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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
New Delhi, 24 July 

 

The Congress on Friday 
announced a fresh 
phase of its nation- 
wide agitation over 

the alleged irregularities in the 
NEET and CBSE examination 
processes, directing all its state 
and district units to organise 
candlelight marches and 
satyagrahas across the country 
on Saturday evening in solidarity 
with students and to protest 
what it described as the Centre’s 
handling of the examination 
controversy. 

In a circular issued to all 
Pradesh Congress Committees 
(PCCs), Congress general 
secretary K C Venugopal said 
the programme was being 
organised under the direction 
of Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge following the party’s 
ongoing nationwide campaign 
over alleged examination 
irregularities and recent 
confrontations involving protesting 
students. 

“In continuation of our 
ongoing nationwide agitation 
and the unprecedented events 
in New Delhi, all Pradesh 
Congress Committees are 
hereby directed to undertake 
a solemn and decisive 
programmatic action in response 
to the NEET and CBSE 
examination irregularities, and 
the subsequent repressive 
actions of the state machinery, 
under Shri Narendra Modi 
Government,” Venugopal said. 

The circular directed every 
District Congress Committee 
(DCC) to organise a “massive 
Candlelight March and 
Satyagraha” on the evening of 
25 July. According to the 
instructions, each march should 
proceed to and culminate at a 
statue of Mahatma Gandhi or 
Dr B R Ambedkar, where the 
satyagraha would be held. 

The party said the programme 
would be organised “in resolute 
solidarity with the students 
and the youth of the nation 
whose futures have been 
compromised by systemic 

failures”. The Congress also 
reiterated its demand for the 
resignation of Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, 
alleging a complete collapse 
of examination integrity. 

“We must also unequivocally 
demand the immediate 
resignation of Union Education 
Minister Shri Dharmendra 
Pradhan for the complete 
breakdown of examination 

integrity and his failure to 
safeguard the future of the 
nation’s youth,” the circular 
said. Venugopal instructed 
PCCs to ensure the participation 
of District Congress Committees, 
Block Congress Committees, 
frontal organisations, departments, 
cells and party workers, while 
also mobilising students, youth, 
parents and members of civil 
society to maximise participation. 

AGENCIES 
New Delhi, 24 July 

 
BJP MP Anurag Thakur on 
Friday accused the oppo- 
sition leaders of making 
“political gains” with the 
student-led movement , 
demanding the resignation 
of Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan, and 
lauded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s announ- 
cement of a fast-track court 
for paper leak cases. 

Parliament has witnessed 
a deadlock on the NEET-UG 
paper leak issue, where the 
government has called for 
discussion while the Opposition 
has demanded Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's 
resignation and debate under 
Rule 267, adjourning the 
business of the Upper House, 
as conditions for the debate. 

Anurag Thakur said: “On 
one side, there is an opposition, 
which wants to make political 
gains on the shoulders of the 
youth, and on the other side 
there are protesters, who 
want more transparency in 

the examination process, do 
not want any future paper 
leaks, and want strict action 
against the current paper 
leak. As far as the NEET 
paper leak is concerned, the 
13 culprits have been arrested 
and sent to jail. Now, Prime 
Minister Modi has also talked 
about setting up a fast-track 
court to ensure that they get 
the harshest punishment 
soon.” 

BJP MP Tarun Chugh also 
echoed a similar sentiment, 
stating that the Centre has 
been working to support 
students and punish culprits 
involved in the NEET paper 
leak. He also accused the 
Opposition parties of ‘hijacking’ 
the students’ movement. 

“Prime Minister, from the 
very beginning, has been 
working tirelessly to support 
the students and punish the 
culprits involved in the injustice 
done to them, including the 
paper writing. His last night’s 
tweet, his video, and the 
subsequent end of the hunger 
strike are positive steps. But 
the opposition is constantly 

trying to make political gains 
out of these issues. It is 
unfortunate to see the lives 
of students and their future 
being looked at with such 
political motives. Currently, 
the Congress, the Samajwadi 
Party, Kejriwal, and Rahul 
Gandhi are competing for 
political mileage. There is a 
competition to hijack the 
students’ problems politically,” 
Chugh said. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in a late-night video 
on social media promised 
that “stricter” action against 
paper leaks, hinting at a Bill 
to be brought in by the Union 
Cabinet to amend the anti-paper 
leak legislation, the Public 
Examinations (Prevention 
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024. 

However,  TMC MP 
Shatrughan Sinha hit back 
at the Centre, claiming that 
there was “no truth in the 
message”. Citing the “clean 
chit” to Sanjeev Mukhiya in 
the 2024 NEET paper leak 
case, he alleged that the 
government has failed to 
resolve previous such cases. 

JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY 
New Delhi, 24 July 
 
It’s well past noon, and 
thousands of young men 
and women, are sitting 
under the hazy Delhi sun, 
joining a protest which has 
been ongoing for quite some 
time with renewed vigour 
on Friday after the 
Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP) called for a 
nation-wide stir to pressure 
the government into 
accepting their demand for 
Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s 
resignation. 

The narrow lane which 
curves towards Jantar 

Mantar, the early 18th 
century observatory built by 
Sawai Man Singh of Jaipur, 
from the opulent Imperial 
Hotel on Janpath has been 
barricaded. 

Riot police have drawn 
themselves in three-deep 
ragged columns. But boys 
and girls, some students at 
universities in and around 
Delhi, or even from far off 
places ranging from 
Guwahati to Pune, keep 
walking in, wriggling past 
the police lines to join their 
compatriots in a protest 
which has caught the 
attention of the world. 

“I came because they 
brutally beat up students for 
no reason on Monday … the 
education system is broken. 
Students were protesting 
that and demanding fair 
play in competitive exams … 
why should they be treated 
like criminals?” asked 
Kaustav Dutt, 21, an 
engineering school student 
from Ghaziabad. 

The protest started by 
CJP some weeks ago was to 
demonstrate against paper 
leakages and irregularities 
in the highly competitive 
National Eligibility Entrance 
Test held in May this year 
for admission to medical 
and dental schools across 
the country. It gained 
momentum after the police 
cracked down on protestors 
on Monday, chasing and 
beating many of them, 
leading scores hospitalised, 
including many with eye 
and head injuries. 

However, for India’s 
youth, the flawed test and 
the clash with the police 
were the proverbial last 
straw on the camel’s back. 
While India’s youth 
population, education levels 
and GDP have been 
booming since the 1990s, 
job opportunities have not 
been able to keep pace, 
creating deep-rooted 
frustration which was 
perhaps waiting for a spark 

to come to the fore. 
The country has some 

367 million people aged 
between 15 and 29, which is 
arguably the largest youth 
population anywhere in the 
world. This was long hailed 
as “India’s youth dividend”. 
However, harnessing that 
‘dividend” has proven to be 
a not-so-easy task. 

While India’s GDP has 
been growing at one of the 
fastest rates for any major 
global economy at times at 
over 7 per cent, the latest 
Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy data 
shows that the 
unemployment rate has 
been consistently high and 
stood at around 6.64 per 
cent in June this year. 

Graduate unemployment 
is even higher. A study by 
Azim Premji University, 
released this year, says 
unemployment among 
graduates in the 25- to 
29-year-old age group is 
about 20 per cent. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Bhopal, 24 July 

 
In a shocking incident, a 
constable of the Madhya 
Pradesh Police allegedly raped 
a minor Dalit girl in Bhopal, 
while another constable kept 
guard outside the house where 
the crime occurred. 

Based on the complaint 
filed by the 17-year-old victim 
and her parents, the police 
have arrested both constables. 

According to police officials, 
the main accused is Santosh 
Sen, a constable in the MP 
Police Special Task Force 
(STF) posted in Dhar district. 
His accomplice, Jitendra 
Rajput, is a constable posted 
in the Gwalior district. Both 
men are married and in their 
thirties. 

Police reported that both 
constables had come to Bhopal, 
where Santosh lured his 
neighbour’s minor daughter 
under the pretext of taking 
her to a birthday party for a 
mutual acquaintance's child. 

The two men took the girl 
to a house in MP Nagar area, 
where Santosh allegedly raped 
her. In her complaint, the 
victim also alleged that Jitendra 
remained outside the house 
on guard alongside his 
three-year-old son. 

Police officials stated that 
Sen has been charged with 
rape under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, relevant sections 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), and the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act. Similarly, Rajput has 
been charged under the same 
acts, with the exception of 
the rape count. He had also 
arranged the car used to 
transport the victim and 
assisted Sen in committing 
the crime.

Cong steps up NEET-CBSE protest, 
demands Pradhan’s resignation

BJP accuses Oppn of making ‘political gains’ with 
student-led movement on NEET-UG paper leak

Of Cockroach protests, booming GDP and lack of job opportunities

Madhya Pradesh:  
2 constables 
arrested for 
alleged rape of
Dalit minor

IMRAN MOJIB 
Patna, 24 July 

 
Left-affiliated student 
organisations, including  
AISA, have called for a state- 
wide shutdown in Bihar on 
Saturday to protest the police 
baton charge on students 
demonstrating across the state 
over the NEET paper leak 
issue. 

Student leaders urged the 

government to abandon what 
they described as a policy of 
repression and instead address
their demands. They called 
for the immediate release of 
all arrested protesters, withdrawal 
of what they termed false 
cases, an impartial investigation 
into the police action, and 
strict, time-bound action 
against those responsible for 
the paper leak. They also 
demanded the immediate 
removal of Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. 

The NEET (UG) paper leak 
case has sparked widespread 
student protests across Bihar. 
Police resorted to a baton 
charge to disperse demonstrators 
and restore order. The Bihar 
Police have also released 
photographs of 117 individuals 
for identification in connection 

with the unrest. 
The escalating student 

movement has put the police 
and civil administration on 
high alert. The Bihar government 
has cancelled all leave for 
police personnel across the 
state until further orders, 
except in exceptional 
circumstances, to ensure the 
maintenance of law and order. 

Superintendents of Police 
(SPs) in all districts have been 
placed on alert as authorities 
anticipate further large-scale 
protests on Saturday. 

CPI-ML State Secretary 
Kunal said the party extends 
its moral support to the statewide 
shutdown called for Saturday. 
He also appealed to the student 
community to ensure that the 
movement remains peaceful, 
democratic and within the 

framework of the law so that 
its demands receive broader 
public support. 

Kunal further claimed that 
police action had been taken 
against peaceful student protests 
in Bihar, indicating that the 
government had chosen 
repression instead of accepting 
responsibility for its failures. 

He also alleged that Patna 
Police had arrested AISA State 
Secretary Deepankar Mishra 
and State Vice-President Saba 
Afreen without disclosing 
where they were being held. 
Describing this as a violation 
of the rule of law and citizens’ 
rights, he demanded that the 
police immediately reveal their 
whereabouts, release them 
unconditionally, and free all 
detained students without 
delay.

NEET protests intensify in Bihar, call 
for statewide shutdown on Saturday

Rahul Gandhi alleges student was hit by pellet gun during ‘Sansad 
Chalo’ protest, demands Education Minister’s resignation
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
New Delhi, 24 July 
 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
on Friday intensified the 
Opposition’s attack on the 
Centre over the alleged police 
crackdown on student 
protesters, claiming that a 
19-year-old Delhi University 
student was hit in the face by 
a pellet gun during the 20 
July ‘Sansad Chalo’ march 
and demanding the immediate 
resignation of Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan. 

Addressing a press conference 

Gandhi highlighted the case 
of Sahil, a Delhi University 
student, alleging that he was 
peacefully participating in 
the protest when he was shot 
in the face by a pellet gun by 
the Delhi Police. 

“Sahil was peacefully 
protesting in Delhi on 20th 
July, he was shot in the face 
by a pellet gun by Delhi Police,” 
Gandhi said. 

Describing the student’s 
background, Gandhi said Sahil, 
19, works part-time as a driver 
to support his family while 
pursuing his studies. He alleged 
that the student had earlier 
been affected by the alleged 

leak of the SSC Delhi Constable 
examination in 2025 and had 
joined the protest out of 
concern that the same 
examination vendor had been 
retained, raising fears of 
another paper leak. 

“He joined the protests to 
demand justice and a better 
future. Now he risks losing 
vision in one eye permanently,” 
Gandhi said. 

“This is what our students 
face for asking questions and 
demanding accountability. 
We stand with Sahil. We stand 
with every student demanding 
accountability. Enough is 
enough. Education Minister 

Pradhan must resign,” he 
added. The Congress leader 
also referred to videos and 
documentation earlier released 
by him from the 20 July 
“Sansad Chalo” march, alleging 
that several young protesters 
had suffered serious injuries 
during the police action. 

The allegations have become 
the latest flashpoint in the 
escalating confrontation 
between the Opposition and 
the government over the 
handling of nationwide protests 
triggered by the NEET-UG 
paper leak controversy and 
alleged irregularities in other 
competitive examinations. 

05
Kolkata 

Saturday, 25 July 2026
I N D I A

 Residents make their way through a waterlogged road 
following heavy rainfall in the Parvat Patiya area of Surat 
district, Gujarat, on Friday. IANS

Monsoon Misery
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