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TAKE TWO 17

Hot debate over ‘Captain Cool’

Dhoni wants to trademark ‘Captain Cool’, a term given to him by his fans. Legal experts say the bid could set a troubling precedent

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 16 July

Former Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni last month filed an application to trademark
“Captain Cool”, the sobriquet long linked to his
calm and composed demeanour on the field.

Dhoni thusjoins the growinglistof
Indian celebrities seeking intellec-
tual property rights to protect 4
their name and brand value.

In 2023, actor Amitabh “
Bachchan secured legal protec-
tion for his personality rights,
safeguarding the commercial
use of his name, image, voice, and
other distinctive attributes. Soon
after, actor Anil Kapoor obtained an
order from the Delhi High Court restrain-
ing unauthorised use of his name, likeness,
voice, image, or elements of his persona —
including his iconic catchphrase “jhakaas” —
for monetary gain.

Similarly, in 2024, Jackie Shroff was granted
protection by the Delhi High Court, shielding his
name, image, voice, likeness, and signature
catchphrase “bhidu” from unauthorised commer-
cial exploitation.

However, legal experts say Dhoni’s case is
materially different. Unlike the above examples,
Dhoni’s application involves trademarking a fan-
bestowed nickname rather than his personal name
or a phrase uniquely coined — or used — by him.

Nilanshu Shekhar, founding partner at Delhi-
based law firm KAnalysis, said there’s a critical dis-
tinction between persona/personality rights and
trademark rights.

“Though persona rights are part of trademark
rights, they’re not the same. ‘Captain Cool’ is not
intrinsically linked to Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s per-
sonality in the way ‘MSD’ is,” he explained. “One
cannot monopolise a generic term like ‘Captain
Cool.” Any calm and composed person, celebrity or
otherwise, could be described that way,” he said.
“Moreovet, there are glaring irregularities in the
trademark application approval, which we
have challenged.”

Dhoni filed his trademark application through
the Trademarks Registry’s Kolkata office under
Class 41, which covers education, training, enter-
tainment, sporting, and cultural activities. The
application was accepted and advertised in the
Trademark Journal on June 16, 2025.

After filing, applications are examined by the
registrar, and if found acceptable, published in the
Trademark Journal to allow for public objections.
Dhoni’s application is currently at this stage.

If no opposition is upheld within 120 days, the
trademark is registered. Otherwise, the matter pro-
ceeds into a quasi-judicial process involving evi-
dence, counter-statements, and hearings. In
Dhoni’s case, two formal objections have already
been raised.

The first came from Shekhar-led KAnalysis,
which objected on grounds including procedural
flaws, lack of evidence showing prior commercial
use, and the generic nature of the phrase
“Captain Cool”.

Last week, Delhi-based lawyer Ashutosh Choud-
hary also lodged an objection, arguing that the
phrase is too common and descriptive to warrant
exclusive ownership. It is frequently used to
describe any calm and composed sports
personality, he contended.

Cashinginonfandom

Legal experts also caution that allowing individuals
to monopolise fan-given titles risks setting a prob-
lematic precedent.

“For instance, many southern movie stars like
Prabhas, Krishnam Raju, and Ambarish have been
widely known as ‘Rebel Stars.” Such terms belong to
popular culture and collective expression,” said
Vishwas H Devaiah, professor at BITS Law School.
“Turning them into private commercial property
undermines the public domain and the free use of
language — especially when the phrase wasn’t cre-
ated by the celebrity seeking trademark protection.”

Devaiah added that Dhoni’s application hinges
on proving that the public strongly associates “Cap-
tain Cool” specifically with commercial offerings
under his control — alink that has not yet been
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Stamped and exclusive

To file a trademark in India, an applicant must
comply with the Trade Marks Act, 1999. The basic
requirements include:

= The mark must be distinctive (either inherently or
through acquired use)

® |t must not be generic, descriptive, or deceptively
similar to an existing mark

® |t must be capable of identifying the source of
goods/ services

Once an application is filed, it goes through examin-
ation under Section 9 (absolute grounds) and Section
11 (relative grounds). If objections are raised, the appli-
cant must furnish evidence of use, brand reputation,
and distinctiveness

no intention of enabling their commercial monop-
olisation,” he said. “Granting trademark rights in
these instances may have a chilling effect on cre-
ative expression and commercial speech, especially
for journalists, content creators, and small busi-
nesses referencing public figures in good faith,”
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Alpha Partners, warned that if the “Captain Cool”
trademark goes through, it could trigger a wave of
similar attempts by celebrities to trademark nick-
names given to them by fans.

“The commercial value of a celebrity’s persona is
immense, and fan-given names often become syn-
onymous with their brand,” he said.

More likely than not, Dhoni’s attempt would
pave the way for other celebrities to seek commer-
cial control over public nicknames with significant
brand value, Devaiah added. “Phrases like “Tha-
laiva’ (Rajinikanth), ‘Dada’ (Sourav Ganguly), or
‘King Khan’ (Shah Rukh Khan) are deeply
embedded in fan culture and could become attract-
ive for trademark protection,” he observed.

Ultimately, Dhoni’s application will hinge on
whether “Captain Cool” is deemed sufficiently dis-
tinctive beyond fandom to qualify for trademark
protection. The outcome could shape how trade-
mark bodies or courts handle celebrity monikers in
the realm of intellectual property.

Legally ambiguous
Highlighting gaps in Indian IP law, Rahul Hing-
mire, managing partner at Vis Legis Law Practice,

rights, unlike countries such as the public expression but can also carry com-

United States. mercial value. Without careful regulation,
For instance, in the US, granting trademarks over such
music stars Beyoncé and terms risks monopolising lan-

DHONI’S ATTEMPT COULD

Jay-Z had sought to trade- guage and stifling public

mark their daughter’s PAVE THE WAY FOR OTHER  discourse,” Hingmire said. “It
name, BlueIvy Carter,in ~ CELEBRITIES TO SEEK also raises concerns about
2012, shortly after her CONTROL OVER PUBLIC limiting fan engagement or
birth. The celebrity couple ~ NICKNAMES, SAID VISHWAS  cultural usage.”

applied with the United H DEVAIAH, PROFESSOR, Shailendra Bhandare,
States Patent and Trade- BITS LAW SCHOOL. partner at Khaitan & Co, also

mark Office. However,a  PHRASES LIKE ‘THALAIVA
wedding plannerwhohad ~ (RAJINIKANTH), ‘DADA
been using the name, fSOU RAV GANGULY), OR

stressed that for trademark
registration, the mark must be
distinctive and not generic.

“Blue Ivy Events”, for her KING KHAN' (SHAH RUKH “However, the trademark
business opposed the KHAN) ARE DEEPLY office may not always have the
move. Beyoncé eventually EMBEDDED IN FAN CULTURE  full context regarding the
secured the trademark AND COULD BECOME marKk’s strength or distinctive-
rights for Blue Ivy Carter ATTRACTIVE FOR ness. That’s why trademark
in2024. TRADEMARK PROTECTION”  law provides for post-registra-

In India, however, there
is no statute that directly
governs the use of nicknames, voice, image,
or fan-created identities in trade, Hingmire
said. This, he added, creates ambiguity
around when and how a nickname becomes
aprotectable asset.

Phrases like ‘Captain Cool’ existin a
twilight space, he said. “They’re part of

tion cancellation proceedings,”
he said.

Dhoni’s pursuit of the “Captain Cool”
trademark thus sits at the intersection of fan
culture, intellectual property, and commer-
cial law — a test case that could influence
how India handles celebrity titles and the
balance between private rights and
public domain.
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NOTICE OF EXTRA-ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Extra-Ordinary General Meeting (‘(EGM") of the members of Northern Arc
Capital Limited (‘the Company”) will be held on Thursday, August 7, 2025 at 11:00 A.M. (IST) through
Video Conference ("VC")/ Other Audio Visual Means ("OAVM") to transact the business, as set out in the
Notice of the EGM in compliance with the Companies Act, 2013 (‘the Act’), SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 ("SEBI Listing Regulations") and in accordance with the
relevant circulars issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs ("MCA") and Securities and Exchange Board of
India ("SEBI"), without the physical presence of the Members ata common venue.

In compliance with the MCA & SEBI circulars, the notice of the EGM along with the explanatory statement
have been sent on Tuesday, July 16, 2025, through electronic mode to those members whose e-mail
addresses are registered with the Company / Depository Participants. Accordingly, the shareholders who
have not yet registered or updated their e-mail address are requested to register their e-mail address with
their depository participants. Shareholders may note that the notice of EGM along with the Explanatory
Statement also available on the Company's website i.e., www.northernarc.com and the website of Stock
Exchanges viz. BSE limited at www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at
www.nseindia.com and on the website of National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL)
www.evoting.nsdl.com.

In compliance with section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 20 of the Companies
(Management and Administration), Rules, 2014, as amended from time to time and Regulation 44 of the
SEBI Listing Regulations, the members are provided with the facility to cast their vote on the resolution
setforth in the notice of the EGM using electronic voting system (e-voting) provided by National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL) and voting of the members shall be in proportion to the equity shares held by
them as on Thursday, July 31, 2025 (‘Cut-off date’). The Company has appointed Mr. M. Damodaran
(M. No. F5837) as a Scrutinizer failing him, Ms. J. Kalaiyarasi (M. No. A29861) of M/s. M Damodaran and
Associates LLP, Practicing Company Secretaries, Chennai (Firm Registration No. L2019TN006000) as
the scrutinizer to conduct the e-voting process in a fair and transparent manner and the members may
kindly note that results of e-voting will be announced within two working days from the conclusion of EGM.

» The remote e-voting period will commence on Monday, August 4, 2025, at 09:00 A.M. (IST) and will end
on Wednesday, August 6, 2025, at 05:00 PM. (IST). During the period, the members may cast their vote
electronically. The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL thereafter.

+ Those members, who shall be present in the EGM through VC/OAVM facility and had not cast their
votes on the resolution through remote e-voting, shall be eligible to vote through remote e-voting
system during the EGM.

» The members whose name is recorded in the register of members or in the register of beneficial owners
maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off date shall only be entitled to avail the facility of remote
e-voting as well as voting in the general meeting.

» The members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the EGM may attend / participate in
the EGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again.

The detailed instructions to members for remote e-voting and joining general meeting is set out in the
EGM notice.

All grievances connected with the facility for remote voting by electronic means may be addressed to
Ms. Pallavi M, Senior Manager, National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL), Trade World — A Wing,
Kamala Mills Compound Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400013 or send an email to at evoting@nsdl.com or
callon:022-4886 7000.

For Northern Arc Capital India Limited
Sd/-

Prakash Chandra Panda

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Place : Chennai
Date : July 16, 2025

clearly established.

“Fans often give such titles affectionately, with

he added.

Akshat Pande, managing partner at law firm

pointed out that India lacks a clear statutory

framework governing personality or publicity

OPINION

The KYC menace

SHREEKANT SAMBRANI

The Election Commission’s special
intensive revision of electoral rolls
presently underway in Bihar has
come in for much criticism for its
rigid approach, which is being
deemed respondent-unfriendly, and

with possible political consequences.

The Supreme Court’s instruction last
week to include Aadhaar is supposed
to ease this situation somewhat.

However, in Aadhaar, and now its
latest insistence on biometrics, we
may have created another monster,
which, in the name of adding to the
ease of countless transactions, we
need to undertake online almost
daily, and which actually results in
hindering many, making most
people tear their hair.

Another part is the insistence on
know your customer (KYC) for all
types of individual transactions,
including for opening/renewing the
bank account, telephone, electricity
and gas connections, credit/ debit/
online payment cards, share trading,
making fixed deposits, and even
tatkal railway bookings.

The KYC procedures, in principle,
are a good thing, helping prevent
possible online frauds and identity

thefts. Itis the process and the
manner in which KYC is sought
to be implemented by most
agencies, which are required to
do so, that causes problems, often
agonising ones.

Aadhaar is the principal pivot on
which KYC is based. And herein start
the problems. When Aadhaar was
introduced, the Unique Identifica-
tion Authority of India (UIDAI) did
not seem to have issued standard
formats. For example, how the name
is written: generally, it is the first-
middle-last format, but in states such
as Gujarat, it is the last name followed
by the first and the father’s first name
(in case of a married woman, the hus-
band’s first name) as the default
middle name. In case one uses docu-
ments with another order of names
(for example, PAN), prompt comes
the response of mismatch and KYC is
not established! Further, older Aad-
haar cards did not have biometric
profiles. Therefore, now one has to
subject oneself'to finger- and iris-
printing. All of this becomes
extremely time-consuming
and often, it seems, impossible
to navigate.

I have myselfbeen at the receiving
end of this tyranny for some time

now. In one recent instance, while
trying to revive a long dormant
account in a public sector bank, I was
directed by the branch to visit
another agency some distance away
for the biometrics as the branch was
not equipped to handle it. On several
such occasions, I have thrown in

the towel, not because I fail to
understand what is required, but
rather because it is not worth the
trouble involved.

But it need not be so difficult at
all. First, UIDAI needs to deal with
the name order problem. Surely gen-
iuses who implemented Aadhaar
initially, such as Nandan Nilekani
and R S Sharma, can devise a method
by which these problems can be
dealt with at source. Banks routinely
accept for deposit into my account
instruments that have the order of
my names mixed or my first name
spelt in its more than half a dozen
variants. Why can this not be poss-
ible with Aadhaar? The authority
currently allows card-holders to
change details such as addresses,
phone numbers etc online with spec-
ified documentary evidence, but not
the order of names. For that, the
cardholder must physically visit the
local UIDAI office. One fails to under-
stand the reason.

There is an even simpler way.
There is a KYC repository authority,
which stores all KYC data, including

photographs, PAN and contact
details linked to the Aadhaar
number. Why can the agency asking
to establish KYC not access the auth-
ority’s data bank with the client’s
authorisation and complete the task
without making the client jump
through the hoops all over again?
But the realist that I am, I realise
that these seemingly simple sol-
utions will not be accepted anytime
soon. The reason is not technology
or devices, but our mindset. Despite
35 years of economic liberalisation
and endless talk of ease of doing
business, our bureaucratic ethos is
still that of a traffic police constable.
People are assumed to be simple-
tons, guilty of whatever transgress-
ion they are charged with, and liars
to boot. The onus of proof of any of
these suppositions being untrue is
entirely on the respondent and often
requires voluminous and arcane
documentation, as the benighted
voters in Bihar have been discover-
ing. The classic case is the ubiqui-
tous survival certificate a pensioner
has to provide. In one instance, when
an intermediate period certificate
was misplaced, the poor soul had to
prove that she was indeed alive then!
The KYC, alas, fellow Indians, is
in our stars.
The writer is a Baroda-based
economist
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SAPPHIRE FOODS INDIA LIMITED

Registered Office: 702, Prism Tower, A Wing, Mindspace, Link Road, Goregaon (West), Mumbai - 400062
Corporate Identification Number (CIN): L55204MH2009PLC197005 Tel. No.: 022 67522300
Email id: investor@sapphirefoods.in Website: www.sapphirefoods.in

NOTICE FOR 16TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that 16" Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) of the members of the Company will be held on Friday, 8 August 2025
at 11:30 a.m. (IST) through Video Conferencing (“VC”)/Other Audio Visual Means (“OAVM”) without physical presence of the members at
a common venue, in compliance with the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and the Rules made thereunder (“the Act”),
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (“Listing Regulations”) read
with General Circular No. 9/2024 dated 19" September 2024, General Circular No. 14/2020 dated 8" April 2020, General Circular No.
17/2020 dated 13* April 2020 and General Circular No.20/2020 dated 5" May 2020 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA”)
(collectively referred to as ‘MCA Circulars’) and SEBI Circular dated 3 October 2024, to transact the business as set out in the Notice of
16" AGM of the Company. Members will be able to attend and participate in the AGM by VC/OAVM only. Members attending the AGM
through VC/OAVM will be counted for the purpose of reckoning the quorum under Section 103 of the Act.

In compliance with the aforesaid MCA circulars and SEBI circulars, the Company has sent Notice of 16" AGM and Annual Report for FY 2024-
25 by electronic mode only, on Wednesday, 16" July 2025, to all the members whose email addresses are registered with the Depository
Participants up to Friday, 4™ July 2025. A letter containing the weblink for accessing the Annual Report for FY 2024-25 is sent to those
shareholders whose email addresses are not registered.

The Notice of the 16" AGM and Annual Report for FY 2024-25 can be downloaded from the Company’s website at www.sapphirefoods.in,
website of the stock exchanges, i.e., BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com
and also on the website of MUFG Intime India Private Limited (“MUFG Intime”) at https://instavote.linkintime.co.in.

REMOTE E-VOTING AND E-VOTING AT THE AGM

Pursuant to Section 108 of the Act read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management & Administration) Rules, 2014, Regulation 44 of
the Listing Regulations and Secretarial Standard on General Meetings, the Company has engaged services of MUFG Intime for providing
remote e-voting facility prior to AGM (“remote e-voting”) and e-voting at the time of AGM for all its members to cast their vote on all
the resolutions set out in the Notice of 16" AGM.

Cut-off date for e-voting
Commencement of Remote e-voting 9:00 a.m. (IST) on Monday, 4" August 2025
Conclusion of Remote e-voting 5:00 p.m. (IST) on Thursday, 7* August 2025

Members who will be present at the AGM through VC/OAVM and who have not cast their vote by remote e-voting, will be eligible to
exercise their right to vote during the AGM. Members who have cast their vote by Remote e-voting prior to the AGM may also attend and
participate in the AGM but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again.

Thursday, 31 July 2025

Accordingly, members may cast their votes through remote e-voting and e-voting at the AGM by following the instructions mentioned in
the Notice. Once the vote on a Resolution is cast by the Member, he/she shall not be allowed to change it subsequently.

The Company has appointed Mr. Alwyn D’Souza (Membership No. FCS 5559) of M/s. Alwyn D’Souza & Co., Practising Company
Secretaries and failing him Mr. Jay D’Souza (Membership No. FCS 3058) of Jay D’Souza & Co., Practicing Companies Secretaries, to act
as a Scrutinizer for monitoring remote e-voting process and e-voting at the AGM in fair and transparent manner. The results of e-voting
shall be declared not later than 48 hours from conclusion of the AGM. The results declared along with the Scrutinizer’s Report shall be
communicated to the Stock Exchanges and will be placed on the website of the Company at www.sapphirefoods.in and on the website
of MUFG Intime https://instavote.linkintime.co.in.

LIVE WEBCAST OF THE AGM

Members will be able to attend the 16" AGM through VC/OAVM facility provided by MUFG Intime by following the instructions
mentioned in the Notice.

Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes a Member of the Company after dispatch of the Notice and is holding
shares as of the cut-off date i.e., Thursday, 31 July 2025, may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request at enotices@
in.mpms.mufg.com. However, if he/she is already registered with MUFG Intime for Remote e-voting then he/she can use his/her existing
User ID and password for casting the vote.

Members who need assistance before or during the AGM, can contact MUFG Intime on instameet@in.mpms.mufg.com or Contact on:
- Tel: 022-4918 6000 / 4918 6175.

Members are requested to carefully read all the Notes set out in the Notice of the AGM and in particular, instructions for joining the
AGM, manner of casting vote through Remote e-voting or through e-voting during the AGM.

For Sapphire Foods India Limited

By Order of the Board of Directors

Sd/-

Sachin Dudam

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer
Membership No. — A31812

Place: Mumbai
Date : 16" July 2025
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