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2026 regarding the 33™ Annual General Meeting of the Company scheduled to be held on Friday,
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Audio Visual Means (OAVM) facility and E-Voting information.
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You are kindly requested to take the same on record.
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HRISHIKESH
PARANDEKAR IS
KOLTE-PATIL CEO

REALTY FIRM
KOLTE-PATIL
Developers
has
appointed
Hrishikesh
Parandekar as its Chief
Executive Officer (CEO).
The appointment will be
effective from August 24,
2026, the Pune-based
company said ina
regulatory filing on
Wednesday.

AWS TO SETUP
BUILDER LOFTS
IN HYDERABAD
AMAZON
WEB
SERVICES
(AWS) on
Wednesday
announced
plans to launch its
community-first hub
called AWS Builder Loft
in three new locations
globally, including
Hyderabad, alongside
Berlin and Sao Paulo.
The launch dates will be
announced in near future.

Hyundai cars to
be up to 1%
costlier from Sept

HYUNDAIMOTOR INDIA on
Wednesday said it plans to
increase prices of its vehicles
by up to 1% across its
portfolio, from September
2026, to partially offset cost
pressures. The quantum of
increase will vary depending
on the model and variant, it
said in a regulatory filing.

Rodic & Nasscom
join hands to

speed up Alin infra

INFRASTRUCTURE

& ENGINEERING

consultant Rodic

Consultants has
partnered with Nasscom to
accelerate Al adoption
across domestic
infrastructure and other
strategic sectors.

Bengaluru gets
Gemini Enterprise

Experience Centre

ECONZ IT SERVICES, A
Google Cloud partner, has
launched Bengaluru's first
Gemini Enterprise Experience
Centre. The centre will
provide enterprises with an
immersive environment to
experience, build, test and
deploy advanced Agentic Al
solutions. — AGENCIES

LTTS signs
$75-mn deal
with global
tech firm

FE BUREAU
Bengaluru, August 19

L&TTECHNOLOGY SERVICES
(LTTS)  on  Wednesday
announced that it has bagged
afive-year contract valued at
over $75 million to deploy its
Engineering Intelligence (EI)
capabilities foran undisclosed
global tech enterprise client.In
an exchange filing, the engi-
neering services firm shared
its plans to help the client
accelerate development of Al-
led solutions for its customer
portfolio through infused Al
capabilities across its end-to-
end product developmentand
engineering lifecycle.

Under the initiative, LTTS
will cover all areas including
product engineering,software
development, testing, valida-
tion, sustenance engineering,
platform operations and
related digital engineering ser-
vices, for the client. The
Guijarat-headquartered firm
willalso enable the “creation of
adedicated engineering centre
for technology and digital
functions,” leveraging its full-
stack of El solutions.

In September last year,
LTTS had lastinked alarge deal
after bagging a major $100
million multi-year agreement
with a US-based industrial
equipment  manufacturer
catering to the semiconductor
value chain.

OPSTO BEGIN IN INDIA, FOLLOWED BY BANGLADESHAND SRILANKA

elco's direct-to-device
satcom set for 2028 launch

OJASVI GUPTA
New Delhi, August 19

INDIAWILL BE among the first
markets for Nelco’s direct-to-
device (D2D) satellite connec-
tivityas the Tata Group-backed
satellite ~ communications
provider plans to launch com-
mercial services by early 2028.

The company will also look
to begin operations in other
South Asian markets like
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka as it
expands beyond its core satel-
lite connectivity and capacity-
reselling business.

Nelco Managing Director
and CEO P | Nath said the
opportunityinthe D2D market
is large, adding over time D2D
canbecomeasignificant part of
the satellite communications
ecosystem.

“D2D technology allows a
satellite to communicate
directlywithanordinary smart-
phone, vehicle sensor or IoT
device,”Nathsaid.Headdeditis
widelyseenas satellite commu-
nication's next major growth
segmentafterfixed geostation-
ary broadband and, more
recently, low-earth-orbit con-

Wit is widely seen as satellite
communication's next major
growth segment after fixed
geostationary broadband
and, more recently, low-earth-

orbit constellations

stellations.

Nelco has recentlyacquired
a minority stake in Lunar
Holdco for ¥191.2 crore ($20
million). Lunar brings to the
table satellite mobile connec-
tivity solutions underthe Elveo
Mobilebrand.The strategyis to
team upwith mobile operators
rather than compete with
them orsell services directlyto
consumers. The D2D model
will remain predominantly
B2Band B2G.

The investment in Lunar is

astrategic one.“We don'twant
to be just a reseller this time.
We want a far bigger and
deeperengagement,a strategic
partner,notadistributor,'Nath
said, adding that the invest-
mentalso gives Nelcoaroute to
expand beyond India into
other markets.

The company, currently
operates in the geostationary
(GEO) satellites and expects
low Earth orbit (LEO) to create
new markets rather than sim-
ply displace its existing busi-

HUL moves HC against
Beco over Surf, Vim ads

FE BUREAU

Mumbai, August 19
HINDUSTAN UNILEVER
(HUL) on Wednesday

approached the Delhi High
Court against Kwick Living
India,which owns home-care
D2C brand Beco, over an
advertising campaign target-
ing HUL’s Surf Excel and Vim
products. The suit alleged
commercial disparagement,
trademark infringement and
passing off.

The High Court issued
notice to Becoon HUL's appli-
cation seeking an interim
injunction against the cam-
paign.

Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani did not pass an
immediate order restraining
the advertisements and
directed Kwick Living to
respond before the court con-
siders HUL's interim plea. The
matter is scheduled for fur-
ther hearing on August 21.

Beco had launched its
‘#WarOnWhatsHidden’ cam-
paign last week through

AD WAR

mBeco had

launched its
"#WarOnWhatsHidden
' campaign last week

Ascreenshot of the Beco ad

mThe campaign ~ mHULhas alleged
says these that the
ingredientscan  advertisements
cause skin portray its
irritation and products as
allergic reactions  harmful

videos, social media posts,
influencers and outdoor
hoardings comparing its
laundry and dishwashing liq-
uids with Surf Excel Matic
Liquidand Vim Dishwash Gel.

According to HUL’s sub-
missions, the advertisements
claim that two chemicals,
Benzisothiazolinone (BIT)
and Linear Alkylbenzene Sul-
fonate (LAS), are present in
Surf Excel, while LAS is pre-
sent in Vim. The campaign

says these ingredients can
cause skin irritation and
allergic reactions.

HUL has alleged that the
advertisements portray its
products as harmful and
encourage consumers to
switch to Beco products.

It has also objected to the
use of its registered taglines,
including Vim’s “100 nim-
buon ki shakti” and Surf
Excel’s “Daag Achhe Hain" in
the campaign.

Skoda bets big on sedans
despite SUVs’rising graph

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, August 19

SKODA AUTO INDIA is target-
ing 22-25% growth for the
Slavia with its upcoming
facelift, despite the segment
shrinkingsignificantlyin recent
years.“Sedans has been a body
style which has defined the
Skoda brand. It’s been our
strength, it’s been our identity,”
said Ashish Gupta, brand direc-
tor, Skoda Auto India.

The Slavia has sold close to
80,000 units in India since
launchand commandsaround
30% ofthe sedan segment.The
model contributes 18-20% of
Skoda’s overall portfolio sales.
“The Slavia does around 1,200
cars forme a month,whichisa
substantial portion of my port-
folio. And with the facelift, ’'m
targetinga 22 to 25%growth,”
Guptasaid.

Thesedanis thesecond-best
seller in its segment, behind
Volkswagen Virtus, which aver-
ages around 1,400 units a
month. Hyundai Verna and
Honda City are the other key
rivals.

The facelifted Slavia will go
on sale by early October. The
brand hasalsounveiled plansto
introduce the Superbdieseland
also announced another lot of
limited-run Octavia RS for
India.

Apart from sedans, Skoda
has expanded its SUV portfolio
with the Kushag, Kylaq and
Kodiag, but continues to see
sedans as central to its brand
identity and product strategy.
“We are among the few brands
globallyright nowwhostill have

FOCUS AREA

mThe Slavia has sold close to
80,000 units in India since
launch & commands around
30% of the sedan segment

ASHISH GUPTA,

m Itis the second-best
seller in its segment,
behind Volkswagen
Virtus, which
averages around
1,400 units a
month

mThe facelifted Slavia
will go on sale by early
October

BRAND DIRECTOR, SKODA AUTO INDIA

Slavia sellsaround 1,200 cars formea
month,whichisasubstantial portion
of my portfolio...with the facelift,

Tam targeting 22-25% growth

avery huge sedan and success-
ful sedan portfolio,” Gupta said.
“That is why the sedan’s body
style is important for us as
Skodaasabrand.”

The companyisalsolooking
to build on the success of the
Kylag, which Gupta said
reflected lessons fromits earlier
experience in India. The com-
pact SUVwas positioned in the
right segment, offered at com-
petitive price points and
equipped  with  features
demanded by customers.

“You have to keep pace with
the speed of the market and
there are no ifs and buts about
it,” Gupta said.“With the Kylak
we took those learnings on
board and did a lot of things
right”

While Skoda remains open

to expanding its SUV portfolio,
Gupta said decisions would
depend on development time-
lines, feasibility and the value
the products can offer.

The company is also
expanding its retail footprint,
targeting 200 cities by the end
of the year. It currently has
around 190 cities and 340
touch points, with 55-60% of
sales coming from tier-II and
tier-IIl towns.

Skoda is preparing to intro-
duce CNG, which Gupta
described as its “first focus”
among alternate powertrains,
particularly for the Kylaq. It is
also evaluating larger products
for diesel and exploring oppor-
tunities to export India-1. ade
Slavia and Kushaq to glob.!
markets.

ness. In India, there have been
delays in opening up LEO ser-
vices in India.

Nelcosees potential applica-
tions across smart agriculture,
connected vehicles, maritime
safety and remote monitoring,
whereterrestrial networks may
not always be available. While
the company plans to build a
presence across South Asia, it
expects D2D to become a sig-
nificant growth opportunity
over the next five to 10 years as
more devices come online.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026

India eyes supply-chain gains
after Google Pixel’s China exit

ASHUTOSH MISHRA &
OJASVI GUPTA
New Delhi, August 19

GOOGLE'S PLAN TO move
Pixel smartphone production
out of China by 2027 could
give India a fresh opportunity
to move up the electronics
value chain, beyond assem-
bling phones to making the
components and sub-assem-
blies that go into them. But
Indiawill have to contend with
Vietnam, which has a deeper
and more established electron-
ics supply chain.

According to reports,
Google plans to shift Pixel
production out of China as
part of efforts to diversify its
supply chain. The company
has been expanding manu-
facturing in both India and
Vietnam,with Vietnam taking
on high-end Pixel develop-
mentand production.

For India, the real opportu-
nity could lie in components
such as display and camera
modules,multi-layerand high-
density interconnect (HDI)
printed circuit boards, passive
components, lithium-ion cells
and mobile enclosures, indus-
try experts said.

“India has already demon-
strated that it can become a

MOBILE HUB

m Google plans

to shift Pixel
production out of
China as part of
efforts to diversify

mThe company has
been expanding
manufacturing in
both India and
Vietnam

global-scale electronics
assembly and export base.
The next logical step is to
deepen domestic value addi-
tion by building the compo-
nent and sub-assembly
ecosystem,” said Colonel
Suhail Zaidi (Retd), director
general,  Manufacturers’
Association for Information
Technology (MAIT).

The push comes as India
builds capacity in these seg-
ments. The latest approvals
under the Electronics Compo-
nents Manufacturing Scheme
(ECMS) have taken the total to
106 projects across about 30
product categories and 15
states, with projected invest-
ment of ¥69,548 crore.

India already has a sizable
smartphone export base,

W Vietnam, with its more
established electronics supply
chain, is a strong competitor

though a large part of it is
assembly.Smartphone exports
reached about $30 billion in
calendar 2025, making phones
the country’s largest individ-
ual export category,according
togovernment data.

Google has also been scal-
ing up exports from India. Its
manufacturing  partners
exported about 350,000 Pixel
handsets in 2024 and another
250,000 units in the first five
months of 2025, with
Malaysia and Thailand among
the destinations, according to
the latest available data.

The tech giant began man-
ufacturing Pixel phones in
India in 2024 and has since
expanded production through
partners including Foxconn
and Dixon Technologies.

Vedanta invested over $1 billion
in net-zero drive in last five years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, August 19

MINING MAJOR VEDANTA on
Wednesday said it invested
more than $1 billion in net-
zero transition initiatives in
the last five financial years,
with renewable energy, lower-
carbon fuels, energy efficiency
and technology-led interven-
tions driving its decarbonisa-
tion efforts.

Thic covers investment in
finar cial years 2021-22 to

2025-26.
As part of this transition,
the group's
renewable energy
utilisation went
up 52% year-on-
year to 4 billion
units in 2025-
26, equivalent to
the annual elec-
tricity consump-
tion of around 30 million
Indian households.
Vedanta now has nearly
2,000 MW of installed and

contracted renewable energy
capacity and is targeting 2.5
round-the-
clock renewable
energy capacity

by 2030.
These i
tives, ~alongside
other decarboni-
sation interven-
tions, helped
avoid approximately 36 mil-
lion tonne of carbon dioxide
equivalent emissions since
FY2021, while greenhouse gas

B

New Delhi

emissions intensity across the
group's metals and mining
production  declined by
approximately 14% from the
2020-21 baseline, the compa-
ny said in a statement.

India has set an ambitious
target of 500 GW of non-fossil
fuel-based power capacity by
2030, alongside its broader
ambition of meeting 50% of
its energy requirements from
renewable sources and achiev-
ing net-zero emi.~ions by
2070.
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