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I N D I A

IMRAN MOJIB 
Patna, 29 October 
 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Wednesday slammed 
the INDIA bloc for promoting 
dynastic politics and predicted 
that the NDA would sweep 
the upcoming Bihar Assembly 
polls. Addressing election 
rallies in Darbhanga and 
Samastipur, he sought to 
dispel confusion over the 
political future of Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar. 

“Lalu Prasad wants to make 
his son the chief minister and 
Sonia Gandhi wants to make 
her son the prime minister. 
Today, I tell both of them 
that neither the post of CM 
in Bihar nor the post of PM 
in Delhi is vacant. In Bihar, 
Nitish Kumar is the chief 
minister, and in Delhi, Narendra 
Modi is the Prime Minister,” 
Shah said. 

Addressing a rally in support 
of BJP candidate Maithili 
Thakur, Shah said: “We have 
given a ticket to 25-year-old 
Maithili Thakur despite her 
having no political background. 
Could that happen in Congress 
or RJD?” 

He said under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar, Bihar has achieved 
new heights in development 

and good governance and is 
moving rapidly toward 
becoming a fully developed 
state. “Building bridges over 
Bihar’s rivers, controlling the 
floods of the Kosi, channeling 
floodwater into farmers’ fields, 
and respecting every poor 
person,  these are a few 
important tasks that Narendra 
Modi and Nitish Kumar have 
carried out,” he added. 

Shah highlighted various 
welfare initiatives of the state 
government, including a Rs 
10,000 transfer to over one 
crore women, 125 units of 

free electricity per household, 
and an increase in social 
security pensions. 

He also mentioned the 
Central government’s flagship 
schemes, such as health 
insurance of up to Rs 5 lakh 
for the poor, annual assistance 
of Rs 6,000 to farmers, and 
free ration to over 8.52 crore 
beneficiaries in Bihar. 

The BJP leader accused 
the Congress and its allies of 
obstructing the construction 
of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. 
“We built the magnificent 
Ram Lalla temple in Ayodhya. 

Now, we will build the Maa 
Janaki Temple in Sitamarhi 
at a cost of over Rs 882 crore,” 
he said. Launching a scathing 
attack on the Congress, RJD, 
and other Opposition parties 
for allegedly ignoring terrorist 
attacks in the past, Shah said 
that Prime Minister Modi had 
established a new tradition 
of giving terrorists a strong 
and decisive response. 

He further said that the 
NDA government permanently 
abrogated Article 370, banned 
the PFI, and put its entire 
cadre behind bars. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Patna, 29 October 
 
Leader of the Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, 
launched his campaign for the 
2025 Bihar Assembly elections 
on Wednesday with a call to oust 
the Nitish Kumar-led Bihar 
government, which he alleged 
is “remote-controlled by PM 
Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah”. He urged the youth of 
Bihar to elect an INDIA bloc 
government that would fulfill 
their aspirations for government 
jobs and industrial revival in the 
state. Addressing a rally in Sakra, 
Muzaffarpur, in support of 
Congress candidate Umesh Ram, 
Rahul Gandhi outlined his vision 
to transform Bihar into a developed 
state by promoting 
entrepreneurship. 

In a sharp attack on PM Modi, 

the Congress leader said that 
the PM had destroyed small-scale 
industries through schemes such 
as demonetisation and GST, only 
to benefit industrialists like 
Ambani and Adani. 

He said: “Ambani or Adani 
will not bring development to 
Bihar. Bihar will be developed 
only by its youth. You have built 
Delhi, Mumbai, and Dubai. Now 
you need to build Bihar. Start 
with small-scale manufacturing 
units and replace ‘Made in China’ 
products with those ‘Made in 
Bihar’.” Rahul launched a sharp 
attack on Bihar’s examination 
system and corruption, saying 
that no matter how hard the 
youth of Bihar work, when exam 
papers are leaked in advance to 
the rich and well-connected, the 
honest and hardworking youngsters 
are deprived of their rightful 
opportunities.  

Rahul, Tejashwi term 
Nitish as puppet

Shah predicts landslide 
victory for NDA in Bihar 
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Two doctors booked for molesting nurse, probe underway: 
Gwalior: Two senior doctors associated with JAY Arogya Super Speciality Hospital in Gwalior have been booked for alleged 
“molestation” of the nursing staff. An FIR has been registered against two senior doctors, including Superintendent of hospital Dr 
Girjashankar Gupta and Dr Shivam Yadav, HoD of Nephrology Department, a senior police official said. Action following a 
complaint of a 27-year-old nursing staff member and the resident of Gwalior in a written complaint alleged that senior doctors 
(name mentioned above) allegedly molested her on the pretext of job security. The woman, who is working as nursing staff on 
contract, told police that she had gone to Dr Shivam Yadav's chamber in the hospital to get her application marked and to receive 
the acknowledgement. The woman told police that when she entered the chamber, “Dr Shivam said if you want to get your job 
secured, you must compromise for sexual favour. Otherwise, I will transfer you somewhere and you won’t be able to work.”  

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
Ranchi, 29 October 
 
After nearly three years of 
delay,  the Jharkhand 
government is preparing to 
hold the long-pending Urban 
Local Body (ULB) elections. 
The move fol lows the 
Jharkhand High Court’s firm 
stance on the prolonged 
absence of elected civic 
representatives across the 
state. 

Officials indicated that the 
government may grant Cabinet 
approval for the polls before 
the next  hearing on 10 
November, clearing the way 
for  the State  Election 
Commission to issue a formal 
notification. District-level 
committees are finalising 
ward-wise reservation lists, 
which will be sent to the 
Commission once approved. 

Jharkhand has 48 urban 
local body areas, including 
nine municipal corporations, 
19 municipal councils and 
20 nagar panchayats. This 
will be the first civic election 
since the implementation of 
the OBC “triple test” formula, 
which enables reservation 
for BC-1 and BC-2 categories. 
Based on the recommendations 
of the State Backward Class 
Commission, total reservation 
in urban bodies will not 
exceed 50 per cent, distributed 
among Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and OBC 
groups. The reservation of 
posts such as mayor and 
ward councillors will follow 
a rotational pattern. 

For the past three years, 
these urban bodies have 
functioned without elected 
representatives,  with 
administrative control resting 
solely with officials. The 
absence of local representatives 
has slowed urban governance, 
affecting essential services 
such as waste management, 
street lighting and water 
supply. 

Political parties, sensing 
the approaching polls, have 
begun mobilising their cadres. 
The BJP has accused the 
government of “sleeping over” 
the issue until pulled up by 
the court. “The government 
ignored urban voters for 
years. Basic civic services 
have col lapsed under 
bureaucratic control,” said 
BJP leader Deendayal Barnwal. 

The r ul ing C ongress, 
however, maintains that the 
delay was due to legal and 
procedural formalities. Party 
general secretary Rakesh 
Sinha said the government 
had shown “a p osit ive 
approach” once the OBC 
triple test report and the 
appointment of the State 
Election Commissioner were 
finalised. 

Meanwhile, Congress has 
launched its own review. 
State president Keshav Mahato 
Kamlesh has called meetings 
on October 30–31 at party 
HQ to assess preparations 
across all ULBs. “Even if 
polls aren’t on a party basis, 
our committed workers will 
contest and uphold Congress 
values locally,” Kamlesh said.

J’khand gears up for civic polls

AGRAJ PRATAP SINGH 
Mumbai, 29 October 
 
Union Minister Hardeep Singh 
puri on Wednesday said that 
the oceans are not barriers, 
but the bridges to a better 
future, and the country is 
modernizing ports, and taking 
initiatives for building an 
inclusive and future ready 
maritime economy. 

He said that the country is 
ready to work with global 
partners to make the maritime 
sector a strong driver of a 
developed and self-reliant India. 

Speaking at the India Maritime 
Week on Wednesday, Puri said 
that the maritime sector is 
poised to attract Rs 8 trillion 
of investment and also going 
to create 1.5 crore new jobs by 
the year 2047. 

According to Puri, the country 
is playing a key role in shaping 
global trade routes through 
initiatives like the India–Middle 
East–Europe Economic Corridor 
and the International North-South 
Transport Corridor, linking 
Indian ports with Europe, 
Central Asia, and Africa. 

The Minister said that the 
country's economy is growing 

fast, with the GDP now around 
4.3 trillion dollars. 

He said that nearly half of 
this comes from the external 
sector, which includes exports, 
imports, and remittances 
showing how important trade, 
and therefore shipping is for 
the country’s economic progress. 

He said that under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
leadership, the country’s maritime 
sector has seen major changes 
over the past eleven years. 

According to Puri, the port 
capacity has increased from 
872 million metric tons per 

annum in 2014 to 1,681 million 
metric tons in the present day, 
while cargo volumes have gone 
up from 581 million tons to 
about 855 million tons. 

The minister said that 
efficiency has also improved 
with turnaround time reduced 
by 48 per cent and idle time 
cut by 29 per cent.  

Throwing light on the 
Sagarmala Programme, he 
said it has already mobilised 
projects worth over Rs 5.5 lakh 
crore to modernise ports and 
connect coastal regions. 

Puri said that country’s 

shipyards like the Cochin 
Shipyard, Mazagon Dock, GRSE 
Kolkata, HSL Visakhapatnam, 
and private yards in Goa and 
Gujarat are now building 
world-class vessels, and with 
partnerships like Cochin 
Shipyard with L&T and Daewoo 
for LNG and ethane carriers, 
and collaborations with Mitsui 
OSK Lines, are helping bring 
global technology into the 
country. He also mentioned 
that presently, 12 per cent of 
the world’s seafarers are from 
India, which reflects unmatched 
maritime human-capital strength.

India’s ports to attract Rs 8 trillion by 2047: Puri

Raj HC grants 
six-month bail 
to Asaram Bapu

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
Jodhpur, 29 October 

 
The Rajasthan High Court 
Wednesday granted a 
six-month interim bail to rape 
case convict Asaram Bapu. 

The HC division bench 
comprising Acting Chief Justice 
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma and 
Justice Sangeeta Sharma 
granted him interim bail on 
medical grounds.  Senior 
Advocate from Delhi Devdutt 
Kamath appeared for the 
convict while Additional 
Advocate General Deepak 
Chaudhary pleaded for the 
Rajasthan government. Asaram 
is a convict in a 2013 case of 
rape on a minor girl, a student 
of his ashrams school. He is 
serving life imprisonment in 
the case and has been in 
Jodhpur jail for the past 12 
years. 

After 12 years of imprisonment, 
in January this year he was 
granted, for the first time, an 
interim bail for medical treatment 
by the Supreme Court and the 
Rajasthan High Court, until 
31 March, 2025. This period 
of bail was extended by the 
Rajasthan High Court, twice, 
lastly until 30 August, 2025. 




