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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Infosys Prize for Six Top Researchers in Science and Humanities 

Chief Guest, Nobel Laureate Kip Thorne, felicitates the winners 

 
Bengaluru – January 10, 2018: The Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) today honored the winners of the 

Infosys Prize 2017 at an awards ceremony in Bengaluru and celebrated their inspiring journeys and 

contributions to science and research. The Infosys Prize is given across six fields: Engineering and 

Computer Science, Humanities, Life Sciences, Mathematical Sciences, Physical Sciences and Social 

Sciences. The Chief Guest, Prof. Kip Thorne, Feynman Professor of Theoretical Physics, Emeritus at the 

California Institute of Technology (Caltech) and Nobel Prize 2017 Laureate, felicitated the winners across 

the six categories and awarded each laureate a purse of INR 65 lakhs, a 22-karat gold medallion and a 

citation certificate.  

 

Trustees of the Infosys Science Foundation, Mr. K. Dinesh, President of the Board of Trustees, Mr. N. R. 
Narayana Murthy, Mr. Nandan Nilekani, Mr. T. V. Mohandas Pai, Mr. S. Gopalakrishnan, and Mr. 
Srinath Batni, were present at the event. The event was attended by eminent scientists and academicians 

from India and abroad, business leaders, young researchers and students.  

 

In his welcome address, Mr. K. Dinesh, President, Board of Trustees, Infosys Science Foundation said, 

“Celebrating extraordinary talent in research is pivotal to the Infosys Science Foundation through the 

Infosys Prize. The winners this year – three women and three men – are a true testimony to the symbiotic 

relationship between science and society. The research work of the Infosys Prize 2017 laureates blurs lines 

between disciplines. The laureates’ research includes the computational machinery of the brain, DNA 

architecture to better understand the faults in living cells, identifying genetic markers for breast cancer, an 

attempt at solving one of the Millennium Prize problems—the Riemann Hypothesis, the importance of 

memory and forgetting in forming our sense of self and identity, and law and society in the digital age. Their 

research pushes boundaries and explores new frontiers in human knowledge. We, at the Infosys Science 

Foundation, are extremely proud of all the winners and their contributions that will certainly benefit 

individuals and society, even beyond our time.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/about.asp


Prof. Kip Thorne, Feynman Professor of Theoretical Physics, Emeritus at the California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech) and Nobel Prize Laureate congratulated the winners and commended the 

extraordinary work that the Infosys Science Foundation is doing to encourage scientific research in India.  

“The Infosys Science Prize, like the Nobel Prize, is an inspiration for young scientists and the general public 

alike:  It calls attention to the beauty of science, and also the power of science to make human life better, 

both culturally and materially”, he said in his address. 

 

The winners were chosen from 236 nominations by jurors headed by eminent academics: Prof. Pradeep 
K. Khosla (University of California, San Diego) for Engineering and Computer Science; Prof. Amartya Sen 

(Harvard University) for Humanities; Dr. Inder Verma (Salk Institute of Biological Sciences) for Life 

Sciences; Prof. Srinivasa S. R. Varadhan (New York University) for Mathematical Sciences; Prof. 
Shrinivas Kulkarni (California Institute of Technology) for Physical Sciences; and Prof. Kaushik Basu 

(Cornell University and former SVP, World Bank) for Social Sciences. 

 
The laureates of the Infosys Prize 2017 are: 
Engineering and Computer Science 
Prof. Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay, Director, Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata, for a scholarly 

record in algorithmic optimization and for its significant impact on biological data analysis. Her discoveries 

include a genetic marker for breast cancer, determination of co-occurrence of HIV and cancers, and the 

role of white matter in Alzheimer’s disease.  

 

Humanities 
Prof. Ananya Jahanara Kabir, Professor of English Literature, King’s College London, for her highly 

original explorations of the long-standing historical elements – conceptual, social and cultural – in colonial 

modernity, and for her subtle and insightful ethnography of cultural and political life in Kashmir. 
  
Life Sciences 
Prof. Upinder Singh Bhalla, Professor, National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS), Bengaluru, for 

his pioneering contributions to the understanding of the brain’s computational machinery. His investigations 

have revealed essential neuronal computations that underlie the ability to acquire, integrate and store 

complex sensory information, and to utilize that information for decision and action. 
 
Mathematical Sciences 
Prof. Ritabrata Munshi, Professor, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai and Indian 

Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata, for his outstanding contributions to analytic aspects of number theory. 

Besides ingenious contributions to the Diophantine problem, he has established important estimates known 

as sub-convexity bounds for a large class of L-functions with methods that are powerful and original. 

http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2017/pradeep-k-khosla.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2017/pradeep-k-khosla.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2017/shrinivas-kulkarni.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/jury/2014/index.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/laureates/2017/sanghamitra-bandyopadhyay.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/laureates/2017/ananya-jahanara-kabir.asp
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/laureates/2017/upinder-bhalla.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Centre_for_Biological_Sciences
http://www.infosys-science-foundation.com/prize/laureates/2017/ritabrata-munshi.asp


  
Physical Sciences 
Prof. Yamuna Krishnan, Professor, Department of Chemistry, University of Chicago, for her ground-

breaking work in the emerging field of DNA architecture. By successfully manipulating DNA – the building 

blocks of life – to create biocompatible nanomachines, she has created novel ways of interrogating living 

systems, increasing our knowledge of cell function and getting one step closer to answering unresolved 

biomedical questions.      
 
Social Sciences 
Prof. Lawrence Liang, Professor, School of Law, Governance and Citizenship, Ambedkar University Delhi, 

in recognition of his creative scholarship on law and society. His prodigious output in the fields of copyright 

law, digital technologies and media, and popular culture raises probing questions about the nature of 

freedom, rights, and social development. His provocative answers link historical context and ethical practice 

in unexpected and illuminating ways. 

 
*** 

About The Infosys Science Foundation 
The Infosys Science Foundation is a not-for-profit set up in 2009 by the board of directors of Infosys at the 
time and some senior management. The mission of the Foundation is to encourage an interest in science 
and research. The Foundation’s flagship initiative is the Infosys Prize, awarded annually to stellar work 
across six categories to contemporary researchers and scientists. It also engages in a host of related 
activities to further its mission.  
 
For more information, please visit www.infosys-science-foundation.com.  
 

Follow Infosys Prize 2017 on   
 
 
About Infosys Ltd. 
Infosys is a global leader in technology services and consulting. We enable clients in 45 countries to create 
and execute strategies for their digital transformation. From engineering to application development, 
knowledge management and business process management, we help our clients find the right problems to 
solve, and to solve these effectively. Our team of 198,000+ innovators, across the globe, is differentiated 
by the imagination, knowledge and experience, across industries and technologies that we bring to every 
project we undertake.  
 
Visit www.infosys.com to see how Infosys (NYSE: INFY) can help your enterprise thrive in the digital age.  
 
Safe Harbor  
 
Certain statements mentioned in this release concerning our future growth prospects are forward-looking 
statements regarding our future business expectations intended to qualify for the 'safe harbor' under the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which involve a number of risks and uncertainties that 
could cause actual results to differ materially from those in such forward-looking statements. The risks and 
uncertainties relating to these statements include, but are not limited to, risks and uncertainties regarding 
fluctuations in earnings, fluctuations in foreign exchange rates, our ability to manage growth, intense 
competition in IT services including those factors which may affect our cost advantage, wage increases in 
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India, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled professionals, time and cost overruns on fixed-price, 
fixed-time frame contracts, client concentration, restrictions on immigration, industry segment 
concentration, our ability to manage our international operations, reduced demand for technology in our 
key focus areas, disruptions in telecommunication networks or system failures, our ability to successfully 
complete and integrate potential acquisitions, liability for damages on our service contracts, the success of 
the companies in which Infosys has made strategic investments, withdrawal or expiration of governmental 
fiscal incentives, political instability and regional conflicts, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring 
companies outside India, and unauthorized use of our intellectual property and general economic conditions 
affecting our industry. Additional risks that could affect our future operating results are more fully described 
in our United States Securities and Exchange Commission filings including our Annual Report on Form 20-
F for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2017. These filings are available at www.sec.gov. Infosys may, 
from time to time, make additional written and oral forward-looking statements, including statements 
contained in the company's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission and our reports to 
shareholders. The company does not undertake to update any forward-looking statements that may be 
made from time to time by or on behalf of the company unless it is required by law.  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Asia Pacific 
Sarah Gideon 
Infosys, India 
+91 80 4156 3998 
Sarah_Gideon@infosys.com 

EMEA 
Margherita Di Cerbo  
Infosys, Europe 
Phone: +44 2075162748 
Margherita.dicerbo@infosys.com 

Americas 
Chiku Somaiya  
Infosys, USA 
+1 408 375 2722 
Chiku.Somaiya@infosys.com 
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