum including modification in the tender documents
shall be notified only on the Bank’s website: https://bankofbaroda.bank.in

Last date for submission of Tenders through GeM portal is 21.05.2026 up to

dw 3im asker
Bank of Baroda

India’s International Bank

India conducts successful maiden salvo
launch of naval anti-ship missile

HEMANT KUMAR ROUT
Bhubaneswar, 30 April

Adding more teeth to its arsenal,
India hassuccessfully conducted the
maiden salvo launch of Naval Anti-
ship Missile-Short Range (NASM-
SR) from the Navy’s helicopter offthe
coast of Bay of Bengal in Odisha,
defence officials said on Thursday.

Two missiles launched in quick
succession from the same helicopter
duringthe trial marked the first salvo
launch of an advanced air-launched
anti-ship missile system. This was a
joint test and evaluation exercise by
the Defence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO) and the
Indian Navy.

Defence sources said all test
objectives were fully met, based on
data captured using various range
tracking instruments like radar, elec-
tro-optical systems, and telemetry
deployed by the Integrated Test
Range (ITR) at Chandipur.

“The trials demonstrated the
missile’s capability against ship tar-
gets when launched from an Indian
Naval helicopter. The salvo launch
and waterline hit capabilities of the
missile were validated during the
trials,” the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) said in a statement.

The missile system has been

developed by Hyderabad-
based Research Center Imarat
(RCI), in collaboration with
other DRDO laboratories,
including Hyderabad-based
Defence Research and Devel-
opment Laboratory (DRDL),
Pune-based High Energy
Materials Research Labora-
tory (HEMRL), Chandigarh-
based Terminal Ballistics
Research Laboratory (TBRL)
and ITR Chandipur.
NASM-SR features lock-on
after launch, with automatic
target selection. The missile
canstrikeinseaskimmingand
lofted trajectory modes. It sup-
portsfire-and-forget operation
in all weather conditions, day
or night. It can re-target
through a two-way datalink
(human-in-the-loop system).
The MoD said the missile
usesasolid propulsion booster
and long-burn sustainer. All
critical subsystems like the
seeker, integrated avionics module,
advanced navigation and guidance
using fibre-optic gyroscope-based
Inertial Navigation System (INS)
and radio-altimeter, along with
advanced control and guidance algo-
rithm, high-bandwidth two-way data
link and Jet-vane control have

NASM-SR being test-fired from an Indian Navy
helicopter off the Odisha coast

been developed indigenously by
different laboratories of DRDO and
Indian Industries.

The 3.6-metre-long missile with a
diameter of 300 mm weighs around
400kg. It can carry warheadsupto100
kg. With a strike range of 55 km, the
indigenously developed missile can

PHOTO: DRDO

travel at a speed of Mach 0.8
atanaltituderanging from 50
metres to3km. The DRDO is
reportedly planning a longer
version of the missile for
attackingland targets.

The first test of the mis-
sile was carried out from a
Sea King Mk.42B helicopter
in2022, whilethe firstguided
trial was conducted in col-
laboration with the Indian
Navy in November2023. The
trials conducted in February
2025 proved the missile’s
man-in-loop feature and
scored a direct hit on a small
ship target in sea-skimming
modeat its maximum range.

The missile uses an
indigenous imaging infra-
red (IIR) seeker for terminal
guidance. The IIR seeker is
immune to jamming. The
missile is being manufac-
tured by Adani Defence and
Aerospace under develop-
ment cum production partner
(DcPP) programme with help from
other Indian industries and start-ups.

Senior scientists from DRDO,
user representatives from the Indian
Navy and the Indian Air Force and
production partners witnessed the
test launches.

—

NEMBharat set to drive in to Delhi-NCR today

Cab hailing service to operate on zero-commission, zero-subscription basis

UDISHA SRIVASTAV
New Delhi, 30 April

Coming hot on the heels of govern-
ment-backed ride-hailing app
Bharat Taxi, NEMBharat is set to be
launched in the national capital on
Friday. Unlike rivals, NEMBharat is
positioning itself as a zero-commis-
sion and zero-subscription cab hail-
ing service. NEMBharat or National
Economic Mobility for Bharat (India)
is the consumer-facing brand of
homegrown mobility firm World
Economic Mobility Ltd.

Thedrivers will get 100 per cent of
the earnings from every trip, notasa
limited-period incentive, but as a

permanent structural arrangement,
said Deepak Kumar Shah, director
and chief executive officer, NEMB-
harat, speaking exclusively with
Business Standard. The company
will generate revenue only by charg-
ing a variable convenience or book-
ing fee from customers, which would
be in the range of I1to0 12, he added.
The company’s pre-paid ride-
booking model would require cus-
tomers to pay the platform in
advance for ride bookings. Driver
cancellations will result in a 25 per
centdeduction, while customer can-
cellationswilllead toa 35 per cent cut.
Shah shared that NEMBharat has
onboarded 830 vehicles for outsta-

tion travel and 180 vehicles for local
commutes in Delhi. “So far, nearly
1,000 drivers and around 3,200 cus-
tomers have registered on

contact with its drivers, Shah stated.
The company also introduced a
safety framework including manda-
tory Know Your Cus-

the platform,”headded. coMPANY PLANS tomer (KYC) checks of
For the new ride-hail- T EXPAND ITS both drivers and pas-

ing entrant, Delhi-NCR g EETTO 70.000 sengers, SOS function-

launch marks the first \yEH|CLES IN,DELHI ality, and a structured

phase of the company’s AND NCR BY THE incident response

planned expansion into gND OF THIS mechanism.

other urban markets “With NEMBharat,

across India. The com-
pany plans to expand its
fleet to 70,000 vehicles in Delhi and
the national capital region (NCR) by
theend of this calendar year. The cab
hailing platform will bypass fleet pro-
viders completely to establish direct

CALENDAR YEAR

the objective is not just
to create another ride-
hailing service, but to demonstrate
that a fair system for drivers also cre-
ates a better experience for passen-
gers,” said the company’s chief
operating officer, Kanchi Sharma.

11.00 AM.

General Manager

SONA BLW PRECISION FORGINGS LIMITED

Registered and Corporate Office: Sona Enclave, Village Begumpur Khatola, Sector 35, Gurugram, Haryana — 122004, India

Statement of Financial Results for the Quarter and Financial Year ended on 31st March 2026

(Figures in Million %, unless stated otherwise)

SONA COMSTAR

CIN: L27300HR1995PLC083037

Telephone: +91 0124 476 8200
E-mail: investor@sonacomstar.com, Website: www.sonacomstar.com

GOLDEN
PEACOCK
AWARDS

(Operations & Services)
Head Office, Vadodara

Place: Vadodara
Date : 01.05.2026
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punjab national bank

...the name you can BANK upon !

¢
Centralised Procurement & Partnership Division,

HO, 5, Sansad Marg, New Delhi -110001
(Phone: 011-23724596)

TENDER NOTICE
Punjab National Bank invites online technical bids through
Bank’s procurement portal (etender.pnb.bank.in) from eligible
bidders for RFE for empanelment of non-security printers.
Interested bidders may visit website https://etender.pnb.bank.in

WA T FeAw !

for details.
e-tender number: 4163
sl RFE Reference Timings
No.
1 Last date and time for 21.05.2026
Bid Submission on portal 16:00 hours
5 Last date and time for submission of 22.05.2026
technical supporting document (Hard Copy) | 15:00 hours
’ . . 22.05.2026
3 Date and time for Bid Opening 16:00 hours

Date: 30.04.2026 Chief Manager

GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAMLTD
CIN U40109GJ2004SGC045195
ISO 9001:2015 Certified Company

% A
iﬁ\@:

Standalone Consolidated
Quarter Quarter Quarter Year Year Quarter Quarter Quarter Year Year
Particulars ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st | ended 31st
March December March March March March December March March March
2026 2025 2025 2026 2025 2026 2025 2025 2026 2025
(Unaudited)| (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited) (Audited) | (Unaudited)| (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited) (Audited)
Income
Revenue from operations 11,879.63 11,362.85 7,733.56 41550.71 32327.98 12722.77 12084.53 8684.26 44751.48 35545.35
Other income 402.20 157.59 504.19 1146.78 1407.78 185.51 172.74 521.52 969.65 1269.16
Total income 12,281.83 11,520.44 8,237.75| 42,697.49 | 33,73576| 12,908.28 12257.27 9,205.78 | 45721.13 | 36,814.51
Total expenses 9,596.25 9,075.83 6,192.10 | 33,617.06 | 25827.74| 10,434.19 9,841.79 7,033.26 | 36,795.14 | 28,638.31
Profit/(loss) before exceptional items and tax 2,685.58 2,444.61 2,045.65 9,080.43 7,908.02 2,474.09 2,415.48 2,172.52 8,925.99 8,176.20
Exceptional item 399.48 25.73 507.91 192.85 - 401.39 25.73 509.81 192.85
Profit before tax 2,685.58 2,045.13 2,019.92 8,572.52 7,115.17 2,474.09 2,014.09 2,146.79 8,416.18 7,983.35
Total tax expense 612.17 518.15 501.47 2,108.37 1,918.29 605.52 512.51 509.94 2,124.28 1,986.47
Profit/ (Loss) for the period/year 2,073.41 1,526.98 1,518.45 6,464.15 5,796.88 1,868.57 1,501.58 1,636.85 6,291.90 5,996.88
Other comprehensive (loss)/ income for the (123.05) 30.21 109.59 (263.69) 6.08 67.52 87.26 153.26 319.07 42.58
periodlyear
Total comprehensive income for the period/year 1,950.36 1,557.19 1,628.04 6,200.46 5,802.96 1936.09 1588.84 1790.11 6610.97 6039.46
Earnings per equity share of face value of
% 10 each (not annualised)
Earnings per share (Basic) (in ) 3.33 2.46 244 10.4 9.57 3.09 243 2.64 10.30 9.92
Earnings per share (Diluted) (in ) 3.33 2.46 244 10.4 9.57 3.09 243 2.64 10.30 9.92

Note:

1. Theabove financial results have been reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee and have been approved and taken on record by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on 30th April, 2026. The
Statutory auditors have provided the Audit Report with an unmodified opinion for Financial Year 2025-26.
2. TheBoard of Directors atits meeting held on 30th April, 2026, has recommended a Final dividend of Rs. 1.80 (one rupee and eighty paisa) per equity share to the shareholders of the company.

3. Theaboveisan extract of the detailed format of financial results filed with the Stock Exchange(s) under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The
full format of the financial results are available on the website of the Company (URL: https://sonacomstar.com/investor/board-meetings), BSE and NSE. The same can be accessed by Scanning the QR

Code provided below:
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For and on behalf of the

Board of Directors

SONA BLW PRECISION FORGINGS LIMITED

SONA ‘ SONA BLW ‘ SONA COMSTAR ‘ COMSTAR ‘ & COMSTAR

@ Sd-
Vivek Vikram Singh

SONA COMSTAR Managing Director and Group
Chief Executive Officer

E 'ST*R DIN: 07698495
(E-STAR) Date : 30th April, 2026

Place : Gurugram

Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse, Vadodara 390007
PBX: (0265) 2310582-86, www.guvnl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Limited (GUVNL) vide RfS No. GUVNL / 250 MW / Wind
(Phase Xl) dated 30/04/2026 invites Tender for procurement of power through
Competitive Bidding (followed by reverse auction) from 250 MW grid connected
Wind Power Projects (Phase XI) to be set up anywhere in India with an additional
250 MW capacity under ‘Green-shoe Option’. For tender documents
(RfS and Draft PPA) and further details please visit www.guvnl.com and
https://www.bharat-electronictender.com. The last date of Online bid submission
is 26/05/2026.

Date: 01/05/2026

.
GUVNL

General Manager (RE)

In fast or fragile markets,

insight brings
perspective.

Decode market moves with

sharp, fast, expert analysis —
every day with Stocks in the News
in Business Standard.

To book your copy,
SMS reachbs to 57575 or
email order@bsmail.in
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