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The Associated Press to digitize vast video archive with 
CLEAR™ from Prime Focus Technologies 
 

London, February 21, 2012: The Associated Press is working with Prime Focus 

Technologies (PFT) to digitize its unique video archive, making it available to a whole 

new audience across digital platforms. AP’s film and tape archive contains around 70,000 

hours’ worth of footage, including more than 1.3 million global news and entertainment 

stories, in 16mm film and videotape, dating back to the beginning of the 20th Century.  

 

The project is part of AP’s multimillion-dollar upgrade to its video business which will 

see AP switch its entire newsgathering, production and distribution systems to HD to 

continue to meet the technical, editorial and business needs of its customers in the digital 

age. 

  

AP Director of International Archives Alwyn Lindsey said: “A legacy of being on the 

frontline of breaking news for more than 160 years is a fantastic archive. Ours is one of the finest 

visual documents of the events and people that have shaped the modern era. Today’s market is 

driven by giving customers breadth of content, ease of access, and value for money. While we have 

already digitized around 10% of our archive, it has been a top priority to get all of our most 

saleable archive footage online and make it available to our customers, wherever in the world they 
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may be. To make this happen, we needed a partner who could handle our global business needs and 

a project of this scale, and for that reason, we chose Prime Focus Technologies”. 

  

PFT will use the unique skillsets of its global organization to digitize AP’s film and tape 

archive, then catalogue, manage, transcode and deliver AP’s content to a multi-media 

audience.  PFT has decades of experience in digitizing archive content, partnering with 

organisations such as the British Movietone Library, British Film Institute, Imperial War 

Museum, IMG, Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) and Eros International. 

  

The project will be driven by CLEAR™, PFT’s award-winning content operations 

platform and supporting services. PFT has a large team of developers writing bespoke 

scripts to support the innovative workflows required by this project, and utilizes its own 

cloud technology for supporting services. 

  

PFT is delivering this project in an unprecedented timescale, creating nearly 4 million 

new assets in just 18 months, including: 

• 3,000 hours of film with an average of 60 news stories per hour - creating a total of 

900,000 files 

• 29,000 hours of video with an average of 20 news stories per hour - creating a total of 

2,900,000 files 

  

Newly digitized content will appear every day on AP Archive’s website, thanks to 

dedicated connectivity between PFT and AP. 

 

 Vice President and Head of PFT UK Aine Healy said: “PFT is delighted to be working 

closely with AP to make its valuable archive of footage available to the world, and to preserve it for 

generations to come.” 
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About The AP: 

The Associated Press is the essential global news network, delivering fast, unbiased news 

from every corner of the world to all media platforms and formats. Founded in 1846, AP 

today is the largest and most trusted source of independent news and information. On 

any given day, more than half the world's population sees news from AP. On the net: 

www.ap.org 

 

About Prime Focus Technologies: 

Prime Focus Technologies (PFT) provides unified multi-platform content operations 

solutions to organizations that deal with content and are keen to exploit it across 

platforms. CLEAR™, its award-winning combination of a hybrid-cloud technology 

platform and managed services increases agility within a business, driving creative 

enablement, cutting operating costs and is available in a pay as you grow model. Backed 

by a global network of studios, CLEAR™ offers a secure solution for concurrent file-

based new-media, channel, distribution & delivery and library operations. 

  

PFT works with major content owners across the broadcast, film, sport, advertising and 

brand sectors. Its clients include Star TV, Associated Press, Eros International, Sony 

Music, Viacom 18, Sony MSM, BCCI, Indian Premiere League, Hindustan Unilever 

Limited, A & E TV Network, Vijay TV, Netflix, Schawk! and WPP. PFT is part of Prime 

Focus, a global visual entertainment services company. 

  

For more information visit: www.primefocustechnologies.com. 
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Reference Videos (various resolutions - copy and paste the .zip link into 
your browser to download) 
 
AP Digitisation Film 
  
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/AP_Archive-hi-res-
20MB.mov 
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/AP_Archive-hi-res-
20MB.zip 
  
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/AP_Archive-lo-res-
6MB.mov 
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/AP_Archive-lo-res-
6MB.zip 
  
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/AP_Archive1920x108
0.mov 
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/AP_Archive1920x108
0.zip 
  
AP Archive Montage 
  
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/ArchiveMontage-hi-
res-20MB.mov 
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/ArchiveMontage-hi-
res-20MB.zip 
  
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/ArchiveMontage-lo-
res-6MB.mov 
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/ArchiveMontage-lo-
res-6MB.zip 
  
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/ArchiveMontage1920x
1080.mov 
http://ecoms.primefocusworld.com/apDigitisation/ArchiveMontage1920x1080.zip 
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PR contacts: 

The Associated Press                                                                                                                         

Lisa Corbridge – Speed Communications                                                                                                                

D +44 20 7842 3265 

M +44 7917 095695 

ap@speedcommunications.com 

 

 

Prime Focus Technologies 
 
UK – Tristan Earl, PFT 
D +44 20 7565 1000  
tristan.earl@primefocusworld.com 
 
North America – Melissa Hariri, Cohn & Wolfe 
D +1 310 967 2978 
pft@cohnwolfe.com 
 
India – Priyanka Rohilla, Prana PR 
D +91 22 2288 4046 
priyanka.rohilla@pranapr.com 
 
 
Investor contacts: 

Nishant Fadia 
Prime Focus Limited 
Phone:  +91 22 4209 5000  
Email: nishant.fadia@primefocusworld.com 

Shiv Muttoo / Mayur Maniyar  
Citigate Dewe Rogerson 
Phone : +91 22 6645  1207/1220 
Email: shiv@cdr-india.com 
            mayur@cdr-india.com 
 

Note: Certain statements made in the document may be forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking statements 

are subject to certain risks and uncertainties like government actions, economic developments, technological risks, and 

many other factors that could cause our actual results to differ materially from those contemplated by the relevant 

forward-looking statements. Prime Focus Limited will not be in any way responsible for any action taken based on 

such statements and undertakes no obligation to publicly update these forward-looking statements to reflect 

subsequent events or circumstances. 




