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Brands look to serve up 
an ace in Indian tennis 
sarthak choudhury 
New Delhi, 22 May 

With the French Open beginning on 
Sunday, a persistent image associated 
with the Grand Slam for two decades has 
been of Rafael Nadal. The 14-time French 
Open’s champions on-field duels with 
Roger Federer and later with Novak Djo-
kovic have been etched in the memories 
of people who have viewed the sport. Last 
year, the man, who competed at the 
Roland Garros 115 times, made his final 
appearance on the clay court, losing to 
Alexander Zverev in a three-set thriller in 
the first round. Nadal went on to retire 
from the sport a few months later. 

Nadal’s shadow looms not only over 
the Grand Slam he won the most but over 
the people he trains. Earlier this year, 
images circulated online of 15-year-old 
Maaya Rajeshwaran Revathi training at 
the Radal Nadal Academy in Spain under 
Nadal’s tutelage. 

Revathi entered the Mumbai Open 
2025 as a wildcard but walked out as 
India’s next tennis sensation. 

The 15-year-old grabbed the tennis 
world’s attention during the WTA 125 
tournament, where she defied all expec-
tations by reaching the semi-final — after 
starting from the qualifying rounds — in 
what was just her fifth professional event. 

Going into the tournament unranked, 
Maaya upset much more established 
names like world No 225 Iryna Shymano-
vich and Japan’s world No 285 Mei Yama-
guchi outright. 

This feat made Maaya the first player 
born in 2009 or after to reach the top four 
in a main-draw event of such calibre. She 
will also be ranked within the top 700 after 
her historic run, making her the youngest 
Indian to earn a WTA ranking. 

Despite talk of her bright future, 
Indian tennis has been in a slump for 
some time now. Even Sumit Nagal, 
ranked world no. 169, and the lone Indian 
in contention for a singles spot, was 
knocked out of the second round of 
French Open qualifiers. 

Vijay Amritraj, the best singles player 
to have come out of India, says the passion 
for the game is one of the things that have 
led to where India is in tennis. “We were 
the best team in Asia at one point. Today, 
we are barely in the reckoning for the 
Davis Cup. Earlier, we used to rest only 

when we got days off. Of course, times 
were very different back then. But players 
now, especially this decade, lack that 
perseverance,” he said. 

The slump in the sport in India in 
recent years has come with the fall in 
endorsements tennis stars have got in 
recent times. Out of the current crop of 
Indian tennis players, Nagal is the only 
player endorsing a company (Bank of 
Baroda). Compare this to yesteryear stars 
when the likes of Mahesh Bhupathi, 
Leander Paes, and Sania Mirza had a sub-
stantial brand presence, sometimes on a 
par with cricketers, who pocket a lion’s 
share of the endorsements from the 
sports industry. 

“The main reason (for the fall in brand 

value) is that cricket commands a far 
larger following in India than any other 
sport. The popularity translates into 
greater media coverage for cricketers. An 
exception like Neeraj Chopra stands out 
because he represents something excep-
tionally rare in India — an Olympic gold,” 
said Samit Sinha, founder and managing 
partner, Alchemist Brand Consulting. 

A number of experts cite different rea-
sons for the decline in the sport and, con-
sequently, the fewer endorsements these 
players have.     

Sunder Iyer, secretary, Maharashtra 
State Lawn Tennis Association (MSLTA), 
said: “If you are a member of some club, 
you can play tennis. Otherwise there 
aren’t many public facilities for the same. 
Even the equipment is expensive. The 
number of events that young players par-
ticipate in, despite increasing, remains 
low,” he said. 

One such event is the Tennis Premier 
League. Founded in 2018 by Kunal Thak-
kur and Mrunal Jain, the league has gone 
from strength to strength in recent times, 
attracting the likes of Bhupathi, Mirza, and 
Paes to participate as brand ambassadors. 

Amritraj, who reached the quarterfi-
nals of Wimbledon and US Open multiple 
times in the 1970s, says brands look for a 
different perspective while looking for 
endorsements. “In the 1970s, Arthur Ashe, 
Anand Amritraj (his brother), and I were 
the only players of colour in the US Open. 
So brands lapped up the opportunity to 
give us endorsements. Since there were no 
TV ads back then, the ads I featured in 
used to appear before movies started.” 

In such cases, government support 
becomes an important aspect to spot and 
groom local talent. Thakkur feels access 
can spur the number of youngsters taking 
to the sport. 

Harish Bijoor, a brand expert, says it’s 
diicult to change the mindset of people 
to a sport they love. “To play tennis, you 
need your investment to be that much 
deeper. And therefore, a sport you  
can play very easily becomes a sport that 
you will love.” 

The French Open is set to pay tribute to 
Rafael Nadal on the Philippe-Chatrier 
court. For most Indians, the Coimbatore-
born Revathi, training under Nadal, is 
already holding out hopes for a brighter 
future the sport holds for these players, 
and of course, brands.

From Kerala to UP, Covid 
sets off a quiet alarm  
shine jacob & sanket koul 
Chennai/New Delhi, 22 May 

The Covid wave that recently 
surfaced in Southeast Asia 
appears to be gradually spread-
ing to India. States like Kerala, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Odisha 
have issued directives to oi-
cials and the public while scal-
ing up testing efforts. However, 
oicials say the Centre has yet 
to issue any advisory on the 
current wave or booster doses. 

While there is no panic, hos-
pitals and local authorities 
have been told to increase test-
ing capacity. 

According to state oicials, 
Omicron sub-variants JN.1, 
LF.7, and NB.1.8 are now caus-
ing concern in India as well. 
These strains are highly trans-
missible, although symptoms 
remain mild. The World Health 
Organization has not issued 
any advisory yet, despite the 
virus spreading across Hong 
Kong, Singapore, and Thai-
land. Maharashtra, mean-
while, is reportedly seeing 
clusters of new cases. 

As with earlier outbreaks, 
Kerala has moved first, issuing 
updated guidelines urging 
mask use and caution, 
especially for high-risk/vulner-
able groups, and activating its 
rapid response team. The state 
has reported about 182 new 
Covid cases so far in May. 

 “The public must remain 
vigilant. Cases are rising in 
other countries, and we need to 
be prepared,” said Kerala 

Health Minister Veena George. 
The state has directed hospi-
tals to test symptomatic  
visitors using reverse tran s cr -
i ption-polymerase chain 
reaction kits and to stock up on 
masks and protective equip-
ment. People are advi sed to 
wear masks if they dev elop 
symptoms, with similar gui-
dance issued for the elde rly, 
pregnant women, hea lth 
workers, and individuals wit h 
existing health conditions. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the gov-
ernment has asked several dis-
tricts to prepare Covid wards at 
community health centres and 
ensure adequate supplies of 
oxy gen concentrators and oxy -
gen plants. Odisha has urged 
residents to stay alert and stri -
ctly follow Covid precau tions 
— wearing masks, pra c t ising 
hand hygiene, and ma i  n  t -
aining physical distaning.  

Tamil Nadu has advised the 
public to stay calm, saying that 
the situation is being moni-
tored closely through the 
state’s Integrated Health Infor -
m ation Platform  portal. “The 
health department is tracking 
all viruses, including coronavi-
rus, throu gh the IHIP portal, 
which supports real-time data 
reporting, modelling, and 
analysis. This system is inte-
grated with oth er public health 
programmes. Any infections 
will be pro mptly repo rted,” 
said T S Selv a  vinay agam, 
director of the Ta mil Na du 
Directorate of Pu blic He a lth 
and Preventive Med i cine. 

On Monday, the Union 
health ministry held a meeting 
with senior oicials and repre-
sentatives of central govern-
ment hospitals to review the 
situation, concluding that it 
remains under control. 

“Covid surveillance is part 
of our routine. We track influ -
enza-like illness (ILI) and seve -
re acute respiratory infections 
for any spike. If we detect any-
thing, we check for Covid too. 
So far, nothing concerning has 
emerged,” said Karnataka 
Health Commissioner Sivaku-
mar K B. Karnataka has 
reported 30 cases in May so far. 

As of May 19, India had 257 
active Covid cases. Most are 
mild, with no hospitalisation 
required. Mum bai alone has 
seen around 95 cases this 
month, according to media 
reports. State health depart-
ments are testing nearly all 
patients presenting with ILI or 
SARI symptoms. 

Doctors are advising high-
risk individuals to stay cau-
tious. “Most cases are mild, and 
hospitalisation isn’t required. 
There’s no cause for panic. But 
people with chronic medical 
conditions should take extra 
care — masking up in enclosed 
spaces and avoiding close con-
tact with anyone who has a 
fever. Those with mild fever 
should stay home until symp-
toms subside,” said Rajeev 
Jayadevan, former president of 
the Cochin chapter of the 
Indian Medical Association 
and a Covid-19 expert. 
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At break point 
Endorsements by tennis stars have n
gone down in recent times 

Earlier, players like Sania Mirza, n
Leander Paes, aand Mahesh Bhupathi 
had substantial brand presence, 
sometimes on par with cricketers 

Analysts say cost associated with n
the game has led to fewer people 
taking it up 

Industry experts say govt support n
becomes an important aspect to 
spot and groom local talent

Out of the current crop of Indian tennis 
players, Sumit Nagal is the only player 
endorsing a company (Bank of Baroda)
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Acer has released its Swift Neo laptop in 
India, equipped with a 14-inch OLED 
screen. The device runs on the latest Intel 
Core Ultra 5 processor and is available with 
up to 32GB LPDDR5 RAM and as much as 
1TB SSD storage. The Acer Swift Neo is avail-
able on Flipkart, starting at ~61,990.

Acer 
launches 
Swift Neo 
AI PC 

Google tests ‘Ask Play 
about this app’ feature 

Google is piloting a new 
AI-powered feature in 
the Play Store that 
allows users to ask 
questions about apps 
and receive responses 
generated by its Gemini 
AI. While the feature 
hasn’t been oicially 

announced, some users have started 
noticing a new section titled “Ask 
Play about this app” on the details 
pages of select apps.

Xbox adds retro 
games to Game Pass 
Microsoft has expanded its 
Xbox Game Pass subscription 
with a new “retro classics” col-
lection, a curated library fea-
turing titles from the 1980s 
and 1990s. The collection 
includes games like Com-
mando, Kaboom, Pitfall, 
Grand Prix, and over 50 other 
Activision classics. Game Pass 
subscribers will have access to 
the collection at no additional 
cost.
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Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited

1 Revenue from Operations 1,01,408.48 91,783.38 3,88,450.22 3,52,110.79 75,862.27 69,304.98 2,91,303.56 2,71,566.55 

2

Net Pro�t for the period (before tax,

exceptional item and share of pro�t

in joint ventures)

 5,055.23  4,400.30  17,257.79  14,626.06  5,014.24  4,491.88  18,309.95  15,987.98 

3

Net Pro�t for the period (before tax

after exceptional item and share of

pro�t in joint ventures)

 5,555.27  4,640.58  18,459.36  15,020.62  5,318.57  3,935.93  18,614.28  15,432.03 

4

Net Pro�t for the period (after tax,

exceptional item and share of pro�t

in joint ventures)

 4,261.16  3,586.37  14,164.24  11,026.10  4,300.83  2,732.09  13,962.71  11,225.12 

5

Total Comprehensive Income for

the period (Comprising Pro�t for

the Period after Tax and Other

Comprehensive Income/(Loss)

after Tax)

 4,447.47  3,453.86  14,227.13  11,169.50  4,286.48  2,860.65  13,847.64  11,384.36 

6 Equity Share Capital  6,019.07  6,019.07  6,019.07  6,019.07  6,019.07  6,019.07  6,019.07  6,019.07 

7 Total Reserves 1,07,911.05  95,640.12 1,08,636.24  96,744.80 

8

Earnings Per Share

(Face value of ` 10/- per share)

(not annualised for quarter)

1. Basic:  7.08  5.96  23.53  18.32  7.15  4.54  23.20  18.65 

2. Diluted:  7.08  5.96  23.53  18.32  7.15  4.54  23.20  18.65 

Note:

a) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarter and Year ended 31 March 2025 of Consolidated and Standalone Financial Results �led

with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of

the Quarter and Year ended Financial Results are available on the websites of the BSE and NSE at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com

respectively and on Company’s website at www.sandhargroup.com.

For Sandhar Technologies Limited

JAYANT DAVAR

Place: Gurugram (Haryana) Chairman, Managing Director and Chief Executive Of�cer

Date: 22 May 2025 DIN: 00100801

(` in lakhs, except earning per share)

Consolidated Year Ended (` in cr.)Consolidated Quarter Ended (` in cr.)

Fostering Innovation and Growth

EXTRACT OF CONSOLIDATED AND STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS

FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

SANDHAR TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED
CIN: L74999DL1987PLC029553

Regd. Of�ce: B - 6/20, L.S.C. Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi 110029
Tel : 0124 - 4518900, E-mail : investors@sandhar.in, Website : www.sandhargroup.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Plot No C -11/3 , DLF Phase -1 , Gurgaon 
was registered in the name of Mr 
Mahendra Prakash Kalra S/o Late 
Hukum Chand Kalra R/o C-11/3 , DLF 
Phase -1 ,Gurgaon who has expired on 
25/1/25 leaving behind a registered Will 
in favour of Mrs Indu Kalra and 
accordingly the name of Mrs Indu Kalra 
is being noted in DLF’s record in respect 
of the captioned plot. If anybody has 
any objection to this, he or she may 
approach M/s DLF Ltd or the 
undersigned within 21 days of 
publication of this notice.

Kapil Kalra
C-11/3, DLF Phase -1

Gurgaon
9810054101
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