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PRESS RELEASE  
 

Infosys and Rhode Island School of Design Launch Pioneering Design Partnership  
Collaboration to develop next-generation creative talent and address transformation challenges 

of global organizations  
 
Providence, Rhode Island – June 13, 2018: Infosys (NYSE: INFY), a global leader in consulting, 

technology and next-generation services, today announced a partnership with the Rhode Island School of 

Design (RISD) to foster the continued development of top designers at Infosys and explore new ways of 

solving complex challenges at the intersection of design, technology and industry.  

 

Over the next two years, Infosys will train 1,000 designers across the globe, and has chosen to partner with 

RISD to contribute to this goal because of the institution's ability to guide an immersive learning experience 

steeped in both studio practice and the liberal arts. Beginning with an eight-week pilot this summer, Infosys 

will partner with RISD to develop a curriculum to build the skills of these designers, helping them acquire 

design- and human-centric skills in technologies used to address challenges facing Infosys’ global clients. 

Infosys will focus on hiring designers with these specialized design skills as part of its commitment to hire 

500 American workers in Rhode Island over the next five years.  

 

The innovative collaboration between Infosys and RISD will support the creation of a new, dedicated space 

on RISD’s campus to further explore and incubate the insight and learning challenges that emerge from 

collaborative academic projects. Through an independent program of reflective experiment, symposia, 

exhibitions, and publication, this space will develop global thought leadership about complexity and 

uncertainty—offering insights at the intersection of critical creative methodologies, new technologies and 

an evolving set of cultural challenges. It will provide underlying insight and methodologies to strengthen the 

skills of top talent to more effectively engage in several critical design domains, including: systems and 

platforms, user experience, strategy and organizational impact, privacy and security.  

 

Infosys also confirmed it will open a Design & Innovation Hub at 75 Fountain Street in Providence later this 

summer. The 25,000-square-foot facility will operate at the heart of art, design, humanities, data science 

and engineering to research and address the transformational challenges faced by organizations today.   

 
“We are excited that Infosys is doubling down on its investment in Rhode Island by strengthening the design 

talent available to the industries in our local market,” said Governor Gina Raimondo. “The Infosys-RISD 

partnership will enable industry-leading innovation in design, catalyze economic growth in the state and 

equip Rhode Islanders with the skills and expertise they need to tackle the design challenges of the future.” 



 
 

“The partnership with Infosys will help RISD apply our creative insights to assist in building research 

capacity in Rhode Island. This fits within our mission of making lasting contributions to global society 

through critical thinking and innovation,” said Rosanne Somerson, President of Rhode Island School of 
Design. “In an increasingly complex global context, organizations that cannot understand, anticipate and 

embrace uncertainty will be less likely to succeed. RISD’s unique model of education fosters the ability to 

work effectively in these environments.” 

  

“As a leader in digital transformation, we’re excited about the benefits this partnership between Infosys and 

RISD will bring to our clients,” said Ravi Kumar, Infosys President and Deputy Chief Operating Officer. 
“It will help close the global design talent gap and also prepare our designers to create client solutions at 

the junctures of several siloed disciplines, including the humanities, liberal arts, public policy, economics, 

and engineering.”  

 

“Our partnership with Rhode Island School of Design will operate at the meeting of design and technology 

and address complex and disruptive forces, which are both driving and enabling change across every 

aspect of our lives, businesses and institutions,” said Scott Sorokin, Global Head of Infosys Digital 
Experience. “This summer, we are launching a hackathon to recruit designers and, together with RISD, 

we’ll explore new ways of working, conceive new models and develop skill sets, so we can help our clients 

positively embrace the rapid pace of digital change.” 

 

“Infosys and the Rhode Island School of Design are both globally important institutions. We are pleased 

that they are teaming up in the design domain - one of Rhode Island's great strengths - and that they're 

doing so in a way that will benefit the company, the university, and our state,” said Rhode Island Secretary 
of Commerce Stefan Pryor. 
 

This partnership will also create further opportunities for lectures, symposia, hackathons and research to 

assist in the development of tailored curricula and workforce development in emerging practices. Infosys’ 

clients and industry partners will benefit from collaborating with RISD’s exemplary faculty, internationally 

recognized scholars and subject matter experts interested in exploring emerging fields.  

 
About Infosys Ltd 
Infosys is a global leader in next-generation digital services and consulting. We enable clients in 45 
countries to navigate their digital transformation. With over three decades of experience in managing the 
systems and workings of global enterprises, we expertly steer our clients through their digital journey. We 
do it by enabling the enterprise with an AI-powered core that helps prioritize the execution of change. We 
also empower the business with agile digital at scale to deliver unprecedented levels of performance and 
customer delight. Our always-on learning agenda drives their continuous improvement through building and 
transferring digital skills, expertise, and ideas from our innovation ecosystem. 
 



 
Visit www.infosys.com to see how Infosys (NYSE: INFY) can help your enterprise navigate your next. 
  
About Rhode Island School of Design 
Approximately 2,500 students from around the world are enrolled in full-time bachelor's or master's degree 
programs at RISD (pronounced "RIZ-dee"), where our immersive model of art and design education 
emphasizes robust liberal arts studies and conceptually driven studio-based learning within a choice of 19 
majors. RISD's exceptional faculty foster student growth and development in extensive specialized facilities, 
enabling students to become confident, cross-disciplinary thinkers and nimble problem-solvers ready to 
confront the complexities of global practice in the 21st century. More than 27,000 alumni worldwide testify 
to the impact of a RISD education, exemplifying the vital role artists and designers play in defining global 
innovation. Founded in 1877, RISD and the RISD Museum help make Providence, RI among the most 
culturally active and creative cities in the region. For more information, visit risd.edu and our.risd.edu. 
 
Safe Harbor 
Certain statements in this press release concerning our future growth prospects are forward-looking 
statements regarding our future business expectations intended to qualify for the 'safe harbor' under the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which involve a number of risks and uncertainties that 
could cause actual results to differ materially from those in such forward-looking statements. The risks and 
uncertainties relating to these statements include, but are not limited to, risks and uncertainties regarding 
fluctuations in earnings, fluctuations in foreign exchange rates, our ability to manage growth, intense 
competition in IT services including those factors which may affect our cost advantage, wage increases in 
India, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled professionals, time and cost overruns on fixed-price, 
fixed-time frame contracts, client concentration, restrictions on immigration, industry segment 
concentration, our ability to manage our international operations, reduced demand for technology in our 
key focus areas, disruptions in telecommunication networks or system failures, our ability to successfully 
complete and integrate potential acquisitions, liability for damages on our service contracts, the success of 
the companies in which Infosys has made strategic investments, withdrawal or expiration of governmental 
fiscal incentives, political instability and regional conflicts, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring 
companies outside India, and unauthorized use of our intellectual property and general economic conditions 
affecting our industry. Additional risks that could affect our future operating results are more fully described 
in our United States Securities and Exchange Commission filings including our Annual Report on Form 20-
F for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2017. These filings are available at www.sec.gov. Infosys may, from 
time to time, make additional written and oral forward-looking statements, including statements contained 
in the company's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission and our reports to shareholders. In 
addition, please note that any forward-looking statements contained herein are based on assumptions that 
we believe to be reasonable as of the date of this press release. The company does not undertake to update 
any forward-looking statements that may be made from time to time by or on behalf of the company unless 
it is required by law. 
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Americas 
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