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28" April, 2026

The Manager, The General Manager,

Listing Department, Department of Corporate Services,
National Stock Exchange of India Ltd, BSE Ltd.,

Exchange Plaza, 1* Floor, New Trading Ring,

Plot No. — C — 1, G Block, Rotunda Building,

Bandra — Kurla Complex, P.J. Towers,

Bandra (East), Dalal Street, Fort,

Mumbai — 400051 Mumbai — 400001

NSE Code — PCBL BSE Code — 506590

Dear Sir,

Sub:- Newspaper Publication - Special Window for Transfer and Dematerialization of
Physical Securities

Pursuant to SEBI Circular No. HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD- POD/1/3750/2026 dated 30th January, 2026,
regarding the opening of special window for transfer and dematerialization of physical securities which
were sold / purchased prior to 1st April, 2019, please find enclosed herewith the copies of the newspaper
publications as published today in English in all the editions of Business Standard and in Bengali in Aajkal
(Kolkata) edition.

The aforesaid documents are also being uploaded on the website of the Company at www.pcblltd.com.

We request you to take the afore-mentioned information on record and oblige.

Yours faithfully,
For PCBL CHEMICAL LIMITED

KAUSHIK S8t
MUKHERJEE Date: 2026.04.28

22:16:42 +05'30'

K. Mukherjee
Company Secretary and Chief Legal Officer

Enclo: As above

PCBL Chemical Limited
Registered Office: 31 Netaji Subhas Road, Kolkata - 700 001, West Bengal, India
Corporate Office: RPSG House, 4th Floor, 2/4 Judges Court Road, Kolkata - 700 027, West Bengal, India
P: +91 33 6625 1443 | E: pcbl@rpsg.in | W: www.pcblitd.com | CIN: L23109WB1960PLC024602

Note: “PCBL Chemical Limited” was formerly known as "PCBL Limited"


http://www.pcblltd.com/
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ADITYA BIRLA

BEN CENTURY ENKA LIMITED

e CIN: L24304PN1965PLC139075

Regd. Office: Plot No.72 & 72-A, MIDC, Bhosari, Pune 411 026.
Tel No.: 020-66127304 + Website: www.centuryenka.com ¢ Email: cel.investor@adityabirla.com

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR RE-LODGEMENT OF TRANSFER REQUESTS OF PHYSICAL SHARES

Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”) had discontinued transfer of physical shares from 1% April 2019. SEBI
vide its Circular No. H0/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-POD/1/3750/2026 dated 30" January 2026, has opened a special
window for one year, from 5" February 2026 to 4" February 2027 for transfer of physical shares. Mandatory
requirements for lodging request under special window for transfer of physical shares is as follows:

Execution Date Lodged for transfer before Original Security Eligible to lodge in
of Transfer Deed April 01, 2019 Certificate Available? | the current window?
Before April 1,2019 No (it is fresh lodgement) Yes \/
Before April 1,2019 | Yes (it was rejected / returned earlier) Yes \/
Before April 1,2019 Yes No X
Before April 1,2019 No No X

Case involving disputes between transferor and transferee and/or Securities which have been transferred to Investor
Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) shall not be considered during this drive.

Important Note: Shareholders are requested to avail this opportunity and re-lodge valid transfer deeds with requisite
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PCBL CHEMICAL LIMITED

(Formerly known as PCBL Limited)
CIN: L23109WB1960PLC024602
Registered Office: 31, Netaji Subhas Road, Kolkata - 700001, Tele: +91 33 6625 1443
Corporate Office: RPSG House, 4th Floor, 2/4 Judges Court Road, Kolkata - 700027, West Bengal, India
Tele: +91 33 4087 0500/0600, E-mail: pcbl@rpsg.in, Web: www.pcblitd.com

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR TRANSFER AND
DEMATERIALISATION OF PHYSICAL SHARES

Pursuant to SEBI Circular No. HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-POD/I/3750/2026 dated 30th January
2026, shareholders are informed that, to facilitate shareholders to get rightful access to their
securities, SEBI has decided to open another special window for transfer and dematerialization
("demat") of physical securities which were sold / purchased prior to 1st April, 2019.

This special window has been opened for a period of one year starting from 5th February, 2026
to 4th February, 2027 for such transfer and demat requests which were submitted earlier and
were rejected / returned / not attended due to deficiency in the documents / process / or otherwise.
Shareholders wishing to avail of this special window, are requested to submit their requests for
the transfer and dematerialization of physical securities with the Registrar and Share Transfer

o
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BUSINESS STANDARD-SEEMA NAZARETH AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM 2025

Shyam Saran on the power
of honest, respectful debate

PHOTO: PRIYANKA PARASHAR

documents to the Company’s Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (“RTA”) and such shares shall be credited in
shareholder Demat Account after transfer and shall be subject to a lock in period of one year. In case of any
clarification, shareholders may contact the Company or the RTA at the addresses mentioned herein:

RTA: - MUFG Intime India Private Limited
C-101, Embassy 247, L.B.S. Marg,
Vikhroli (West), Mumbai - 400 083

Email: investor.helpdesk@in.mpms.mufg.com

Website: https://in.mpms.mufg.com

Agent latest by 4th February, 2027 at the following address:-
M/S. MUFG Intime India Private Limited
(Formerly known as Link Intime India Private Limited)
Rasoi Court, 5th Floor,
20, Sir R N Mukherjee Road, Kolkata - 700001
Tele No:- 033 - 6906 6200, Email ID - kolkata@in.mpms.mufg.com

The Company: -Century Enka Limited
Plot no. 72 & 72-A, Telco Road, MIDC Bhosari,
Pune, Maharashtra - 411026
E-mail: cel.investor@adityabirla.com
Website: https://www.centuryenka.com

Place : Kolkata
Date :27.04.2026

Kaushik Mukherjee

Update of KYC and Dematerialisation of Physical Shares
Company Secretary

For PCBLChemical Limited

Shareholders holding securities in physical form are advised to update their KYC details and convert their physical

shareholdings into dematerialised (electronic) form as holding securities in dematerialised form offers several
advantages and eliminates the risks associated with physical share certificates.

For CENTURY ENKA LIMITED

Rahul Dubey

Vice President-Legal & Company Secretary

Place: Pune
Date: April 28, 2026

THIS IS A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. THIS IS NOT A PROSPECTUS ANNOUNCEMENT AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN INVITATION OR OFFER TO ACQUIRE, PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIBE FOR UNITS OR
SECURITIES. NOT FOR RELEASE, PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY OUTSIDE INDIA.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

(Please scan the QR Code
to view the DRHP

speedex
MAHARAJA & SPEEDEX INDIA LIMITED

CORPORATE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: U28997DL2006PLC146383

Our Company was originally incorporated and registered as a private limited company under the name "Maharaja Cookers Private Limited" under the provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 vide certificate of incorporation dated February 15, 2006 issued
by the Registrar of Companies, N.C.T of Delhi & Haryana. Subsequently, our Company changed its name to add its brand name with the company name for better and smooth business flow, pursuant to a resolution passed by our Board of Directors at their
meeting held on December 11, 2023 and a special resolution passed by our Shareholders at the EGM held on December 12, 2023, the name of our Company was changed to "Maharaja & Speedex India Private Limited", pursuant to a certificate of
incorporation dated February 01, 2024, issued by the Registrar of Companies, Central Processing Centre. Thereafter, our Company converted from a private limited company to a public limited company, pursuant to a resolution passed by our Board of
Directors at their meeting held on December 02, 2025 and by our Shareholders at the EGM held on December 24, 2025, following which the name of our Company was changed to "Maharaja & Speedex India Limited" and a fresh certificate of incorporation
consequent upon change of name was issued by the Registrar of Companies, Central Processing Centre on January 15, 2026 . For details of change in name and address of our Registered Office, see “Our History and Certain Corporate Matters” on
page 183 of the Draft Red Herring Prospectus.
Registered Office: Kh. No. 53/27 GT Karnal Road Village, Alipur, Near Alipur Police Station, New Delhi — 110 036, India;
E-mail: cs@speedexind.com; Website: https://speedexind.com; Contact Person: Mansee Agarwal, Company Secretary and Compliance Officer, Telephone No.: 9650589457

OUR PROMOTERS - RAKESH KUMAR AGGARWAL, KUSUM AGGARWAL, AKASH AGGARWAL, ANKIT BANSAL, ATUL TULSIAN AND ROHIT GARG

INITIAL PUBLIC OFFER OF UPTO 50,00,000* EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF % 10/- EACH (“EQUITY SHARES”) OF MAHARAJA & SPEEDEX INDIA LIMITED (“OUR COMPANY” OR “THE ISSUER”) AT AN OFFER PRICE
OF[¢]PEREQUITY SHARE (INCLUDING A SHARE PREMIUM OF X [¢] PER EQUITY SHARE) FOR CASH, AGGREGATING UP TOX [¢] LAKHS (“PUBLIC OFFER”) COMPRISING AFRESH ISSUE OF UPTO 40,00,000 EQUITY
SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF X 10 EACH AGGREGATING TO ¥ [¢] LAKHS (THE “FRESH ISSUE”) AND AN OFFER FOR SALE OF UPTO 10,00,000 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF X 10 EACH COMPRISING OF [e]
EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF X 10 EACHBY [¢] AND UPTO [#] EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF X 10 EACHBY [¢] (“THE SELLING SHAREHOLDERS” OR “PROMOTER SELLING SHAREHOLDERS”) (“OFFER
FOR SALE”) AGGREGATING TOX [e¢] LAKHS, OUT OF WHICH [¢] EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF X 10/- EACH, AT AN OFFER PRICE OF 3 [¢] PER EQUITY SHARE FOR CASH, AGGREGATING X [¢] LAKHS WILL BE
RESERVED FOR SUBSCRIPTION BY THE MARKET MAKER TO THE OFFER (THE “MARKET MAKER RESERVATION PORTION"). THE PUBLIC OFFER LESS MARKET MAKER RESERVATION PORTION I.E. OFFER OF [e]
EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF 10 EACH, AT AN OFFER PRICE OF I [¢] PER EQUITY SHARE FOR CASH, AGGREGATING UP TOX [¢] LAKHS IS HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE “NET OFFER”. THE PUBLIC
OFFERAND NET OFFERWILL CONSTITUTE [e] % AND [#]% RESPECTIVELY OF THE POST- OFFER PAID-UP EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL OF OUR COMPANY.

THE FACE VALUE OF THE EQUITY SHARE IS ¥ 10/- EACH AND THE OFFER PRICE IS [¢] TIMES THE FACE VALUE OF THE EQUITY SHARES. THE PRICE BAND AND THE MINIMUM BID LOT WILL BE DECIDED BY OUR
COMPANY IN CONSULTATION WITH THE BRLM AND WILL BE ADVERTISED IN ALL EDITIONS OF [e] (AWIDELY CIRCULATED ENGLISH NATIONAL DAILY NEWSPAPER), ALL EDITIONS OF [e] (A WIDELY CIRCULATED
HINDI NATIONAL DAILY NEWSPAPER AND [e] EDITIONS OF THE HINDI DAILY NEWSPAPER, [e] (HINDI BEING THE REGIONAL LANGUAGE OF DELHI, WHERE OUR REGISTERED OFFICE IS LOCATED), AT LEAST TWO
WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO THE BID/OFFER OPENING DATE AND SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE SME PLATFORM OF BSE LIMITED ( BSE SME) FOR THE PURPOSES OF UPLOADING ON ITS WEBSITE IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (ISSUE OF CAPITAL AND DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS) REGULATIONS, 2018, AS AMENDED (THE “SEBIICDR REGULATIONS”).

In case of any revision in the Price Band, the Bid/Offer Period shall be extended by at least three additional Working Days after such revision of the Price Band, subject to the total Bid/Offer Period not exceeding 10 Working Days. In cases of
force majeure, banking strike or similar circumstances, our Company may, for reasons to be recorded in writing extend the Bid/Offer Period for a minimum period of one Working Day, subject to the Bid/Offer Period not exceeding 10
Working Days. Any revision in the Price Band, and the revised Bid/Offer Period, if applicable, shall be widely disseminated by notification to the Stock Exchanges by issuing a press release and also by indicating the change on the website of
the BRLM and at the terminals of the Members of the Syndicate and by intimation to Designated Intermediaries and Sponsor Bank as applicable.

This Offer is being made through the Book Building Process, in terms of Rule 19(2)(b)(i) of the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Rules, 1957, as amended (“SCRR”) read with Regulation 229(2) of the SEBI ICDR Regulations and in
compliance with Regulation 253 of the SEBI ICDR Regulations, wherein not more than 50% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Qualified Institutional Buyers (“QIBs”) (the “QIB Portion”), provided
that our Company in consultation with the Book Running Lead Manager may allocate up to 60% of the QIB Portion to Anchor Investors on a discretionary basis in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations (“Anchor Investor Portion”),
out of which 40% shall be reserved in the following manner, (i) 33.33% of the Anchor investor Portion shall be reserved for domestic Mutual Funds, and (i) 6.67% of the Anchor Investor Portion shall be reserved for Life Insurance
Companies and Pension Funds registered with the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India under the provisions of the Insurance Act, 1938 and pension funds registered with the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority under the provisions of the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 2013, subject to valid Bids being received from domestic Mutual Funds and life insurance companies and pension funds at or
above the Anchor Investor Allocation Price. In the event of under-subscription, or non-allocation in the Anchor Investor Portion, the balance Equity Shares shall be added to the Net QIB Portion. Further, 5.00% of the Net QIB Portion shall be
available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Mutual Funds only, and the remainder of the Net QIB Portion shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to all QIB Bidders, including Mutual Funds, subject to valid Bids being
received at or above the Offer Price. However, if the aggregate demand from Mutual Funds is less than 5.00% of the Net QIB Portion, the balance Equity Shares available for allocation in the Mutual Fund Portion will be added to the
remaining Net QIB Portion for proportionate allocation to QIBs. Further, not less than 15% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Non-Institutional Investors out of which (a) one third of such portion
available to Non-Institutional Investors shall be reserved for applicants with application size of more than 2 lots and up to such lots equivalent to not more than 110 lakhs and (b) two-third of such portion available to Non Institutional Investor
shall be reserved for applicants with application size of more than 1 10 lakhs provided that the unsubscribed portion in either of such subcategories (a) (b) may be allocated to applicants in the other sub-category of Non-Institutional Bidders
and not less than 35% of the Net Issue shall be available for allocation to Individual Bidders in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations subject to valid Bids being received at or above the Offer Price. All Bidders (except Anchor
Investors) are required to participate in the Offer by mandatorily utilizing the Application Supported by Blocked Amount (“ASBA”) process by providing details of their respective ASBA Account and UPI ID in case of individual investors
using the UPI Mechanism, if applicable, (as defined hereinafter) in which the corresponding Bid Amounts will be blocked by the Self Certified Syndicate Banks (“SCSBs”) or by the Sponsor Bank under the UPI Mechanism, as the case may
be, to the extent of respective Bid Amounts. Anchor Investors are not permitted to participate in the Offer through the ASBA process. For details, refer to the chapter titled “Offer Procedure” on page 289 of the Draft Red Herring
Prospectus.

This PublicAnnouncement is made pursuant to Securities and Exchange Board of India (Issue of Capital and Disclosure Requirements) (Amendment) Regulations, 2025 (“SEBI ICDR Regulations”) to inform the public that our Company is
proposing, subject to applicable statutory and regulatory requirements, receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to undertake initial public offering of its Equity Shares pursuant to the Offer and has filed the
DRHP. The DRHP filed with the SME Platform of BSE Limited (‘BSE SME”) shall be made available for the public comments, if any, for the period of at least 21 days from the date of such filing and hosting the same on the website of the BSE
SME at www.bsesme.com, website of the Issuer at https:/speedexind.com/ and on the website of BRLM i.e. Choice Capital Advisors Private Limited at www.choiceindia.com/merchant-investment-banking. Our Company invites the
public to give their comments on the DRHP filed with the BSE SME, with respect to the disclosures made in the DRHP. The members of the public are requested to send the copies of their comments to BSE SME and/or Company Secretary
and the Compliance Officer of the Issuer and/or BRLM at their respective address mentioned below and the same should reach on or before 5:00 P.M. on the 21st day from the aforesaid date of filing of DRHP with BSE SME.

Investmentin equity and equity related securities involve a degree of risk and investors should not invest any funds in this Issue unless they can afford to take the risk of losing their investment. Investors are advised to read the risk factors
carefully before taking an investment decision in this Issue. For taking an investment decision, investors must rely on their own examination of the issuer and the Issue including the risks involved. The securities have not been
recommended or approved by the Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”) nor does SEBI guarantee the accuracy or adequacy of the Draft Red Herring Prospectus. Specific attention of investors is invited to the section titled “Risk
Factors”on page 20 of the Draft Red Herring Prospectus.

Any investment decision may only be taken after the red herring prospectus (“Red Herring Prospectus” or “RHP”) has been filed with RoC and must be based solely on the basis of such RHP, as there may be any material changes in the
RHP from the DRHP. Equity Shares, when offered through RHP are proposed to be listed on BSE SME.

For details of share capital and capital structure of the Company and the names of the signatories to the Memorandum of the Association and number of Equity Shares subscribed by them, see “Capital Structure” on page 79 of the DRHP.
The Liability of the members of our company is limited.

For details of the main objects of the issuer as contained in the Memorandum of the Association, see “History and Certain Corporate Matters” on page 183 of the DRHP.

BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS TO THE OFFER REGISTRAR TO THE OFFER

COMPANY SECRETARY AND COMPLIANCE OFFICER

Choice ® O

The Joy of Earning Maashitla -
speedex
CHOICE CAPITAL ADVISORS PRIVATE LIMITED MAASHITLA SECURITIES PRIVATE LIMITED
Sunil Patodia Tower, Plot No. 156-158, J.B. Nagar, Andheri (East), 451, Krishna Apra Business Square, Netaji Subhash Place, Pitampura, New Delhi-110034 MAHARAJA & SPEEDEX INDIA LIMITED
Mumbai - 400 099, Maharashtra, India Telephone: 011-47581432 Mansee Agarwal

E-mail: investor.ipo@maashitia.com

Investor grievance: investor.ipo@maashitia.com

Website: www.maashitla.com

Contact Person: Mukul Agrawal

SEBI Registration Number: INR000004370; CIN: U67100DL2010PTC208725

Telephone: +91 22 6707 9999 / 7919; E-mail: msil.ipo@choiceindia.com
Investor Grievance ID: investorgrievances_advisors@choiceindia.com
Website: www.choiceindia.com/merchant-investment-banking

Contact Person: Nimisha Joshi/Madhuri Mandhania

SEBI Registration Number: INM000011872 CIN: U65990MH2010PTC198262

All capitalized terms used herein and not specifically defined shall have the same meaning as ascribed to them in the DRHP.

Address: Kh. No. 53/27 GT Karnal Road, Village Alipur,
Near Alipur Police Station, New Delhi — 110 036, India.
Telephone No.: 9650589457; Email: cs@speedexind.com
Website: https://speedexind.com

MAHARAJA & SPEEDEX INDIA LIMITED
On behalf of the Board of Directors

Sd/-

Mansee Agarwal

Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

Place : New Delhi
Date : 27 April, 2026

MAHARAJA & SPEEDEX INDIA LIMITED is proposing, subject to applicable statutory and regulatory requirements, receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to undertake an initial public offer of its Equity Shares and
has filed the DRHP dated 24 April, 2026 with BSE SME. The DRHP is available on the website of BSE at bsesme.com and is available on website of Company i.e. https://speedexind.com , websites of the BRLM, i.e.Choice Capital Advisors Private Limited
at www.choiceindia.com/merchant-investment-banking. Potential investors should note that investment in equity shares involves a high degree of risk and for details relating to such risks, please see the section entitied “Risk Factors” on page 20 of the
DRHP and the details set outin the RHP, when filed. Potential investors should not rely on the DRHP filed with BSE SME for making any investment decision.
This announcement does not constitute an Issue of the Equity Shares for sale in any jurisdiction, including the United States, and the Equity Shares may not be offered or sold in the United States absent registration under the US Securities Act of 1933 or
an exemption from registration. Any public offering of the Equity Shares to be made in the United States will be made by means of a prospectus that may be obtained from the Company and that will contain detailed information about the Company and
management, as well as financial statements. However, the Equity Shares are not being offered or sold in the United States.
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Shyam Saran’s keynote in Journalism 2025

address at the Business

Standard-Seema Nazareth
Award for Excellence in Journalism 2025 in New Delhi
on Monday.

The award is given each year to journalists of Business
Standard under 30. The ceremony, which had moved
online during the Covid-19 pandemic, was held in a fully
physical format after six years.

Saran began by invoking Nobel laureate Amartya Sen,
who, he said, introduced the idea of the “argumentative
Indian” to an international readership. “Sen’s central
thesis,” he said, “was that this country has enjoyed along
and deeply ingrained tradition of heterodoxy, open
debate and persistent questioning, through challenging
orthodoxy and inculcating a spirit of curiosity.”

Drawing on the Indian Nyaya tradition (school of
philosophy focused on reasoning), Saran elaborated on
the nature of discourse itself. “There was vada — an
honest, respectful debate undertaken collaboratively by a
proponent and an opponent to discover the truth,” he
said. “In contrast, there was a warning against Jalpa —
signifying hostile wrangling to defeat the interlocutor;
and against Vitanda or destructive argumentation meant
to humiliate the other side.”

Emphasising the ethical core of this framework, he
said: “The classical Indian ideal has been built on the
premise that you persuade through the power of
argument and not through the brute force of coercion.
The dissenter was not an enemy but a partner in the
pursuit of truth.”

With this as the backdrop, Saran turned to the present
— “to the immense responsibility resting on the
shoulders of Indian media, which faces (an)
unprecedented challenge in our age of conformity,”
hesaid.

“If the DNA of India is inherently argumentative,
pluralistic and dialogue-driven, then the media as the
modern public square, must be the true reflection of that
DNA,” he continued. However, he cautioned that “current
media culture, with a few laudable exceptions, has
allowed the art of argument to devolve into Jalpa and
Vitanda rather than uphold the tradition of Vada.”

The media’s “slide into echo chambers”, courtesy
algorithmic compulsions, commercial pressures, and
political polarisation, also had his attention

He warned of “a risk of adopting monochromatic
approaches, where complex realities are flattened into
stark black-and-white narratives, and the loudest voice is
mistaken for the most persuasive,” and added, “In a
monochromatic media environment, you are either a
patriot or a traitor, ” he added.

Saran also presented the way forward, which he said
lay in restoring the media’s commitment to diversity of
thought. “A vibrant media culture must be a platform for
an exchange of different ideas and different ways of
thinking,” he said. “When a newsroom embraces
intellectual diversity and insists on civility, it honours our
deepest historical legacy.”

He outlined three core functions of the media. First, to
inform and educate public opinion, which cannot happen
“if you only feed them what they already believe”. Second,
to hold power to account. “Power thrives in the absence of
scrutiny. But more specifically, power thrives when
narrative is uniform,” he said. And the third, to safeguard
democracy. “As Amartya Sen reminds us, democracy is
government by discussion. If the discussion is
compromised, then democracy is compromised.”

Earlier in the afternoon, the Business Standard-Seema
Nazareth Award for Excellence in Journalism 2025 was
presented to Senior Correspondent Sanket Koul, who is
based in New Delhi.

The award, which carries a cash prize of 75,000, a
silver pen, and a citation, has been instituted by Business
Standard and the Nazareth family in memory of Seema
Nazareth, a young Business Standard journalist who died
on March 19, 1999.

The jury commended Koul for “his incisive coverage of
public interest issues in sectors as diverse as
pharmaceuticals, education, and real estate”. Among the
articles it cited were those on toxic cough syrup, the
Union government’s plan to permit the import of used
medical equipment, and private hospitals escaping the
Ayushman Bharat programme. Koul’s interview- and
data-backed analyses, it observed, “also stand as
de facto checklists for remedial government action and
citizen oversight”.

Meanwhile, the Special Mention award was conferred
on Mohammad Asif Khan, a New Delhi-based senior
correspondent with Blueprint, Business Standard’s
monthly magazine focused on defence and geopolitics.
The award carries a citation and a cash prize of 315,000.

The jury noted that Khan “gives the reader a
fascinating insight into India’s evolving military
capability, weapons systems and defence concerns —
situating these in the context of threats emanating from
rivals and the shifting nature of warfare”. It commended
his ability to look ahead at “emerging threats and their
implications for India”, and recognised his potential to
shed light on the “complex interrelationship between
geopolitics, military preparedness and diplomacy”.

The ceremony also paid tribute to Seema Nazareth.
With her father, PA Nazareth, now 90, unable to attend,
her sister Premila Nazareth Satyanand was present and
shared reflections on her life. She recalled that the first
award instituted in her name was presented at
Rashtrapati Bhavan by then President K R Narayanan,
and that over the years, several distinguished figures,
including the great grandson of Leo Tolstoy, have
conferred the award.
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