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How ‘Rashtriya’ became ‘Antar-rashtriya’:
Mohan Bhagwat’s global outreach

One of Mohan Bhagwat’s
extraordinary achievements
during his seventeen years as
Sarsanghchalak of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh is that he has not
merely mainstreamed the RSS
in India. In its centenary year,
he has globalised its public
voice.

And how. By celebrating
Rakshabandhan, with RSS
volunteers and friends tying
the delicate bond of
friendship, affection, and
loyalty to thousands in the
world’s financial capital, the
Big Apple. In doing so, he took
an old RSS tradition, of
celebrating six festivals, of
which Raksha Bandhan is one,
abroad.

The choice of three major
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
democracies, the United
States, Canada and the United
Kingdom, can hardly be
accidental. By speaking largely
in English, Bhagwat was not
addressing only sympathetic
sections of the Indian
diaspora. He was speaking
over their shoulders to the
wider Anglophone world: the
media, political
establishments, universities,
religious organisations and,
increasingly, the digital public
sphere.

The scale was
considerable. On August 29,
more than 6,000 delegates
from 39 American states and
hundreds of cities attended the
Universal Oneness
Celebration at Madison
Square Garden in New York.
Two days later, in Toronto,
more than 2,000 delegates
representing 175
organisations from all ten
Canadian provinces attended
the Hindu Vishwa Bandhu
gathering. London, the final
stop, culminates in a
“Celebration of Oneness”
bringing together hundreds of
organisations.

I followed these visits with
considerable attention and
curiosity. What surprised me
was how little the real
significance of Bhagwat’s
outreach was understood and
how quickly the New York visit
became enveloped in
predictable polemics.

A coalition of organisations
opposed the Madison Square
Garden event. New York
Mayor Zohran Mamdani
declared himself in “deep
opposition” to the RSS,
describing it as a movement
“predicated on an
exclusionary vision” and
contrasting it with the
pluralistic, secular India in
which everyone belongs.
USCIRF went considerably
further, urging the US
government to consider
sanctions against RSS
members and even revoke
Bhagwat’s visa.

This was so ironic given
that Bhagwat’s event was 29
called “Oneness” and
repeatedly proclaimed the
unity and oneness of all
humanity. Now people would
have to choose whom to
believe — Mamdani or
Bhagwat.

To demand that a man be
prevented from speaking
because one regards his
ideology as insufficiently plural
is a curious way of
demonstrating one’s own
pluralism. Cancel culture has
always contained this
congenital contradiction:
intolerance practised in the
name of tolerance.

The old charges were
rehearsed too — the RSS as
“paramilitary,” shadowy outfit
behind Gandhi’s assassination.
And RSS as a Hindu
majoritarian organisation
which persecutes Muslims and
Christians.

Nor was criticism confined
to North America. Former
Indian Congressman and
Cabinet minister Kapil Sibal
accused Bhagwat, in effect, of
speaking wisely abroad while
remaining silent at home:
“Words don’t matter. Actions
must speak.” And his was one
of the mildest and most polite
of rebuttals. The Left-oriented
social media, especially on
YouTube, went practically
bonkers with all kinds of
sensationalist speculations
and accusations.

But Bhagwat was also

attacked from the other
direction. A harder Hindu
Right, including commentators
outside the formal RSS
structure, has long found his
language towards Muslims
much too accommodating. His
insistence that a Hindu who
believes Muslims have no
place in Bharat ceases, in that
sense, to be Hindu; his
affirmation that different paths
can lead towards the same
truth; his refusal to define
Hindu strength as hostility to
Abrahamic faiths.

So Bhagwat was struck
from both flanks. To habitual
detractors, he was disguising
an exclusionary movement in
the language of pluralism. To
harder Hindu critics, he was
diluting Hindu interests in the
name of an impossible
universalism.

What was remarkable was
his refusal to be rattled by
either.

I have heard Bhagwat
speak on several occasions. I
might be tempted to observe
that his New York and Toronto
talks were not necessarily his
most brilliant or moving. Nor
was the message startlingly
new. But they were certainly
among his bravest and most
significant.

Hindus must not give up
being Hindu merely because
Hinduism is attacked. But
neither must they become
mirror images of those whom
they accuse of intolerance,
Bhagwat implied. In New York,
he began with the American
word “pluralism” and
connected it with India’s “unity
in diversity”. Diversity, he said,
is natural; unity is truth.

In Toronto the register
shifted. India, Bhagwat

argued, should aspire not to
become a Mahashakti, a
domineering superpower, but
a Vishwaguru: a civilisation
that leads through example,
knowledge and service. “We
don’t say all are one,” he said.
“We say all is one.”

But there was another
message beneath these
formulations that has received
far less attention.

It was simply this: the RSS
exists, grows, thrives, and
exerts influence. It cannot be
written off.

Moreover, RSS has
survived a hundred years of
hostility, misrepresentation,
political reversals, bans, and
internal crises.

The RSS’s role and
importance in national — and
now international affairs —
does not, moreover, depend
upon the BJP remaining in
office. The BJP may be the
RSS’s most successful political
progeny, but the Sangh’s own
sense of purpose precedes
governments and intends to
outlast them.

Even more significantly,
Bhagwat has now inserted the
RSS’s account of itself into the
permanent global digital
record. That too in English,
before large audiences and in
readily retrievable form.

That matters enormously
in the age of search engines
and artificial intelligence.
Henceforth, anyone asserting
what the RSS “really believes”
confronts an expanding first-
party archive against which
such claims can be tested.
There is a sting in the tail for
Bhagwat’s followers too. The
standards he has publicly
proclaimed are exceptionally
high.

Hanuman Ansh: The blockbuster nobody saw coming
The Indian c inema

landscape is witnessing a
miracle at the box office. A
fi lm made on a l imited
budget of less than Rs 2
crore is redefining audience
preference and scripting a
historical trend. The cinema
is already a blockbuster
having been able to awe and
inspire audiences with its
s impl ic i ty and spir i tual
tonality. Hanuman Ansh,
based on the life of Shri
Neeb Karoli Baba, popularly
known as Maharaj Ji among
his followers, has laid a
foundation to the divine
stories of our unparalleled
Sant Parampara. The film
traverses multiple anecdotal
records of people who knew
Maharaj Ji and how he
impacted their lives through
his presence.

Many had already
declared the cinema a flop
after the initial two-week
collection, but the cinema
has surpassed its previous
collections in the fifth week
and is heading towards an
al l-t ime blockbuster
collection of more than Rs
100 crore, proving the power
of spiritual cinema and the
audience's preference for
watching the life tales of our
gurus and sants on the big
screen. Hanuman Ansh is a
testament of how a story
presented with utmost
honesty connects with the
audience for its sincerity and
effort.

Hanuman Ansh brings to
the big screen: the power of
Bharatiya spirituality. It is, in
fact, a lesson for the Hindi
cinema industry which has
long ignored the stories of
our great saints, who have
shaped the Bharat iya
philosophy, thinking and the
way of life. The industry,
which earlier explored tales
of our deities and produced
movies like Jai Santoshi Maa,
has gone astray and is very
reluctant to explore such
topics. In the age of Toxic,
Animal, Marco and Mirzapur
where violence and sex serve
as the main ingredients for
pulling audiences towards
theatres, Hanuman Ansh
stands as a breath of fresh
air and demonstrates the

power of Bharat iya
spir i tual i ty and Sant
Parampara which has guided
humanity s ince t ime
immemorial. Unfortunately,
Hindi cinema overlooked the
incomparable Sant
Parampara that has shaped
Bharat’s society, values and
civilisational ethos. But it is
never too late. The journey
has finally begun — and with

a blockbuster! May this be the
first of many stories that
bring the timeless legacy of
our Sant Parampara to the
screen. This power needs to
reach more and more people
through cinema, and
Hanuman Ansh has done
just that.  It has broken away
from the current stereotypes
and presented the tale of a
sant and a guru, Neem Karoli
Baba, with such purity and
subtlety that it has resonated
with people across the
nation. The cinema captures
the rural landscape and the
struggles of its people. The
cinema focuses on telling

human stories of normal
humans and how their lives
changed on meeting Maharaj
J i .  The f i lm’s music is
intriguing and it fuses the
spiritual overtones with folk
music. The songs ‘Hey
Kharari’, ‘Parvati’ and ‘Maine
tere hi bharose Hanuman’
clearly stand out and stay
with the audience long after

they leave the theatre. The
director and writer of the
cinema, Vishal Chaturvedi,
has done an exemplary job
in weaving a storyline which
keeps the audience hooked.
It is all to his credit that this
story was brought to the
celluloid even after several
rejections, struggles and
difficulties.
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„ktÄe™„h ‚r[ðk÷Þ ¾kŒu ¾kuhkf y™u yki»kÄ r™Þ{™ Œtºk™e Wå[MŒheÞ ‚{eûkk ƒuXf ÞkuòE
„ktÄe™„h yu[.yku

„ktÄe™„h ‚r[ðk÷Þ ¾kŒu

ykhk uøÞ {tºke ©e «Vw÷
…k™þuheÞk™e yæÞûkŒk{kt ‘¾kuhkf

y™u yki»kÄ r™Þ{™ Œtºk’  îkhk

yku„Mx-2026 Ëhr{Þk™

hkßÞ¼h{kt nkÚk ÄhkÞu÷e

fk{„ehe™e ‚ðo„úkne ‚{eûkk ƒuXf

Þk uòE nŒe. ƒuXf Ëhr{Þk™

{tºke©eyu hkßÞ™k ™k„rhfku™k

ykhkuøÞ ‚kÚku [uzkt fh™kh Œíðku

‚k{u ‘Íehk u xk u÷hL‚’™e ™erŒ

y…™kðe fzf{kt fzf fkÞËu‚h™e

fkÞoðkne fhðk M…ü ‚q[™kyku
yk…e nŒe.

yk yt„u ðÄw rð„Œku yk…Œk
{tºke ©e «Vw÷ …k™þuheÞkyu sýkÔÞwt
nŒwt fu, FDCA îkhk nkÚk ÄhkÞu÷e

‚½™ Œ…k‚™k …rhýk{u „t¼eh

ûkrŒyku sýkÞu÷e 50 Ëðk

…uZeyk u™k ðu[ký …hðk™k hË

fhðk{kt ykÔÞk Au. W…hktŒ, rhMf
ƒuÍTz ELM…uõþ™ nuX¤ 2 Ëðk
Wí…kËf …uZeyku™u õ÷kuÍh ykuzoh,

8 Wí…kËf …uZeyku™k …hðk™k

MÚkr„Œ ŒÚkk 11 Ëðkyku™k ƒ™kðx

™k …hðk™k hË fhðk{kt ykÔÞk Au.

÷uƒkuhuxhe™e Œ…k‚{kt y«{ký‚h

ònuh ÚkÞu÷e 20 Ëðkyku™k Wí…kËfku

‚k{u fkhýËþof ™kurx‚ …kXðe

fkÞoðkne nkÚk Ähðk{kt ykðe Au.

ßÞkhu hkßÞ{kt Œ…k‚ fhðk{kt

ykðu÷k 42 ç÷z Mxkuhus ‚uLx‚o …ife

3™u õ÷kuÍh ykuz oh ŒÚkk 12™u

fkhýËþof ™kurx‚ yk…ðk{kt ykðe

Au. ðÄw{k t, „úkBÞ rðMŒkhk u{k t
yuLxeƒkÞkurxf Ëðkyku™e „wýð¥kk
[fk‚ðk {kxu  rðþu»k z ÙkRð
Þkusðk{kt ykðe nŒe, su{kt fw÷
588 Ëðkyku™k ™{q™k ÷uðk{kt
ykÔÞk nŒk, Œu{ {tºke©eyu W{uÞwO
nŒw t. ™þkfkhf y™u ƒ™kðxe
Ëðkyku™k ™uxðfo ‚k{u fzf fkÞoðkne

fhðk{kt ykðe hne Au Œu{ sýkðŒk

{tºke ©e …k™þuheÞkyu sýkÔÞwt fu,
™þkfkhf ŒÚkk ƒ™kðxe Ëðkyku™k

„uhfkÞËu‚h ™uxðfo ‚k{u

y{ËkðkË, „k tÄe™„h y™u
{nu‚kýk ¾kŒu™e …uZeyk u {k t

FDCA îkhk ‚½™ fkÞoðkne nkÚk

Ähðk{kt ykðe Au. yk W…hktŒ

yu‚.yku.S. ‚kÚku ™e ‚tÞwõŒ Œ…k‚
{kt ðzkuËhk rsÕ÷k™k ðk½kurzÞk ¾kŒu

{urzf÷ Mxkuh™e ƒksw™e Ëwfk™{ktÚke
„uhfkÞËu‚h heŒu ðu[ký fhðk{kt

ykðŒk x Ùk{kzk u÷ ‚rnŒ™k

™þkfkhf ELsuõþ™™ku sÚÚkku …ý

só fhðk{kt ykÔÞku nŒku y™u

NDPS ACT. nuX¤ fkÞoðkne

fhðk{kt ykðe hne Au.

{tºke©eyu fÌkw t fu, ƒ™kðxe
‘Nicardia Retard 10’

xuç÷uxT‚™k fu‚{kt ‚Ã÷kÞ [uE™ ‚wÄe
Œ…k‚ fhðk{kt ykðe hne Au, su
ytŒ„oŒ J.B. Chemicals îkhk

Wí…krËŒ nkuðk™wt ËþkoðŒe ƒ™kðxe
‘Nicardia Retard 10’

xuç÷uxT‚™k ðu[ký yt„u  30Úke ðÄw
MÚk¤kuyu Œ…k‚ nkÚk Ähðk{kt ykðe

nŒe. yk fkÞoðkne Ëhr{Þk™ Y.
1.75 ÷k¾Úke ðÄw™ku þtfkM…Ë sÚÚkku
só/ «rŒƒtrÄŒ fhðk{kt ykÔÞku Au.
Œ…k‚ Ëhr{Þk™ W¥kh «Ëuþ™k

÷¾™W rMÚkŒ ‚u™k Vk{koÚke þY ÚkE
y{ËkðkË y™u ‚kýtË ‚wÄe
rðMŒhu÷e ‚Ã÷kÞ [uE™™ku …ËkoVkþ

ÚkÞk u Au. ‚{„ú ™uxðfo™k {q¤
Wí…kËf ‚wÄe …nk u t[ðk {kx u
y{ËkðkË ¢kE{ ƒúkL[{kt VrhÞkË

™kutÄkðe ðÄw Œ…k‚ nkÚk Ähðk{kt
ykðe Au.

yk W…hk tŒ, y{ËkðkË™k
ºkk„z ¾kŒu ÷kÞ‚L‚ rð™k

‚t[kr÷Œ ‘yk™fe nƒo÷’{ktÚke Y.
2.68 ÷k¾Úke ðÄw ®f{Œ™ku
„uhfkÞËu‚h fkuM{urxõ‚™ku sÚÚkku só

fhðk{kt ykÔÞku Au. Œu{s f…zðts

– Äk u¤ef qR ¾kŒu ƒkðeþe
Ëðk¾k™k{ktÚke ‘™k™k ƒk¤fku {kxu

hŒðk™e Ëðk’™wt „uhfkÞËu Wí…kË™
Íz…kÞw t  nŒw t, ßÞk tÚke Y.
66,400™ku {wÆk{k÷ só fhðk{kt
ykÔÞku Au.

yk ƒuXf{kt {tºke©eyu M…ü

‚q[™k yk…e nŒe f u ‚k{kLÞ
s™Œk™u þwØ y™u „wýð¥kkÞwõŒ
yknkh {¤u Œu ‚hfkh™e ‚ðkuoå[

«kÚkr{fŒk Au, y™u FSSAI-

2006 ™k r™Þ{ku nuX¤ ‚{„ú

hkßÞ{kt yku®[Œe Œ…k‚ y™u fzf

fk™q™e fkÞoðkne yrðhŒ [k÷w
hk¾ðk{kt ykðþu. yku„Mx 2026

Ëhr{Þk™ hkßÞ¼h{kt nkÚk

ÄhkÞu÷ ‚½™ Íw tƒuþ nuX¤ fw÷
2,238Úke ðÄw ¾kã ÔÞð‚kÞ
‚t[k÷fk u™e Œ…k‚ýe fhðk{k t

ykðe nŒe.
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