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ெச"ைன உய()*ம"ற-, 
(உ01 ம23- உ01 இ1லாத வழ:; ப2=ய ஆ?வைர)

Bதேல2D மE எG. 3 / 2026.
இ"#ய வா'('ைம+ ச.ட4 39/1925 

ெதாட<பான ம?@A 22.05.2014 அEF  
இற"H ேபான #Jம#. G. ஜானM   அவ<கOE

உQA ெசாRHSகT ெதாட<பான ம?.
#Jம#. S. மAVகா,  க/ெப. ("தரவYேவA  
எ[. 22, ஹ−ஜE ^AS ெதJ, _H`பாSக4, இராய`ேப.ைட  
ெசEைன–600 014  ....ம?தார<

ெசEைன–600 017,  #யாகராயநக<, HSகாரா4 3வH ெதJ, கதc எ[. 
11/5-A வdRH  வ"த, கட"த 22.05.2014 அEF இற"H ேபான #Jம#.  
G.ஜானMQE உQA ெசாRHSகOA ஏேத?4 பாR#யைத ேகாJMEற 
அைனவJ4 தfகgSh தSகெதனS கJ#னால, j#மEற4 k<வாக+ 
சாElதm வழfhவதoh ^E_ ெசEைனQpTள உய<j#மEற 
மாrட< j#மEறR#A வJ4 28.08.2026 அEF காைல 10.30 மsSh 
ேமoபY ம?@E @சாரைணQEேபாH நடவYSைககைள` பா<RH, 
தfகளH ஆ.ேசபைணகைளR ெத'@Sh4மாF இதE vல4 
அl@Sக`பwMறா<கT.

2026ஆ4 ஆ[w ஆகr. மாத4 124 ேத# ெசEைனQA 
ைகெயா`ப4 இட`ப.ட

A. கேணச" (81/1980) T.A. ரU:;மா(
K. இள-பX* (398/1984) உதU ப*வாள(
G. [ேவ*தா (UK) (2888/2007) Bதேல2D ^Xவ–-I
மEதாரX" வழ:க=ஞ(க? மதராb உய()*ம"ற-
எG. 320, D*ய cdத1 சeட அைறக? ெச"ைன–600 104.
உய()*ம"ற வளாக-,  ெச"ைன–600 104.
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கடE x<`பாய4 - ெசEைன III 
6வH மாY, சாr#' பவE, ேஹேடாேவr ேராw, zfக4பாSக4, ெசEைன.

அசA ம? எ[ 1129 / 2025
கனரா வfM
ேவள+ேச' Mைள, ெசEைன - 600 042                          — ம?தார< வfM

எ#<
1. {.ேக. ஏெஜE|r
எ[ 100, 100 அY ேராw, |தாப# நக<, ேவள+ேச', ெசEைன - 600 042.
2. @. @ஜயhமா<
1/}4 க4ப< ெதJ, அEைன இ"#ரா நக<,
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Gujara t ’s model 
o f  d e v e l o p m e n t 
has produced two 
more achievements 
worth celebrating. 
In Ahmedabad, wet 
firewood reportedly 
forced mourners to 
use tyres and rugs to 
keep a funeral pyre 
burning. Elsewhere in 
the same city, police 
seized nearly Rs.20 

Gujarat model: Wet 
wood, hot drugs, cold 

governance

lakh worth of MD drug from a 22-year-old man. One fire needed tyres to 
burn. The other apparently needed no such assistance.
Let us begin with the crematorium. The Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation 

had
 blacklisted Shri Vivekanand Gramudyog Seva Sangh for one year after 

allegations that it supplied wet firewood at the Odhav crematorium. The 
contractor was supposed to provide dry firewood and dig funeral pits. Dry 
wood, it seems, was too much to ask. A video that surfaced in October 
showed mourners allegedly struggling to burn a body and using tyres and 
rugs to keep the pyre going. In a country where the last rites are supposed 
to be treated with dignity, Ahmedabad had apparently discovered an innovative 
alternative-fuel cremation system. The civic authorities have now acted. Not 
immediately, of course. The incident surfaced nearly ten months ago. The 
blacklisting proposal was placed before the committee on July 13 and was 
deferred for further discussion. After all, when a funeral pyre refuses to burn, 
there is no reason for the municipal file to catch fire.
The contractor has finally been barred from AMC tenders for one year. 

Organisations in which its president is a member will also be kept out during 
the period. Complaints reportedly included unsuitable firewood, discrepancies 
in its weight and demands for additional money from grieving families. The 
department recommended cancellation of the contract and blacklisting.
One year. That is the punishment for allegedly supplying wet wood to a 

crematorium.
Perhaps the AMC believes that even contractors deserve a cooling-off period.
There are also allegations that the organisation’s president is a former BJP 

corporator and that political considerations may have influenced the handling 
of the matter. These allegations have not been independently established, 
and the civic committee has not said that political connections affected its 
decision. But the mere fact that such questions are being asked is hardly 
a certificate of administrative brilliance. This is what makes the episode so 
revealing. Gujarat is routinely presented as a model of efficiency, speed and 
governance. Yet here was a basic civic responsibility that apparently required 
months of deliberation after a funeral pyre became a public spectacle.
The state may be flying high in advertisements. At Odhav, however, even 

the firewood could not get off the ground.
Then comes the second Ahmedabad story, where the authorities had better 

luck with something that apparently did not need help to burn. The Ahmedabad 
Crime Branch’s Special Operations Group arrested 22-year-old Shakilkhan 
Atyubkhan Pathan, a resident of Ratlam district in Madhya Pradesh, after 
allegedly finding 199.45 grams of MD in his possession on the Vatva-Isanpur 
Road. Police valued the drug at about Rs.19.94 lakh, with the total seized 
property estimated at around Rs.20.04 lakh.
According to police, the operation followed specific intelligence. Officers 

kept watch near the entrance of Gebanshah Pir Dargah and intercepted 
Pathan. A case has been registered under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act. Investigators are now trying to establish the source of the 
drug, its intended destination and whether the accused was connected to a 
wider trafficking network between Madhya Pradesh and Ahmedabad. The 
police action is welcome. But it also raises the obvious question: if one 
carrier can allegedly be intercepted on a public road with nearly Rs.20 lakh 
worth of narcotics, how many others are moving through the network without 
being intercepted? The contrast between the two stories is almost too perfect 
for satire. At one Ahmedabad facility, something that should burn would not 
burn. At another, something that should never enter the city was allegedly 
moving quite comfortably. And both stories offer the same lesson about 
governance: catching the problem is good. Preventing it is better. Acting 
before public outrage is best. In the crematorium case, the authorities took 
months to discover that funeral wood is supposed to burn. In the drug case, 
they caught the alleged carrier before the drugs reached their destination. 
So perhaps Gujarat has not yet perfected the art of stopping everything that 
should be stopped. But it certainly knows how to issue press releases after 
the smoke appears. The advertisement may continue to glow. The question 
is whether the ground reality will.

Diplomatic capital refers to the trust, goodwill and influence that a diplomat, 
or the state represented by its diplomats, possesses in international relations. 
According to political scientist Rebecca Adler-Nissen, diplomatic capital is a 
form of currency that can be invested and exchanged in diplomatic negotiations 
and is strengthened by positive social competence, reputation and personal 
authority.
Unlike military or economic power, diplomatic capital is built gradually 

through credibility, consistency, successful negotiations and the ability to build 
lasting relationships with other governments. Countries with high diplomatic 
capital often find it easier to forge alliances, mediate conflicts, shape international 
agreements and mobilise support in multilateral institutions such as the United 
Nations. Because trust and reputation are difficult to acquire but easy to lose, 
diplomatic capital remains one of the most valuable yet intangible assets in 
international diplomacy.

Diplomatic capital

Unlike water, courage can flow uphill to where it is 
needed. Courage modelled from below is as powerful 
as courage modelled from above.

 - Ira Chaleff

Washington D.C., 
Aug 13:

States across the US 
are joining celebrations 
of India’s Independence 
Day by issuing special 
proclamations declaring 
August 15 as ‘India Day’, 
recognising the country’s 
rich heritage and diversity 
and acknowledging the 
growing contributions 
of the Indian-American 
community to American 
society.
Delaware is the latest 

state to honour the 
occasion, following New 
York, New Jersey and 
Massachusetts. Governor 
Matthew Meyer has 
proclaimed August 15 
as ‘India Day’ across 
Delaware.
The proclamation said 

Delaware is strengthened 
by the many cultures and 
traditions represented in 
its communities, including 
the growing Indian-
American population 
whose presence has helped 
shape the character of the 
State. It highlighted the 
contributions of Delaware 
residents of Indian heritage 
th rough the i r work , 
leadership and community 

Several US states to observe 
Aug 15 as India Day

Role of Indian-Americans in shaping US hailed
service , saying their 
efforts have contributed 
to shared prosperity and 
crea ted oppor tuni t ies 
for future generations. 
The proclamation also 
u n d e r l i n e d  I n d i a’ s 
extraordinary diversity 
of languages, traditions, 
faiths and customs. It 
noted that generations of 
Indian Americans have 
preserved these traditions 
while building families, 
communities and successful 
lives in the United States.
Governor Meyer said 

India Day provides an 
opportunity to honour 
India’s independence, 
celebrate the heritage 
a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s 
of Delaware’s Indian-
American community and 
recognise the enduring 
ties between the people of 
Delaware and India.
H e  e n c o u r a g e d 

citizens across the State 
to participate in the 
celebrations, acknowledge 
the con t r ibu t ions of 
the Ind i an -Amer i can 
community and honour the 
longstanding relationship 

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o 
communities.
A day earlier, New York 

Governor Kathy Hochul 
and New Jersey Governor 
Mikie Sherrill also issued 
proclamations recognising 
August 15, 2026, as ‘India 
Independence Day’ in their 
respective states.
Such proclamat ions 

have become an important 
feature of Independence 
Day celebrations in the 
US, where the Indian 
diaspora has established 
a strong presence across 
business , technology, 
medicine, education, public 
service and other fields.
Across the country, 

Indian diplomatic missions, 
community organisations 
and diaspora groups 
organise a range of 
events to mark August 15. 
Flag-hoisting ceremonies 
are held at the Indian 
Embassy in Washington, 
Indian consulates and 
the Permanent Mission 
of India to the United 
Nations. Parades, cultural 
programmes, music and 
dance performances and 

community gatherings 
are also organised in 
several American cities, 
drawing large participation 
from Indian-American 
families and community 
organisations. Political 
leaders from across the 
US regular ly extend 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y 
gree t ings , us ing the 
occasion to highlight the 
role of Indian Americans 
in s t rengthening the 
economic, cultural and 
social fabric of the country.
The celebrations have 

also taken on a strong 
visual dimension, with 
p rominen t Amer i c an 
landmarks illuminated in 
the colours of the Indian 
tricolour. From the Empire 
State Building in New 

York to the Space Needle 
in Seattle, major landmarks 
have previously joined 
the celebrations through 
spec ia l l igh t ing and 
commemorative events. 
The growing recognition 
of August 15 by American 
states reflects not only 
the scale and influence 
of the Indian diaspora 
but also the increasingly 
close people-to-people ties 
between India and the US.
For Indian-American 

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e 
proclamations serve as 
recognition of their heritage 
and their contributions to 
their adopted country, 
while also reaffirming 
their continuing cultural 
and emotional links with 
India.
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