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PRICE RESET HITS AI+
SMARTPHONE LINEUP
Ahmedabad, Ai+

Smartphone today announced
a price revision of Approx
?2,000 across select devices
in its smartphone portfolio,
effective immediately. The
adjustment comes in response
to sustained increases in
component and input costs
impacting the broader
smartphone industry. The
smartphone industry
continues to navigate a
challenging cost environment,
with rising costs across key
components, particularly
memory, alongside
manufacturing, logistics and
other critical inputs. These
pressures have increasingly
impacted device economics
across price segments,
requiring brands to reassess
pricing while continuing to
balance affordability with
product experience. Ai+
Smartphone has absorbed a
significant portion of these
incremental costs to maintain
accessible pricing for
consumers. However, with cost

pressures continuing, the
company has implemented a
measured price revision across
select devices effective today.
Commenting on the
development, Madhav Sheth,
CEO, Ai+ Smartphone and
Founder, NxtQuantum Shift
Technologies, said: Our Mission
is to deliver exceptional
technology and real value to
Indian consumers while
building a strong, sustainable
business. The industry is under
pressure with rising component
costs, and while we've
absorbed much of it, a strategic
price adjustment is necessary.
One thing remains clear: we
will keep technology accessible,
and Ai+ will continue to provide
unparalleled value across our
offerings." (19-10)

Editorial

A litmus test
In these days of extreme weather events, it seems odd to

say that the United States of America needs a big landslide.
But a landslide defeat for President Donald Trump in November’s
mid-term elections is exactly what is required if the country is
to start reversing his deliberate and rapid erosion of its
democracy. The respected Varieties of Democracy Institute at
Gothenburg University argues that in 2025 the US saw one of
the most rapid declines in liberal democracy on record.
“Democracy in the USA,” says its Democracy Report 2026, “is
now at its worst in 60 years.” As the imperial republic marks
the 250th anniversary of its founding, the danger seen at the
very beginning of its constitutional order by anti-federalists
such as Patrick Henry — that of an overmighty president abusing
his executive power in an attempt to become a new king —
has come closer than ever before.

V-Dem analysts note that in 2025 Trump issued no fewer
than 225 executive orders whereas the Republican-controlled
Congress passed just 49 laws, most of them on minor issues
such as “To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify
the rules for postponing certain deadlines by reason of disaster.”
The Heritage Foundation’s ‘Project 2025’, crafted to advance
the so-called ‘unitary executive theory’, is, according to the
project’s own tracker, more than halfway to completion —
helped by rulings from the Supreme Court. An important
chapter in any would-be autocrat’s playbook is fixing the next
election. It seems Trump is hard at work on this one too.
Besides outrageous levels of partisan gerrymandering
(responded to in kind by the Democrats in some places), there
are multiple attempts to deny the vote to groups more likely to
vote Democrat, whether by restricting mail-in ballots,
demanding on-the-spot documentary proof of US citizenship,
or other legal and procedural devices. If the November 3 election
result were to be close in a number of congressional districts
that might swing control of the House of Representatives,
Trump and the Republicans would pull out every stop to
disqualify or exclude Democrat victors. Hence the imperative
of a landslide. As I saw in Hungary this spring, if the popular
revulsion towards an incumbent is sufficiently widespread and
channelled into turning out to vote, it sweeps away all the
obstacles that the would-be autocrat puts in place — and those
obstacles were, taking all in all, larger in the Hungarian case
than they are in the US. The election may not be fair; it may
not even be entirely free; but the result is still irrefutably plain
for all to see. Now, if you ask who is doing most to bring about
an anti-Trump landslide, the answer is clear: Donald Trump.
After he campaigned on bread-and-butter issues for ordinary
Americans, the combination of his tariffs and his war of choice
in the Middle East has actually increased the cost of living —
most visibly, in petrol prices for motorists. There is, to put it
mildly, no obvious path to a victorious peace in a war against
Iran which, according to official figures, has cost $37.5 billion,
with the new administration already requesting another
$67.1bn for this purpose. Popular opposition to the war is
approaching 60% in opinion polls, as is the president’s
disapproval rating. The blatant corruption of his regime adds
to his unpopularity. According to one estimate, he has so far
enriched himself and his family to the tune of roughly $2bn.
The latest revelation is the attempt by the Fifa president and
Trump crony, Gianni Infantino, to sell stakes in running the
World Cup to an investment fund led by Joshua Kushner, the
brother-in-law of Trump’s daughter, Ivanka. Satire wilts at the
pairing of Fifa and Trump.  All this adds up to the electoral
equivalent of an open goal for the Democrats. But where’s the
Lionel Messi or Harry Kane to put the ball in the net? Nowhere
to be seen. As a European in the US, one keeps looking around
and asking. ‘Where’s the leader of the Opposition?’ Where, to
recall the Hungarian example, is an Opposition figure like Péter
Magyar, leading a disciplined, effective nationwide campaign,
answering the widespread feeling that it’s time for a change
with “and this is the change you need”?  Friends who study
these things here at Stanford University tell me that I’m looking
for something that usually doesn’t exist at this stage. The 1994
mid-term election, when the ‘Contract with America’ pledge
of the House minority leader, Newt Gingrich, shaped a
nationwide campaign and helped deliver a big Republican
victory, is the exception that proves the rule. Usually, the
midterms are essentially a referendum on the incumbent
president and his party — and usually the incumbents lose
some seats, especially in the House of Representatives. But
looking back over the results since the Second World War, one
sees that the number of House seats lost at midterm varies
widely, from 54 in 1994 and 63 in 2010 to just 5 in 1986 and 9
in 2022. This time round, a single-digit result would be
vehemently and perhaps even violently contested. Even if a
unifying Opposition leader such as Magyar is not to be expected
in the US system — not until we get a presidential candidate in
2028 — the Democrats are making a pretty poor job of kicking
balls into that open goal. The 75-year-old Senate minority leader,
Chuck Schumer, hardly resembles a prize striker. In opinion polls,
they vie with Trump for unpopularity. Much of the energy is with
democratic socialists like the New York mayor, Zohran Mamdani,
but can they win in places like Michigan or Wisconsin? The New
York Times columnist and podcaster, Ezra Klein, has toyed with
the notion that this very diversity might be a strength: you need
one kind of candidate in Kansas and another kind in Seattle.

Beyond broad pledges: India’s tech sovereignty
push in Africa and ASEAN

The Union government
announced last week in Lok
Sabha that it had signed
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with 24
countries marking a significant
shift in its foreign policy,
moving from broad digital
cooperation pledges to
tangible technology exports.

By leveraging its domestic
success with the “India Stack”,
the government is attempting
to establish “global digital
commons” through Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI)
leveraging its “Modular Open
Source Identity Platform
(MOSIP)”.

Expanding India’s digital
diplomacy from Africa to
Southeast Asia introduces a
completely different
geopolitical and economic
dynamic. While Africa
represents a landscape where
India is helping build
foundational infrastructure,
Southeast Asia is a highly
digitized, rapidly growing
market.

The Africa Focus: Building
Foundational DPI

Focus Africa in India’s
digital diplomacy marks a
pivot from traditional capacity-
building to proactive
technological integration. It
was during India's 2023 G20
Presidency, which enshrined
DPI in the New Delhi Leaders'
Declaration as a global
standard, that Africa
witnessed a renewed
attention. Africa is now the
epicentre of India's DPI
deployment marking a
reinforcement of India’s global
south push. The Africa focus
in India’s digital diplomacy
enables countries to build a
common digital framework
based on shared stewardship
rather than lording over by
foreign tech monopolies.
Ultimately, India is positioning
itself as the technological
champion of the Global South,
offering a middle path
between Western corporate
monopolies and China's
hardware-heavy, proprietary
ecosystem.

The Africa Connection in
Practice

While Morocco is first
country to sign an MoU for
MOSIP, having already
completed majority of its
national ID enrolment, in
Ethiopia over 33 million IDs
have been generated through
the Fayda system (powered by
MOSIP), which is now being
used in partnership with the
UNHCR to grant refugees
access to banking and
healthcare. Togo successfully
executed a rapid pilot model,
while Uganda is undertaking
a massive "brownfield"
implementation to migrate
existing biometric records into
the MOSIP framework.
Utilizing MOSIP's e-Signet
module for emergency
drought relief to facilitate
rapid, transparent digital cash
transfers for thousands of
households in Zambia have
been enabled.

India Stack services also
include Document Verification
(DigiLocker) with Kenya. As
part of the bouquet of
services, DigiLocker
foundational platform has
commenced in Cuba. In the
digital payment domain, UPI-
linked payment framework is
already operational in over 10
overseas markets, including
Mauritius, Sri Lanka, the UAE,
Nepal, Bhutan, and Cambodia.

In parallel, bilateral
consultations are advancing
with countries like Seychelles,
Laos, and Colombia for the
potential adoption of e-
Sanjeevani (telemedicine), e-
Office, and e-Hospital
platforms. To assist with
deployment costs, India
approved a Social Impact
Fund (SIF) to provide financial
and technical assistance for
DPI pilot projects in Low- and

Middle-Income Countries
(LMICs). Pluses and
Challenges in the Global South

India’s global south digital
diplomacy push enables
member country tech
sovereignty. Unlike proprietary
vendor software, DPI
platforms like MOSIP are
open-source and modular.
Host nations retain full legal
and administrative control over
their data, completely
avoiding "vendor lock-in". In
addition, the cost factor comes
into play since building upon
pre-existing, tested open-
source rails is vastly cheaper
for developing nations than
building digital infrastructure
from scratch or buying
Western enterprise solutions.
The systems are designed to
talk to each other (e.g.,
identity links to payments,
which links to welfare
distribution), acting as a
"development accelerator" for
economic growth.

There are, however, exist
challenges of Privacy and
Surveillance Risks since DPI
relies on centralized databases
(often biometric). Critics note
that exporting centralized
identity frameworks inherently

carries risks of state
surveillance and exclusion if
robust constitutional privacy

laws are not in place in the host
nation. DPI also requires
foundational.
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W…hk»xÙ…rŒ ©e ‚e. …e. hkÄkf]»ý™u [uÒkkE ¾kŒu yu‚ykhyu{ RrLMxxâqx ykuV
‚kÞL‚ yuLz xuf™ku÷kuS™k 22{k …ËðeËk™ ‚{kht¼™e þku¼k ðÄkhe

ykrxorVrþÞ÷ RLxur÷sL‚ y™u õðkuLx{ xuf™ku÷kuS suðe ÔÞqnkí{f xuf™ku÷kuS ¼rð»Þ™u ykfkh yk…þu: W…hk»xÙ…rŒ

• ‚tþkuÄ™ íÞkhu s Œu™ku ‚ðkuoå[

nuŒw nk t‚÷ fhu Au ßÞkhu Œ u
‚{ks™e ‚uðk fhu Au:

W…hk»xÙ…rŒ
• rðfr‚Œ ¼khŒ @2047

ŒhV™e Þkºkk{k t Þwðk™k u™e
r™ýkoÞf ¼qr{fk Au: W…hk»xÙ…rŒ
• 2014Úke Wå[ rþûký™ku

™ku tÄ…kºk rðMŒkh ÚkÞk u Au:

W…hk»xÙ…rŒ
• "{kºk ¼rð»Þ {kxu …kuŒk™u

ŒiÞkh ™ fhku; ¼rð»Þ™u ykfkh
yk…ðk {kxu …kuŒk™u ŒiÞkh fhku":

W…hk»xÙ…rŒ
• "hk»xÙ «Úk{ - Nation

First" {k„oËþof r‚ØktŒ hnuðku

skuEyu: W…hk»xÙ…rŒ
• Œr{÷™kzw{kt zÙø‚ ‚tƒtrÄŒ
{krnŒe yk…ðk ƒË÷ rðãkÚkeo™e

níÞk yt„u W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu Ÿze
…ezk ÔÞõŒ fhe; ‚ki™u zÙø‚™u ™k
fnuðk ykbk™ fÞwO

…e.ykR.ƒe. y{ËkðkË

¼khŒ™k W…hk»xÙ…rŒ ©e ‚e.
…e. hkÄkf]»ý™u yksu [uÒkkE ™Sf
[u t„÷…èw™k fkè™fw÷Úk wh ¾kŒu
yu‚.ykh.yu{. RrLMxxâqx ykuV
‚kÞL‚ yuLz x uf™k u÷k uS

(SRMIST) ™k 22{k …ËðeËk™
‚{kht¼™u ‚tƒkurÄŒ fÞkuo nŒku y™u

…Ëðe {u¤ð™kh rðãkÚkeoyku™u 'hk»xÙ
«Úk{ - Nation First' ™k

r‚ØktŒÚke {k„oËrþoŒ ÚkE™u …kuŒk™k

¿kk™, fkiþÕÞ y™u R™kuðuþ™™ku
W…Þku„ hk»xÙ r™{koý {kxu fhðk
ykbk™ fÞwO nŒwt.

…Ëðe {u¤ð™kh rðãkÚkeoyku™u

‚tƒkuÄŒk W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu fÌkw t fu
…ËðeËk™ ‚{kht¼ yu {kºk

rz„úeyku yu™kÞŒ fhðk fhŒkt ½ýwt
ðÄkhu Au. Œu ð»kkuo™e ¾tŒ, rþMŒ y™u
rþûký™e Wsðýe fhu Au y™u ‚kÚku

s sðkƒËkhe y™u ‚uðk™e ykSð™

Þkºkk™e þYykŒ Ëþkoðu Au.
©e ‚e. …e. hkÄkf]»ý™u yuf yuðwt

þiûkrýf Rfkur‚Mx{ ƒ™kððk ƒË÷

SRMIST ™e «þt‚k fhe su

yktŒhþk¾kfeÞ rþûký (interdis-
ciplinary learning),
‚so™kí{fŒk, Wãku„‚knr‚fŒk
y™u rððu[™kí{f rð[kh‚hýe™u

«kuí‚kn™ yk…u Au. Œu{ýu

ykrxorVrþÞ÷ RLxur÷sL‚,
õðkuLx{ xuf™ku÷kuS, ‚ur{fLzõxh
‚tþk uÄ™, hk uƒk urxõ‚,
ƒkÞkuxuf™ku÷kuS y™u ‚ŒŒ rðfk‚

(sustainable development)
…h ‚tMÚkk™k ðÄŒk æÞk™ ™kutæÞwt nŒwt
y™u fÌkwt nŒwt fu yk ûkuºkku ¼rð»Þ™e
yÚkoÔÞðMÚkkyku y™u ‚{ksku™u

ykfkh yk…þu.

W…hk»x Ù…rŒyu ‚tþk uÄ™™u
ÔÞðnkrhf Wfu÷ku{kt Y…ktŒrhŒ fhðk
…h SRMIST ™k ¼kh {qfðk™e
«þt‚k fhe su Sð™ ‚wÄkhu Au,
Wãku„ku™u {sƒqŒ ƒ™kðu Au y™u

Au. W…hk»x Ù…rŒyu fÌk w t  f u
«Äk™{tºkeyu Œu{™u fÌkw t nŒw t fu
AIIMS Ëuþ¼h{kt W…÷çÄ Úkðe

skuEyu, suÚke Œƒeƒe ‚wrðÄkyku y™u
Œƒeƒe rþûký Ëuþ¼h™k ÷kufku ‚wÄe
…nkut[e þfu.

W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu 2014Úke Ëuþ{kt
Wå[ rþûký™k rðMŒkh …h «fkþ

…kzTÞku nŒku. Œu{ýu fÌkw t fu yk
‚{Þ„k¤k Ëhr{Þk™ 16 IIITs,
8 ‚uLxÙ÷ Þwr™ðr‚oxeyku, 8 IIMs,
7 IITs, 2 IISERs, 1 NIT y™u
12 AIIMS ™e MÚkk…™k fhðk{kt

ykðe Au. ¼khŒ{kt yksu 1,425
Úke ðÄw Þwr™ðr‚oxeyku, 54,000
fku÷usku y™u 16,850 MxuLzy÷ku™

‚tMÚkkyku Au, Œu{ Œu{ýu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt.
©e ‚e. …e. hkÄkf]»ý™u Wå[

rþûký{kt {rn÷kyku™k ™kutÄýe{kt

ÚkÞu÷k ™kutÄ…kºk ðÄkhk …h «fkþ

…kzTÞku nŒku, su 2014-15 {kt
1.57 fhkuzÚke ðÄe™u 2023-24

{kt 2.24 fhkuz ÚkÞku Au, yux÷u fu
42.2 xfk™ku ðÄkhku ÚkÞku Au. Œu{ýu

fÌk w t  f u …ËðeËk™ ‚{kht¼k u{k t
rz„úeyku y™u [tÿfku {u¤ð™khe

{rn÷kyku™e ðÄŒe ‚tÏÞk yu yuf

ykðfkhËkÞf ƒkƒŒ Au.

©e ‚e. …e. hkÄkf]»ý™u sýkÔÞwt
nŒwt fu …ËðeÄkhku rðfr‚Œ ¼khŒ
@2047 ŒhV™e ¼khŒ™e Þkºkk™k

yuf r™ýkoÞf Œƒ¬k{kt «ðuþ fhe

hÌkk Au. Œu{ýu fÌkwt fu rðfr‚Œ,
™ðe™, ‚{kðuþe y™u ykí{r™¼oh
¼khŒ™w t  rðÍ™ Ëhuf Þwðk™
¼khŒeÞ™u hk»xÙ r™{koý{kt Þku„Ëk™
yk…ðk ykbk™ fhu Au.

W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu fÌkwt fu ¼khŒ™e
‚kiÚke {kuxe þrõŒ Œu™k ÷kufku Au,
¾k‚ fhe™u Œu™k Þwðk™ku. …Ëðe
{u¤ð™kh rðãkÚkeoyku ‚kÚku …kuŒk™ku

‚tËuþ þuh fhŒk Œu{ýu fÌkwt: "{kºk
¼rð»Þ {kxu …kuŒk™u ŒiÞkh ™ fhku;
¼rð»Þ™u ykfkh yk…ðk {kxu

…kuŒk™u Œ iÞkh fhk u." Œu{ýu

rðãkÚke oyku™u z Ùø‚ y™u Œ{k{
«fkh™k ™þkÚke Ëqh hnuðk rð™tŒe
fhe, y™u Œu{™u "rð[÷™ …h
rþMŒ, «÷ku¼™ …h nuŒw y™u ‚h¤
þkuxofxT‚ …h Wíf]üŒk" …‚tË fhðk
ykbk™ fÞwO. W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu fÌkwt fu
Œr{÷™kzw™e ŒksuŒh™e ½x™k su{kt
zÙø‚™k ðu…kh rðþu {krnŒe þuh
fhðk ƒË÷ yuf rðãkÚkeo™e níÞk

fhðk{k t ykðe nŒe Œu yíÞtŒ

…ezks™f nŒe. Œu{ýu fÌkwt fu Œu{™u
÷køÞw t  f u òýu Œu{ýu …k uŒk™k
…rhðkh™k s fkuE ‚ÇÞ™u „w{kÔÞk

nkuÞ. …ËðeÄkhku™u 'hk»xÙ «Úk{ -
Nation First' ™u Œu{™ku {k„oËþof

r‚ØktŒ ƒ™kððk ykbk™ fhŒk

W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu fÌkwt fu Œu{™wt ¿kk™,
R™kuð uþ™ y™u ‚¾Œ {nu™Œ

¼khŒ™k rðfk‚, ‚whûkk y™u
‚{]rØ{kt Þku„Ëk™ yk…ðe skuEyu.
Œu{ýu ƒtÄkhýeÞ {qÕÞku™u ò¤ðe
hk¾ðk, rðrðÄŒk™ku ykËh fhðk,
hk»xÙeÞ yufŒk™u {sƒqŒ fhðk y™u
‚tfwr[Œ MðkÚko fhŒk ƒ]nË hk»xÙeÞ
rnŒ™u W…he hk¾ðk rð™tŒe fhe

nŒe. …k uŒk™k ‚tƒk uÄ™™k

‚{k…™{kt, W…hk»x Ù…rŒyu
…ËðeÄkhku™u ¿kk™, fŒoÔÞ, fÁýk
y™u ‚uðk™k fk÷kŒeŒ ¼khŒeÞ

{qÕÞku™u …kuŒk™e ‚kÚku hk¾ðk rð™tŒe
fhe nŒe. yk «‚t„u, W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu
{neLÿk yuLz {neLÿk r÷r{xuz™k

ykuxku{kurxð rƒÍ™u‚™k «{w¾ ©e
ykh. ðu÷w‚k{e™u {k™Ë rz„úe
«{ký…ºk yu™kÞŒ fÞwO nŒwt, y™u
…ËðeÄkhk u™ u {uz÷, h uLf y™u
rz„úeyku yu™kÞŒ fhe nŒe.

‚ŒŒ rðfk‚{kt Þku„Ëk™ yk…u

Au. Œu{ýu fÌkwt fu ‚tþkuÄ™ íÞkhu
s Œu™ku ‚ðkuoå[ nuŒw nkt‚÷ fhu
Au ßÞkhu Œu ‚{ks™e ‚uðk fhu

Au.

W…hk»xÙ…rŒyu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt
fu ‚tþkuÄ™ íÞkhu s ¾hu¾h

«þt‚™eÞ ƒ™u Au ßÞkhu Œu

Þk uøÞ …rhýk{k u yk…u Au,
‚{ks …h yÚko…qýo y‚h Q¼e
fhu Au y™u ÷k ufk u  {kx u

ÔÞðnkrhf ÷k¼ku{kt …rhý{u

Au.

fkurðz-19 {nk{khe ‚k{u

¼khŒ «rŒ¼kð™u ÞkË fhŒk

W…hk»x Ù…rŒyu fÌk w t  f u
«Äk™{tºke ©e ™huLÿ {kuËe™k

™uŒ]íð nuX¤ ¼khŒu 100 Úke
ðÄw Ëuþku™u fkurðz-19 h‚eyku
…qhe …kze nŒe. Œu{ýu fÌkwt fu
¼khŒu yk {k™ðŒkðkËe

‚nkÞ™wt ÔÞk…khefhý fhðk™ku
«Þk‚ fÞku o  ™Úke. fuLÞk™k

M…efh ‚kÚk u™e ŒksuŒh™e

ðkŒko÷k…™u ÞkË fhŒk, su{ýu
¼khŒ™e h‚e ‚nkÞ ƒË÷

yk¼kh ÔÞõŒ fÞkuo nŒku, Œu{ýu
fÌkw t fu ½ýk …rù{e Ëuþkuyu
„heƒ hk»xÙku™u ykðe ‚nkÞ
…qhe …kze ™ nŒe. Œu{ýu W{uÞwO
nŒw t f u ¼khŒ™k «Þk‚kuyu
{k™ðŒk™wt hûký fhðk{kt {ËË
fhe y™u …w™hkuå[kh fÞkuo fu
¼khŒ þk trŒ, rðfk‚ y™u
{k™ðŒk™k fÕÞký {kxu Q¼wt


