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‘Aadhaar wWasn'ta vMust 1or New dIMS’

‘I:elcos say report of telecom secy directing them to accept other modes of identification for new connections is confusing

Devina.Sengupta
@timesgroup.com

tomars

This has defnite]
sion...,” sald an
the operators, who did not wish to

benamod.
An offictal at the Department of

fons (DoT) too
confirmed that Aadhaar was never
mandatory for giving new connec-

tlons, rather it wasoneof the docu-

ments that consumers had to

10 get & new connection. The

mmmmmm back in 2016

L]

Thedeagline  Just oneof the do-

for the cumants 1o regls-

reverification  ter mew  Custo-

process of mers. The confu-

oxistingusers  slon arose after a

as been mediareport Wed

Ingefinitery nesday

extended Su

megoviuntll  sayingthattheml-

SCjudgement  nistry had direc

on Addnaar ted telcos to allot
SIM cards to also

those without an Aadhaar card, on

the basisof other [Ds,

A day later, Sundararajan was

ported to haveclarifed, mylngtm
e has been no change In the cur-
rent rules that say that Aadhaar s
Justoneof the IDs needed for a now
maobile phone connectlon, and tho-

Confusion Prevails [ .
ummmm:‘maxm wishes to

sewhodon’t have It can't be denled
connection.

a

OfMiclals at all the toicos, asking
not to be named, sald they have no
new instructlons rom the govern
menton the marter.

‘They added though that Aadhazr
was & preforred mode of vorifica
ton for new usors as it made the

cation In registration for new SIM,
then It 1s not the case,” sald Rajan

athews, director general of Cel-
lular Operators Assoctation of In-
dia (COAD, which represents all
the major telcos In India.

The government. especially the
M Was nmmmnuymr

e e tiwa o mwit

on Airtel,

‘Idea Needs to Grow
Data Users to Take

Rel Jio’

nqnmmn y preted

the Supreme Courts Fobruary 6,
2017 observation anuma.ndatt-dlm
king of moblle phone numbers
with Aadharr, rs part of the pro-
cess to reverify existing users,

The process Itself. and the Inces-
sant mes by teleos urging
users to link their mobile numbers
with Aadhaar, had become & sore
point among millions of users,

y the elderly or
process easlor and Mster, but it ped who found 1t diMcult to got to
wasn't the only mode as other I3 &noutletof a teico,

Including drivinglicenses and pas-
sports are also accepted.

“DoT (Departthent of Telecom-
munications) probably wishes to
refterate that incase any TSP (tele-
com service provider) Is saying
that Aadhaar Is neaded for verifi-

The deadline for the reverifica.
tion process of existng users has
been Indefinitely extended by the
government til the time the Supre-
ma Court decides on anongolng ca-
so on the valldity of the Identity
number and its enabling Law,

New Telecom
Policy to Focuson
Taking Broadband
toAll: DoT Secy

Aulakh & Devina

New Delhi | Mumbal:The 3§

‘Bharti Infratel-Indus Wil
Attractive to Global PE In

Gupta’s about the Infratel-
Indus combined entity s uwnarlmp
structure being atractive o global PE
Investors comes at & time when analysts
nxm the valuation of thecombined to-

alng o g0 up several notches 1f
Vodafone exii, espectally sin-
ce leumcumww willthen be perce-
Ived as an independent company.
Some brokerages such as Sanford C.
Barnsteln expoect Bhart! and Vodafone
tosellthelr combined stakes in the Infra-
tel-Indus merged entity to a third party,
whichcould bedeep-packet global inves-

Infratel chairman says

the entity’s ownership
structure is better as Voda
and Airtel have equal stake

Kalyan.Parbat@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Bhartl Infratel chalrman Ak-
hil Gupta said the combined tower
company that will emerge after the
merger with Indus Towers will Demore
attractive structurally for deop-pocke-
ted global private equity (PE) Nirms to
buy Into as It will not have a single ma-
Jority shareholder.

would be shackled by any lock-in periods,

sells)
in that, they would be free o sell theirre- o

| be More
vestors’

ve stakes in the Infratel-Indus com-

spectl

bined entity, post-menger closure.
However, he sald that for Vodafone to

malntain 18 equal rights and equal sha

reholder status in the combinad tower

company, “1ts stake cotld not fall below a

reamiage(In relation to Bhart!

certaln pe:
Alrel)”, which hedid notdisciose.
Under the terms of the
ment, Vodafone and
shareholders of the Infratel-Indus combl-
ned entity, even though the Sunll Mital-
led teloo will hold a larger stake In the JV.
Alrtel will own elther 37.2% or 33.8% In
the combined tower entity, while Vodafo-
ne either 4% or 26.7%, depending on
whether Kumar Biria

merger agree-
1l be equal

lod ldea Cellular
tx11.15% stake In [ndus for s 500 cro-

cashor retalnsa 7.1 % stake.

Telco will haveto
step up investments
inits non-core
markets, say analysts

Devina.Sengupta
@limesgroup.com

Mumbal: ldea Cellular needs to

If 1t does not want to lag way bo-
hind Bhart! Airtel and Reliance
Jio Infocomm and lose customers
10 these rivals, say analysts.

*“Tight control on costs can only
take Idea so far; ultimately he
company would need o catch up
With larger peerson Invesiments,
especially In pon-core markets,
10 be &hile Lo Stage # revenue reco
very,” JP Morgan £aid ina report
Cogt controls were a major rea-
son for ldea expanding operating
margins inthe Nlscal fourth quar
1er t0 23.6% from 18.8% In the pro-
vious three months, and repor-
tlrtu lower-than-expectad losses.

would need to do & better
Job of ramping up its hroadband
subhase, " since it added just 5 mil-
lion subscribers in March quarter
compared with Atrtel's 14 million
plus, the brokerage sald. For the)-
scal yoar ended March, Idea spent
aboute7 0o in Capex, compa-
rod with Alreel's €24,000 crore. Jio
Spenteid 000 crore In the January-
Murch quarter alone.

Expecting the tariff war to con-
tnue, CLSA cur 1ts forecast on
Idoa’s revenue andearnings befo-
re interest, tx, depreclation and
amortisation (ERITDA) by 12
30% for FY19-21.

India and the Aditya
Illru Group-owned Idea are in

of merging their ope-
mluns. which Is expected to clo-
seby Juneend. CLSA's forecast Is
for the merged entity

Analysts at JP Morgan sald the
company, which posted 1ts sixth
consecutive quarterly loss, will
have to get more subscriboers mo-
ve o 4G from 26,

‘This is especially important for
thatelco withanaverage revenue
per user (ARPU) of €105, since
ARPLL, sccording to Alrtel, typl
cally more than dogbles when a
subseriber moves fYom 20 to 4G.

Among IS rivals,
Alrtel  reported
ARPU of €116 and
Jio's €137, In the
Dast quarter,

On cue to mrget
more 4G cusio
mers, the teleo Ty
esday sald it will
rollour Voloe over
L'TE (VoLTE) servi-
o8 10 six of 1ts ma
compared  Jor markets — Ma
witnAlrters  harashtra & Goa,
24,000 crore t, Kerala, Ta-

Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh & Teiangana and Madhya
Pradosh & Chhattlsgarh — star
ting May 2 Howovor, it will still lag
wiy behind Bhartl Alriel and Vo
dafbne Indla. which have made an
earlier start. These throe however
trall Jio whose entire offoring is
based ona VOLTE .

Although there has been an in-
Crease In consumption pattern,
the drop 11 data ARPU from egh
to €83 and that of voice ARPU
from €86 to €78 when compared
sequentially points out that
“positive elasticity does not
make sense when this 1s accom.
panled by sharp pricing cuts”,
saldJPMorgan

Digital Communications “From a PE perspective, the structy-
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