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Tender Notice 

MCGM Center For Municipal 
Capacity Building & Research 
(MCMCR) is inviting tenders 
for 'Shifting of 100 KLD 
capacity STP Plant installed in 
the premises of Bhandup 
Sewage Pumping Station to 
MCMCR, Powai'. 

For more datails, please visit 
Tender Tab on 

www.mcmcr.mcgm.gov.in 

Sd/- 
Director (MCMCR)

FPJ News Service 
VASAI 

The Vasai Virar City 
Municipal Corporation 
(VVMC) said on Friday that 
its buses will offer a 50% fare 
concession to women from 
June 1. VVMC includes areas 
like Vasai, Virar and 
Nalasopara in the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region. “Some 
other civic transport services 
have already been offering 
concessions in ticket fares to 
women. In line with the state 
government’s policy of a 50% 
concession to women on 
buses, we have decided to 
offer tickets at half the rates to 
women from June 1,” said 
VVMC Commissioner Anil 
Kumar Pawar. 

Vasai MLA Sneha Dubey-
Pandit said she had earlier 
met officials and ministers 
and taken up the issue of fare 
relief to women on VVMC 
buses.

Vasai: Women 
to get 50% fare 
concession

FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

The state government has 
extended the deadline for 
institutions offering +2 level 
bifocal vocational courses to 
implement the NSQF-aligned 
curriculum to academic years 
2025–26 and 2026–27. 

Originally mandated for 
2024–25, the extension allows 
institutions more time for 
preparation. The bifocal voca-
tional scheme, launched in 
1978-79 based on the Kothari 
Commission’s recommenda-
tions, covers sectors like tech-
nical, commerce, agriculture, 
and fishery. Sixteen courses 
are currently active, with 13 
NSQF-aligned versions 
approved in June 2023. 

As per the revised govern-
ment resolution issued 
Friday, institutions approved 
for new or additional self-
financed batches may begin 
NSQF-aligned courses from 
2025–26. Full implementation 
is scheduled for 2027-28. 
Institutions that have applied 
online to start new or addi-
tional self-financed batches 
will be processed separately. 
Once approval orders are 
issued, such institutions may
begin offering NSQF-com-
pliant courses from academic 
year 2025–26, the GR men-
tioned.

Kamal Mishra 
MUMBAI 

Maharashtra Transport 
Minister Pratap Sarnaik on 
Friday directed Evey Trans 
Private Limited to resume 
and ensure the timely 
delivery of electric buses 
under a revised schedule, 
reviving a previously stalled 
contract. The move comes 
just days after the minister 
had instructed Maharashtra 
State Road Transport 
Corporation (MSRTC) offi-
cials on May 26 to cancel the 
agreement due to non-com-
pliance. 

The directive issued dur-
ing a high-level review meet-
ing held at the Mantralaya, 
aimed at expediting the 
state’s electric mobility initi-
atives. Present at the meeting 
were additional chief secre-
tary Sanjay Sethi, MSRTC 
managing director Dr 
Madhav Kusekar, and Evey 

Trans representative K V 
Pradeep, among other senior 
officials. 

Under the original 
contract, Evey Trans Pvt Ltd 

is to lease 5,150 electric buses 
to the MSRTC. However, only 
220 buses have been 
delivered so far. According to 
sources, the company halted 
further supply citing out-
standing dues of around 
Rs40 crore. 

Minister Sarnaik, while 
emphasising the urgency of 
meeting public transport 
needs, instructed the com-
pany to adhere to the revised 
delivery schedule. “The 
remaining buses must be 
supplied without further 
delays. The state cannot 
afford to compromise on sus-
tainable and efficient trans-
port services,” he said. 

Highlighting the financial 
strain caused by the delay, 
Sarnaik noted that the cor-
poration is incurring oper-
ational losses of Rs12 per 
kilometer for 12-meter buses 
and Rs16 per kilometer for 9-
meter buses – figures that 
could lead to a projected 

total loss of Rs3,191 crore 
over time. To mitigate these 
losses, he called for a propo-
sal for viability gap funding 
(VGF) to be submitted to the 
state government. 

According minister, so far, 
the state has paid Rs 60 crore 
to Evey Trans from revenue 
generated by the electric 
buses, with an additional 
Rs40 crore slated for disbur-
sal soon. A department-wise 
revenue accounting system 
has also been set up to 
streamline future payments. 

To address the broader 
financial and logistical chal-
lenges facing the electric bus 
initiative, Minister Sarnaik 
stated that he is planning to 
organise a high-level meeting 
with Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, and Deputy Chief 
Minister Ajit Pawar in the 
coming days to resolve the 
financial issues.

‘Ensure timely delivery of  
e-buses under new schedule’

IN BRIEF 

1Transport Minister 
Pratap Sarnaik 
directs Evey Trans 

Private Limited to 
resume delivery of 
electric buses under a 
revised schedule 

2Move comes days 
after the minister 
instructed MSRTC 

officials to cancel the 
agreement due to  
non-compliance 

3Directive issued 
during a review 
meeting held at the 

Mantralaya, aimed at 
expediting the electric
mobility initiatives

Last date of 
NSQF courses 
extended

11-yr-old boy 
dies as school 
wall collapses
NK Gupta 
THANE 

An eleven-year-old boy died 
and two other children were 
injured after a school’s com-
pound wall collapsed in 
Kalyan Taluka on Friday even-
ing. 

The incident occurred in 
the Balyani slum area, under 
the jurisdiction of the Kalyan 
Dombivli Municipal 
Corporation (KDMC), when 
the children – residents of 
Krupa Chawl – were playing in 
a lane next to a dilapidated pri-
vate school wall, which 
suddenly collapsed, said a 
KDMC official. The deceased is 
Ansh Kumar Singh, 11, while 
the injured are Abhishek 
Sahani, 10, and Soeb Shaikh, 6. 

Locals rushed to the spot 
upon hearing the crash and 
rescued the children. They 
were first taken to a private 
hospital on a two-wheeler, 
where doctors referred them 
to Rukhmani Bai Hospital in 
Kalyan. One child succumbed 
to injuries, while the other two 
are undergoing treatment – 
one at Rukhmani Hospital and 
the other at a private facility. 
Resident Vaheed Ali Hashami 
said he helped transport the 
children to the hospital. 

Avdhut Tawade, Deputy 
Municipal Commissioner of 
KDMC, said, “The KBK 
International School’s struc-
ture is unauthorised. We will 
take appropriate action 
against the school administra-
tion.” An official said that an 
FIR has being registered 
against the school and further 
investigation is underway.

Shefali Parab-Pandit  
MUMBAI 

The final segment of Coastal 
Road Project (MCRP) a 550mt 
vehicular underpass (VUP) 
connecting Prabhadevi to 
Worli was opened to traffic 
from Friday. 

This vital link provides 
seamless access to the Coastal 
Road, easing traffic conges-
tion and enhancing overall 
connectivity across the city. 
According to a notification 
from the Mumbai traffic 
police, the route will remain 
open to four-wheelers and 
passenger buses between 7am 
and 12am. 

The ambitious MCRP 
includes multi-level inter-
changes at major locations – 
Haji Ali, Peddar Road 
(Amarsons Garden), and 
Worli Sea Face, featuring four 
arms at Peddar Road, eight at 
Haji Ali, and six at Worli. 
While most arms have been 
opened in phases over the 
past year, a key 550mt long, 11-

metre-wide VUP at the Worli 
interchange was under con-
struction. This VUP includes 
two arms – Arm 3 connects 
Prabhadevi and Dadar to 
Bandra, while Arm 5 links 
Dadar and Prabhadevi to 
Marine Drive. 

“The underpass running 
beneath Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan Road provides direct 
access to the Coastal Road for 
motorists from Prabhadevi 
and Dadar. It starts at JK 
Kapur Chowk in Worli and 
exits near Bindu Madhav 
Thackeray Chowk. The tunnel 

connects seamlessly to the 
Worli interchange, allowing 
vehicles to head north 
towards Bandra or south 
towards Marine Drive. In the 
long term, this underpass will 
become a vital connector 
between the upcoming Sewri-
Worli link and the Coastal 
Road, significantly boosting 
east-west connectivity in the 
city,” said a senior civic offi-
cial. 

The tunnel, running paral-
lel to Worli Seaface, is 
designed exclusively for one-
way southbound traffic. 

Final Coastal Road stretch 
connects Prabhadevi to Worli
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Witnesses in Gaza describe more 
chaos at food distribution sites

NUSEIRAT: Chaos erupted 
again Thursday as tens of thou-
sands of desperate Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip tried to collect 
food from distribution sites run 
by a new US and Israeli-backed 
foundation.

Multiple witnesses reported 
a free-for-all of people grab-
bing aid, and said Israeli troops 
opened fire to control crowds.

In central Gaza, an Associ-
ated Press video showed smoke 
bombs arching through the air 
around a distribution centre, 
and gunfire was audible as an 
Israeli tank moved nearby.

Witnesses said it was Israeli 
troops who fired the projectiles 
to clear large crowds of Pales-
tinians after the centre ran out 
of supplies Thursday.

“I came to get a sack of flour 
… a sardine tin or anything,” 
said Mahmoud Ismael, a man 
on crutches from an earlier leg 
injury who said he walked for 
miles to get to the centre, only 
to leave empty-handed.

“There is no food in my 
house, and I can’t get food for 
my children,” he said.

Turmoil has plagued the aid 
system launched this week by 

the Gaza Humanitarian Foun-
dation, which runs three distri-
bution centres in the territory.

Israel has slated GHF to 
take over food distribution in 
Gaza despite opposition from 
the United Nations and most 
humanitarian groups.

Over the past three days, 
there have been reports of gun-
fire at GHF centres, and Gaza 
health officials have said at least 
one person has been killed and 
dozens wounded.

The Israeli military said 
it has facilitated the entry of 
nearly 1,000 truckloads of sup-
plies into Gaza recently and 
accused the UN of failing to 
distribute the goods.

It claimed Hamas was 
responsible for the crisis by 
stealing aid and refusing to 
release the remaining hostages.

The military’s spokes-
man, Brig Gen Effei Defrin, 
said the army will continue 
“to provide for the human-

itarian needs of the civil-
ian population while taking 
necessary steps to ensure that 
the aid does not reach the 
hands of Hamas”.

With media not allowed to 
access the centres, the circum-
stances remain unclear.

The distribution points are 
guarded by armed private con-
tractors, and Israeli forces are 
positioned in the vicinity. On 
Tuesday, the Israeli military 
said it fired warning shots to 
control a crowd outside one 

centre.
Khaled Elserr, a surgeon at 

Nasser Hospital in the south-
ern city of Khan Younis, told 
the AP he treated two people 
wounded at distribution cen-
tres on Thursday -- a 17-year-
old girl and a man in his 20s.

Both had gunshot wounds 
in the chest and stomach, he 
said, adding that other casual-
ties had come in from the cen-
tres but that he did not have an 
exact number.

In a statement issued on 
Thursday, GHF said no shots 
had been fired at any of its 
distribution centres the past 
three days and there have been 
no casualties, saying reports 
of deaths “originated from 
Hamas”.

Separately on Thursday, 
Israeli strikes in Gaza killed at 
least 34 people, according to 
local health officials.

Israel said it would establish 
22 more Jewish settlements in 
the occupied West Bank.

Most of the international 
community views settlements 
as illegal and an obstacle to 
resolving the decades-old con-
flict.� AGENCIES

ISRAELI TROOPS OPENED FIRE TO CONTROL CROWDS

Palestinians carry bags of flour after storming a UN World Food 
Program warehouse in Zawaida� AP/PTI

Highlights
»»Over the past three 
days, there have been 
reports of gunfire at 
GHF centres
»» The Israeli military said 
it has facilitated the 
entry of nearly 1,000 
truckloads of supplies 
into Gaza recently
»»With media not allowed 
to access the centres, 
the circumstances of the 
place remain unclear

Ukraine says it’s ready to 
resume talks with Russia

KYIV: Ukraine is ready to 
resume direct peace talks with 
Russia in Istanbul on Mon-
day, a top adviser to President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, fol-
lowing days of uncertainty over 
whether Kyiv would attend a 
further meeting proposed by 
Moscow. But Ukrainian offi-
cials have insisted that the 
Kremlin provide a promised 
memorandum setting out its 
position on ending the more 
than three-year war, before the 
two delegations sit down to 
negotiate.

“Ukraine is ready to attend 
the next meeting, but we want 
to engage in a constructive dis-
cussion,” Andrii Yermak said in 
a statement on the website of 
Ukraine’s Presidential Office 
late Thursday. 

“This means it is impor-
tant to receive Russia’s draft. 
There is enough time – four 
days are sufficient for preparing 
and sending the documents,” 
Yermak said. Ukraine and its 
European allies have repeatedly 
accused the Kremlin of drag-
ging its feet in peace efforts, 
while it tries to press its bigger 
army’s battlefield initiative and 
capture more Ukrainian land.

Kyiv’s Western partners, 

including the US, are urging 
Moscow to agree to an uncon-
ditional ceasefire, something 
Kyiv has embraced while the 
Kremlin has held out for terms 
more to its liking.

Ukraine’s top diplo-

mat, Andrii Sybiha, also told 
reporters on Friday that Kyiv 
is waiting for Russia to clarify 
its proposals ahead of a next 
round of talks. “We want to end 
this war this year. We are inter-
ested in establishing a cease-
fire, whether it is for 30 days, 
50 days, or 100 days. Ukraine is 
open to discussing this directly 
with Russia,” Sybiha said at a 
joint news conference in Kyiv 
with his Turkish counterpart, 
Hakan Fidan.

Sybiha and Fidan also 
held the door open to a 
future meeting between Pres-
idents Zelenskyy and Vladi-
mir Putin of Russia, possibly 
also including US President 
Donald Trump.� AGENCIES

However, Kyiv needs clarity on Kremlin’s terms

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

THERE IS 
ENOUGH TIME – 
FOUR DAYS ARE 
SUFFICIENT FOR 
PREPARING AND 
SENDING THE 
DOCUMENTS

BEIRUT: The Islamic State 
group has claimed respon-
sibility for two attacks in 
southern Syria, including 
one on government forces 
that an opposition war 
monitor described as the 
first on the Syrian army to 
be adopted by the extrem-
ists since the fall of Bashar 
Assad.

In two separate state-
ments issued late Thursday, 
IS said that in the first attack, 
a bomb was detonated tar-
geting a “vehicle of the apos-
tate regime,” leaving seven 
soldiers dead or wounded.

It said the attack 
occurred “last Thursday,” or 
May 22, in the al-Safa area 
in the desert of the southern 
province of Sweida.

IS said that the sec-
ond attack occurred this 
week in a nearby area dur-
ing which a bomb targeted 
members of the US-backed 
Free Syrian Army, claiming 

that it killed one fighter and 
wounded three.

There was no com-
ment from the govern-
ment on the claim of 
the attack and a spokesper-
son for the Free Syrian Army 
didn’t immediately respond 
to a request for comment by 
The Associated Press.

The Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said that 
the attack on government 
forces killed one civil-
ian and wounded three 
soldiers, describing it as 
the first such attack to 
be claimed by IS against 
Syrian forces since the fall of 
the 54-year Assad family’s 
rule in December. 

IS is opposed to the new 
authority in Damascus led 
by President Ahmad al-
Sharaa, who was once the 
head of al-Qaida’s branch 
in Syria and fought battles 
against IS.� AGENCIES

IS claims first attack 
on Syrian govt forces 

since Assad’s fall

WASHINGTON: Scientists 
say 4 billion people, about 
half the world’s population, 
experienced at least one 
extra month of extreme heat 
because of human-caused 
climate change from May 
2024 to May 2025.

The extreme heat caused 
illness, death, crop losses, 
and strained energy and 
health care systems, accord-
ing to the analysis from 
World Weather Attribution, 
Climate Central and the Red 
Cross. “Although floods 
and cyclones often domi-
nate headlines, heat is argu-
ably the deadliest extreme 
event,” the report said. Many 
heat-related deaths are unre-
ported or are mislabeled by 
other conditions like heart 
disease or kidney failure.

The scientists used peer-
reviewed methods to study 
how much climate change 
boosted temperatures in 
an extreme heat event and 
calculated how much more 
likely its occurrence was 
because of climate change. 
In almost all countries in 
the world, the number of 
extreme heat days has at 
least doubled compared 
with a world without climate 
change. Caribbean islands 
were among the hardest 
hit by additional extreme 
heat days. Puerto Rico, 
a territory of the United 
States, endured 161 days of 
extreme heat. Without cli-
mate change, only 48 would 
have occurred.

“It makes it feel impossi-
ble to be outside,” said Char-

lotte Gossett Navarro, chief 
director for Puerto Rico 
at Hispanic Federation, a 
nonprofit focused on social 
and environmental issues in 
Latino communities, who 
lives in the San Juan area 
and was not involved in the 
report.

“Even something as sim-
ple as trying to have a day 
outdoors with family, we 
weren’t able to do it because 
the heat was too high,” she 
said.� AGENCIES

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

Key Points
»» Caribbean islands 
were among the 
hardest hit by 
additional extreme 
heat days
»» Low-income 
communities 
and vulnerable 
populations, such 
as older adults and 
people with medical 
conditions, suffer the 
most from extreme 
heat

Expert: Half of world’s 
population endured extra 

month of extreme heat

DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
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