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vated. Benchmark Brent crude,
which was at $72.87 a barrel on 
February 28 — the day the West 
Asia conflict broke out — surged 
62% to $118.03 by April 29. It has 
since slightly receded and was 
trading at $108.55 per barrel on 
Friday although the figure was 
still 2.37% higher than $105.72 on
Thursday – a change that under-
scores the volatility in energy pri-
ces.

At the same time, the Indian
rupee has weakened to successive
record lows, touching ₹95.74 per 
dollar on Friday — down more 
than 6% since the start of the year
— as elevated crude import costs 
drive sustained dollar demand.

Prashant Vasisht, senior vice
president and co-group head, Cor-
porate Ratings at ICRA Ltd, said: 
“The modest hike in retail price of
₹3 per litre for petrol and diesel 
provides limited relief to the oil 
marketing companies. ICRA esti-
mates that at crude price of 
$105–110 per barrel, and consider-
ing past 10-year average crack 
spreads of auto fuels, oil market-
ing companies incur a loss of 
about ₹500 crore daily on the sale
of auto fuels and domestic LPG, 
even after factoring the fuel price
hike. Accordingly, the oil market-
ing companies would need to rel-
ook at the retail prices in case ele-
vated crude oil prices persist.”

Friday’s retail rate increase was
the first since April 2022, when 
prices were raised in the after-
math of Russia’s war in Ukraine. 
Between end of March and April 
6, pump prices rose by roughly ₹9
per litre, often through daily incre-
ments of 80 paise.

The government had made an
earlier intervention on March 27,
cutting excise duty on petrol and 
diesel by ₹10 per litre each — a 
move that cost the exchequer 
₹14,000 crore a month, or ₹1.68 
lakh crore annualised. 

That relief proved inadequate
as the conflict prolonged and the 
Strait of Hormuz blockade contin-
ued to disrupt global energy sup-
ply chains.  At an inter-ministerial
briefing on May 8, the petroleum 
ministry’s joint secretary, Sujata 
Sharma, said the combined 
monthly under-recovery for pet-
rol, diesel, and cooking gas had 
reached ₹30,000 crore.

The timing of the hike has been
under scrutiny. Assembly elec-
tions concluded in the last week of
April, and company executives 
had indicated a modest price 
increase would follow once polls 
ended. 

Petroleum minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on Tuesday that 
OMCs were together losing Rs 
1,000 crore a day, and that a single
quarter of losses at prevailing 
crude price levels would poten-
tially erase their entire net profit 
for 2025–26.

On Sunday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged a spate of 
measures including fuel conserva-
tion, work-from-home practices, 
and limits on travel and imports, 
as surging global energy prices 
put pressure on the country’s for-
eign exchange reserves.

Some states have issued notices
to government departments this 
week to restrict travel, avoid phys-
ical events and shift meetings 
online, while also asking them to 
work from home two days a week,
with offices half-staffed.

Windfall tax imposed on 
petrol exports; diesel, 
ATF levies cut
Separately, the government on 
Friday also imposed a windfall 
gains tax of ₹3 per litre on petrol 
exports — for the first time since 
the West Asia crisis began — while
cutting the export levy on diesel to
₹16.5 per litre from ₹23, and on 
aviation turbine fuel to ₹16 per 
litre from ₹33, effective Saturday.

The export duties, first imposed
on March 26, have been revised 
multiple times as the government
sought to balance domestic fuel 
availability against refiner mar-
gins. The diesel export duty alone
has swung sharply — from ₹21.50
at introduction, hiked to ₹55.50 in
the April 11 review, before being 
progressively eased. According to
PTI, the finance ministry said the
levies were aimed at disincentivis-
ing exports and ensuring domes-
tic availability of petroleum prod-
ucts at a time when globally ele-
vated crude prices make exports 
more profitable than supplying 
the home market. 

Opposition hits out
Members of BJP’s rival parties hit
out at the increase. Tamil Nadu 
chief minister C Joseph Vijay 
called the increase “not accepta-
ble,” saying it would hit the poor, 
those using two-wheelers and 
small cars, and vehicle operators 
running loans. He also accused 
OMCs of not passing on the bene-
fit when crude prices had fallen in
the past, while pocketing profits.

Congress took aim directly at
the PM. The party’s official handle
on X called Modi an “inflation 
man” who had “unleashed the 
whip” on the public, adding that 
his “vasooli” had begun once elec-
tions ended. Leader of the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi said the public
would pay for the government’s 
mistakes, warning that “the ₹3 
shock has already arrived, the rest
of the “vasooli” will be done in 
instalments.” 

DMK president and former
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin said the
hike, coming on top of a commer-
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course to confirm the arrival of
an El Nino. The US Climate Pre-
diction Center said on Thursday
that El Niño is “likely to emerge
soon” and could reach “very
strong” levels later in the year.
Scientists at the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration put the probability of El
Niño emerging between May
and July at 82%, with the event
likely to persist into next year.
There is currently a greater than
50% chance of it becoming
strong or very strong between
September and November,
NOAA’s charts show. Seasonal
models have flagged the possi-
bility of an unusually powerful
event.

In India, El Niño is associated
with harsher summers and a
weaker monsoon. IMD’s first-
stage long-range forecast
already anticipates below-nor-
mal rainfall for the June–Sep-
tember season: 92% of the long-
period average, with an error
margin of plus or minus 5%. 

The LPA, calculated over the
1971–2020 period, is 87 cm.
Below-normal rainfall is most
likely across large parts of the
country, with normal to above-
normal rain expected only in
parts of the northeast, northwest
and south peninsular India. IMD
is expected to release its second-
stage forecast by the end of this
month.

IMD forecast the Kerala onset
date using an indigenously
developed statistical model
issued operationally since 2005.
Six predictors feed it: minimum
temperatures over northwest
India; pre-monsoon rainfall
peak over the south Peninsula;
outgoing longwave radiation, or
OLR, over the south China Sea
and the southwest Pacific
region; and lower tropospheric
zonal winds over the southeast
and northeast Indian Ocean.
OLR — the total radiation emit-
ted to space by the atmosphere
— is effectively a measure of
cloudiness.

On weather elsewhere that is
affecting the country at present,
the agency said a well-marked
low-pressure area over the
southwest and adjoining west-
central Bay of Bengal is persist-
ing, with an associated cyclonic
circulation extending to the mid-
dle troposphere and tilting
southwestwards with height. 

Heat wave to severe heat wave
conditions are likely over north-
west and central India on most
days this week, even as heavy to
very heavy rainfall is expected
over northeast India and over
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe, and
south interior Karnataka over
the next three to four days.

MONSOON ONSET

groups asserting it is a temple
dedicated to goddess Saraswati
and the Muslim community
maintaining it is a mosque dedi-
cated to a sufi saint. 

This is the first judgment of
its kind since the landmark 2019
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Mas-
jid title suit verdict by the
Supreme Court, which paved
the way for the construction of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. In
that verdict too, the top court
awarded five acres of land at an
alternative site to the Muslim
community to build a mosque.

“We have noted the continu-
ity of hindu worship at the site
through regulated over time,
has never been extinguished.
We record finding that histori-
cal literature placed established
that the character of the dis-
puted area was Bhojshala as a
Centre of Sanskrit learning
associated with Raja Bhoj of
Parmar dynasty and the litera-
ture and architectural reference
including those connected with
the period of Raja Bhoj indicate
the existence of temple dedi-
cated to the goddess Saraswati
at Dhar,” the court held. 

The court’s decision relied on
a report of the Archaeological
Survey of India, submitted in
2024, that said that the Bhoj-
shala complex-Kamal Maula
mosque was constructed using
remnants of earlier temples,
with the mosque being built
centuries later. The survey was

BHOJSHALA VERDICT

{  }
ordered in response to a peti-
tion by a Hindu group to pro-
hibit namaz at the site and
found scriptures, pillars, pilas-
ters, ancient coins, and inscrip-
tions featuring images of Hindu
deities such as Ganesh, Brahma
with his consorts, Narasimha,
and Bhairava. The report sug-
gested that the site was origi-
nally a temple to the goddess
Saraswati.

“The present structure was
built over a pre-existing temple
structure of the Paramara
period, which was later modi-
fied and reused as a mosque.
There was an earlier excavation
(1972–73), which also found
temple architectural fragments,
sculptures (including Vishnu
fragment) and Iron tools and
artifacts. This reinforces conti-
nuity of findings across dec-
ades,” said the court. 

The Bhojshala case was part
of a flurry of pleas over the past
five years that argue that
Islamic holy sites were built
after demolishing temples, and
therefore should be replaced.
Other cases include the Gyan-
vapi Masjid in Varanasi and the
Shahi Eidgah mosque in Mat-
hura – both adjoining famous
temples. 

The court said the central
government “may consider”
representations of some of the
petitioners to bring back the
‘Pratima’ (idol) of goddess Sar-
aswati – excavated during an
earlier survey in 1875 – from the
British Museum in London and
re-establish the same within the
complex.

The Bhojshala complex was
sealed off soon after the verdict
with barricades erected at the
main entrance and heavy police
deployment outside the prem-
ises. Police personnel were
deployed across Dhar city, said
Sachin Sharma, superintendent
of police, with the Reserve
Police Force and Rapid Action
Force placed on alert. Prohibi-
tory orders remain in effect
until June 5, he said.

The Hindu petitioners
claimed victory. “There was
long-standing evidence for
Bhojshala’s identity as a San-
skrit school and Saraswati tem-
ple. Now, the next objective is to
bring back the idol of Goddess
Saraswati from London,” said
Ashish Goyal, a member of the
Hindu Front for Justice (HFJ)
and one of the petitioners. 

The Muslim community
called for peace. “Although the
verdict will be respected,
patience was necessary. Senior
counsels Salman Khurshid and
Shobha Menon had presented
arguments that were not ade-
quately considered. We will
move to the Supreme Court
after reviewing the judgment,”
said one of the petitioners,
Waqar Sadiq, Dhar city Qazi. 

Chief minister Mohan Yadav
welcomed the court verdict. “I
express my happiness that the
court has acknowledged that
this site was indeed Bhojshala
and extend my congratulations
to the people of the country,” he
said. 

In its judgment, the court
also held that the 1991 Places of
Worship Act – which locks the
religious character of any place
of worship as it existed on
August 15, 1947, except the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid site
– did not apply in this case
because the Hindu petitioners
were looking for worshipping
rights and not change the reli-
gious character of the site, and
the because the complex was
protected under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act, 1958. 

The court also struck down a
section of an April 7, 2003, high
court order that barred Hindus
from offering prayers at the
complex but allowed Muslims
to pray.

“The earlier structure was a
center of learning and religious
activity associated with Saras-
wati worship (Sharda Sadan).
Subsequently, the structure was
modified, damaged, and reused,
leading to its conversion into a
mosque. A significant inscrip-
tion (15th century, Khilji period)
refers to destruction of idols,
conversion of temple into
mosque,” the bench said.

The court added that if the
Maulana Kamaluddin Welfare
Society, a party to the case rep-
resenting the Muslim side,
applies for land allotment to
construct a mosque in Dhar dis-
trict, the state government can
consider it in accordance with
legal provisions.

The bench delivered the ver-
dict on five petitions and one
writ appeal related to the mat-
ter. It began regular hearing in
the Bhojshala case on April 6
and reserved its decision on
May 12 after submission of
arguments from all concerned
parties.

Petitioners from the Hindu,
Muslim, and Jain communities
presented detailed arguments
and sought exclusive worship
rights for their communities at
the monument during the hear-
ing.

On April 7, 2003, ASI issued
an order allowing Hindus to
worship at the complex every
Tuesday and permitting Mus-
lims to offer namaz at the site
every Friday. This was also chal-

lenged in the court by the Hindu
side, which sought exclusive
rights to worship at the com-
plex.

In 2022, the HFJ approached
the high court, seeking a scien-
tific survey to determine the
religious character of Bhojshala.
The high court ordered the sur-
vey on March 11, 2024, which
was conducted between March
22 and June 30 at the one-acre
site. The ASI submitted a 2,200-
page report prepared after the
scientific survey of the 11th-cen-
tury site. 

In January this year, a top
court bench led by Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and com-
prising justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and Vipul M Pancholi per-
mitted the Indore bench of the
high court to open the sealed
report submitted by the Archae-
ological Survey of India (ASI)
pursuant to a court-mandated
survey, share it with all parties,
invite objections and responses,
and proceed to finally hear the
matter.

This top court judgment
effectively carved out an excep-
tion to a sweeping December
2024 directive of the Supreme
Court, by which another three-
judge bench restrained all
courts across the country from
entertaining fresh suits or pass-
ing any interim or final orders,
including directions for surveys,
in cases seeking determination
of the religious character of pla-
ces of worship.

The December 2024 order,
passed by a bench headed by
then CJI Sanjiv Khanna, was
issued while the apex court was
seized of multiple challenges to
the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991. The bench
then directed that no fresh suits
be registered and that courts
hearing pending matters should
not pass any “effective or final
orders”, including survey direc-
tions, until the Supreme Court
decided the issue. The challen-
ges to the 1991 law are still pend-
ing. 

Sujan Chinoy
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P
adma Vibhushan KK Venugopal

needs no introduction. A colossus

of his profession, he continues to

be regarded, at the age of 95, as

one of India’s finest legal luminar-

ies. To review his autobiography,

An Accidental Lawyer: My Adventures in Law

and Life, is not an easy task. 

A life such as he has led is difficult to

encapsulate in a book, much less do justice to

it in a book review. Yet, I endeavour to take

this liberty, having known him for nearly

four decades and having enjoyed the deep

privilege of calling him a friend. 

The former Attorney General of India is

simply “Venu” to his friends, his seniority

and celebrity notwithstanding. I first met

him when he joined the batch of pilgrims I

was chaperoning as liaison officer to Mount

Kailash and Lake Mansarovar in the summer

of 1989. The few weeks we spent trekking

together across the high Himalayas in Tibet

forged a bond I have since cherished. 

This book allows the reader to glimpse the

course and trajectory of his illustrious life

and career, from his birth in 1931 to growing

up in Mangalore and practising at the

Madras High Court before relocating to New

Delhi as a senior advocate in the Supreme

Court, in 1972, where he still practices. 

Over the decades, he has served in a vari-

ety of senior posts, as the Attorney General of

India (AGI), Additional Solicitor General,

and, thrice as President of the Bar Associa-

tion, in addition to heading several interna-

tional organisations.

KK Venugopal’s autobiography is aptly

subtitled My Adventures in Law and Life.

Besides reaching the pinnacle of his métier,

the author has exhibited a true zest for life.

Swimming and horse-riding are among his

passions, apart from collecting antiquarian

books. Voyages and adventures in distant

places are part of his life, from exotic destina-

tions such as Alaska and the two poles to

Machu Picchu. 

Along the way, he has had his fair share of

Akshay Chavan

letters@hindustantimes.com

O
n April 1, 2026, a Raja

Ravi Varma painting

made national head-

lines when it sold for a

staggering ₹167 crore after an

intense bidding war at auction.

Raja Ravi Varma is one of the

clared navratnas

role in shaping the artistic land-

scape of early-20th-century

India. Rao Bahadur MV Dhuran-

dhar: A Painter from the Bombay

School of Art by historian San-

deep Dahisarkar fills this gap in

India’s art history. It traces the

life and work of Mahadeo V

Dhurandhar (1867-1944), whose

paintings, sketches and post-

card illustrations played a signif-

icant role in shaping the visual

-20th-century

photographs, and a wide range of

paintings drawn from diverse 

sources, the author pieces 

together the story of an artist in a

changing India. Born in the 

princely state of Kolhapur in 1867,

Dhurandhar studied at Bombay’s

Sir JJ School of Art and became 

the first Indian to be awarded the

Bombay Art Society’s coveted 

Gold Medal, in 1895, 

while still a student. 

He would go on to

such as Aundh and Baroda. 

Through his long career, he was 

supported by his wife, Gangubai 

Dhurandhar, and his daughter 

Ambika Dhurandhar, also a tal-

ented artist. He left behind a large

body of work that has remained 

under-appreciated for decades.

It is this rich collection of

paintings that lies at the heart of

Dahisarkar’s book and

makes it a visual treat.

Bringing together works

from private collections,

archives

and his daughter-in-law Tarabai,

travelled across cities and villa-

ges through prints and post-

cards. This helped create a 

shared visual imagination that 

played an important role in shap-

ing what came to be known as 

Maharashtra Dharma or the 

“Idea of Maharashtra”. 

This makes Dahisarkar’s book

even more powerful, as it 

appears at a time when Maha-

rashtrian society is once again 

grappling with questions of iden-

tity. This book is a valuable addi-

tion to art history literature in 
ill

tuan task, which the author has 

successfully accomplished. Fam-

ily photographs, rare records and

everyday postcards take the book

beyond the realm of a conven-

tional art history volume. Every 

detail is meticulously researched

and referenced. 

What I found particularly

helpful was the simple timeline 

of Dhurandhar’s life in the 

appendices, which perhaps 

serves as a “spine” for the entire 

book. What strikes the reader, 

especially one from Maharash-
enta-
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close shaves, including a dangerous brush

with a wild elephant in Tanzania. 

Born in Kerala in a reputed tharuvad (joint

family), as one of seven siblings, the author’s

father, MK Nambyar, was an eminent law-

yer. Failure in physics in his BSc course led to

his switching, on his father’s advice, to an

LLB course that put him on a trajectory that

would define his life. Venugopal’s sense of

humour and humility comes through in his

candid admission that he is still unclear

whether by so changing his career he “did a

greater service to the legal profession by join-

ing it, or to science, by leaving it”.

No life is without its share of trials and

tribulations. In Venugopal’s case, his wife

Shantha Konath Venugopal’s

untimely passing in 1981 was a

huge loss. She was a successful

lawyer in her own right and a

great companion. But with his

close relationships with his first-

born, Lakshmi Venugopal, his

two sons Krishnan Venugopal

and Kannan Konath, and his six

grandchildren, his life has been

fulfilling indeed. 

This book is a treasure trove

of reflections on Tamil Nadu pol-

itics and the DMK-AIADMK

rivalry, which he delicately

negotiated with clients on both

sides of the divide at the Madras

High Court. Descriptions of

brushes with MGR, J Jayala-

thitha and Murasoli Maran

make for riveting reading. 

His bird’s-eye view of the

Emergency imposed by Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi is reveal-

ing. It was unexpected, he states,

and adds that “there was nothing

that had portended to me that Prime Minis-

ter Indira Gandhi would wake up one morn-

ing and decide to plunge the country into

darkness by assuming to herself totalitarian

powers without even taking her cabinet into

confidence”. 

He further avers that “Indira Gandhi was

merciless in going after those who opposed

her,” and that “there was nothing in the Con-

stitution, at that time, to justify the proclama-

tion”. Venugopal himself stood firmly on the

side of democracy, even as arbitrary deten-

tions and censorship of the press became the

norm. His recollection of the 1984 riots in the

aftermath of Indira Gandhi’s assassination is

chilling. Mobs killed and looted Sikhs. Venu-

gopal and his family had a close shave since

they occupied, at that time, a house whose

facade bore the symbol of the Khalsa. The

death and destruction seared him, as it did

any decent human being at the time. 

Going by various published judgements,

the author has appeared in about 1,600 cases

over his long and distinguished career span-

ning nearly seven decades. Some of them

find place in the book. The Mandal Commis-

sion Report and the events that were trig-

gered as a result find place, as do the demoli-

tion of the Babri Masjid in which case he

appeared on behalf of chief minister Kalyan

Singh, LK Advani and others. Also covered in

the book is litigation concerning the trea-

sure-filled Padmanabhaswamy Temple in

Thiruvananthapuram.

Venugopal unhesitatingly laments the grad-

ual deterioration, over the years,

of standards in the “honourable

and noble” legal profession,

especially the festering conflicts

between lawyers and judges, the

politics of the Bar, and attempts

at its usurpation by members

who do not regularly practise in

the Supreme Court. As presi-

dent of both the International

Association of Lawyers and

SAARCLAW, the author

describes his numerous contri-

butions to developing ties with

legal societies around the world,

transcending borders.

Some of the subjects he

dwells on continue to have abid-

ing relevance today. He deems

the National Judicial Appoint-

ments Commission a missed

opportunity for judicial reform.

The jury is still out on this sub-

ject in the context of the credi-

bility of the Collegium system.

Having once appeared

against his own father in his youth, and later

against his  son Krishnan, the author’s guru

mantra is that father and son should not

appear on opposite sides in any case. 

Venugopal’s wisdom shines through as he

shares useful tips with budding professionals

in his concluding chapter, An Epistle to

Young Lawyers. 

As the baton passes, the author has also

generously made his vast antiquarian library

available online to the next generation. Com-

ing from one of the stalwarts of the legal fra-

ternity, KK Venugopal’s timely autobiogra-

phy portrays an interesting life, backed by

insightful observation and practical wisdom.

Sujan Chinoy, a former ambassador, is 

currently director-general of the Manohar Par-

rikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses

An Accidental

Lawyer: My 

Adventures 

in Law and Life

KK Venugopal 

with Suhasini Sen

360pp, ~499

Penguin Random House

An Accidental Lawyer, the 

autobiography of former 

Attorney General KK 

Venugopal, provides insights 

into an array of events that 

shaped contemporary India

A zest for life
Simar Bhasin

letters@hindustantimes.com

1
What inspired The Last of Earth? 

I’ve always been interested in Tibet. After I

moved to the UK, I came across this account by

an Englishman of his travels in Tibet in the

19th century, and how his life was helped by two

Indians whom he describes as his manservants.

But he’s very racist in how he describes Indians and

Tibetans. I also came across stories of Indian spies

such as Nain Singh Rawat and Kinthup, who were

trained by the British Survey of India to use their

bodies as surveying instruments. They were taught

to walk in a certain way so that each pace would be

exactly 33.5 inches. So, if one counted 2,000 paces,

that would be about a mile, and that was how they

mapped all of Tibet. 

In the 19th century, because Westerners couldn’t

go into the country, the British would just send

Indians to map the region. I was thinking about

that, and the factors that motivated them. I found

that a number of female explorers also went to

Tibet. In the novel,  Katherine wants to be the first

European woman to reach Lhasa.  

2
What was it like conducting the research

for this novel?

The relevant archives are very carefully

curated by the British. They had a definite

sense of how they wanted to present the empire to

the world, so mentions of atrocities have been

erased or downplayed. Subaltern-studies histori-

ans have written quite a lot about that. For

instance, people are described as savages, not as

people who are protesting against an injustice. So,

when one is referring to the archive, one has to

look at what is represented as well as what might

have actually happened. That was one of the main

challenges: locating the Indian consciousness in

these essentially English archives, trying to read

between the lines, and trying to figure out what the

erasures are and what might not have been stated.

3
You travelled to Tibet only after complet-

ing the first draft. What alterations did

you make after your visit?

The surprising part for me was that the

descriptions of the landscape in my novel were

accurate, in that I relied so much on explorers’

accounts, I didn’t find the need to change any

of that. 
One of the main changes was about the relation-

ship Tibetans have with the landscape. They refer

to the  lakes and rivers and mountains as mothers

and fathers, and I found that very moving. 

What we call the parikrama

around Mount Kailash, the

Tibetans call the Kora, and

it’s a three-day trek if you’re

walking, but many Tibet-

ans prostrate themselves

every step of the way.

It’s a very difficult jour-

ney. And they’re not just

praying for themselves

but for the world. I found

that really moving,

and  that informed

how the land-

scape is repre-

sented in the

novel.

{ INTERVIEW } DEEPA ANAPPARA, 

AUTHOR, THE LAST OF EARTH

‘Tibetans refer to 

lakes, rivers as 

mothers, fathers’

On her novel set in colonial times that 

features Indian spies in Tibet, and an 

Englishwomen intent on reaching Lhasa

A

{ TASTE } EDITED BY 

LAKSHMI CHAUDHRY AND 

DESIGNED BY KRITI MONGA

P
Taste is a powerful 

lens through which to 

understand the world. 

It is political and 

personal.  
On the Books & 

Authors podcast

READ: The Ceylon Literary and 

Arts Festival held in Colombo, Sri 

Lanka, featured a range of authors 

including Shyam Selvadurai, 

Aanchal Malhotra,

Arundhathi

Subramaniam, Julia

Quinn, Ashok Ferrey,

and Alice Albinia,

among others. At

left, Deepa Bhasthi

talks to academic

Ruvani Ranasinha

(left) about her bond

with Kannada.

ontheweb

A story about a young magician from a family of

consummate magicians — his relatives include

an aunt who is famous for being marvellous, a

great grandfather who continues to draw atten-

tion even at the age of 103, and a cousin who

keeps winning awards — this is a book for chil-

dren at Level 2, just beginning to read. Ajji Majji

La Tarajji, what kind of magician is Nelson going

to be? Unfortunately, the protagonist, who is just

setting out on this path, keeps making blunders,

leaving all the children wailing at a birthday

party. But there’s an unexpected twist in Nelson’s

tale that makes it a heart-

warming story for the kids

who read this book and for

their parents too.

{ HT PICKS } NEW READS

CASTING A SPELL

Nelson the Magician

Written by Menaka Raman; 

Illustrated by Hitesh Sonar

24pp, ~95

Pratham Books

Trauma Nation: Fighting 

India’s Silent Epidemic

Nishtha Lamba

232pp, ~799, Aleph

Do you feel emotionally numb or on edge, without

really knowing why? Do you tend to get stuck in

endless loops of damaging memories? Or find

yourself unable to leave people or situations that

you know, in your bones, aren’t good for you? 

Sometimes, fear, shame and self-doubt may hold

us ransom and keep us from becoming our full,

authentic selves. Trauma is a silent epidemic in

India. It hides in plain sight, embedding itself in our

bodies, families and communities, manifesting as

anxiety, depression, physical illnesses, addiction,

and various other mental-health issues. 

In Trauma Nation, mental-health expert Nishtha

Lamba traces the origins and trajectories of trauma

through events that impact our lives: childhood

wounds, toxic relationships, accidents, historical

tragedies. Using personal stories from survivors, as

well as science and anecdote, she analyses how

trauma in Indian society is also handed down

through generations. Compassionate yet unflinch-

ing, Trauma Nation gives voice to what many feel

but are unable to articulate, and explores ways in

which we might heal ourselves,

face and deal with mental-health

issues, and build a psychologically

healthier society.

HELD TO RANSOM BY FEAR, 

SHAME AND SELF-DOUBT

What does it mean to chase a dream across oceans,

only to find its edges fraying on arrival? When

Sukhpreet Gill thinks of Canada, he imagines a

future of promise and prosperity, a life of sprawl-

ing townhouses and easy money. It is a vision that

propels him to mortgage family land, leave Jalan-

dhar and the girl he loves, and make his way to a

country that isn’t ready to accept him. 

On the other side of the world, Maynard Wilson

is struggling in a nation that feels like it has little to

offer Canadians like him. Unemployed, with

maxed-out credit cards and no savings, he risks

being evicted from his rented flat. When his path

intersects with Gill’s, the collision has terrible

consequences. Tender and heartfelt, award-

winning writer Lindsay Pereira’s ambitious novel

is an evocative exploration of

immigration, identity and the

intense yearning for a better life,

as well as the devastating costs

that can come with it.

Super

Lindsay Pereira

232pp, ~699, HarperCollins
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Gaza Strip under the Palestinian
Authority and freedom of navi-
gation in the Red Sea and Bab
Al-Mandab Strait. 

Araghchi responded to a
question from HT at a news
conference about differences
between Iran and the UAE hold-
ing up consensus at the Brics
meeting by saying that the final
statement was “blocked by a
member state, which has its
own special relations with
Israel”. While he didn’t name

BRICS

the country, it was apparent he
was referring to the UAE.

“We have no difficulty with
that certain country. They have
not been our target in the cur-
rent war. We only hit American
military bases and American
military installations, which are
unfortunately on their soil,”
Araghchi said. “So, the only rea-
son they stopped the final state-
ment was their support to Israel
and the US in their aggression
against Iran, which is very, very
unfortunate.” 

Araghchi expressed hope
that this Brics member state
would reach an “understanding
that Iran is a neighbour” before
the upcoming Brics Summit in
order to strengthen consensus
within the bloc. “We have to live
with each other. We have lived
for centuries, and we have to
live for centuries to come. Israe-
lis cannot protect them, Ameri-
cans cannot protect them – that
was proved during this war,” he
said.

US military bases and rela-
tions with Israel have become a
“source of insecurity”, Araghchi
contended. “These are the reali-
ties that they should under-
stand, and I’m sure if they fol-
low the line of wisdom, they will
find Iran as a good neighbour
and a good partner,” he said.

There was no official word
from the UAE on these develop-
ments.

The statement issued by the
Indian side acknowledged “dif-
fering views among some mem-
bers” on the situation in West
Asia. Brics member states
expressed their national posi-
tions and called for an “early
resolution of the current crisis,
the value of dialogue and diplo-
macy, respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity, uphold-
ing international law, the
importance of a safe and unim-
peded flow of maritime com-
merce through international
waterways, and the protection
of civilian infrastructure and
civilian lives”, the statement
said.

The statement said an
unnamed member state had
reservations on a paragraph
about the unifying of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip under the
Palestinian Authority and call-
ing on the world community to
support the Palestinian Author-
ity in “undergoing reforms to
fulfil the Palestinians’ legitimate
aspirations for independence
and statehood”. 

An unnamed member state
also had reservations about
another paragraph that stressed

cial cylinder price increase on 
May 1, had put the livelihoods of 
ordinary people in question. “How
is the Union government going to
protect the people from this?” he 
asked. Punjab finance minister 
Harpal Singh Cheema called the 
BJP “anti-farmer and anti-people,”
pointing out that the diesel hike 
came a day after a paddy MSP 
increase of just ₹72 per quintal. 
“By giving a token MSP hike and 
raising diesel prices the very next
day, the BJP government has 
effectively robbed farmers of their
rightful compensation,” he said.

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav shared a cartoon of 
himself riding a bicycle — his 
party’s symbol — with a signboard
reading “Use less petrol: PM.”

The BJP pushed back. Spokes-
person Pradeep Bhandari accused
Congress of seeking political 
opportunity in a global crisis. He 
noted that India’s 3.5% fuel price 
increase was lower than compara-
ble hikes in many countries, and 
that prices had held stable for 76 
days despite Brent crossing $100 
per barrel.

NEW DELHI
SATURDAY
MAY 16, 2026 09News

the importance of ensuring nav-
igational rights and freedom of
vessels in the Red Sea and Bab
Al-Mandab Strait and encourag-
ing “continued support for dia-
logue and Yemen’s peace proc-
ess under UN auspices”.

The people cited above said
the Brics member state that
opposed both these paragraphs
was Iran.

Sudhakar Dalela, secretary
(economic relations) in the
external affairs ministry and
India’s Brics sherpa, acknowl-
edged the differences among
member states on the West Asia
conflict but pointed to the con-
sensus reached by the bloc in a
wide range of areas such as
reform of global governance
institutions and strengthening
multilateralism.

“As [the Brics] chair, it is our
responsibility to make sure that
we facilitate dialogue and dis-
cussion among all the members
on all issues that are before
Brics at this stage,” Dalela said.
The member states had been
able to find common ground on
most of the matters that were
discussed under the three key
pillars of political and security
issues, economic and financial
and cultural and people-to-peo-
ple ties, he argued.

“We will be engaging with all
the Brics members and partner
countries going forward, build-
ing consensus wherever we can,
and I’m very confident that we
will have good engagement and
consultations in the run-up to
the summit in the second half of
this year,” Dalela said.

Tanmay Chatterjee

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The Bidhannagar Police
Commissionerate on Friday regis-
tered a first information report 
(FIR) against Trinamool Congress
national general secretary and Lok
Sabha member Abhishek Banerjee
on charges of making provocative
remarks in some of his speeches 
posted on social media during the
recent West Bengal assembly elec-
tions, a senior police official said, 
requesting anonymity.

The case was registered at Bid-
hannagar on Friday on the basis of
a complaint filed by Rajib Sarkar, a
local resident, who alleged that 
Banerjee made “unparliamentary,
objectionable and inciting” 
remarks against Union ministers 
and other parties. The complaint 
was lodged on May 5 -- a day after
West Bengal assembly election 
results were announced.

The FIR, a copy of which HT
has seen, was lodged under sec-
tions 192 (wantonly or malignantly
giving provocation with the intent
to cause a riot), 196 (promotion of
enmity, hatred, or ill-will between
different groups based on religion,
race, language, or community), 351
(2) (criminal intimidation), 353 (1)
(c) (creation, publication, or circu-
lation of false information, 
rumors, or reports with the intent
to promote or incite hatred, ani-
mosity, or ill-will between differ-
ent religious, racial, linguistic, or 
regional groups or castes) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). 

He was also booked under sec-
tions 123 (2) (any direct or indirect
interference or attempt to inter-
fere on the part of the candidate 
or his agent, or of any other per-
son with the consent of the candi-
date or his election agent, with the
free exercise of any electoral 
right) and 125 (promoting enmity
between classes in connection 
with elections on grounds of reli-
gion, race, caste, community, or 
language) of the Representation 
of the People Act. 

No police officer or TMC leader
has commented on the FIR yet.

TMC’S ABHISHEK 
BOOKED OVER 
REMARKS DURING 
ASSEMBLY POLLS

 TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee 
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The Congress on Friday 
sharpened its 
criticism of the 
Narendra Modi 

government over rising fuel 
prices and mounting 
inflationary pressures, with 
party president Mallikarjun 
Kharge accusing the Centre 
of pushing the country into 
an avoidable economic crisis 
through weak leadership and 
flawed policy decisions. 

In a strongly worded statement, 
Kharge said the worsening 
economic situation could not 
be blamed solely on global 
developments and argued that 
the government’s “lack of 
visionary thinking” and 
“administrative incompetence” 
had deepened the hardships 
faced by ordinary citizens. 

“The people of the country 
must understand that, along 
with the international fuel 
crisis, the major reason behind 
India’s current economic troubles 

is the leadership crisis in the 
Modi government, the lack of 
visionary thinking, and sheer 
incompetence,” Kharge said. 

The Congress president 
alleged that the burden of 
rising petrol, diesel and LPG 
prices was being unfairly shifted 
onto the public because of 
policy failures at the Centre. 

“This is a Modi- 
government-made crisis, the 
burden of which the people of 
the country are being forced 
to bear through higher prices 
of petrol, diesel, and LPG,” he 
said. 

Kharge warned that rising 
diesel prices would have a 
wider impact on inflation and 
economic activity across sectors. 

“When diesel prices rise, it 
creates a cascading effect of 
inflation across the country. 
Everyone ~ from industries 
and household budgets to 
farmers ~ is adversely affected,” 
he said. 

The Congress chief also 
attacked the government’s 
handling of the West Asia 
conflict and questioned its 
energy security strategy, alleging 
that the Centre ignored warning 

signs despite the possibility 
of global fuel disruptions. 

“When the West Asia war 
began, the country was told 
that ‘all is well,’ and the Congress 
party’s questions were dismissed. 
No concrete steps were taken. 
Instead, India’s sovereignty 
was mortgaged because of 
America’s ‘permission’ and 
‘allowance’,” Kharge alleged. 

Referring to reports linked 
to India’s purchase of discounted 
Russian crude oil, Kharge 
questioned why the country 
was allegedly dependent on 
American approval for energy 
imports. 

“In March, the 30-day waiver 
granted for purchasing Russian 
oil reportedly contained 
humiliating words such as 
‘allow’ and ‘permission’ from 
the United States. According 
to reports, the Government of 
India is now seeking an extension 
of that waiver. The question 
is: why has Modi ji put the 
country in a position where it 
has to seek ‘permission’?” he 
asked. 

NIKHIL VYAS 
New Delhi, 15 May 

 
External Affairs Minister (EAM) 
S Jaishankar on Friday held 
talks with his Iranian 
counterpart Seyed Abbas 
Araghchi on the sidelines of 
the BRICS Foreign Ministers' 
Meeting in New Delhi, where 
the two leaders discussed the 
West Asia situation and its 
implications. 

Jaishankar welcomed 
Araghchi’s participation in the 
BRICS Foreign Ministers' 
Meeting being held in New 
Delhi under India’s 2026 
chairship. 

After the meeting, the EAM 
wrote in a post on X: “Had a 
detailed conversation with FM 
Abbas Araghchi of Iran this 
morning in Delhi. Discussed 
the situation in West Asia and 
its implications. Also exchanged 
views on bilateral issues of 
mutual interest. Appreciate 
his participation in BRICS 
India 2026.” 

Later, after the BRICS Foreign 
Ministers Meeting in New 
Delhi concluded, Araghchi 

said Tehran attaches great 
importance to its relations 
with India and that both 
countries share the same 
concerns and interests in the 
Persian Gulf. 

Addressing the media, 
Araghchi said he held discussions 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and EAM S Jaishankar 
during his visit where they 
discussed several issues, 
including the Strait of Hormuz 
and the current situation in 
West Asia. “Yesterday, I had a 
very good brief discussion 
with Prime Minister Modi, 
and today, a lengthy meeting 
with (External Affairs) Minister 

Jaishankar. We discussed almost 
everything, including the Strait 
of Hormuz and the situation 
in the Persian Gulf region. I 
have to say that we more or 
less share similar positions, 
and we have the same concerns 
and interests in this important 
region. So, we will continue to 
coordinate with our Indian 
colleagues. As I said, the situation 
in the Strait of Hormuz is very 
complicated right now, and 
we are trying to help ships 
pass safely. Everything will 
return to normal once the act 
of aggression is totally and 
completely ended,” the Iranian 
FM stated.
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Bihar Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 
Minister Ramchandra 
Prasad has said that the 
state government has set a 
target to increase green 
cover to 17 percent in the 
coming years. 

The minister said here 
today that at the time of 
bifurcation, Bihar’s green 
cover was around 7 percent, 
which has now increased to 
nearly 15 percent. Our goal 
is to raise it further to 17 
percent through large-scale 
plantation drives and public 
participation, he said. 

He added that the 
department is not only 
focusing on environmental 
conservation but is also 
working to promote 
eco-tourism across the 
state. Efforts are underway 
to develop green zones and 
tourist-friendly ecological 
sites. As part of this 

initiative, the department 
has set a target to plant five 
crore saplings during the 
upcoming monsoon season. 
A statewide plantation 
campaign is being planned, 
which will begin in the first 
week of July and continue 
throughout the rainy 
season. 

To achieve the target, the 
department will collaborate 
with various agencies, 

including the Rural 
Development Department, 
Agriculture Department, 
MGNREGA and self-help 
groups like Jeevika Didis. A 
diverse range of 
environmentally significant 
trees such as banyan, 
peepal, semal, arjun, 
kadamba, teak, mahogany, 
jackfruit, and mango will be 
planted to enhance 
biodiversity and ecological 

balance. 
According to the plan, 

over 81.59 lakh saplings will 
be planted directly by the 
department, while 14.24 
lakh will be planted under 
other scheme. Additionally, 
59 lakh saplings will be 
planted under agroforestry 
initiatives, and nearly 97.92 
lakh through Jeevika 
groups. NGOs will also 
contribute by planting over 
8.43 lakh saplings. 

To ensure mass 
participation, saplings will 
be distributed free of cost 
among citizens, and 
institutions such as schools, 
colleges, Waqf Board 
bodies, and local NGOs will 
be actively involved in the 
campaign. 

The minister emphasised 
that public participation 
will be key in transforming 
this plantation drive into a 
mass movement for 
environmental protection 
and sustainable 
development.

SHASHI SINGH 
Ranchi, 15 May 

 
The SSC GD constable 
examination cheating case 
uncovered in Ranchi has 
exposed what investigators 
believe is a technologically 
sophisticated examination 
fraud network involving 
remote-access systems, insider 
collusion, and an interstate 
solver gang operating through 
a dedicated high-speed internet 
setup. 

The alleged malpractice 
came to light during the May 
9 examination at Pandra-based 
The Futuristic Online 
Examination Centre, where 
officials reportedly noticed 
unusual cursor movement on 
several computer terminals. 

According to Ranchi City 
SP Paras Rana, six candidates 
appeared to be sitting passively 
while answers on their systems 
were being selected 
automatically. Police suspect 
the terminals were being 
remotely operated by external 
solvers from another location 
through a “master computer”. 

Investigators said the 
examination centre had two 
separate broadband systems. 
One internet connection was 
used for regular examination 
operations, while 10 selected 
computer systems were allegedly 
linked to a separate high-speed 
broadband network specifically 
configured to facilitate remote 
access. 

Police believe the faster 
connection enabled external 
operators to control examination 
terminals in real time and 
solve question papers remotely. 

The case has raised serious 
questions over the cybersecurity 
safeguards of computer-based 
recruitment examinations 
and the functioning of 
outsourced testing centres. 

‘Self-created crisis’: Cong targets 
Modi govt over fuel price rise 

Jaishankar discusses West Asia situation  
with Iranian foreign minister Araghchi

Bihar aims to increase green cover to 17 per cent

SSC GD scam 
exposes 
tech-enabled 
exam mafia, 
insider collusion 
under scanner
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A secret informal meeting 
held recently by Sharad 
Pawar-led NCP leaders with 
other political figures at a 
Pune hotel revived the 
possibility of a merger between 
the two NCP factions: the 
Sharad Pawar-led NCP and 
the Sunetra Ajit Pawar-led 
NCP. This followed the leak 
of a photograph from the 
meeting to social media on 
Thursday.   

Significantly, the development 
has coincided with recent the 
leadership reshuffle in the 
Sunetra Ajit Pawar-led NCP, 
which resulted in Praful Patel 
and Sunil Tatkare losing their 
senior posts and getting 
sidelined within the party, 
even as Sunetra's sons Parth 
Pawar and Jay Pawar got 
elevated as national general 
secretaries as well as members 

of the party's decision making 
executive body. 

According to sources, the 
secret meeting was attended 
by former minister Anil 
Deshmukh, MP Amol Kolhe, 
Harshvardhan Patil, Shashikant 
Shinde (Sharad Pawar-led 
NCP state president), Jayant 
Patil (Sharad Pawar-led NCP 
senior leader), Rajesh Tope, 
Balasaheb Patil, and Devdutt 
Nikam (Pune district president 
of the Sharad Pawar-led NCP). 

Sources further said the 

meeting lasted a long time 
and took place in a hotel, not 
a party office, but no one from 
either the Sunetra Ajit Pawar-led 
NCP or the Sharad Pawar-led 
NCP would confirm or deny 
the development. 

There was an in-depth 
discussion on the internal 
affairs of both the NCPs at 
the meetion. Political equations 
between the two parties, 
forthcoming elections and 
probable organisational changes 
were all discussed in a detailed 

manner, sources said, adding 
that more such meetings are 
likely in the days to come. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief 
Minister Sunetra Pawar 
remained silent about senior 
leaders like Praful Patel and 
Sunil Tatkare being sidelined 
within her party. She maintained 
a silence on any talks of  merger  
which only fuelled political 
speculation in all political 
parties. 

Sunetra Pawar also remained 
tightlipped even after Sharad 
Pawar-led NCP MLA Rohit 
Pawar openly  stated  on 
Wednesday that Sunetra Ajit 
Pawar-led NCP leaders Sunil 
Tatkare and Praful Patel, along 
with 22 other Sunetra Ajit 
Pawar-led NCP MLAs plan 
to contest all future elections 
on BJP tickets. However, 
sources said that although all 
concerned parties are tight-lipped 
now, a lot is happening behind 
the scenes. 

Merger of NCPs back on agenda amidst secret informal talks

MP HC  declares disputed Bhojshala complex as Hindu temple
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Bhopal, 15 May 

 
The Madhya Pradesh High 
Court on Friday accepted the 
disputed Bhojshala structure 
in Dhar to be a Hindu place of 
worship, the Temple of Vagdevi 
(Goddess Saraswati). 

The Indore Bench of the 
high court delivered its judgement 
after hearing five petitions 
submitted in the matter. 

In its verdict, the court 
placed the protection of the 
site under the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI), and 
granted the rights of worship 
at the place to Hindus. 

Heavy security arrangements 
had been put in place since 

yesterday all over the Dhar 
town and also at Indore and 
other places in the state a day 
ahead of the judgment. Dhar 
Collector Rajiv Ranjan Meena 
and SP Sachin Sharma inspected 
the Bhojshala site on Friday 
and reviewed the security 
arrangements. 

More than 1,200 police 
personnel have been deployed 
to maintain peace and ensure 
law and order. 

The security situation is 
more tense now, as the decision 
in favour of Hindus has come 
on a Friday, the day when the 
Muslims are allowed to offer 
their weekly Juma Namaz at 
the Bhojshala complex. The 
Muslims claim the structure 

to be the Kamaal Maula Mosque. 
According to Indore (Rural) 

DIG Manoj Kumar Singh, 
security has been deployed 
across all locations. He appealed 
to the people of Dhar to accept 
the High Court’s decision, and 
urged all citizens to fully 
cooperate in maintaining law 
and order. 

While delivering its decision, 
the court noted that it had 
taken into consideration 
archaeological and historical 
evidence, provisions of the 
ASI Act, the report of the 
survey conducted by the ASI, 
and also the precedent of the 
Supreme Court decision in 
the Ram Janmabhoomi case 
regarding the dispute over the 

Babri Masjid and the Ram 
Temple at Ayodhya in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

The Court also set aside 
the ASI’s 2003 order that had 
denied Hindus the right to 
worship at the site. Another 
order granting Muslims the 
right to offer Namaz at the 
complex was also quashed. 

The court advised the Muslim 
side, which has maintained 
that Bhojshala is the Kamaal 
Maula Mosque, to seek some 
separate land from the 
government for a mosque. 

The Court has held that, 
since it is a protected monument, 
its preservation and conservation 
will remain under the Central 
Government and the ASI. 
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Rahul Gandhi blames ‘corrupt system’ for 
student deaths amid NEET exam scam row
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
New Delhi, 15 May 

 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Friday intensified his attack 
on the Narendra Modi 
government over recurring 
examination paper leaks and 
alleged irregularities in 
competitive tests, accusing 
the system of crushing the 
aspirations and lives of millions 
of students across the country. 

In a strongly worded post 
on social media platform X, 
Gandhi referred to the death 
of 21-year-old NEET aspirant 
Ritik Mishra from Lakhimpur 
Kheri, who had reportedly 

been preparing for the medical 
entrance examination for the 
third time. 

“‘We will not sit for competitive 
examinations anymore.’ These 
were the final words of 21-year-old 
Ritik Mishra from Lakhimpur 
Kheri,” Gandhi wrote, adding 
that the student had been left 
“shattered” after the examination 
was cancelled. 

The Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha also mentioned 
another alleged suicide by a 
NEET aspirant in Goa and 
alleged that students were 
falling victim to a deeply flawed 
and corrupt system. 

“This is not suicide — this 

is murder by the system,” 
Gandhi said. 

Quoting figures related to 
alleged examination irregularities, 
Gandhi claimed that between 
2015 and 2026, there had been 
148 examination scams across 
the country, resulting in the 
cancellation of 87 examinations 
and affecting nearly 90 million 
students. 

“Out of 148 scams, only one 
person has been punished,” 
he alleged. Gandhi added that 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation had investigated 
17 cases while the Enforcement 
Directorate had taken up 11, 
but “no one has been convicted.” 
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C
ommerce secretary 
Rajesh Agarwal said on 
Friday that India is very 

close to operationalising its 
free trade agreement (FTA) 
with the UK. However, certain 
sticking points have emerged 
following the UK’s announce-
ment of new steel safeguard 
measures that were not in 
place when the agreement was 
concluded.

The Centre had previously 
indicated that the FTA could 
come into force by May-end,  
but now it may be delayed 
owing to concerns around the 
UK’s revised steel policies.

“We are working together to 
find a creative solution around 
the steel measure and opera-
tionalise the CETA (compre-
hensive economic and trade 
agreement) at an early date,” 
Agarwal told the media.

From 1 July, the UK will 
reduce tariff-free steel import 
quotas by around 60% from 
the current safeguard regime. 
India’s exports of iron and 
steel, including related prod-
ucts, to the UK stood at $893.4 
million in 2025-26, forming a 
significant share of the coun-
try’s total merchandise export 
of $13.4 billion to the British 
market.

The India-UK CETA, signed 
in July 2025, was scrutinised 
by both houses of the UK par-
liament in March. In India, 
however, FTAs are ratified 
through the executive route 
and require cabinet approval. 
Following this, both countries 
must finalis mutually agreed 
date for the agreement’s ‘entry 
into force’. Under the CETA, 
99% of Indian exports will gain 
duty-free access to the UK.

For an extended version of 
this story, go to livemint.com.

UK steel 
curbs set to 
delay India 
free trade 
deal rollout

“This is a setback for the 
farming community as diesel 
is a critical input in agricul-
ture. Any rise in diesel prices 
immediately increases opera-
tional costs for farmers 
because almost every farm 
activity today depends on die-
sel-run machinery,” said Pun-
eet Singh, a farmer from 
Ambala, Haryana.

Diesel accounts for 20-25% 
of the total cultivation cost, 
including harvesting and 
transportation from the field 
to the home. The development 

making fuel prices a key deter-
minant of farm input costs.

The hike also comes at a 
crucial time for the sector, 
with preparations underway 
for kharif sowing in several 
states ahead of the southwest 
monsoon next month. Farm-
ers are expected to begin 
planting crops such as paddy, 
oilseeds, soybean, cotton, 
maize and pulses. Kharif crops 
account for 47.4% of India’s 
total annual foodgrain pro-
duction of 357.7 million ton-
nes in 2024-25.

Consumer durable cos 

bank on summer sales

Appliance makers entered FY27 with cautious optimism after weak FY26

could particularly hurt small 
and marginal farmers, who 
comprise 85% of India’s farm-
ing community, according to 
farmer organizations.

"The rising input costs may 
dilute the benefit of higher 
support prices for major 
crops," said Ranbir Singh, a 
sugarcane farmer and presi-
dent of the Saharanpur-based 
Kisan Nyay Morcha, a farmers' 
group. Agriculture and allied 
activities contribute 15.6% to 
India’s national income, 
accounting for 46.1% of the 
country’s workforce.

An email query sent to the 
agriculture ministry remained 
unanswered till press time.

Agriculture experts said 
higher diesel prices would rip-
ple across the supply chain, 
increasing the cost of trans-
porting seeds, fertilisers and 
pesticides from factories to 
rural markets. Economists said 
higher logistics costs could 
contribute to inflation in vege-
tables, cereals, milk and fruits, 
particularly if the monsoon 
remains uneven.

For an extended version of 
this story, go to livemint.com.
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NEW DELHI

T
he latest fuel price 
increase is expected to 
raise cultivation and 

transportation costs across the 
farm sector ahead of the cru-
cial kharif sowing season, 
potentially adding fresh pres-
sure on food inflation in the 
coming months, according to 
farmers, economists and agri-
culture experts.

Oil marketing companies on 
Friday raised petrol and diesel 
prices by ₹3 per litre as a surge 
in global crude oil prices was 
hurting their margins. Follow-
ing the hike, diesel prices in 
New Delhi rose to ₹90.67 a 
litre, while rates in Kolkata and 
Chennai increased to ₹95.13 
and ₹95.25.

The development assumes 
significance as the agriculture 
sector accounts for nearly two-
fifths of India’s annual diesel 
consumption of around 92 
million tonnes. Diesel powers 
tractors, harvesters, irrigation 
pumps and transport vehicles 
used extensively in rural India, 

Diesel price rise likely to hit farm sector 

Oil companies raised diesel prices to ₹90.67 per litre in Delhi, 

with rates crossing ₹95 in Kolkata and Chennai. BLOOMBERG

Neethi Lisa Rojan

neethi.rojan@livemint.com

MUMBAI

C
onsumer durables makers 
have begun the current fiscal 
with cautious optimism, bet-
ting on stronger summer and 
early demand recovery after a 

bruising FY26 marked by erratic weather, 
raw material inflation, supply-chain dis-
ruptions and weak operating leverage.

“We remain cautiously optimistic about 
the prospects for FY27,” Nikhil Sohoni, 
chief financial officer, Blue Star Ltd, said 
during the company’s Q4 earnings call, 
while cautioning that rising input costs 
and volatile exchange rates would make 
managing margins challenging.

Expectations of a stronger summer 
have lifted sentiment, helped by a weak 
FY26 base and demand strength in 
March–May. March was one of Voltas’s 
highest-ever sales months, while April 
and May also saw strong dealer-level sales.

The India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast a harsher summer and 
below-normal monsoon amid emerging 
El Niño conditions. Last week, it said heat-
wave conditions were likely to intensify 
across large parts of north-west, central 
and western India over the coming days.

For consumer durables 
makers, however, demand 
remains closely tied to vola-
tile weather patterns that 
have repeatedly disrupted 
sales in recent years.

India’s heating, ventilation 
and air-conditioning market 
is projected to grow about 15% 
annually, with residential air conditioner 
sales expected to reach 30 million units by 
2030, according to industry estimates.

Blue Star posted 3.5% year-on-year rise 
in FY26 consolidated income to ₹12,463.9 
crore, but net profit fell to ₹527.3 crore 
from ₹591.3 crore a year ago. Voltas posted 
a sharper slowdown, with total income 
falling to ₹14,483 crore from ₹15,737 crore 

in FY25, while net profit dropped to ₹370 
crore from ₹834 crore.

At Havells India, FY26 revenue rose 
3.4% to ₹22,527.8 crore, while consoli-
dated net profit climbed about 14.5% to 
nearly ₹1,690 crore. But Lloyd, Havells’ 
home appliances business, saw stress, 
with its revenue declining 23% after a 35% 
growth in FY25. The segment reported a 

loss of ₹214 crore against a profit of ₹117 
crore in FY25. For full FY26, Crompton 
Greaves Consumer Electricals reported 
consolidated revenue of ₹8,095.52 crore, 
up from ₹7,864.08 crore in FY25. 

However, the firm posted consolidated 
net loss of ₹230.76 crore, against net profit 
of ₹564.08 crore in the previous fiscal.

The downturn was driven by a combi-

nation of erratic weather, regulatory 
changes, commodity inflation and supply-
chain disruption, which together 
squeezed margins across room air-condi-
tioner (RAC) makers and broader electri-
cal appliance companies.

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency tight-
ened energy-efficiency standards in Janu-
ary, forcing AC makers to upgrade com-

ponents and absorb higher 
costs alongside rising raw 
material prices.

Consumer durables firms 
are highly exposed to input-
cost swings, as raw materials 
like copper, aluminium and 
components, form a signifi-
cant share of costs while com-

petitive pressure limits how quickly price 
hikes can be passed on. “I've not seen this 
kind of price escalation in the recent past,” 
said Anil Rai Gupta, chairman of Havells 
India in the Q4 analyst call in April. “Usu-
ally it happens, but it is not so steep and 
not across all product categories.”

For an extended version of this story, go 
tolivemint.com.

HEATWAVE BOOST

RISING prices of 
copper, aluminium 
and components 
to pressure margins 
across categories

INDIA’S AC market 
to grow 15% annually, 
with residential AC 
sales reaching 30 mn 
units by 2030

THE IMD forecast 
a harsher summer 
and below-normal 
monsoon due to 
El Niño conditions

Vaeshnavi Kasthuril, 

Priyamvada C & 

Sowmya Ramasubramanian

BENGALURU/MUMBAI

T
he ₹3-per-litre rise in 
petrol and diesel prices 
is expected to increase 

supply chain costs across 
India, with logistics, quick 
commerce and consumer 
goods companies preparing 
for higher transport and deliv-
ery expenses amid weak 
demand and rising input costs.

Several companies Mint 
spoke to, including MilkyMist, 
iD Fresh Food, BigBasket, Zip-
pee, The Organic World, Cold-
Star and StoveKraft, warned 

that prolonged high fuel prices 
could force them to rethink 
pricing strategies.

If fuel prices remain ele-
vated for several quarters, 
companies across 
sectors  may 
tighten free-de-
livery thresholds, 
reduce discount-
ing, increase 
minimum order 
values, and limit 
ultra-fast deliver-
ies in lower-den-
sity areas, experts 
and industry executives said.

According to Vijay Kumar of 
Express Industry Council of 
India (EICI), an industry body 
representing Indian courier 

companies and express logis-
tics sector, long-haul trucking 
will be among the first seg-
ments to feel the impact, fol-
lowed by the broader road 

transport net-
work as diesel 
remains a key 
component in 
freight move-
ment. 

“There will be a 
cost that will 
come in because 
fuel is critical to 
o u r  f l y i n g 

power,” said the EICI CEO.
Several logistics companies 

operating in long-distance 
freight transportation have 
limited ability to offset costs 

immediately as they are heavily 
dependent on fossil fuels, he 
added. The fuel hikes also come 
at a difficult time for micro, 
small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) and exporters, which 
are already grappling with 
broader cost pressures.

Madhav Kasturia, chief 
executive of logistics firm Zip-
pee, said, “Fuel contributes 
20-30% of last-mile logistics 
operating expenses depending 
on delivery density and vehi-
cle mix.” Such a price hike at 
scale would create a meaning-
ful operational impact, Kastu-
ria added.

k.vaeshnavi@livemint.com
For an extended version of 

this story, go to livemint.com.

Fuel hike to hit logistics, qcomm margins

The ₹3-per-litre 
fuel price hike is 

expected to raise 
transport and 

delivery costs for 
all sectors amid 

rising input costs

said Sumit Singh, senior vice 
president and head of product 
at Lava International. “This 
move will particularly benefit 
users at the grassroots level, 
irrespective of their handset 
brands.”

In India, the feature phone 
to smartphone conversion has 
slowed. People are holding on 
as the delta between feature 
phones and a good entry level 
smartphone has reached an all 
time high. By opening 4G fea-
ture phone plans to users of 
other operators, Jio will be 
able to increase its user base in 
a market which is still a sizable 
chunk,” said Tarun Pathak, 
research director at Counter-
point Research.

Estimates from Counter-
point Research shows India’s 
feature phone base of around 
220 million users, of which the 
installed base of 4G feature 
phones was at 35-40 million. 
HMD holds more than 70% 
share of the 4G feature phone 
market, while JioBharat devi-
ces account for around 17%.

“While the move will make 
Jio lose device lock-in advan-
tages, it can still tap in more 
subscribers with its cheaper 
4G feature phone offers,” said 
Faisal Kawoosa, chief analyst 
at market research firm 
Techarc, adding that any loss 
in handset revenue would 
likely be marginal as the com-
pany’s primary objective was 
to gain 4G subscribers.

For an extended version of 
this story, go to livemint.com.

phones are now available from 
₹699 onwards across models, 
the company’s website said.

“JioBharat is continuing in 
the market and the company 
has now discontinued the Jio-
Phone, with only some older 
models remaining. The com-
pany will also reach out to 
other 4G feature phone mak-
ers to have their devices inte-
grated with Jio systems for tar-
iff plans availability,” one of 
the two people, cited above 
said, seeking anonymity.

Jio introduced pricing for its 
4G feature phone plans at ₹123 

for 28 days, offer-
ing 0.5 GB of data 
per day, unlim-
ited voice calls 
and 300 SMSes, 
the firm’s website 
showed.

In comparison, 
rival operators’ 
entry-level 4G 
pricing starts at 

₹199. This year, Vodafone Idea 
introduced an offer in partner-
ship with HMD Global under 
which new users buying select 
HMD and Nokia feature phone 
models get 2 GB of data and 
unlimited calls at ₹140 per 
month, subject to a mandatory 
first recharge within 30 days of 
SIM activation.

“The decision to open Jio’s 
4G feature phone plans to 
users of other operators is a 
significant step towards mak-
ing network access more equi-
table across the entire 4G fea-
ture phone consumer base,” 

Jatin Grover

jatin.grover@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

T
elecom firm Reliance Jio 
has opened its low-cost 
4G feature phone plans 

to rival devices after the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of 
India (Trai) flagged device-
specific tariffs as ‘discrimina-
tory’, said people aware of the 
matter and changes seen on 
the company’s website.

Analysts said the move 
could widen Reliance Jio’s 
reach among feature phone 
users while weakening a key 
customer lock-in advantage. It 
will allow users of 4G keypad 
phones from brands such as 
Nokia, Lava and itel to access 
Jio’s low-cost recharge plans, 
earlier limited to JioBharat 
and JioPhone devices.

The move follows Trai’s 
March directive asking Jio to 
stop some tariff practices that  
violated transparency norms 
and disadvantaged consum-
ers. “(D)evice-specific tariffs 
are treated as discriminatory 
and disadvantageous to  users 
as offered tariff plans can be 
accessed only on purchase of  a 
particular make 
or technology 
device,” Trai said.

Jio communi-
cated compliance 
with Trai’s 24 
March directions 
to the regulator a 
few weeks ago, 
according to two 
people aware of 
the matter. Trai is reviewing 
the company’s response.

Queries emailed to Trai and 
Jio on 11 May did not elicit any 
response till press time.

JioBharat and JioPhone are 
low-cost 4G feature phones 
from Jio that come bundled 
with special recharge plans. 
The company launched its 
first 4G feature phone, Jio-
Phone, in 2017 with a refunda-
ble security deposit of ₹1,500 
to drive migration from 2G to 
4G networks. In 2023, it 
launched the upgraded JioB-
harat for ₹999. JioBharat 

Jio widens feature phone 
strategy after Trai directive

Users of 4G keypad phones from brands such as Nokia, Lava and 

itel can now access Reliance Jio’s low-cost recharge plans. MINT

Analysts said the 
move could 

expand Jio’s reach 
among feature 

phone users but 
weaken customer 
lock-in advantage

Difficult year for durables makers
Volatile raw material prices have forced companies to take 
multiple price hikes.

*Segment results
Sources: Company presentations

Net pro�t (₹ crore) FY25 FY26

591

834

117

564

527

370

-214

-230

Bluestar

Voltas

Lloyd
(part of Havells)*

Crompton Greaves
Consumer Electricals
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नोएडा?में?महश्षि?ट्रसट?की?
जमीन?मामले?में?छापेमारी
िोएडा,+प्रमुख+संवाददाता।!सेकटर-
110!टसथत!महनर्ज!आश्रम!के!टसट!की!
जमीि!के!फज्षी!कािजात!तै्ार!कर!
बेचिे!के!मामले!में!पवत्जि!निदेशाल्!
(ईडी)!िे!शुकवार!को!अलि-अलि!
जिह!छापेमारी!की।!आश्रम!की!जमीि!
पर!अवैध!इमारतें!िडी!हो!चुकी!हैं।!!
सूतों!के!अिुसार,!ईडी!् ह!जांच!कर!

रही!है!नक!सौदे!में!नकि-नकि!लोिों!और!
कंपनि्ों!की!भूनमका!रही।!जांच!एजेंसी!
िे!िोएडा!में!सेकटर-110!और!105,!
नदलली!में!िारा्ण! नवहार!और!उत्तर!
नदलली!के!बुराडी!इलाके!में!कई!नठकािों!
पर! टसपररचुअल! रीजेिेरेशि! मूवमेंट!
फाउंडशेि! ऑफ! इंनड्ा! टसट! की!
जमीिों! की! कनथत! फज्षी! नबकी! क!े

मामल!े में! कार्जवाई! की।! कई! अहम!
दसतावेज!और!नडनजटल!ररकॉड्ट!जबत!
नकए!िए।!ईडी!िे!संबनंधत!लोिों!की!
कपंिी! के! बैंक! िातों,! नफकसड!
नडपॉनजट!और!लॉकरों!पर!रोक!लिा!दी।!
इसक!ेअलावा!लगजरी!कारों!को!भी!
जबत!नक्ा।!!
जािकारी!के!मुतानबक!महनर्ज!आश्रम!

की!करीब!3.36!हेकटे्र!जमीि!बेच!दी!
िई।!इस!जमीि!की!कीमत!33!करोड!
61!लाि!रुप्े!थी,!जो!16!करोड!रुप्े!
में!बेची!िई।!जी.राम!चंद्र!मोहि!और!
आकाश! मालवी्! को! मुख्!
सानजशकता्ज!मािा!ि्ा!है।!!आरोप!ह!ै
नक!इि!दोिों!िे!फज्षी!कािजात!और!
अन्!चीजें!तै्ार!की।

सुपरटेक�से�जुडे�सौदों�में�
समममि�की�मंजूरी�जरूरी

सशमशि?ने?कहा-शनदेिक?मंडल?की?अनुमशि?मानय?नहीं

िई+नदल्ी,+एिेंसी।!सुपीम!कोट्ट!दारा!
नि्ुकत!एक!अनधकार!पापत!सनमनत!िे!
एक!साव्जजनिक!िोनटस!जारी!नक्ा!है।!
इसमें!कहा!ि्ा!नक!िोएडा!में!सुपरटेक!
रर्लटस्ज!की! नकसी! भी! परर्ोजिा! में!
रर्ल!एसटेट!सौदे!के!नलए!पैिल!से!पहले!
स!ेअिुमनत!लेिा!जरूरी!है।!
इस! महीि!े की! शरुुआत! में,!

अनधकार! पापत! सनमनत! ि!े सुपरटेक!
रर्लटस्ज! पाइवटे! नलनमटेड!
(एसआरपीएल)! की! परर्ोजिा! में!
्ूनि्स!की!नबकी!् ा!टांसफर!पर!रोक!
से!जुडा!एक!साव्जजनिक!िोनटस!जारी!
नक्ा!था।!सुपरटेक!रर्लटस्ज!,!िोएडा!
के!सेकटर!94!में!‘सुपरिोवा’!िाम!से!
एक! नमकसड-्ूज! रर्ल! एसटटे!
परर्ोजिा! बिा! रहा! ह,ै! नजसमें!
ररहा्शी,!कमनश्ज्ल,!ऑनफस!सपेस,!
सटूनड्ो!अपाट्टमेंट,!सनव्जस!अपाट्टमेंट!
और! शॉनपंि! सेंटर! शानमल! हैं।! इस!
पोजेकट! में! करीब! 2,800! पॉपट्षी!
िरीदार!फंसे!हुए!हैं।!!
िोनटस!में!ित!वर्ज! नदसंबर!में!बिी!

सनमनत! ि!े घर! िरीदारों,! आवनंट्ों,!
संभानवत!िरीदारों,!निवेशकों!और!आम!
जिता!सनहत!सभी!संबंनधत!लोिों!को!
बता्ा!है!नक!एसआरपीएल!परर्ोजिा!
में! नकसी! भी! ्ूनिट! की! नबकी,!
सथािांतरण,!हसतांतरण!् ा!नकसी!तीसरे!
पक!क!ेअनधकारों!के!निमा्जण!क!ेनलए!
पहले!से!नलनित!मंजूरी!लेिा!जरूरी!ह।ै

श्रशमक?शहंसा?के?दो?आरोशपयों???
को?पेि?करें?:?सुपीम?कोट्ट
िई+ नदल्ी,+ नवशेष+ संवाददाता।+
सुपीम!कोट्ट!िे!शुकवार!को!उत्तर!पदेश!
सरकार!को!13!अपैल!को!िोएडा!में!हुए!
श्रनमक!पदश्जि!के!दौराि!नहंसा!भडकाि!े
के!आरोप!में!निरफतार!दो!आरोनप्ों!को!
पेश!करिे!का!निद्देश!नद्ा।!शीर्ज!अदालत!
िे!आरोनप्ों!की!ओर!से!निरफतारी!के!बाद!
स!ेपतानडत! नकए!जािे!के!आरोपों!को!
िंभीरता!से!लेते!हुए!् ह!निद्देश!नद्ा।!
जटसटस!बीवी!िािरता!और!उज्जल!

भुइ्ां!की!पीठ!िे!उत्तर!पदेश!सरकार!की!
ओर!से!पेश!अनधवकता!को!निद्देश!नद्ा!
नक!मामले!में!निरफतार!नकए!िए!आनदत्!
आिंद!और!रूपेश!रॉ्!को!18!मई!को!
भोजिावकाश!के!बाद!अदालत!में!पेश!
नक्ा! जाए।! पीठ! िे!आरोपी!आनदत्!

आिंद!के!भाई!केशव!आिंद!की!ओर!से!
दानिल!्ानचका!पर!सुिवाई!क!ेदौराि!
्ह!निद्देश!नद्ा।!आरोप!लिा्ा!ि्ा!नक!
आनदत्!को!पुनलस!अनधकारर्ों!दारा!
पतानडत!नक्ा!जा!रहा!है।!
! ्ानचकाकता्ज! की!ओर! से! वररषठ!

अनधवकता!कोनलि!िोंजाटलवस!ि!ेकहा!
नक!इंजीनि्र!आनदत्!बचों!के!नलए!एक!
पसुतकाल्!भी!चलाता!है।!उत्तर!पदशे!
सरकार!की!ओर!से!पेश!हुए!अनधवकता!
िे!आरोपों!को!बेबुनि्ाद!बता्ा।

फैसला

n याशिका?में?पिाशडि?करने?
का?आरोप?लिाया?िया?

n उत्तर?पदेि?सरकार?ने?
इसे?बेबुशनयाद?बिाया?

खरीदार?
सुपरनोवा??

पररयोजना?में?लंबे?समय?से??
फंसे?हुए?हैं

2800
शदसंबर?में?
सुपीम?

कोट्ट?ने?मामले?के?शनपटारे?के?
शलए?सशमशि?िशिि?की
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सौदा�अमानय�माना�जाएगा�
बोर्ड@ऑफ@रायरेकटर्स@का@कोई@भी@पिछला@
प्रस्ाव,@जो@यूपिटर@की@पबकी@या@टांरफर@को@
मंजूरी@दे्ा@हो,@16@पदरंबर,@2025@रे@मानय@
िहीं@होगा।@िोपटर@में@कहा@गया@पक@िैिल@की@
िहले@रे@पलपि्@मंजूरी@के@पबिा@पकया@गया@
कोई@भी@रौदा@शुरू@रे@ही@अमानय@मािा@
जाएगा।@इरमें@आगे@कहा@गया@पक@कोई@भी@
वयकक्@यपद@इर@अिपिकृ्@रौदे@में@शापमल@
हो्ा@ह,ै@वह@अििे@जोपिम@िर@ऐरा@करेगा।@

सककूल?बस?कैंटर?से?
टकराई,?बचे?घायल
रेवाड़ी।! नदलली-ज्परु! हाईव!े टसथत!
िावं!िनल्ावास!के!पास!टूर!पर!िुरुगाम!
आ! रह!े बचों!की! सकलू!बस!सडक!
नकिारे!िडे!कैंटर!से!टकरा!िई।!शुकवार!
को!हएु!हादस!ेमें!13!बचे!और!दोिों!
वाहिों!के!चालक!चोनटल!हो!िए।!!!
राजसथाि! क!े बहरोड! टसथत! राठ!

इटंरिेशिल!सकूल!की!बस!बचों!क!े
साथ!िुरुगाम!के!नलए!रवािा!हुई।!जब!
बस!िनल्ावास!क!े पास! पहुंची! तो!
कैंटर!स!ेटकरा!िई।!राहिीरों!िे!बचों!को!
बस!से!निकाला!और!पुनलस!को!सूचिा!
दी।! पुनलस! ि!े घा्ल! बस! चालक!
सहीराम,!घा्ल!कैंटर!चालक!अिुज!
नसंह!और!कुछ!घा्ल!बचों!को!रेवाडी!
के!टामा!सेंटर!भेजा।!पाथनमक!उपचार!
के!बाद!बचों!को!घर!भेज!नद्ा!ि्ा!और!
घा्ल!चालकों!का!इलाज!जारी!है।!

शलफट?देकर?लूटने?
वाला?शिरोह?पकडा
िोएडा।!कार!में!नलफट!देिे!के!बहािे!
लोिों!के!साथ!मारपीट!कर!लूटिे!वाले!
निरोह!के!सरििा!समेत!पांच!बदमाशों!
को! सेकटर-39! थाि!े की! पनुलस! ि!े
शुकवार! को! निरफतार! कर! नल्ा।!
आरोनप्ों!से!कार,!तमंचा!और!चाक!ू
बरामद!हुआ!है।!
आरोपी! लोिों! से! ्पूीआई! और!

एटीएम!के!जररए!रुप्े!भी!टांसफर!करा!
लेत!ेथे।!इिकी!पहचाि!िसीम!अली,!
अनभरेक! कुमार,! नववके,! कानत्जक!
ठाकुर!और!मिोज!कुमार!के!रूप!में!हुई!
है।! पनुलस! पूछताछ! में!आरोनप्ों! ि!े
बता्ा!नक!वे!एिसीआर!केत!में!घूमकर!
ऐसे!लोिों!को!निशािा!बिाते!थे,!नजनहें!
रात!के!सम्!वाहि!की!जरूरत!होती!
थी।!वे!लोिों!को!लूटिे!क!ेबाद!सुिसाि!
इलाके!में!छोडकर!फरार!हो!जाते!थे।

छात्र?को?जलाने?की?कोशिि
गानि्ाबाद,+वररषठ+संवाददाता।+
नवज्ििर! थािाकेत! क!े नमजा्जपुर! में!
टूशि! पढ़ि!े जा! रह!े एक! छात! को!
जवलिशील! पदाथ्ज! डालकर! नजंदा!
जलाि!े की! कोनशश! की! िई।! चीि!
सुिकर!लोिों!ि!ेउस!ेबचा्ा।!झुलस!े
छात!को!असपताल!में!भत्षी!करा्ा!ि्ा।!!
नमजा्जपुर! निवासी! अिलाक! िे!

नवज्ििर!थाि!ेमें! नशका्त!की!नक!
उिका!बटेा!सानदक!12!मई!की!शाम!

टूशि!क!ेनलए!निकला!था।!रासत!ेमें!
उमर!के!बेटे!िे!धकका!मार!नद्ा!और!
िाली-िलौज!शुरू!कर!दी।!आरोपी!!घर!
से!जवलिशील!पदाथ्ज!लेकरआ्ा!और!
सानदक!क!ेऊपर!डाल!आि!लिा!दी।!
कुछ!ही!सेकेंड!में!उसके!कपडों!िे!आि!
पकड!ली!और!लपटें!तेज!हो!िईं।!चीि!
सुिकर!आसपास!के!लोि!मौके!की!ओर!
दौडे!और!पािी,!कंबल!और!कपडों!की!
मदद!से!आि!बुझाई।!

सवेानिवतृ्त+ न्ा्ाधीश+पर+कसे+ :+ +
भोपाल! में! सवेानिवतृ्त! न्ा्ाधीश!
निरीबाला!नसंह!और!उिके!वकील!बेटे!
क!ेनिलाफ!दहजे!हत्ा!का!कसे!दज्ज!
नक्ा!ि्ा!है।!सेवानिवृत्त!न्ा्ाधीश!की!
बहू!िोएडा!निवासी!33!वर्षी्!ट्वशा!
शमा्ज!का!शव!फंदे!से!लटका!नमला!था।!
ट्वशा!!क!े!पररजिों!िे!ससरुानल्ों!पर!
हत्ा!का!आरोप!लिा्ा!था।
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U¿FÊ 2026 IZY d»FE dQ½¹FFa¦Fþ³FûÔ IZY ÀFVFd¢°FIYSX¯F IZY d»FE SXF¿MÑXe¹F ´FbSXÀIYFSXûÔ IZY d»FE

kAFG³F»FFB³Fl ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ AFUZQ³F AF¸FadÂF°F IYSX³FF
U¿FÊ 2026 IZY d»FE dQ½¹FFa¦Fþ³FûÔ IZY ÀFVFd¢°FIYSX¯F WXZ°Fb SXF¿MÑXe¹F ´FbSXÀIYFSXûÔ IZY d»FE AFUZQ³F/³FF¸FFaIY³F ´FiF~ IYSX³FZ
IZY d»FE SXF¿MÑXe¹F ´FbSXÀIYFSX ´FûMXÊ»F 15 ¸FBÊ, 2026 ÀFZ 31 þb»FFBÊ, 2026 °FIY Jb»FF SXWXZ¦FFÜ BÀFIYF dUUSX¯F
d³F¸³FF³FbÀFFSX WX`:
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dIY¹FF þFE¦FFÜ
3. U¿FÊ 2026 IZY d»FE AFUZQ³F IZYU»F SXF¿MÑXe¹F ´FbSXÀIYFSX ´FûMXÊ»F (www.awards.gov.in) ´FSX AFG³F»FFB³F

þ¸FF dIY¹FF þF³FF WX`Ü ³FF¸FFaIY³F ¸FZÔ CX´FSXû¢°F ´FûMXÊ»F ´FSX CX´F»F¶²F ´FiFøY´F ¸FZÔ d³FdQÊá ÀF·Fe ´FiFÀFad¦FIY dUUSX¯F
VFFd¸F»F WXû³FZ ¨FFdWXE, dþÀF¸FZÔ CX»»FZJ³Fe¹F AüSX ´FiZSXIY CX´F»Fd¶²F¹FûÔ IYû À´Fá øY´F ÀFZ VFFd¸F»F dIY¹FF þF³FF
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Ad³FUF¹FÊ WX`Ü
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