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The unstoppable phenomenon of Kantara Chapter 1 continues 
to create waves across Tamil Nadu!
Produced by Vijay Kiragandur under the banner of Hombale 

Films and directed by Rishab Shetty, the film has emerged as 
a massive blockbuster, crossing a staggering ₹68.5 Crore in 
Tamil Nadu within just two weeks of its release.
The film’s unique blend of divine folklore, breathtaking 

visuals, and powerful storytelling has struck a deep chord with 
audiences across the state. From packed theatres to repeat 
viewings, Kantara Chapter 1 has become more than a movie, 
it’s a cultural experience uniting viewers of all languages.
With exceptional performances, Ajaneesh Loknath’s captivating 

music, and Arvind S. Kashyap’s stunning cinematography, the 
film continues to dominate both the box office and the hearts 
of fans.
Kantara Chapter 1 stands as a proud milestone for Hombale 

Films, reaffirming its commitment to delivering world-class 
cinema from Kannada to global screens.
Box Office Triumph in Tamil Nadu: ₹68.5 Crore in 2 Weeks

‘Kantara Chapter 1’ roars past
Rs. 68.5 cr in TN in 2 weeks

Chennai, Oct 18:
The India–ASEAN 

Film Festival 2025 was 
inaugurated at Avichi 
College of Arts and 
Science, Chennai, as part 
of the India–ASEAN 
Year of Tourism 2025 
under Malaysia’s ASEAN 
Chairmanship. The event 
is jointly organized by 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA), Consulate 
General of Malaysia, 
NFDC, and India Tourism.
The opening ceremony 

saw the presence of H.E. 
Mr. Saravanakumar, Consul 
General of Malaysia; Mr. 
Vijayakumar, Head of 
Branch Secretariat, MEA; 
Ambassador (Retd.) B.R. 
Muthukumar; and Consuls 
General from Singapore 

and Thailand, along with 
the Honorary Consuls of 
Myanmar and Philippines.
I n  h i s  a d d r e s s , 

Saravanakumar noted that 
this is the first India–
ASEAN Film Festival 
in Chennai, celebrating 
cinematic and cultural 
ties. Mr. Vijayakumar 
encou r aged ASEAN 
filmmakers to explore 
India for film production 
and tou r i sm , wh i l e 
Ambassador Muthukumar 
highlighted cinema’s role 
in cultural diplomacy 
and people-to-people 
exchange.
The festival runs from 

October 16 to 18, 2025, 
featuring selected films 
from India, Malaysia, 
Singapore, and Thailand.

India–ASEAN Film Festival 
2025 begins

The film Messenger, starring 
Sriram Karthik in the lead role, is 
set to release on October 31.
Produced by P.Vijayan under the 

banner of PVK Film Factory, the 
film features Sriram Karthik as 
the protagonist. He has previously 
played lead roles in Kannimadam 
and t h e Ma l ay a l am f i lms 
Yuddhakandam and Pathirakath. 
The female leads are Manisha 
Jasnani, Fathima Naheem, and 
Vaishali Ravichandran.
The supporting cast includes 

Livingston, Priyadarshini Rajkumar, 
Jeeva Ravi, Yamuna, Gothandan, 
It’s Prashanth, Cool Suresh, and 
Rajeshwari in key roles.
The film has been written and 

directed by Ramesh Ilangamani, 
who earlier worked as an assistant 
director to A.R. Gandhi Krishna 
and Badri.
The shooting took place in 

Vikravandi, nearby villages, and 
Chennai. The film’s first-look 
poster, released earlier, went viral 
on social media. Now, the team has 
released the trailer, which is also 

Sriram Karthik starrer
‘Messenger’ trailer unveiled

Produced jointly by Godhai 
Entertainment and S.M. Media 
Factory,  The Dark Heaven is an 
intense crime thriller. The film 
features Sithu, Darshika, Ritwika, 
Vel Ramamoorthy, Nizhalgal Ravi, 
Arul Jyothi, Jayakumar, Sharan, 
Janakiraman, Vijay Sathya, Aarthi, 
Sumithra, Alex, Theeban, Siva 
Satheesh, Danny, and many others. 
It is written and directed by Balaji, 
who previously helmed D3.
The teaser launch event was held 

at Hotel Green Park, Chennai, in 
the presence of the film’s cast and 
crew. Prominent attendees included 
director Mithran R. Jawahar, 
cinematographer Manikandan, editor 
Raja Arumugam, music director 
Sakthi Balaji, actor Jayakumar, and 
Sithu’s wife Shreya.
 Executive producer Manoj said, 

“When re-released films can sell 
tickets for ₹50 or ₹100, why not 
do the same for strong content-
driven movies like ours? If we 
start with affordable prices for the 
first show, good word of mouth 
will spread the film to audiences. 
We should support films that focus 
on storytelling -The Dark Heaven 
is one such film.”
Director Balaji explained the 

reason behind the English title, 

Gripping crime thriller ‘The Dark 
Heaven’ teaser launched

“Some asked why the film has an 
English name. I felt it suited the 
theme well. The story is set in a 
hill village where there’s a belief 
that every seven years, during the 
month of June, all the men die. 
That dark legend inspired the title 
The Dark Heaven.”
Lead actor Sithu shared his 

experience, “One day, director 
Balaji called me and said he 
wanted to meet. I felt something 
good was about to begin. I hadn’t 

seen D3, but its trailer and teaser 
looked technically impressive. 
After we met, he narrated the 
story -I really liked it. When he 
said I’d play a police officer, I 
felt confident and excited about 
the challenge. He’s a very talented 
filmmaker, and I’m sure he’ll go 
places. Never judge someone by 
appearances -he’s a sincere and 
hardworking person.”

gaining traction online much like 
the first look.
As a result, expectations for the 

film have risen. The trailer reveals 
that Messenger will hit theatres on 
October 31. The story interestingly 
explores how a messaging app 
changes people’s lives.
The film’s cinematography is by 

Bala Ganesan, editing by Prashanth, 
music by Abu Bakkar, and art 
direction by Balasubramanian. 
Dakshan and Prashanth have 
penned the lyrics, with songs sung 
by Saindhavi, Sathya Prakash, and 
Kapil Kapilan.

Messenger is all set for release 
on October 31.

Chennai, Oct 18:
The much-awaited promo of 

ARASAN, starring Silambarasan 
TR, directed by Vetri Maaran, 
wi th mus i c by An i rudh 
Ravichander, and produced 
by Kalaipuli S. Thanu under 
V Creations, has finally been 
unveiled. The actor has treated 
his fans to this special Diwali 
surprise.
The five-minute-long promo, 

which premiered in theatres 
yesterday evening, received an 
overwhelming response from 
fans across Tamil Nadu. Known 
for consistently pushing the 
boundaries of Tamil cinema, 
Silambarasan TR continues to 

set high expectations with his 
projects.
Unable to attend the screening 

due to safety concerns, the 
actor shared a heartfelt video 
message expressing his regret, 
which quickly went viral on 
social media. Fans celebrated 
the release as a Diwali gift from 
their favorite star.
The promo officially went 

online today at 10:07 AM and 
began trending worldwide within 
hours, drawing widespread 
attention and acclaim.
T h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f 

Silambarasan TR with director 
Vetri Maaran and music maestro 
Anirudh Ravichander is one 

Silambarasan, Vetri Maaran’s 
‘Arasan’ promo video out

Director : Keerthiswaran
C a s t  :  P r a d e e p 

Ranganathan, Mamitha 
Baiju, R.Sarath Kumar, 
Hridhu Haroon, Rohini, 
A i s hwa r y a  Sh a rma , 
Dravid Selvam ChatGPT 
said:
After delivering back-

to-back blockbusters with 
Love Today and Dragon, 
Pradeep Ranganathan 
returns to the big screen 
with yet another youthful 
en te r t a ine r - Dude . 
Starring Mamitha Baiju as 

the female lead, the film 
blends humor, emotion, 
and relatable drama in 
Pradeep’s signature style.
 Gag a n  ( P r a d e e p 

Ra n g a n a t h a n )  i s  a 
heartbroken youngster 
who runs an even t 
management company 
along with his cousin 
Kundhana (Mami tha 
Baiju). When Kundhana 
unexpectedly confesses 
her love for Gagan, their 
relationship - and lives 
- take a complicated 

‘Dude’: Pradeep Ranganathan 
delivers entertaining performance

turn due to a series of 
impulsive choices. What 
unfolds next forms the 
core of Dude.
 Pradeep Ranganathan 

once again proves why 
he’s one of the most 
engaging performers 
of this generation. His 
effortless comic timing, 
animated expressions, and 
natural body language 
make Gagan a delight 
to watch. The way he 
channels frustration and 
confusion leads to some 
laugh-out-loud moments, 
with the interval block 
standing out as one of 
the film’s highlights.
S a r a t hkuma r i s  a 

major strength of Dude. 
His character is kept 
deliberately mysterious, 
and the dual shades in 
his role add intrigue and 
depth. The veteran actor 
delivers a controlled and 
commanding performance, 
anchoring the film with 
his experience.
Mamitha Baiju makes 

a strong impression in 
a character that’s both 
crucial and emotionally 
layered. Her chemistry 
w i t h P r adeep f e e l s 
organic, and together 
they make their scenes 
feel lively and genuine. 
While the first half begins 
on a slower note, the 
narrative picks up pace 
steadily, leading to an 
uproarious and engaging 
interval sequence.
 Sai Abhyankkar’s 

music injects vibrancy 
in t o t h e f i lm , and 
his background score 
effectively elevates the 
emotional beats. Niketh 
Bommi’s cinematography 
is neat and visually 
p leas ing , whi l e the 
production values from 
Mythri Movie Makers are 
consistently impressive.
 Dude is a breezy and 

enjoyable entertainer that 
stays true to Pradeep 
Ranganathan’s brand 
of relatable humor and 
heartfelt storytelling.  

of the most anticipated in recent Tamil 
cinema. Set in North Chennai, ARASAN 
promises powerful visuals and punchy 
dialogues, raising expectations for what 
could be one of the year’s biggest films.
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B.Sc Physician Assistant, B.Sc 

Operation theatre and Anasthecia 
Technology, B.Sc Medical Record 
Science, B.Sc Radiology and imaging 
Technology, B.Sc Cardiac Technology, 
B.Sc Dialysis Technology, DMLT 
(Diploma in Medical Laboratory 
Technology Course).
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