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Red Fort blast stretch reopens for traffic MCD getsz175 cr

Traffic resumed on Netaji Subhash Marg after days of curbs following the blast, Lal Qila Metro gates also reopened

MCD workers clean the spot where a blast took place near the Red Fort (left). People commute on Netaji Subhash Marg following its reopening on Saturday | swexkwar vaoav

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Delhi

From 1pm on Saturday, the carriageways and service roads of Netaji

DAYS after the Red Fort blast,
the stretch on Netaji Subhash
Marg where the incident took
place reopened for traffic move-
ment on Saturday after being
cleared, the officials said.

A senior Delhi Police officer
said that since November 11,
due to operational require-
ments, traffic restrictions and
diversions were imposed on
both the carriageways and
service roads of Netaji Sub-
hash Marg, from Chatta Rail
cut to Subhash Marg cut.

“From 1 pm on Saturday, both
the carriageways and service
roads along the mentioned
stretch of Netaji Subhash Marg
have been reopened for vehicu-
lar movement,” the officer said.

Delhi takes fire
safety certificate
renewal online

ANUP VERMA @ New Delhi

THE Delhi government has in-
troduced a fully online system
for renewing Fire Safety Cer-
tificates, aiming to strengthen
the ‘Ease of Doing Business’
environment in the national
capital. The new platform
makes the entire process digit-
al, paperless and citizen-friend-
1y, requiring only four basic de-
tails for renewal.

Fire Clearance Certificates
for commercial establishments
(valid for three years) and resi-
dential buildings (valid for five
years) can now be renewed
seamlessly through the portal.
Applicants only need to provide
the premises address, PAN
number, CA number on the
electricity bill, and the previous
certificate number. The rest of
the procedure is handled by the
department. The mandatory
annual self-certification can
also be submitted online.

Previously, the renewal proc-
ess was fully manual, often
causing delays, repeated visits
to DFS offices, hard-copy sub-
missions and lack of transpar-
ency. The new system elimi-
nates these issues by enabling
users to upload forms digitally.

from Chatta Rail cut to Subhash Marg cut have been

reopened for vehicular movement — Senior Delhi Police officer

Commuters have been advised
that they can now use the
stretch as per their destina-
tions, the official added.

Additionally, two gates of
the Lal Qila Metro Sta-
tion, which had been
closed after the blast
shattered the station’s
glass panels, have also
been reopened. In a
post on X, the DMRC
said, “Red Fort metro sta-
tion gate numbers 2 and 3 are
now open for commuters, re-
storing partial access that had
been suspended as part of secu-
rity measures following the
incident.”

The explosion on Monday
evening near the Red Fort had
prompted an immediate lock-
down of the surrounding area,
with enhanced checks and

movement restrictions in
place for several days as
agencies conducted in-
vestigations. The reo-
pening of the two gates
is expected to ease pe-
destrian movement, espe-
cially for tourists and trad-

ers in the nearby markets.

Delhi Police has also com-
piled a list of vehicles that were
present near the blast site and
the parking lot where the i20 car
exploded. The owners and driv-

A decade after Akhlaq
lynching, UP to withdraw
cases against all accused

NAMITA BAIPAI

AFTER almost a decade, in a
significant move, the Uttar
Pradesh government has de-
cided to withdraw the case
against the accused in the
Dadri lynching. Mohammad
Akhlag, 50, was lynched in 2015
over rumours of alleged cow
slaughter and storing its meat
at his home in Dadri’s Bisada
village in Greater Noida.

The withdrawal application,
issued by the state in Akhlaq’s
case, was filed before the court
on October 15, said Gautam
Buddha Nagar Additional Dis-
trict Government Counsel
(ADGC), Bhag Singh Bhati.
“The court is yet to pass an or-
der on the plea and has sched-
uled the hearing for December,”
said Bhati.

He added that it was for the
court to decide whether the
case would be withdrawn or
not. Until then, the trial would
continue. “So far, the testimony
of the first prosecution witness
— the complainant and the de-
ceased’s daughter, Shaista — is
underway,” Bhati added. He
also said that all 15 accused

were currently out on bail.
Akhlag and his son Danish
had faced the mob’s wrath on
September 28, 2015, following
an announcement from the vil-
lage temple that he had slaugh-
tered a cow.Akhlaq died at a
Noida hospital, while Danish
survived after undergoing ma-
Jor surgery to correct a head
injury inflicted by mobsters.
Fifteen persons, including
Vishal Rana, son of a local BJP
leader, and his cousin Shivam,
were charge-sheeted as the
main conspirators. The meat
recovered from Akhlag’s house
was also sent for forensic ex-
amination, and the report had
stated that it belonged to a “cow
or its progeny”. Akhlag’s fam-
ily, however, had alleged that
the samples were switched.

ers of these vehicles will be
questioned on whether they saw
anyone suspicious before the in-
cident. The photograph of main
accused Umar Nabi will also be
shown to them during the in-
quiry, the offiical said.

Chandni Chowk, one of Del-
hi’s busiest markets—particu-
larly for wedding shopping—
may have had a large number
of vehicles present at the time,
police said. Investigators aim to
determine what the accused,
who was behind the wheel dur-
ing the explosion, was doing in
the three hours between enter-
ing and exiting the parking lot.

Thirteen people died and six
others were injured after the
explosion in the i20 car near
the Red Fort on Monday
evening.

PMI0 largely driving city’

Faridabad police
intensify checks
amid high alert

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

AMID a high alert, the Crime
Branch and local police teams
of the Faridabad Police are
conducting an intensive check-
ing drive across police station
limits. The campaign includes
verification of tenants, ferti-

liser and seed shops, guest
houses, hotels, residents from
Jammu and Kashmir, and indi-
viduals involved in buying and
selling old vehicles, officials
said on Saturday:

A police spokesperson said
the Faridabad Police has so far
checked around 140 mosques,
1,700 tenants, 40 fertiliser and
seed shops, about 200 guest
houses and hotels, nearly 100
old-vehicle dealers, and over 500
individuals from Jammu and
Kashmir.

He added that the District
Magistrate, Faridabad, has is-
sued orders to strengthen secu-
rity arrangements. These orders
mandate tenant verification,
maintaining records of people
staying in hotels, guest houses,
dharamshalas and hospitals,
and installing high-quality
CCTV cameras with a minimum
recording capacity of 30 days.

for waste

disposal,

more funds soon

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Delhi

THE Delhi government is mak-
ing every effort to strengthen
sanitation in the national capi-
tal and has provided a special
assistance of %175 crore to the
MCD for garbage disposal, Ur-
ban Development Minister
Ashish Sood said on Saturday.
Duringan inspection of sanita-
tion work in West Delhi’s Vish-
nu Garden, Sood said the gov-
ernment is considering
allocating additional funds to
the civic body to ensure better
cleanliness.

Acting on the instructions of
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta,
the Delhi government released
%175 crore to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi to clear
pending payments of contrac-
tors engaged in garbage collec-
tion, he said. “We will move a
Cabinet note for additional
funds to the MCD. Every possi-
ble help will be extended to the
civic body for a neat and clean
Delhi,” he added.

The minister claimed that
during the last two-and-a-half
years of the AAP’s tenure in
the MCD, the city’s sanitation
system was derailed due to “im-
proper contracts and misman-
agement”. He said the govern-
ment is working to resolve

s pollution

surge, 62 hotspots identified: Sirsa

IFRAH MUFTI @New Delhi

DELHI Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on Sat-
urday said the capital is wit-
nessing high pollution levels
mainly due to PM10 emissions
from construction activity,
dusty roads and traffic conges-
tion, and that the government is
intensifying efforts to identify
and address hotspots.

Sirsa said the sanitation sys-
tems and road conditions re-
quire “a lot of work”, adding
that gaps in local upkeep were
significantly contributing to
deteriorating air quality.

“The major reason for pollu-
tion in Delhi is PM10, which
largely comes from construc-
tion sites, dust on roads and
several other factors. We have
identified 62 hotspots where
traffic or dust are the main
causes, and we are working on
them,” he said.

He explained that “PM10
CAQM” refers to PM10 man-
agement by the Commission
for Air Quality Management,
which implements measures
under the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP). These in-
clude restrictions on construc-
tion and industrial activity,

Mothers whose passion did not fade with time

CHITRA, Jyothi, and Kancha-
na—their mothers in their fif-
ties proved that passion does
not fade with time but grows
deeper. As young dancers
stepped on the stage for their
Arangetram (debut perform-
ance after completion of train-
ing) in the Karthiayani Audito-
rium in Mayur Vihar Phase 1,
the showstopper was these
three women who chose to chal-
lenge convention, balancing
rigorous training with family
responsibilities, careers, and
the demands of daily life.

“Arangetram” is a Sanskrit
term that means “to ascend the
stage”. It marks a Bharatan-
atyam dancer’s ceremonial leap
from student to solo performer
and usually lasts two to three
hours. It is the moment they
first claim the stage entirely on
their own, showcasing years of
rigorous training.

The Arangetram on Saturday
also featuring teenage dancers,
under the guidance of Guru Ni-
sha Rani of the Thillana School
of Dance and Music, was more
than a debut. It was the culmi-
nation of a journey rooted in
perseverance, self-belief, and a
determination to honour long-

The dancer mothers with their guru Nisha Rani (second from left) | exeress

More than adebut: A

to honour

The Arangetram on Saturday featuring teenage dancers, under the
guidance of Guru Nisha Rani of the Thillana School of Dance and Music,
was more than a debut. It was the culmination of a journey rooted in

e, self-belief, and

nurtured dreams.

The centrepiece, titled
“Narayana Lokapalaka”, in the
Varnam genre and Reetigowla
ragam composed by Nisha
Rani, showcased their skills,
command over rhythm, and ex-
pressive depth. Their execution
of intricate jathis (beats per
rhythm) was marked by preci-
sion, while their abhinaya (ex-
pression) carried the weight of
real-life experience, adding lay-
ers of meaning that only matu-

ion to honour dreams.

rity can bring.

Each dancer brought her
own story to the stage. Kancha-
na—an entrepreneur, mother
of two, and writer —began her
formal training in her 40s.

Jyothilakshmi, who rediscov-
ered her childhood passion dec-
ades later, resumed training at
46. She has been a consistent
participant in Thillana School’s
cultural programmes, channel-
ling her discipline and devotion
into every performance.

Amother of two sons --she is
also a trained nursery teacher
and has taught Malayalam to
students in DMA. She has also
excelled in embroidery, stitch-
ing, artificial jewellery making
and arts and crafts.

Chitra, who transitioned
from a distinguished corporate
career to dance, has been nur-
turing her passion since 2019. A
student of both Bharatanatyam
and Kuchipudi, she completed
her third-year Prayag Sangeet
Samiti exam, embodying the
belief that dance is a form of
devotion. Chitra is alsoa moth-
er of two children.

The event was not just a per-
formance but a sacred offering
of dance to the divine, often ac-
companied by live Carnatic
music. Supporting the perform-
ances was a live orchestra led
by Nisha Rani on nattuvangam
(vocal accompaniment), with
Vinod Kannur (vocal),
Gitesh Gopala Krishnan (mri-
dangam), and Santhanu Ko-
teeri (flute), whose synergy el-
evated every moment.

Indian classical dance has
quietly liberated women for
centuries. These three women
are no exception who has bro-
ken the societal shackles to re-
kindle their love for art.

0 i
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regulating vehicular emissions
and deploying anti-smog devic-
es when pollution levels rise.

Sirsa said the onset of winter
is worsening the situation, as
accumulated dust gradually
turns into smog. “The battle for
a clean Delhi is against 10 ma-
jor polluting factors. Stubble
burning also contributes, but
with the sowing season begin-
ning, its impact will start de-
clining,” he added.

He also noted that border ar-
eas continue to be affected by
emissions from industrial units
shifted toneighbouring regions.

PIC: SHEKHAR YADAV
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Jahagirpuri
Anand Vihar

On November 11, the capital’s
average AQI entered the ‘severe’
category for the first time this
season—a level last recorded in
December 2024. After three days
in the ‘severe’ zone, the AQI im-
proved slightly to the ‘very poor’
category on Friday.

The 13 identified hotspots in-
clude Anand Vihar, Wazirpur,
Mundka, Okhla Industrial
Area, Jahangirpuri, Narela,
Punjabi Bagh and others that
routinely record poor air qual-
ity These zones are under con-
tinuous watch by DPCC and
enforcement teams.

Saraswati claims threat to
life in jail, court seeks report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Delhi

CLEAN-UP PUSH

@ Govt releases 175 crore to
MCD to clear garbage-
___collection dues

Additional financial
support likely; Cabinet
___hote being prepared

@ Govtsays AAP's tenure
:aused sanltatlon lapses

o Ministers tasked with
on-ground monitoring
___across Delhi

Multi-level efforts
underway to upgrade
waste handling

these issues and, on the chief
minister’s direction, all minis-
ters are personally monitoring
cleanliness and sanitation
‘works across the capital.

During the inspection drive,
Sood visited several residential
and commercial areas in Ward
95 and reviewed the problems
faced by residents. He said the
government is working at mul-
tiple levels to strengthen the
sanitation system and improve
‘waste management, assuring
that citizens will see a cleaner
city in the coming days.

Two persons
killed in separate
incidents in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Delhi

TWO people were killed in sep-
arate incidents in Delhi, police
said on Saturday:

In the first case, a 23-year-old
man died after being stabbed
during a quarrel in Govindpuri
area, police said. Around 10 pm
on Friday, police received a
PCR call about a stabbing at
Pravasi Ekta Park Camp. Offic-
ers reached the spot and found
the victim in critical condition.
He was taken to the AIIMS
Trauma Centre, where he was
declared brought dead.

During the investigation, po-
lice examined the crime scene
and collected forensic evidence.
CCTV footage and field enquir-
ies helped identify those in-
volved, a senior officer said.
“During the operation, the
prime accused, Aman alias Bud-
dha (19), was apprehended. Pre-
liminary investigation suggests
the incident arose from a quar-
rel between the deceased and
the accused. Efforts are under-
‘way to trace the remaining sus-
pects,” the officer said.A case
under Sections 103(1) and 3(5) of
the BNS has been registered.

In another incident, three
people, including two juveniles,
were apprehended for Killing a
25-year-old man in northeast
Delhi’'s New Usmanpur area
over personal enmity. The vic-
tim was taken to JPC Hospital
by a friend and was declared
dead, police said.

CHAITANYANANDA Saraswati, accused of sexually harassing
16 students at a private institute in southwest Delhi, claimed be-
fore a Delhi court that his life was under threat inside Tihar Jail.
The self-styled godman and former institute chairman is in judi-
cial custody for allegedly molesting several women.

He was produced before Judicial Magistrate Animesh Kumar
on Friday after completing 14 days of custody, when he alleged
that he was not being allowed to wear his monk’s robes, nor per-
mitted the restricted diet required for monks. The court sought a
detailed status report from prison authorities and posted the mat-
ter for November 18. On November 7, he withdrew his bail plea
before a sessions court, with his counsel stating that the defence
would examine the case after the chargesheet was filed.

EXPRESS READ

Woman shot dead in Punjabi

Bagh house by ‘lover’

A 24-year-old woman was shot dead
allegedly by a jilted lover in west Delhi's
Punjabi Bagh on Saturday, police said.
‘Around midday, police received a call
about two people lying in an injured
condition in a house in the Old Slum
Quarters. Inside, the woman, was found
on a mattress with a gunshot wound to
the head and was declared dead. In
another room, Neeraj, 25, was found
with a gunshot injury to his chest and

taken to a hospital. Police said it

appears to be a case of unrequited love.

On 17th November 2025, Auctioneer,
Shriram Automall India Ltd.,
(SAMIL) at Village Mamurpur, Pio}
Maniyari Road, Narela, New Delhi-|
110040, is conducting a Photo Auction
on “AS IS WHERE 18" basis for the
\iehicles owned by M/s Manoj Ji &
Company Pvt. Ltd. .- JK14E8707 and
JK14ET7686 and hypothetic to Hinduja
Finance (Auction starts at 09:00 a.m.)
Contact Mr. Dalip Kumar (ABH)
Mob: 9711084846 Email
dalip.rd@samilin.
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Statement of Un-Au:
Quarter and Half Year Ende
The Board of Directors of the Company, at its Meeting held on Friday, 30" September,
2025 have, interalia approved the unaudited financial results (standalone_and
consolidated) of the Company, for the quarter and half year ended September 30,2025,
The restlts, along with the Auditors Report thereon, have been posied on the website
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Statement of Un-A ial Results for
Quarter and Half Year Ended September 30,
‘The Board of Directors of the Company, at its Meeting held on Friday, 30" September,
2025 have, interalia approved the unaudited financial results (standalone and
consolidated) of the Company, for the quarter and half year ended September 30,2025.
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