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The drone industry has
flagged the presence of more
than 50,000 illegally impor-
ted or non-compliant photo-
graphy and agricultural
spraying drones being sold
and operated across the
country, while seeking strin-
gent enforcement measures
to address the issue.

In a letter to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
which was reviewed by busi-
nessline, the Drone Federa-
tion India (DFI) said illegal
imports and non-compliant
drones were creating an un-
even playing field for compli-
ant Indian manufacturers as
well as raising safety and se-
curity concerns.

According to the DFI, agri-
cultural drones are being
sold without type certifica-
tion, registration, verified
safety features and appropri-
ate training.

NO RESTRICTIONS

It flagged cases of drones
carrying payloads exceeding

10 kg without the altitude
and range restrictions ap-
plicable to certified drones. 

The industry body said il-
legal imports were being fa-
cilitated through misdeclar-
ation, incorrect classifica-
tion and fragmented imports
of components across mul-
tiple consignments, followed
by domestic assembly.

Besides, the DFI said com-
mercial drones were being
misclassified under HSN
9503 as toys to escape HSN
8806 import restrictions,

type certification and regis-
tration requirements. Non-
compliant drones were being
sold through physical mar-
kets, e-commerce platforms
and social media channels, it
said.

“The principal gap lies in
enforcement rather than le-
gislation,” the DFI said.

COORDINATED ACTION 

Consequently, the federa-
tion has proposed coordin-
ated enforcement by the Dir-
ectorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), with sup-
port from local law enforce-
ment agencies, to identify
large resellers of illegally im-
ported cinematography and
agricultural spraying drones,
confiscate their goods, im-
pose penalties and publicly
disclose such action to deter
other stakeholders.

Further, the DFI proposed
that the DGCA suspend ap-
provals or debar applicants
and common promoters who
deliberately misdeclare the
country of origin of drone
components during type cer-

tification. On the policy
front, the industry body pro-
posed a minimum 50 per
cent indigenous-content re-
quirement for type certifica-
tion, with the requirement
increasing by 5-7 per cent
annually.

IMPORT BAN

The DFI also sought a ban on
imports of non-critical com-
ponents such as airframes
and landing gear, and a 50 per
cent increase in import duty
on critical components, in-
cluding avionics, navigation
modules, flight controllers,
communication modules,
payloads, batteries, motors,
propellers and electronic
speed controllers.

Additionally, the industry
body asked the government
to remove the exemption
that allows commercial
drones to be declared as elec-
tric toys. 

The federation said the
measures would help
strengthen indigenous man-
ufacturing, ensure a level
playing field for compliant
domestic manufacturers and
safeguard national security.

Industry body flags over 50,000 illegal
or non-compliant drones in India
POLICY REFORM. Drone Federation India seeks stringent enforcement measures

Rohit Vaid

New Delhi

According to the
DFI, agricultural
drones are being
sold without type
certification

India is one among the top
five global markets for mech-
anical engineering talent,
with its capabilities increas-
ingly to the level of compet-
ing with China, according to
Thomas Costabile, Execut-
ive Director & CEO, Amer-
ican Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME), a New
York-based not-for-profit
professional engineering
organisation.

Speaking to businessline

ahead of the global body’s In-
ternational Mechanical En-
gineering Congress & Expos-
ition (IMECE) conference in
Chennai on Thursday, with
the theme “Engineering a
Sustainable Future,” Costa-
bile said the organisation’s
decision to bring its premier
conference to India was
driven by the depth of re-
search and engineering tal-
ent in the country. “For the
first time in a long time, In-
dia is now competing with
China. And that’s a signific-
ant note,” he said.

IMECE this year is struc-
tured around four strategic
pillars of energy, mobility,
manufacturing and digital-
isation, and is expected to
bring together 3,000+ deleg-
ates, 500+ speakers, and 50+

exhibitors. Costabile is pre-
dicting that the most popu-
lar sessions would be those
examining the use of AI in
engineering.

India’s growing ambitions
in nuclear energy and
aerospace are also creating
opportunities for the coun-
try’s engineering ecosystem,

he said, noting that he was
encouraged by the nuclear
energy plans and believed
the country’s target was
achievable.

‘India among top 5 hubs for mechanical engineering talent’
Sindhu Hariharan

Chennai
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