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OF PROTEST :
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 212026 Disabedient Objects at Delhi's
STIR Art Gallery reimagines
fashion as sociopolitical art,
spotlighting invisibilised

labour, upeycling. and mate-

rial protest through evoca-

tive, research-ed textile
installations and seulptural
garments,

RISING

INDIAN HIP-HOP IS THRIVING. NEW
VOICES ARE TAKING THE GENRE TO THE
NEXT LEVEL, EXPERIMENTING WITH
FRESH SOUNDS, DIALECTS AND IDEAS

A WALK IN THE WOODS %
Protect riverbanks with
sand and grass for otters

TASTE

Chef Thomas Zacharias
learns lo pause with ‘pa’
CULTURE

How to bring history
alive for children

BOOKS
Unfiliered stories of
desire from India .
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— NEWONSCREENS i1hEAD

Anurag Kashyap's 'Kennedy' finds a streaming home,
SHALINI UMACHANDRAN Brendan Fraser is a relative-for-hire, and other titles to watch

RENTALFAMILY

An American actor in Tokyo looking
st wor klt ams upp with a company that
i and-in family
i 2025 film s dlirected by
][I|h|l|<ll]f| wrs Brendan Fraser, Also
featuring Takebhin Hira, Mard Yama-
modo, Shannon Mahina Gorman and
ira Emaoto, (ioHotstar)

Indian hip-hop
is going places

time when Manipuari
NG UNTEst onee again,

\mth hs.i n:‘mm:ng
il tosing of

Festival, Sorend if.l’mr:.l'( mr,f.fm’
isrooted inthe transformative
prower of sound and brings
toggether artists such as Rudy
Wallang, Girish Pradhan, Rew-
ben Mashangva, Taba Chake
and Reble, The musicians, while
celebrating peaceful coexist-
ence, are forusing on communi-
ty-first storytelling. The idea s
1o showease thie unique sounds
afthestates that they come
from. Audiences will be treated

Ahlbeck and Marcus Clsson's Lo eliverse genres ol music, from

1 film is based onactual events Fealke tos roek anad hip- b
ishvisaapplications in At daroahatrlal Nefiru Stadium,
World War I The minkstry for foreign Neww Dill, 22 Febraary, 2.30mn

itffabrs’ legal depariment maintains amiearels.
neutrality, but this changes with the
arrival ofa new emplayee, (Netflix)

somchabout the Winter Olympies that s baflling —
v “skimo™; whothought skiing and shooting togetherisa
good idea (biathiond; how does curling, which looks like s

Olympicsport? On the sther hand, there's the sheer thrill of
rinvmmll shiing, '||1t|1]1l'|w||n}ufﬁj';||rn<l- III|11: This yvear's
he

A
nginallits forms, (o me,
skating or speed racing—
ovement, grace ad power, L KENNEDY

bringgs on asense of wonder, similarto the amusement feel Anurag Rashyap's 2023 Glm premiered at Cannes but seemed in danger ol not

when Histen 1o lndian hiphop—it's powerful, lyrical, finding any kind of release after that, 16s now streaming on Zeel. Rahul Bhat,
Ing. and makes you want to go outand comgquer the world warking for the thind tme with the director, plays a cop-tumed-hitman, Also
We dive Into the world of Tndian hip-hop this week, It's starring Sunny Leone and Mohit Takalkar. (Zeesh

el Hingdi and Puegiabd to Dakhind, Tamil, Bhoj-

nd every other language and dialect we hive in e Jaipur Centre for Art is
i grittier rhythm with com plex Ivrics that don't shy AFIRE Tprvsun(i|mf.-lumfnt.ium.um
away from talking about injustice, identity, crime, unfair This incredible 2023 film by » ‘bt Featuring works by
theirown lives and lack of freedom, and o d(‘hl]t'\lﬂf‘(!rhlg German director Christian Petzold w ¢ i Al Weiwei, Astha Butail, Ani:
cities, hasenvered the mainstream, and it's s world away from Inoksatatangled setof * Kapoor, Alejandno Camy

Hanif Kureshi, Julio Le Pare md.
mare It explores “colour notasa
decomtion arsymbol, but asan
active forees an event that

Baba Sehgals comic performancesor Suresh Peters Petral relitionships, Novelist Felix
Hap ol the 908 11's anexciting time for Indian hip-hop, | as e
which seems to be on its way to congoer the worled. Blaanj
Kappal, mlrn’},ul:rmllw columunist, writes abo i

vacationingat hl-.! imily holiday

created a playlist for vou tolisten along as you read. home, where they meet Makda unfolds scross time and space,
hile ot the topie of wonkder and power. do read Neba {Perzold regular al and iscompleted through the
Sinha's pieceon spotting otters, those playful, surprising litide her kwer, Devid (Enno Trebs), viewer's presence,” states the
swimmers that live in fresh water, Chef Thomas Zacharias Dresive pushes this group in exhibition note. The show's
writesabout i veast starter for riee wine from Anin; Pra- cred ways, with Schubern rootslic in Jaipur'schromatic

desh’s Dibang Valley that's still sitting bn his kitchen, s

& ; ldlentity as the Pink Clty where
reminder of show living and strong commumity, And in her performance asa vain, insecure,

the colowris not justan architec-

parenting column, Avantika Bhuyan writes of creatinga sense despertely gloomy The turaielement but a public k-
of wonder about history for children, fillm wen the Silver Bear Grand guage. Aimatations o Cofor
Jury Prize at the 73rd Berlin thus looks at calouras a breath
Write botheeditor ab shalini, frixnely divemint.com Intermational “estival and ing. living and evolving entity,
@ ushalinimh wasshortlisted as for the Sith At daipur Centre for Art, Jai-
Academy s (MUBL par, G5 My, Do -Gipai,

Compited by Avantiloa Bhavan

Y

YOUR
FAVOURITE

WE E K E N D REA D hereowas a time when broshing arlhusree Dutta's Fiving Tigers ith class X and XII board owhere are the effects ofclimate
and detangling pet hair—it wasn®t primieredat the 76th Bey L exams underway, the mocd in change more cleardy visible than

NOW TH ROUGH cilled grooming back then— in the Forum sidebar and many homes is one of high Inthe Himakaya, The maln exam-

came 10 Assam

meant chaotic seenes, furin places you ke thedirector'sretum to flmmak- arxdery. While it s studentswho feel the e of this sthe fact that the snow and iee

TH E WE E K il kv fur could trvel, and books of g after 20 years, In 2005, o ||Ie. the runt, what st discussed enough s thie cover of the range is diminishing with

Judgement from your pet. Fast forward end af her life, he lemr'r stress that parents go through during every passing year, In the kitest edition

w0 today, grooming hasgone high-tech, mother kept repeating one w; r]us season, The triggers for parental of his monthly column on climate
The best stories fram r-illll vacuum-powered Close the windc;\:s. The e many, ine hi(ll cl'rlr:ge- liibe:s Bhatta-
arushes that scoop as voun tiger is coming! The ques- e ane charyawrites bowwinter
mmht'mwmim-lw"g! groom, whisper-gquiet nail tion was nat why her fear of the future, With snowlallisarrivings Iy
from the week gone by trimmers and compre- mother had ir |j,'im>|l these fears at the mot, two months late every
Brensive kitsthat bringthe i bt when she had 28 homes transform into year, while summer heat is

pet s perience bome.
Pet grooming gadgetry isn't merely

]
ck to 140 and parents into “vigilant supervisors”, tion is sa bad that the Hin

en them. Trac- mini-examination cenires arriving socner. The
dlee led Dutta

ava is hemd -

about turning grooming intoa less cha- Assanm, where her mother had grownugp, “We (parents) burn the candle at both Ing For a complete ecosystem collapse

oticexperience for pet parents, or muk- Dhuring WWIL American "Flying Thers” ends, Pressure builds up from school, within & couple of decades, And that is

ing furbsalls Instagram-ready. Regu planes disrupted kocal coalogy, pushing tuition and WhatsApp groups,” entre- terrible news not just for the 30 million

ETOOming. rucial part of a pet’s over- actual tigers into human settlements. premenr and mather Priti h tells people that live inthe Indian Himakaya,

all health, Tus] mwar tests three Poulomi Dias looks at how thisdi Anushka Patodia, wh fit bt also for the S16 milllon people that

high-tech pet grooming kitsand tells ery expanded into Fivirg Tigers, a per- plsts and festyle experts for practical depend onthe Indus, Ganga and Brah-
B lonmgesalivensint com vouwhich would fit your pet's lifestyle. sonal docu-fiction essay, self-care strategies, IMAPNETA FVET SYRES,

O uimint lownge
(@ divemintiounge

onimE TYINAGES



Give otters their riverbanks with s

11;|artrd;t]1o\ noved |
i hounds,

tehed them eross
the path and melt into the water, ralidgardvn-\tunnr Fm1
3 touch orharm them. The manicure of
e pl
Prlﬁprw‘enl‘thnm W
evidenee that [IIL human

teeth,a luudofdis
stanical gardlens, my

™
aildmmprn(:f often s
life contraband hanls. There

digloguesstone

nfl
g il quichk
L otlers

A2 700 FSTREAZ R

g First Flacr, Khine

abered then how clev
srhia s Lons uicli-

tidd her.
[ thenght about the freedom tofrolic,
g lnone ; and end up at another,
alife split between

Interior fabrics
Wallcoverings
Artefacts
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HOW TO LOUNGE

In this limited edition
watch, a horse moves
through an enchanted
forest rendered in mother-of-
pearl, rose gold, and multicol-
oured gemstones. Available
on Diarcom; 239 lakh,

This shoulder bag is cut in a saddle
silhouette and embellished with a
gold-tone horse and horse bit chain.
Avaitable on Chioe.com; ¥4.81 lokh.

JDKNIGHT
Stallion Portrait Cashmere Scarf
This jacquard-woven scarf features a
hand-drawn portrait of a horse from
the House's Equestrian Knight Design,
Available on in burberrycom; 95,000,

SPEED READ
Tang Horse Bookend
Made from stainless
steel, this bookend from
label Shanghal Tang Is
fronted by a horse figu-
rine that exudes energy.
Anelegant lattice design
serves as a hackdrop.
Available on Shanghait-
ang.com; $21,899.

Amiri Hnmsl:lmp Shirt
Camp shirt designed in a relaxed
fit features a painterly illustration
of wild stallions superimposed on
MaA Quad print in henour of The
Year of the Horse. Available on
Amirl.com; ¥94,890.

Conrgiifeet by Mehaladiatiomi Prodshadaran

LOUNGE | OVES

Dress

This emerald-hued lingerie-in-
spired dressis cut In horse-jac-
quard silk with French lace
details, Available on Zodig-et-
voltaire.com; ¥46,600.

L

In this anthra-
crafted from

This lipstick-rad
jumper is spun from
responsibly sourced
woal and topped
with an airbrushed
herse graphic,
Available an
Stellomceart-
ney.com; ¥1.33lakh

Crafted in soft suede,
these boots are adorned
with half horse bit hard-
ware as anod to the
Holse's equestrian past,
Avoilable on Guoci.com;
7135 lukh.

Things to watch, read, hear, do—and other curated experiences from the team

TAKING A BACK SEAT
looked new, plastic still
covering it seats. The young
man behind the wheel sald,
“Grood morming, ma'am”, Insti
Tasked i it wasa new car. He hy
started drivingitonly aday before,
Oire answer sometimes leadsto
anather question, | asked v hewas
doing before this, “Drivingan ambu-
lance,” What is the difference between
thie two? “You have to follow all the
rules while dri cab.” It took mea
while to understand what be meant.
The image of anambulanee speeding
lovwn a basy road, past a signal. with
thetraffic parting in the centre cange
tomind. But then this is Belhi, nobaody
giveswav. The same day, another ride,
This time the cabbiewas dressed like a
pandit. But natwrally, Lasked about his
outfit, Turns out he sings Sfaians and
hokls prayer meets, Beingin the back
seat isnol alwayvs boring, Just ask
SO CUesTinns, Nipa Charagi

STOCKPHOTS
THINK FIRST, TYPE LATER

friend recently gifted me a typewrlier,
R Far device

mostofthe time it stayed locked up in s case,
Asateen, Hried writing stories on it but was
put off the effort required to get the leters
ot Now, in my40s, I've come to savour the
friction. Writing ona typewriter slows down
the processof thinking for me, 1 find myself
eomposing full sentencesinmy head
heforehand, aware that there is no delete key
o undo mistakes. OF course, it isn'ta practical
gaclget, so restrict mysell o using itwhen |
am ol on a deadline, orwhen writing
something thats for my evesonly. But ii
makes me feel more connected with the
processof writing. —Somak Ghosfal

RECIPEROULETTE
L ilke most people serolling Instagram

G520 35 35 60

Eoe— = Caits

relenthessty, Lsave recipes. Aot of

revipes. Most remain inthe “Saved”

ction. The recipes |
see i thae reatm of D oould make this
" asappaserd o Imllmdkc this
when Iy tahin fish swce/
e 'lnrl[u.l“hdls.'\ppl.li.uwllhm)a
Ly, Lstumbled uponan app, Honeydew
that lets you share recipes directly from Ins
and they all get neatly stored in ome place, You T 9 o m M@
can eategorise them as "dinner”, "cocktails™
and the appalsostggests meal plans based on
vour saved recipes. The only downsid
have quickly ron out of space on the freetier.
1t might be worth going paid.

Shrabonti Bageli

Ingredicres -

BTOCHFHORD

E_—.Y

A'KHAKHRA' WONDERLAND
efore heading to Ahmedabad, |
B had crowdsourced alist of stores
and eateries to bring back food
souvenirs from, Neady everyone ree-
ommended Induben Khakhrwala,
Started in 1965 by Induben Sumank |
Jhaveri te support her family, this
small-scale up has now mish-
roomed into multiple stores across the
city. As Lentered one of their outlets, it
feelt like I hael crossed a portal ind
wondlerland of Sy, theplas and
it frrsaen, Origi
«the founder had offered only the
eraditbonal Meakira preparations,
mamely smethi and jeera, but today vou
can fid hundreds of flavours ranging
From e pieed and perd peri to par
rfeegfl aned Manchurdan, [ weni the tra-
ditional route and hought the ariginal
versions. The bajra garlic and methi
el wis particnlarlv delectable,
and the entire lol was polished off
within days . Averntila Bhuyan
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Remembering
Robert Duvall

hr*rg'm;.,'r.u rlmrlulrwll T, Ill:( mmuthmgarmlu{(‘rmrt more
wn mind fimetioning inside a feudal criminal empire. He is
s liwyer, itstranslator between violence and legitimacy, the man
tasked with converting impulse into strategy, The late great Robert Duvall

g the house npright. Whileothers
culates consequences severn|
wrely rises above com I 3 PO
4 fsedlwhen h ks, becase Duvall invests every line
with the authority of thought already compleded.

Dhuringa heated st L while Sonny Codeone rages ahout
vergeanes, Hagengently our father wouldn't want to hear this,
Sonny. This s business, not personal,” Sonny t-\phdﬁ. bt Hagen, Instead of
rtehing the volur con the shocting of vour
father was business, not personal, Sonmy.” The line could sound monstrousin
another actor’s mouth. Duvall delivers [|Ik!.'|L‘Q’,<I1(‘|‘1r|T\ the vakee of some-
one paid o see consequences that others refuse e acknowledge. His dhyvihm
islawyerly, persuasive through patience. By the time Michael C “orleone later
whlrﬁllu’ll!uilwmh\ with “Tt's not persons al, Sonny, It'sstri business™,
we realise Hagen has already shaped the moral grammer, Duvall esrmns audi-
encetrust not through dominance lmu redibility. We believe he understands
the rules before we evenund 3

Dhvall refuses t heatrical markers of pn\\c I 1JJ<m ingintelligence.
restraint and emotional loy
atdaptive family bul sees e
beneath his professional compe + I sagn dominated by operatic mascu-
linity, he ereates a portrait of power bullt noton fear but trost, proving that
the most authoritative figure in The Godfatfer may bethe one who never
needs o remind anyone where he belongs,

The Hoo Radley reveal in 7o Kill a Mockinghind is perhaps cinema's most
delicate debut by a major actor, Duvall barely speaks, barely moves, Emeng-
||1gﬂum»he|dm\ paleand tentative, he plays the mysterious and mytholo-
sgised Hoo not asa monster, but as a man terrified of being seen. Duvall's stifl-
nessinvites the audience to lean forward, to recalibrate fear into empathy,
alongside Scout, the heroine, W |l|1h|<wr\
first filon role. Duvatl i
long pattern: he earmns e
eredibility before asking the
audience for feeling, Boo
Raedley becomes tnistwor-
thy before he becomes
understood. It i
stripped to breath and
posture, announcing:
performeruninterested
inshowiness,

Born in 1931 and raised
ina navy family, Duvall
worked extensively in tele-
ision before that film, The
19705 became his breakthrough
detade, with supporting roles in
rux{,l'}am.’r M’hr i nml

" Besidie: '\'("hﬂUMm 1l one win, for
Temder Mereles—Duvall's earmed enormous respect among his peers. He wis
considered an “sctor's actor”, valued foremotional precision rather than
stardom theatrics.

Yer, how unforgettable. The holicopters thunder into Apocelypee Now
Before Robert Duvall does. and yet the moment Lieatenant Colonel Kilgore
appears, thewar comes into sharper focus. He strolls through comage likea
hieach marshal inspecting tide conditions, sniffing the airwith boyish
tion: “Yousmell that?... Napalm, son, Nothing else inthe world smells like

hiat.” The line lands v, almost companionably, before he delivers cin
s most frmows atrcity with a surders nostalgia “Hove the smell of
napalm in the moming... Sme ]hrIIJLL... i he genins is ot emphasis
but ezse, Duvall re ks asif: sharing i fond travel anee-
plosians moar, soldi u.r.ir:lbl( Dt Bilggre sounds relaxed. conver-
sational, utterly sure of himsell. That assurance seduces us first, We trust his
competence before we reend] from his morlity. Duvall makes insanity per-
mply beeause he never signals that itls insandty.

vall will be remembered not as astealer of scenes, buta facilitator, He
mucle fictional workds feel functional, When he appeared, institutions sud-
denly worked: families had Liwyers, amics had commanders, newsrooms
had elders, faith had Mawed shepherds. He specialised in suthority eamed
throwgh belaviour ratherthan aratinn. Acrossdecades, his dialogue
wunded slightly nsed, asif it had spoken many r:mrﬁhofonww' heard
.(mn e wl Iu |urhr'm rmlruw'ulhlm |1N|n(

ours And onee be had it, he barely needed to

Robert Duvall left us this week, and we must ot mouen i, Therewill be
no formal funeral service For the mighty actor wha died at 95, Ina statement.
all's Family “encourages those who wish o honour his memory odo soin
that reflects the life he lived, by watching a great film. telling a good
story around a table with friends, ortaking a drive in the countryside to appre-
e world's beauty,” How not to listen to cinema's greatest consiglicre?
Thisisn't business, 11's personal.

Rgja Sem ix e oritic, seveenupriter avd cofipmnist. His first play, a murder mys-
terycudled The Simba Affair, recenily apened fn Delfi. He iseurrently writing a
Jeorror filu,
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TASTE

Mugwort, pinewood,
honey and memories of
the Himalaya give a
distinct mountain
identity to new-age
drink menus

jahnabee bifivemint.com

n December, bartender and entre:
preneur Yangdup Lama made a
whirlwind trip to Nagaland, He

came back with his mind and note-
boolk Elled with ideas. " We brought
ilel

back bountiful ingredients,” he shares, W
Naga tomato and the fermented r
zuthe now feature in the limite:
cocktail menuat three of his bars—Sidecarin
Delhi, and Cocktails & Dreams and The
Brook in Gurugram,

Muuntain: inspired bar menus have come
1, led by teams hailing from the
i chef Pratee! k .‘hdl\u started

while: [I]:' husband-wife duoch
and Prakriti Lama Patel run /
D with fm(!umlllnnkx\lmp( o by the: J [mm-
Tayan belt, Sh ve inShillong ks fronted by
Khasi bartender Rishot Laloo. Yangdup
Lama, who grew up in Darjeeling, opened
The Brovk to pay tribute 1o mountain life,
This region-specific theme in mixology
reflects the broadershift in gourmet dmmp

witos mountin tree are used incock
The Brook, the drink Darjeeling Mail
arvtnd pinewood smaokedtea. Shad Skye uses
the aromatic bark of the tee o ereate one of
their hot-sellers Living Roats,
named after the living roots
hridges of Meghalaya. it
also has Cherrapunji
Gin brewed in the
state mixed with
pinewood  bark
infusion. 1t i fin
ished with white
chocolate, impart-
Ing the kwith
adepthol Mavour.

At Naar, Pineap-
ple Express com-
bines pine with
apples—both available
in abundanee in Hima-
chal, Their head bartender
Dixit Kaundal smokes and fer-
mentspine needie in honeysourced locally,
y and Scoteh form o
the drink, "It gets a refreshing twist w
touch of in-house apple liguenrn. As an am-
matic top-up, we add a few drops of pine nee-
dlenil,” he explains.

Bar experiments captuee the landscape and
moutain nostalgta oo, One of the signature
drinksanda crowd-Tavourite at The Brook is
the umami-rich Maggi Point with v
fresh tomato and frosh coriander. In L ..lm &
words, 18 i Mavour-filled getaway o “fond
memeriesof mountain fan”, Prakritiof Across
grew up in Nepal, and recalls winter after-
nncunmhcn pecplesit out in the sun eating
er.“z[t‘(hhr‘itﬂllllﬂ hnscd( s

-

Illg'r‘lllﬂl‘ il nuances.

“From wild herbs to berries and honey
culinary technigues like smokin,
v element carries the spirit of th
These translate into distinetive cocktails, each
ane telling an inspirational story rooted in alti-
tuder, restlience and tradition % Laina,
Take pine, for instance, From leaves to
arks and the cone. varions parts of thisubig-

Learning

e elemental in
raspectaculardiver-

Y < e leveragsd this

I.1\'|||J| a1z honey with spicesand fermenting,
it torextrnct complex Navours, Naar offers a
twist on the trendy Pleante with the drink
called Hemp and Honey. The restaurant is
located near Kasaull where hemp is essential
to the local cuisine. To make this drink, its

A4
Stirred and shaken with
flavours from the hills

finish.

drinks, One of Lama's

backbone of the eockiail 17
spali, a munt

Haumedal makies:
Layan cherry, called pegiie berry

{clockwise from abovi) Drinks at Across; Living Roots at Shad Skye; and
Tite Pati by Yangdup Lama,

sepds are toasted till
charred, mixed with
tescquiila anck heaney for
anearthyand smokey

Bitters arean ingen-
fousway o showease th
resion's produce con-
hined with the culinary flex
of bartenders, They source for-
aged herbs and berries o add that
I much needed bitter element in halanced
AVOUETe mom
herbsisthe Himalayvan mugwort. “Ttforms the
+ Pati, meaning
, n-inspired rein-
n of the Negroni boilt around a
made mugwort vermouth that high-
lights its carthy, herbal hitterness.”
sit bitterwith the wild Hima-
Himachali.
Agpart from the-acrid taste, its dry mouthfieel

muakesit perfect fora refined Marting, and goes
o thetrpopulareockiall Himalayan Vesper.

Preser s cornerstone of mour
cuisines and mixole art from bitters,
these bars preserve ingredient s in vermouths,
pickles, liqueurs, cordials amd compote.
Hishot Laboo, head Bartender of Shad Skye,
speals of the sufiiong berry (Pracmies napaiden-
sishof Meghalaya, Its production is shrinking
owing to a shorter growing season and over
cultivantiom The mpulnm\ of this berry spilied
tue tncommernci; ionas it goes into froit
s vl seuashes. He sayvs, “Saliong
lable from Augnst to October, and
mey o can find it for barely two months. [t
chatlenges for usto procureit.” He pre:
5 by making a compote tha cim-
seaded and frozen. [ goes into their cocktall
Bitchi Sour.

a\:t. seasois et uu;[lrulﬂ wable, Prakriti
ith whatever isaviila-
I:Iu ather than trving to foree cortaln ingredi-
ents” 1t encourages them to change menus;
the next one &due inspring,

The ingredient fistis not limited to produce,
]1qmmmd1melwrshrc\mtm | hcwmr ingre-

in

il's Garo commu-
the mare millet brew yaid
Khasi hills which
s Onsimilarlines,

nity. Then there’
Jerat from the state's We
features inseveraleockts
Lama introduced Nagaland's doe wine zuffo
fion his limiited edition menu,

Th

secrelsavce, iowever, s not preserved

Telies in the recipe distilled through o
bartender's sense of place, experience and
Emsagination,

h'ppr::&a!ﬁ'
teapot fram
Mandala, with

1001

When teapots
tell a story

Mandala Pottery, a pottery sau(lm in/ \um\ I||.(‘

We're in front of a lange shelfat Mandala Pottery, lined
with ten bowls und pots in various shapes and colours—arti
e, beautiful, unesiel, Bumiliar, whimsical. Tmet Witer
Eaunch ofa tearoon in ncling ateabover, who
ks teawine, [w 1 tochat. Also because, in seeking 4
side-handle fvesiesome e age, the only locally made one
T was from the Mandala collection,

Pudischerry has long been a pottery town. There isadeep
tradition of terracotta here, and alsoan influential scl
stoneware that began with the arrival of American ceramic
artists Deborah Smith and Ray Mecker, Their Golden Bridge
Postery, started in 1971, shaped aschool ofpottery that is philo-
saphically grounded in the teachings of Sri Aurabindo and
sesthetically ghobal, in that Puducherry-Auroville way.

Writer arrived here 28 years ago. from Mumbiai to st uely
ceramics at Golden Bridge and never left.

There are two stremms of production at Mandala Pottery:
Studio Mandala, which creates orginal and commissioned
anelala Pottery, a loe of functional wire,
vachelles both worlds, at times function wd s

Ll it eleait: ach piece comes with a story,
v Japrinese side-handle teapot By is insplred by a host
wha loved tomake side-handled pots, Writer shows me one
where hie bias flled the hollow handbe with thay pebbles. so bt
gives i soft wattle when you pour, There's the gaiivan, the
“selfish teapot™ ashe callsit, referving to its suitability for solo
teq drinking,

But it'swhen 1hald an nnusually shaped cupwith indenta-
tioma for the Fingers, tilt the ratting v, orstudy the mot-
ted oramgge tea bowls that are Mandala's signanire soda-fired
ware, that ] appreciate how our teaware story has been gquietly
evalving, evenas the teastory itscllhas.

Lask Writerahout hisown tea rituals, He talks about grow-
gy .ti mslhumL wherelemengrassand mint found their
Lt houl discoveringgreen leaa decade ago, and
:il.x:u[:uimidlh'ny,mnwinL'lmium whiose green tea he now
carries wherever he goes,

“Theshift in people seeking the more comemporary forms
el teaware, still only in the last decade or so, unsurprisingly,
parallels the growing adopticn of green tea,

W talk of ten traditions, his travelsand experiences 'ule.
eeremoniesfrom China fo Japan and Korea, where ev
reographed step gives the teaware a defined, almost sacred
role, And then he speaks of younger tea drinkers who shrug
off such strictures in fvour of a more relixed, intuitive
approach.

Somehow, Lsee both these ideas at work at Mandala—tea
ware that scknowdedges the traditional form, and another line
that seems Lo gleefully break Ul.l‘} rulein the boak.

NN T fex fowinigl the des Mlilelent
i theworidof tea. Araz i Aantharaman (@ Aravindan-
i) is a fea drivker, writer and edifor,

I lowve making tes howls,"s

to pause with ‘pa’ in Dibang Valley

on-grovnd projects. Time isusaally some-

known fovest herb, along with a handful of

thing 1 compress, not something [ leave

A series on the joys of
rediscovering long-forgotten
kitchen paraphemalia

Ahumble yeast starter
that honours time and
tradition in making rice
wine, is a lesson in
patience and community

1 small packet sitting at the
bk ofmy fridge. 1t's heen there for
chose o three months now, wrapped

fully in paper, nudged behind pickle

jarsangd hat sance bottles. Inside it i

yeaststarter Fbeought back in October la

weir froma researchirip o the Elopa-Ei-

g Commiity Culiural Presere

P, deep in Arunachal Pradesh’s

Dibang V 1y fow wieeks, 1'd think

about brewingw el then put it back

agabi. Some things ask for a pause.And po

Isoneof them.

Pansingdoesn't come eus
more. Most daysare spentmoving:
ling, working, juggling projects ;

Locavore—a multidisciplinary platform 1

fonmnded four yedirs ago | 1h.l| « I1.m1pmne

open-crded. But pa docsn't respond well
o thatinstinet. It asks to e walted for, not
worked aroond. Ina world that constantly
urges fond to moeve faster—arrive sooner,
conkguicker, be more efficient—thisfoels
increasingly unfamiliar,

In Elopa- Etugu, the days were long and
slow, shaped less by itinerary than by
weather, terrain and the people, On our
first eveningin the own of Roing, at Naba
s guesthouse near the Exe river, we
were introduced to yuechi, the locally
brewed dce wine that sits at the
heart ol tdu Mishemi life.

The 1du Mishmi tribe
in recent years,
o parts of thelr | 1i

ral land & com-

llilll'lll\ Cons ¥

arca—the E =

chonsing 1o pmlmt -1 -

forest and wildlife | 'ﬁ Chef Thomas Zacharias; and {left) freshly brewed “yuchi

through theirown cus-
oy rules. Food here
grows out of those devi-
What enters
arllabi
merory, and lmits.
The Idy
ki asa “drink” inthe w
usually do. It's closer to
soamething that marks Hme, holds people
together and signals hospitality. 1t is
offered at the start of conversations,
shared during meals, and present af

fermented using pa, a
wikly starter preprared
from rice and local herbs

gathered from the forest.

What yiecfei ecomes depends on how
s handled, Lefuto ferment and settle, it
develops depth and strength, When the
mash Esqueezed through o cane siziner,
the Hguidthat emergesis yetulid, which is
lighter, cloudier, softeron the palare, and
Iower in aleohol. What remains after the
Fiepid Is drawn off isn't discarded, ¥

consumed the next morning

s ol
i
at rmeals, by the fire. and during conversa-
tions that moved ly between food,
conservation, joy, and loss,

Elopa-Etug is governed collectively by
Four Tdu Mishmi clans and protected
through customany practices rather than
state mandate, Certain beingssuch as gi
boms anil hig cats are considered mis
inauspicious, tahoo to hunt, These d

owatl Food and throughsto-

rytelling, acdy . partnerships and

tineticns quietly determine what enters
the kitchen pnd what never does.

s added back 1o the spent rice,
aachi, o thin, nourishing gruel, usually

gathering. Brewed primarily
by women, it begins with rice or millets

|J! "5 Llrm mmlc [Ius umn;..lunmr
unmistakible. e elfse yam i,
porkoooked with mzer millet wrappedin
Hhaereis beal g el o, river fish with
ek (local ragh) millet; aneofi chutney

cly, shesupplies pa across
ch puck selis for about five
rupees, [ asked it Teould carry some back
withme, She obliged.

e from fish mintand tree tomato; aned
amidaye, a local legume,

By evening, the pace slowed down fur-
ther. Close by in Kebali village, st Abo
Nani's home, we gathered around the
hearth and cooked toge Ihc‘r. As we
prepped the vegetalbl

Tresh bageh of yucks. Thic red ket vice
wen

wits boiledd, and sproad out to coal, ¥
itreached the right temperature, pa v
gently creshed fnto ii—just a few table-
spoons’ warth, The rice was mixed, cov-
ered, and leftalone

Six days later, on our final day in the val-
le, itwasready,

The yweki we brewed togetherwassoff,
clowdy, faintly sweet, The sweetness came
from the rice-alone-no added sugar, no
coaxing—just time, patience and fermen-
tation. 1was the kind of drink you sip
slowly, attentive not just o the bamboo
mug in vour hand, but to the lindscape
halding you.

v encountered simblarwild yeastcul-
turesinother parts of the count
ers shaped by place. grain, and climate—
Bt pa felt especially held, Onthe last day,
at my request, they called over Chili
Thapio, s woman krown across villages for
her skillin makingpa.

She prepares it by milling rice intoa fine
powder, mixingitwith water, then koead-
ing it continuously with afopi, a locally

It's pil pecially as someons
whospent vears in professional kitchens,
to treat mgredients [ike souvenirs, Touse
them quickly, transtite them into recipes,
male them egible and productive, But pa
resists that orge., It doesn't belong ona
recipe card,

Freeepthinking about the conversations
we b around the fire about language
Tnees, abwout custonmes that aren't followed as
elosely anymore, aboutthe Tagfe Tave pro-
gramme, an nformal T ME
ling practice where chders sicwith chil-
dren topass on ancestral stories. People
spoke about how losing stories
like-a form of erasure—of history
identity. Pa carries that weight, It
ves, but it's also continuity. Knowledge
et hand to ban, somethingalive that
only works when you give it time.

1 haven't brewed with it yet, Not
because I'm afraid it won't work, bot
becawse I want tododtpropery, D wani to
enok the red feshie rce | brought back
wait for it to cool, erush the g ingently,
and then step away,

When 1 finally brow with that pa. it
won't be because I've stopped rushing
altogether. It will be because, in that
mament, fchoose not to.

Thonis Zacharias, aka ChefTZav, is
el storyietier, ard finonder of The
Leearore,
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An ISL season that is
anyone'’s for the taking

A shorter ISL season
emerges, tangled up
in legal battles and old
contracts, leaving
clubs and players to
navigate the chaos

uring his two-decade

lawng career, Sunil Chhetri

wonld have witnessed the

many highs and lows of

Indian fostball. though
nathing quite like what has unravelled
over the past 12 months,

Hestepped out of retirement in 2002510
rally the national team, only Tor India to
get knocked out of the AFC Asian Cup
2027 qualifiers without a win ina group
that featured lower-ran ked opposition, He
then stared at the prospect of the country's
top flight tournament, the Indian Super
League (1SL), getting cancelled, even put-
ting out a videoappeal for Fifa tostepin,

The league is finally underway, but
the lyear-old now hus to deal with the
additional workload ofa truncated sea-
son, where his cluly, Bergalurm FC, have
managed tosign just two foreign play-
ersamidst all the uncertainties, Clearly,
the best Indian foothaler of thisgener-
ation deserves better inwhat could be
his final season.

The ISLthat kicked off on 14 Febinaary
wais supposed to start sometime avoand
September las - At the heart of the
live-month-delay was the end ofa 15-year
deal torun the Ir‘.:;:m\ between the All
Lediis Football Federation (ATFF) and its
Beliance-backed commercial pariner,
Football Sports Development Lid (FSBLL
Quite inexplicably, their te-up was ta
come toanend in December, smack in the
midiedhe of the 2025- 26 season. 10 meant

GETTY IMAGES

Odisha’s Koy Krishna played in Super
U i cosing o return
yeurs in India.
1t toek the sports ry's Inferven-
tion 1o set the ball rolling again this
month. There wasa mad scramble o com-
Mete squads, with plavers mostly signed
dluring the January © [er window,
Given theshort periodoverwhich clubs
have had to get their act together, the
advantage this season les with thase who
ke how Indian football functions.
The frntrunnersare new Bagan coach
Sergio Lobera, and Inter Bashi's Antonio
Lapez Habas, both of whom have ifted sil-
werwiare in the past, and Goa's Minolo
Margues, the former Indian nationil team
coach and winner of the Super Cup in
December. And for once, four Indian
i.'T.ld(.hl.b. liuu,‘llultn Renedy Singh,
‘s M juddin Wadoo,

7

thit therecould be no foothall untll mat-
tersaffthe fiekl were resslved

Before the ISL season could commence
last year, AIFF realised that FSDL wasn't
goingto continue asits commercial part-
ner. Since it couldntfind another partner,
the league was put on hold, The lack of
elarity was befinldling for clubs that had so
much at stake. Some like Mohun Bagan
Super Giant and FC Goa had Asian com-
petitions tolook forward toand retained
as many playersasthey could. The restof
the clubs wornsdered just when was the
righttime tostart pre-season tral ning: ancd
whitt exactly were they working towards?

The season finally kicked off with the
Super Cupin Goa in Octaber—a four
ment that'sesually plaved after the leagne
ends—inorderiogive teams something o
wark towards. But clubseither pulled out
or wrrived with makeshift teams, some

pended operatiorsof the first team: others
annaounced extended breaks for their
payersaml silary cuts.

Asthe indecision over the ISL contin-
ued, some foreten plavers decided e bail
out and Indian clubs badlittle choice but
o allow them to play elsewhere, For
instance, Goa lost Javier Siverio, Tker
L |rmr‘:<111 .lnd l{nm HI"I'I'\Z‘I

didl last season’s Golden Boot wil v
Alaneddine Ajaraieof NorthEnst United;

Chennaiyin's Clifford Miranda and Odi-
sha's TG Purushothaman. will be able to
callthe shotsat their respective teams,
The M participatingclubs will havea lot
on their mind, including revenue, Fan-
Curln-u .-|wamr<1 hl’l:NIId(‘a rights—it

liept i suby-i

enmsing the television righ Spoats

Network India. At 35.62 crore for 91
maiches, cach mateh is valued atamund
9.5 kkh as comprared to about §L65 crone
per game that the longer season guaran-
el last year. The prize money foowill see
aconsiderable dip, Last season, the team
lifting the ISL Shicld recebved $3.5 crone,
the ISL Cup winner and mnners-upwere
handes] 36 erore and 3 erore, respec-
tively, apart from 115 crore for the
tesms finishing third and fourth. This
time urovnd, there's just 1825 crore
{or the league champions and 175
lakh for the second-placed team.
There i some sitver lining in all
this gloom however, Only three
tesimes have Mled their quota of €y
foreigners, which will mean
more e tme for lndian play-
ers. For instance, the first four
matches over last weekend
had only three sides that
started with four foreigners.
Apart from this, chubscan focus
moreon the league thisseason,
as compared to the two addi-
tional prizes handed out since the

{from top) Kerala Blasters’
Victar Bertomeu in actian
against Mohun Bagan Super
Giant; Amey Ranawade of
Maohun Bagan Super Giant:
and Sunil Chhetr

201520 season: the ISL Shield for the
league topper and the 155 Cup for the
tearm that progresses through the playoffs
aunnd wins the final,

The shorter season will feature just 13
matches for each side, and no home and
<lw.l_|| ﬁ\‘tum‘s I'h(nm;hﬂu tomwumthm
strange
the league is anyone’s for the r1|ung.
There's little time to settle down and a
good run of ferm could change the for-
tunes of underdog teams, which is more
important thisseason where rebegationis
beingintroduced for the first time (clubs
arestll sppealing agalnst i, citing thecir-
cumstances under which the ISL has
unfolded). 1t sa significant change, malk-
mgthe bottom halfof the table asexciting
as Lhe top for enee,

Havireg retadned most plavessfrom lase
pplons Moeliun
e were domi-
mant in their 2-0 opeser in Rolkata against
Heral Blasters, They will be challenged by
Bengalum who have managed to keep
their eove bunch of Indian players and a
young East Bengal side that made the
Super Cup fimal undermanager Oscar Bro-
.

Adew aberrations from the first week-
end saw Goa being held toadew by the
newdy promoted Inter Rashi, Then, there
was postponement of the fixture between
Oxlisha and Purnfaly, since the former still
hadn’t Analised s ground toplay thelr
matches. Asof thetime of writing,
the ISL website's latest update is
from the Super Cupin Decem-

her, Everyone isclearly over-

activity witnessed over the
past few weeks,

O 15 February, Chhetrd
miade it evident that he still has
the hunger to win. He rounded

off Bengaluru's opening win
agiinst SC Delhi witha goal and
thus added another record to his
ame: the pldestgoalscorerinthe
A league trivan ph would be the
perfect sendoff for the legend, And
perhaps, help him knock off the feel-

ingthat afterall these years, nothing in
Indian foothall has actually changed,

Srail Desai is.a Mumbai-fased free

lanceriter.

whelmed by the furry of

The house of
chess that
created Polgar

A new documentary highlights the achievements
of Judit Polgar, the greatest woman chess player

.

INSTAGEAM RIDIT FOLGAR DFFICIAL

Iht. vongest chess grandmaster (GM) at the age of 17
n 1991 when she beat American Bobby Flscher's record by a moenth (her
record his sinee been beaten many timesover).

But Hungarian Polgde's greatestachievement, bevord the mumbers and the
statistics, wasthat she competedagainst men inasport that was, till then, deeply
misogynistic. Not only did she shake the world order in the sport throagh the
L1980 arel 2000 but she also inspired a generation of women plvers o look
beyond false nurratives of gender superiority

Anewdocumentary on Netflix, Gueen of Chess, highlights Polgirsachieve-
ments; focusing especially on her battles with Garry Kasparov, then world
championand once considered the greatest plaver ever (o mantle that s since
passed] on to Magnus Cardsen), Gueen of Cliess follows the fictional Netflixmini
series The Cheeen & Ciambit from five vears ago, whose female protagonist takes
onamale-dominated sportsparking suggestions that it may have been inspired
by P s lifie

“Wamen are terrible at chess,” says former world cha i
<|n‘h|\ﬂl black-and-white clip shown on Queen of Clhess, "Guessthey are not so
S

Polgir's story B remarkable also from the standpoint of her Ufe belng part of
anexperiment that her father conducte, Liselt Polgir believed that geninses
aremade not bom, that all genivses startat around age 5 and practise that one,
single activity they want toexcel in for B-9 howrs inaday.

Susan, Sofiaand Juditwould play t_hﬁs
wrain the dm]mmh

B riticism of 1
LTSS .'l'l:u t‘xmuugpu uaticn i ot allow
thiem much freed dabroad il much Rter, swhich Susan became
the \mri(l N Lin 1954 whille Sefis was an International M sl o (M),
fet hadawall with 30 chess | 1 pules. Mul-
tiple trainerswould workwith the givls du e eoasrse ofa day. Therewere no
wierkend breaks, which showed in the resulisas Judit won ber fiest, a local tourna-
MENL. ageli.

Inthe 1988 Chess Olympiad petition inGreece, where the sistersrep-
resented Hungary, the Intriguing triocreated a " Polgdrmania”, which drew the
attention of the chess workl, Judit did not lose a single game in the tournament
asHungary ended the Soviet Union/Bussian hegemony inthe sport by winning
the gokd medal,

As Judit started competing against men—which chess allows forin the of
category—she faced much resistance from the obd order. Defeated HE 01 0
sion stormed off without the . hand
asarelentlessly ageressiy

I her irst match against hznsp.m:w i Linares n 198M, Judit wasina weak posi-
tion when Kasparoy committed a blunder. After moving a piece, hetook
gersoff—which in chessindicatesa completed move and therefore irmeversible,
However, he quickly, within fractions of seconds, grabbed the piece again and
maved it o anothersquane, an nfraction aceording tothe rule books, However,
the errorwasnoticed only by Judit, who was too intimidated o radse an objection
andd Kasparoy, inan interview for the documentary, defends himselFeven vears
later by saying that it wasonly fora tenth of a second that his ingers disconnected
From the plece.

Whenshe confronted him after that mateh, he felt disrespected and com-
plained about it, insulted that a young, woman player should question the
waorld champion. It°s only much later that the truth came to light—an
unminned camera had inadvertently recorded the action, which then
hecame big news, “one of the most fimous incidents in chess”, though the
match result remained.

Helations between the two rematned frosty for some years before Rasparoy
iny llLdJmIll o traln with him, \Hmh .al.bm\r.(l b Lo see the human side. ui lllL
[ o el macke him b iz Afterhaving never |
ineencounters, she finatly defeated Rasparov in 2002 plaving a “subtle, nusnced
game” dissimilar to herusual all- t:mdlucklngoms

Ctherssaw her

anevent 1 can beatany-
v ton—seemingly relue-
tantly—admits that Pnhg:lrlmjnngﬂnlhau |Ill' field of top chess players ocoupied
only bg men,

The following year, she broke into the top 10 (opent rnkings—the onlywomean
o ddosn, asthe win mc'rh,u.p arov gave hera m('xrn:-d,g!»

Director Rory K ¢, whio has an A
dlocumentary L \'.fLIa_m int Vietar, makes
the centrepiece of herone hour, 34 minute-long fGlo. This
af howa Bamily of Bairly humble means created three chess of
brfedly touches upon the psychelogical impact of Lisald'sexperimentation. Did
e push them too hand? Did he deny them a childhood?

The documentary's rousing soundieack, which includes the funky Pod Ketile
Biaek by Tilly and the Wall in the opening credits, sets the mood for a film that
Iknl(lsbs.lrk(sn the punches, Polgir's story is more than hereontests with the warld
[ aon, 1t's about brea 5, challenging gender norms and the
courage it takes fora tee n.|s:r~p,1r||os|| across the board from grim, seasoned pros,
helieving that she could win.

Arum dharn (i o) iva Maomiai-b
nex fraders and lifesivie.

{ femermraelist olto coverssporis, bnosi
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INDIAN
HIP-HOP
FINDSITS
FLOW

Indian hip-hop is thriving. Rappers across the country are
experimenting with a wide variety of dialects, sounds and

ideas. Now an established part of the mainstream in India, desi

rap seems poised for a global breakout

nlate 20024, Mumbai/ Pune rap-

per ShrevasSagvelkar reced

call from a French f

wats visiting Dubai. The friend

had gone out clubbing the night
before and heard atrack plaving over
A with rap verses that sounded suspi-
elously like \I Intrigued. the friend
phomed
the \!ai\.uxﬂnmdpwm ity b e kinew
what the song was?

The track in question turmed out to be
Taamehdi Cheadi Cbrown skin™in Mara-
thil, Sagvekir's collaboration with pro-
ducer and Marathi-howse pioneer Eratex.
Heleased in May 2024, the song’s unigue
blend of Marathi rap v . Indizen folk
ng bass made it an

n Europe, the US and We i
adeed i to theirsets, the song s iconic " fafa -
wolk ringing eut at clubs in
Berlinand Amsterdam. Dutch dance music
lnbel Spinnin’ Recerds picked it up, releasing
amusicvideostaming. among othe -
thi influencer Manish Shetve gro nnn;.rmhr-
tune in an iridescent polychromat
(YouTube view o
American producer KSHMR rem
sl even played it during bis
at Miami's Ultra Mus stival, one of the
wirle st dance music events.

"W knew the song would do well because
we'd heen performing it at our shows and we
could see that people were really Into i, says
Sagvekar, "But we had noidea how far it woukd
travel, Iowas plaved in Berlin, London, Austra-
li. Pretty much everywhere,”

Taranebdi Chavirmndi’
fluke but 2 sign that Indian hip-hop s poi
aglobal breakout, That same year, Bengaluru-
based rapper Hanumankind and Hyderabad
proscucer hhit single i
Dy, which reached No 23 on the Billboared
Hot LG chartand received shoutouts from some
of ghobial hip-hop's biggest tastemakers {includ
g aremixtv ASAF Bocky). A vear later, the rap
per was niking history at Coachelly, collabora-

Ingwith the likes of Denzel Curry amd\thumm il
vy his e Deegy dbande moves show n
the massively popularonline \nlmf,nm.‘l‘m\'arafr Dethi's
Seedhe Mautare another act making waves internation-
ally—after plaving a short UK tour last year, including a
performanceat Glastontary, thes’ i!l\{l.ll g toembark

=i
=

on athree-month workd tour in April, with dates spread
across Eurape, the 1S and Australia,

Youeanalso point to Delhirapper KrSna representing
Ineliaon the cross-border cut A san Stafe O Mind, along,

side someof the higgest nppe
Chinaand Cambx
a Iythes compan; ‘_

fromdapan, South Kores

a\u;l 1 rmk'unumzilk:lc:u ’[}ruc::.l Full.(J\u\Hnu hapart
Estson Spotify, Orjust ook at the number of mbernation)
Eabelsmaking theirway to India—DefJan s Appedl,
Eanplre, Atkintic Records—hoping tosnap up the nest Bad
Tammy, T believe hip-hop has the patential to become the
second great music movement in India after film music.”
chairman and CEO of Universal Music
nd South Asia (which owns the Indian
imprint of iconic US rap label Def Jam), “Manyof th
est breakout global songs from India today are coming
from hip-hop, which abready signals where the future is
heading. The wave is already here—anad 1 believe it will
only grow stronger in ndia and on the global stage.

THEEARLY YEARS
This mement bas been along me coming, Hip-hop first
male its way to the Indian shores in the 1990s, makingits
nee feltin the Indian soundscape through the noved-
ty-rap of Baba Sehgal and Bevang Patel, and Suresh
Peters' tongue-twisting verse on AH. Rahman's Pertai
Rap, These early efforts ranged from parody to pastiche,
with litthe connection to hip-hop culture bevond the
rhwthmic spoken-word delivery.

Bt far away From tinsel town's fumbling attempts at

il appropriation.d newly anlie cobor of teers and
P LS Wik stening to the katest tunes by Emi-
e ind 50 ¢ tehing b-boys pop and lock on the
strects of New York, and finding inspiration in hip-hop’s
origin story as a way for the disaffected and disenfran-
chised to make their voices heard,

By the early 20005 working-class kids in Mumbai's
Dibaravi, Dedhi’s Khirkhi Junction and Bengahane's public
parkswere gathering for dince battles and street cyphers,
Happers and beatbosers followed. They coalesced into
different crews and collect huilt networls on now
defunect social networking site Orkue, .mdbf.;..dmumd-
g saanngzs Tt prhcomnees cor L gz them

ratiomal excessand
Fant the Punj

llmlﬁ Singh and
Badshah—with s
machismoand mate-
ism—found easy
acceptance, The grit-
e nwr:]llnth\r

mainstream, which they did in
vl el on theirown terms.
Mumbai rappers Divine and
ey dropped the borrowes
aceents and tened inward. nipping
In street-inflected Hindi about
thedrown neighbourhoods, Their 2005 track Mere Gully
Mein Became an unlikely summer anthem. making the
Bip-hop underground impossBde to gnore, Onee Zoya
Akhtar announced that she paking a il sibout
theirstory (2019° Grily Foy), the fleodgates opened,

It \\.Lsain'“i)\.‘!’i!:{ﬂ]ll‘ﬁ:ll\ 1y —IROT MuUsic conipa-

#

s ke Sony, Universaland Zee Muske signedany rap-
pertheyeould find to theirmster, o jumpron the
gon. Br (0TS with Indian

rappers, and even political partics were putting out
cimpaign songs inmpverse, In 2009, M TV launched
armp led MV Hustle hrlm.unlvindmn
hip-hop it Indian living rooms (eve

tised and commercialised version of the real thing)

e Youi Tube long before the mainstream knew what to do
with them.
Aot of the musie before this, especially ullLkI(l(':J['[h)]
Iywond, w L a certain clas
one in acity ora community,” says Uday Kapur,
Asiaterritory manager for American record label, dis
utar and publisher EMPIRE, and co-founder of the inde-
pendent rap label Azadi Records (which he's no longer
imvolved with), “You had to have some level of privilege
te be able to become o musicimn, But with hip-hop, the
internet madeit much moreaceessible to beeome anartist
oraproducer. You didn’t need wo buy instruments or hire
1 room, orevenneed a microphone, Just aphone or
niPad would do.”
The carly music was often derivative—American
bomonved mngsta tropes—but the anger was real.
ny artists, hip-hop articulated frustrations that
i Tck podice profiling, the

I||1|nrnoi,-.rhhnn'huxl life,
an’l connect to A Singh's love songs,
beeause that’s not our lifi,” one Dhar irapper told me
in 2008, “Owr lives are all about the daily hostle, hanging
vut on the streel.”

Adatimewhen Bollywood wasstill i aspi

el sp g plenty of imitators,

Independent labels started popping up oo
aftaar and Ankit Khanna's Ralambkaar, Emiwa

i el were soon joined by inte

. American vapper and cotreprencar

s .\|v|m Wl label crmee to Inglia in 2009, Del
Jam in 2022, Empire and Atlantic Records (ina
partnership with Indian digital publication
and agency Homegrown)in 20025 Stoaming
services like Spotify and Apple Music als
bt big on Indian rap, cresting genre-speci
s, putting Indian artists on global ra
s,and providing aneasy way for artists
outsicle the major label eoossstem todistribute
their music.

I.h lhc [J'nlL' il.mllm.lukmil caught the
Jyars
\!rw!“nfh' Mefn—rap music wis ﬂrml
enched in the Indian cultural main-
stream, and increasingly becoming one of
the country’s major cultural exports.
According to Spatify, rapis one of the four
most stre -mwflmnrmm Trvelia, with Gen 7
forming 70%of ies audience. Three of the
five Indi it stresmed outside




{clockwise, from left)
Bengaluru-based
rapper Hanumankin,
Kashmiri rapper
Ahmer; Delhi’s Seedhe
Maut; Chaar Diwaari
from Dethi; Sanket
Shikriwal, who raps in
Bhojpuri; and rapper
Reble from
Meghalaya,
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of India
are  rap

tracks, and four

aof the ten maost

exported artists are rappers

playlist, now ranks amang the 10mest folbowed hip-hop
plavlists in the world

“Tihink everyone— Jllliu Ill.‘l Il s inve
in Indian hip-hop g over the numbers,
Mo Joshi. co-founder and CEO at Azadi Records.
ook at both smart phone penetration and stre
numbers, we're already quite big and there's sc
headroom. Only about 25% of Tndia’s smartphone num-
bersare onastreaming plitform, There's somuch poten-
tial for growth.”

THE GOLDEN ERA?
AsIndizn hip-hop entersits second decade in the main-
stream, itsroots are spreading far deeper and wider than
hefore. The dominance of Punjabi and Hindi hip-hap
and of rappers from the big metropolitan cities-—-is
increasingly being challenged by rappers putting out
music in their local tongues, as smallerscenes oom in
i el Lo rumilc:\trlhc‘wlmln.
i s create their own
a's Dlianda \\o]mdld—
h-

i supersis

arys
::I[..[M.\l o us—io Marathi r.lpuﬁ 15

mumble, -1 hip-hoporexperimental rap, chances are
vou'll find an antist able to seratch thas particular itch,
Sometimes even the same artist will experiment with dif-
ferent sounds on diflferent projects—Dianji. for example,

dar. “Orwhenoutsiders are trving to come in, they need
tounderstand the eulture first, Hip-hop s more than just
PFTsand numbers.”

Pasla Iﬁlaijut-\-m sharperin hiscritigque, arguing that

has et out s ing From Blasploitation-en funk
1o new wave t

“That offers a lotofoptions tothe listener,” says Sameer
Lenarmclier, a battle- rapveteran better known as Rapuare,
whoalsoworks in A&H Grtists and repertoire i
development at Mumb, e recornd labeland enter-
tainment company Gully Gang Entertainment. “Delhi
Tk bl “thave a specific sound, Bombay hip-hop

’\1ul avalam
||cl hh\ Fentering
|Jt>lh hip-| |10|J anel m.mbsllmmdmn w8 highupasNo 7
I the Spotif .
In Srinagar, Ahmer and S05 p-hop to
breathe new [ife into the Kashmin Limguage, Dhani, Siya-
ahi and Bhadrankar are putting Gujarati hip-hop on the
g, while Makayali arists like Vedang, MC Couper, Dals
zee and are doing ma numbers, both online and at
theirgizs. Shreyas Sagvelar, Y ung DSAand Dside [y the
Marathi sap flag, Pasha Bhat is busy makisg Dakhind great
agabn, while Heble—the 24-yvear-ald rapper from Shilloeng
wh is all over the Diterandar soundirack —is slowly
Incorporating Khasl verses into her English rapoeuvre,
Arivu in Chenpai, Dasagriva in Hyderabad. Kolkata's
the listgocson and on,
sense, thisregional tum isjust part of the process

story-telling, then this is the logical next step.

“1 think rapping in our mother tongue has
brought uscloser to whowe really are, the pla-
that we really live in”* 1zvelir,
“here areso ma tIlFfL'antsl:lrlt."slun|Im

changes, your Iang..uu;:u :.-h.mgo». Al li'lml
that really exciting. 1Cturs out that the best
way Lo sel ourselves apart is to just be our-
sefve:
Sveryane isstarting to reslise that golng back

fve [!quurl n.s;ru.u atl;um '\r:ma
Algapifea, written almost entiredy in Bhojpuri,

was pnie of kst year's lindm ark records. “Lhave
ories which 1 couldn’t tell in Hindi,
» Hindi as a language could not trigger
'mulll.ohmln art whichare captured

in Bhojpur in my life,

Feegional rap has always beena thing —some of
the earliest rap crews, suchas Dopeadelics, were
rrleibing; Ehearlier vears, there was asense
that rapgpiog ina language other than Hindiwould

limmit raucience and reach, restrict you to vour

own state or region fexcept for Punjabi, which has
alwarys managed to buck thisconventicnal wisdom),
That sentinent nolonger rings tree.

“In Indlia, language is no longer a barrier—andien-
ces are consaming Malayatam, Marathi, Bengali and
Hindi hip-hop purely on beat, storytelling, perform.
ance, and visual identit 3 VT seoing
voungand emerging bt madly 'nr.vd.mll-tl.lil.t--lkm—
Maniac gain rapid fon because) i
Tulvisuals aned compelling storvielling cancut across lin-
reiege sl pull in mass audience

“Reelshave really changesd the game,” adkds Tiland pro-
ducer hdldlliuuu.h‘\n whohias made beats for tracksby
witrend comes out on a song
w language, people will just
hap on thist trend, And in the process, they are actually
gerting to know more about other regional musie oo,
When I'm [Jing, | can see people lenow all these songs,
even ifit's from a completely different part of the conmiry
And they may not be able to sing the verses, but they're
definitely singing the hooks.”

The numbsers hack up hisohservations. Spotily reports
that play wrvanvi Hip-Hopanid 3 ;
Hopgrew by SO0 and GO, respectively
he platform’s annual Bap@ live event featured 31
artists mpping in over 10 languages—more than ever
hefore.

The increasing diversity of Indian hip-hop isn't just
reflected in the languages used, hut also in the breadth
and depeh of styles and sounds on offer, Where earlier
you'd have a single sound dominating ina given city or
region—gully rap in Mumbai, Delhi’s more lyrical rap
style—artists nolonger feel the need to be boxed insoni
cally, Whether vau're intodrill, grime, trap. boom-bap,

dloesn't have aspecifle sound. And it sgreat becanse then
everybody gets to enjoy everything, because rappers
everywhere are trying todo everything.

Increasingly, even the more experimental artisis hive
lownd both critical seclaimand devoted fans, Shikriwal,
for example, layers his Bhojpuri rhymes over a blend of
hoom-bap ard Indian folki

Diwsari e Inauv:'imn Taneja) makes music thi |l<|( fl'\

wenre convention, moving betweenalt-rock guitarriffs,
psychedelic textures, R&B vocal melodies and lo-fihip
T, all thexl together by an iih'u g il aesthetic.
(o \Chrdle Tone and Parinmal
Shais pushing the boundaries ol hip-hop beat-malking,
while projects like Shanharty's Farooff and Farban
Rhan's Al Laita ave notable for thelr grand conceptual
ambitions Indian ripds no bonger a stgle scene or eeosys-
tem, buta constellation of overlapping scenes, all innovar-
ing in their own ways while staying rooted in the lan-
guage, culivre and sociopalitical realities of their home
towns or regions:

“Earlier, it felt like people were tr
Western sound as Fithfully 3 P

x to recreate the

o rho iddea uf
1 i

COMImET and the lack ofinfluential taste-mak
erswi nh a real understanding of hip-hop's origing have
newtered the seene’s pots lasa tool for socialand polit-
feal change,

“Whe rares thiese kel bee asdes. “Whene do they come
from? What are their surnames? Why would someone
nmt- like that sign someene like me, or Vijay
raps about Ambedkarue sues™
° i singly profitable, and

singly beholden tocapiral, its biggest namesare also
hecoming more risk-averse. And as it becomes more
widely known, itsanti- :“\ml‘iuhm: nrethos—aswell asits
foeus on the grimier, s of lifie in India
makes it a target forconservative, reactionary forces,

In recent years we've seen concerts by MCStan, See-
dhe Maut, Shubhand others inter ruul(\lol r.mu Aled by
right-winggroups. Dhantdha Nyoliwala ha
banmed by the Haryana government in _‘[)_:: I'm'pmnml 2
ing “gumn culiure and violence®, while in Mabarashin sap-
perRaj Mungase Deed defamation chargesin 2023 fora
song thal @ Aly eriticised deputy chiel minister
Elmath Shinde.

“Freedom ol spee Emmmm.din Iy.lv T, sitys New
Drelhi |(||l|)\.]’{!:|l] Ay 1F v say
something that’s for the gond of the country, even then
vouget caled anti-national, And ifvou oppose something
wrong that's happening in the country, the
speak atall. Even ifyousay that the roads inmy cobon,
broken and full of potholes, and Lask “vel leader &
fai#™ Then Tl be called anti-national.”

usingoarown ncal
says Rochi-born, Benguhuru-based Shais, ulmw work
stands out for it Jmm‘nlwmlnlu 1 instrumentation
andsamples, "1 gueess 10 just that artists are not scared to
experdment anymaore, And the andience also wants fresh
soupds, theyre done with listening tothe same rap beat
over and over again,”
“Ie! ﬁ<||| becanse of the audience, because people are
these s Shilirival. “The audi-
enceisfore m;,ﬂrhlw-(: themediaandallthese influen-
COT PAGES 10 PAY attention to newer, more experimental
sounids”

THEROAD AHEAD

The mood within Indian hip-hop circles s optimistic, but
it would be a mistake to think of the seene's continued
an inevitability. Thereare still plenty of prob-
engges, and potential bling blocks. Thelive
touring circult has grown—particulardy with festivals ke
Rolling Loud coming to India, and stand-alone gigs by
International actssuch as Post Malooe and Travis Seoti—
Dt fnefrastructure remains a prolibem, both in erms of
venues and the skilland experience required to put on a

1, believes that part of llw

ragmentationofthe global
s 3 temet and algorithmic
discovery. “An artist could be rea rm\nllr\mlllL
bt Emay not have heard about him or her ever,” he
Butanother problem isthat artistsdon’t have the
pmn nee or The support to develop into proper stars
Youcan have a hit here or there, but can youactually
sustain that success?

Thespike instreaming and online engagement during
the owid <19 pandemic meant many artists went viral, but
ity isnot the sume as actual stardom, That reguires
st development. * Il you’re not investing in artisi
Jopament i terms ol both time and meney, then you
are not going to build artists that can sustain a minimum
affive toseven vearsof deep relevance,” says Singh. Any
ame can have a it song, glven the r hlm afeonditivns,
'I\ulic"\\ by whiat it takes to be a Divine or a Raftaar.

i mu:ml :-fmom y that's Mowing intethe hip- ]H'p
seene | s Ween rag
asa commercial pmcllu tand s self-image os g revolo-
tiemary culftural mevement, This conflict s helghtened by
the fact that so few of the major music executives come
fram the hip-hop scene, or even from the same sociocul-
tural milien as most of the artists,

“We neegd more ;n.op]e-\\hc:tlmk‘nhullllu‘c ultureto

1t invedved onthel e says Inam-

1hy

g ke thed Dhandha Nyolivala consorship
happened in the West, the whole 1|||J hop community
eomes ogether and says vou can't do thi 5
DBhak. "But here it happened and robody hatted aneye,
You cannot have the control to decide what art can and
canrof sy, [ihink that's o big threat o the futuee of lodian
hip-hop.”

And then, ofcourse, theres that perennial issue—the
lack of representation of women or LGBTQ: artists,
There are a few artists that have hroken through this
glass ceiling—Reble, Kinari, Agsy, the Wild Wild
Women collective, But they are the exception that
proves the rule, and they have to work doubly hard to
prowve that they have a rght tobe there, that they're more
than just tokens. “We don't get booked far gigs at all,
Iy m\[uml.’uu “says Wikl Wikl Womenmember

ke Krantinird). “We often get told
thant grieds o't listen to hipehopand the men won't redate
1o voni so why should we give you aslot? But how doyon
Know that I vou won'tlet us perfo m e ket the audi-
ence figure outif they like us or not

And that's noteven counting the misogyny. which is
often in-your-face, “The Indian mpaodience isy
ist,"says Inancdar, “And male [nctl.m1“!p1»crwrt-t<;l1lmm-

The way they set the tone, the way they set narrtives,
breeds these kinds of fins who become hostile and toxic
towards women rappersor female artists in general, And

women have been screaming about tim seism forever,
1¢'s time for the men o take a
pite all these poten
wrchip-hop remain:
potsed to become the

st genre outside of the film
music space, hallenged by the burseoning Hindl
popscene. 1] pptinism abiout its potential fo
lnm<~|.dnluluxuh\unl though opinions are divided on
whether that will come via more English rapoala Hanu-
mankind, or something that looks more ke K-pog
global sound that remains firmly rooted in Indian lan-
gruages andd traditions. *Thelieve Indian hip-hopwill take
its placeas part of the global hip-hop scene, because we
havealot to \amlnlu(lﬂ stories o tell,” says S
. belonging to the first generation of Indian rappers
who ave come of age in a post-Gidfy Boy world, i moch
roibiticus, even brash. “Lmight be alittde arrogn
hesays, “but 1 think the Indian markel is sobig thatitcan
beat the entire world market by it eI makeourart
st sohigg that they 're the ores headtining festivalsaltover
the world.”

Mhravngf Kappad b o Mesenbai -fased writer,

Scan this code to listen to
some of the most innovative
sounds in recent Indian
hip-hop. Playlist curated by
Bhanuj Kappal.
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Limelight for the
labour of fashion

In 'Disobedient
Objects, artists
question the world of
fashion and spotlight
the labour behind the
making of clothes

avantika hhw@hremlm.com

1 the sun-kissed space of STIR

Art Gallery in New Delhi, a large

muslin soroll with a farta sewn

inta it hangs from the ceiling,

Looming large in the middie of
thie arts space, the fabric features blood
rerd flowers emenging from black vines—a
nmiaphnrinrllw-ctxtr' of women's desires
within patriarchal socketios and religh
arthodoies. In this Unfifed worl inkhas
been used to mimic embroidery and ques-
thon, “where do dreams go” through the
ephemerality ofthe medinm. This collab-
arathve work is part ol the ongolng An-nisa
series, created by artist Arshi Trshad
Ahmadzai with regfoogars (damers from
Majibabad, Uttar Pradesh. It reflects the
desires of a community of women, who
¢ OVET SOngEs anel sis-
terhood (Almadzai grewapin Najibabad
and has since then lived in indi

interrogate the sgency, or kack of it, of
Muslimwomenin South Asia.

u_\l SO mp\H it l&l| me llu within

<'nnrnm'|mr1r3 arn, h('mud thl‘((\l!\(]l

foruses mn testiloart wi |lh an

nauscotton, “(These) carry both imprings.
ofhistory andanimpulse for experimen-
taticm. Clathes become charged epistemic
ohjectsand medivms” states the curato-
rial note.
So Shradha Kochhar createsa woarable
Travelers Guardian, from
- knitted and hand-sewn

experimental and umkntprt sented
approaches incontemporary South Asian
cullures,

The majority of the worlss have been
ereated specifically for the shuu We

Fada cotton. The sculpture, which maves
between the realms ol vostume and wrchi-
tecture, human and animal forms, is
Inspired by the performance art tradition
of Rackhi Ghodi of Rajasthan. 1t is based

wanted te talk about dise
ments, clothes that are nat oceu 1
thewenrer, The artists focus on material-
ity aned labour —-rrilw-{ hoices thai pt.'nplt‘

Singh, Thishas re uludundnrrw‘xvmf
worksin Disobedient (fects, ranging from
hiybrid forms, seulptural compositions,
abject-hased works and research-led

[‘hc artists huve twmed the materaland
underdying craft on the head, So.vou have
textile waste embroidered on wood or
hand-stitehed iron and scolpted indige-

anthecn menwearwhile per-
forming stories of myth and memory,
“What Iparticulirdy like about Shradha's
practice is that she spins the yarm on the
eharfifu horsel§and brings the spotlight
ontothe labourofthe craftsperson,” says

the fashion industry. The for
himsela “repair shop™ and books at posi-
constmer deotm and the ant of rafiogard,
Hisinstallation features minkatureshapes
in which fragments of cloth have been

A4

(clockwise, from above) Ashita
Singhal (Paiwand), 'The Fifth’;
Debashizh Paul, 'Scent of the
Celestial Garden', sculptural dress
fram a perfarmance commissioned
by Art Dubai and supported by

reduced insize but notin meaning, Post-
consumer denim—worn Taded—
becomes & site (o investigate ideas of
latyanar and use.,

Theshow becomes aninterestingspace
Iu view how aparticular arti
with time. Ary

Emami Art; Arshi Irshad Ah
‘Untitled IV (from the series ‘an-
Nisa), supported by Blueprint12.

inpaint. She had abways been interested in
e invisibilised Babour of women, but the
covid-19 pandemic changed her
approach, When she went back 1o her
hometown of Panipat, Harvana, she real-
Ised the scale of the gamments upeyellng
Industry In the clty, Though migrant
wamen wereat the heart of it, their labour
was not acknowledged. The women
waorked in hazardons conditions, resulting
in lung infections, skin disease and long-

term health issues, Arya started visiting
tories aml engaging in conversa-
b thie workers,

Chver the past six vears, she hasdiscov-
erelse L layers to the probid lir-
Iying the upeyeling fnd NI
ment started with v bt

lisplay is of Anuj Sharmi, an Ahmesdabad:
based design professor, He ereated a
techirdgue called Button Mas: shmple
Jeinery system usting Buttons and rubber
hands to make sustainable and quick
elothing. You don’t need cutting tools;
ratherthe saime garment can be reassem-
bledin 10 different ways using this tech-
nicpie, Sharma feelsthat while sustainabil-
ity of material has beendiscussed to death
in the fashion industry, oot many talk
about the wastage aftinee and resoures,
For instance, Tor a wedding dednga, a
eraftsperson spends hundreds of hours
awiy from his family toereate a garment
e, who will wearit for a cougple
s and stow it mway,

“ashion will never ever beall-sustin-
ety have I:ct.umL associated

bile,
with i}
tinmalits
design,”
Massla, Sk 5
people from all w ksr:l i tovmake their
own clothes with simple drapes.

S'my,‘l: adds “11's about making design
lnelics wi hered b ort e scratic, which is why he has not
i Iso booksings at 11 1k 1 this technigque.” For the show,

dyeing industrics, \nm.lﬂtl.m‘.mm.ular) is
innthe works,” shesayvs. Forthe exbilition,
shie has stitched together inon, brasswire
el papser In Doth S Coveraned Lese S -
son to embody the p aml reality of
warnen's labour in the upoyeling ndustry.

The 8310 ft sculptures feature three
female figures, with facesin different sta-
ges of concealment—this signifies their
respanse to the hiardous fumes that they
are exposed to daily, “Used garments
in Panipat from all over the world,
sk, vel forpidae Raufecrenre s ey oot
wha wore these garmen
The work is an ironic soci
tary—thesewhoneed the clothes themost

o Larm also looking at ssues of ground-
water pollution, Earier. T focused on the

are ¢ el o o through discards as
witnesses to the hiabits ol consumption.
Cmeafthe most interesting practiceson

‘:hd oo bias created Plastic i Shav Yatra
using waste food boxes and packets, hot-
e, spoons, combs, brushes and rubber
nids. He asks viewers i plastic waste
should be given adignified sendoff, This
stems from hisown practice of callecting
plastic waste and hanging it as curtains,
"We show respect to a fellow human by
giving them a dignified burial or crema-
i, fzzzint s kel ferte huin, How dowe
accond those last ritesto plastic waste™ he
Rys

the blend of personal e
social eritigue, playfulness and e
mentation that underliesthe entire show.

At STIR Art Gallery, New Delfed, fiff 22
Febwruary, Ham-Tpmm.

‘We're seeing a counter-movement to neutrality’

Salone del Mobile’s
Annalisa Rosso discusses
the shiftin design from
soft tones to strong
personality and colours

poajas@livemintzom

he words “high energy” come up
T often when Milan-bnsed Annalisa

Rarsso, one of the key voices shaplng
contemporary design discourse, talks
about the Indian design scene, “India’s
design landscape Is vibrant, young and
emerging,” says Rosso, the editorial
(|I!’K‘C‘T(1r and eultural events adviser of
Salome del Mobile, the mnual interna-
tional furniture fair held in Milin,

She met Loeengeon S February, thecon-
cluding day of the India An Fuir. This
vearsedition marked the first collabor
tion between the fai 1 Salone del
Mahile, signalling India®s growing pres-
enceonthe global design map. Indianow
ranls 0 ameong the 160 countres send-
I visitors to the Salone,

When Hosso, whoalso works asa cura-
o and eonsultant to brands across the
high energy” sheisreferring
o the trajectory of Indian designerssuch
a3 Vil Goval, Gunjan Gupeaand Roos-
had Shroff, who have been displaying
their furniture and collec tildle: design at
al platforms such as Design
ris,; Milan Design Weck, PAL

London and Salone del Mobile,

Eveninherconsulting work, Hossohas
notioed a growing curiosity about wht
Inclia hias o offer. "Riyadh s the other
emerging market, But India and Ialy
share a special bond,” she says, Italy is
amang the European Union's topexport-
ers of furniture to India.

Historically, Ttalian marbie, gliss and
tibes have decorated Tndia’s palaces and
enlonial-era mansions—long seenasmark-
ersofwealth, What ischangingnowisthe
comiext. As Indian design grows mere con-
Tident in its own crafl traditions, home-
anwmers are incressingly mixing vocabular-
fes—pairing local textiles or artisanal fumi
turewithinternatiomal nardeor lighting,
“In Europe, the US, Japan and the UK,
you're seeing people ook at what other
coumtries, especially India, haveto offer,”
=1y Rosso, Shewent on to explain the rea-
son behind theincreased interest and dis-
enss the future of design, Edited excerpts
from the interview:

What makes India so exciting?
How do I say this without it sounding

culture of design that you can't pack intg
a suftease—it’s something you simply
have, The understanding of craftsman-
ship, the attention to detail, the scamless
blendingof pastand present... thesearen't
thingsyou canteach. They areembredded
intheculture,

I spoke with many architects and
designersat the fair, W!mri\mlrk e was

Annalisa Rosso; and (Rght) Gunjan
Gupta's booth at the India Art Falr 2026,

the foundation of good design and it
comes from seeing design as u tool for
nil belonging,
You work with designers across the
world, What's the potential of Tndian
designersin the coming vears?
Tremendous, Thene going o be
20000 exhibitors, including Indians, at
Salone (21-26 April) th . Within that
space, L coratinga new section called
Raritas, that will fegture 25 top names
from across the world whowill showease
collectibledesignand antiques, Tean't tell
you the names right now but youwill cer-
Iy see Indian works there,

theiropenress, ol just i up..n
ences botin listening, That reciprocity is

' tastesevolving?
1 hawve a strong view on this, panly

How are

seof my background in anthropol-

rhmk nrdrm,nmnhkﬂ(nmnn Clupit,

gy, Wearelivingin o post-glob ion
mement. We've moved beyond the
phiase where everyone wanted the same
safa in Delhi, Mexico City, Rome and
MNew York. Thatmadel no lomger works.
utral is no longer enough, and you
could see that at the

Evenudponsane irying locreale aserse
of place, People want spaces that speak
globally but retain local elements, crafts-
manship. materials, textiles, cultural refer-
ences. When 1ookat designershere, 1see
wark that ishoth Indian and global, They
offer mtz'm.lumu!dc"-lﬁnsnhmnnu\hllc

astings techniques o
create contemporary abjects, Or
Andrea Anastasio, whese lampsancalmost

soulptural Th -wi(l.ca-i aren't new bid they

Whant hasdriven lhh shil?

I'sa reaction to the previous rend, We
lived throwgha period of neutrality—soft
eolours, soft shapes, everything looking
similar. What we're seeing now s the
counter-movement. Anthropologically
speaking, we'rein a time of uncertainty,
socially and politically, Insuch momer

preserving identity. in
Europe too,

peoplelook for bt ke them foed
mooterd. Aftercovid, we also rediscovercd

how impartant our homes are, We real-
s Ui fortabie, ugly chairs that
were everywhene don't work anyma
Wewant ourspaces wreflect personality
androots
Design is often seen as elitist...
There's some truth o that. But perhaps
thisis no longer the era of mussums and
fnmdations alone, Mavbe nowits time to
look around and realise that the most
pewerfil creative vaices ane in the streets,
in schools, in unexp s, 1 you
anlyloak fornew design where vou expect
to find it, you'll discover what everyone
else ks already:

Whiant's your take on the use of AI?
Tmnotconcerned. I'sa tool, and within
Tirmdes it can hedp brands el stories better.
At the end of the day, there’s alw:
Tumian minel behind AL Truly transi
ative ideas still come from hurmans, Think
ofdesignerslike {Alessandro) Mendinior
{Achillte) Castiglioni—their work was
unexpected, disraptive, Lsaw many such
pievesat the fair. Such imagination comes
from human intuition.
‘What males design “good™?

Grood design offers solutions, The able
we're sittingar, which allows ustoengage
easily, or the sirect lights outside that
mal-oanmp:hlv:urhmdiwl lhh rtﬁq;n

live,

acult
maost effective (tmigm’m and brands are
those whobring together something spe-
eifie, functional and unique, Tt sounds
simple, but achieving that balance is
incredibly comples,
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Seymour M. Hersh's determination to pursue a stery, at any cost, landed him in trouble through his career; and (below) a scena from ‘Cover-Up'.

Investigating a
journalist’s legacy

A new documentary
on reporter Seymour
M. Hersh brings into
focus the highs, lows
and dangers of ethical
journalism

somak.ghoshal@partner ivemint.com

none of the early s
er-Lip, a docum
mour M. Hersh's life and work,
the iconic investigative joomalist
looks straight at the
rather at the filmmakers, Ly
and Mark Obsenhaus, behind s
asinglestinging sentenoe: 1 harely trust
you guvs” The statement looms like an
epigraph over the movie, capturing a sen-
timent that any reporter worth theirsalt
should want to live and work by,

[Fsee prk fsim Isthe bulwark ofa credible
weertain degree
of self-eff ard o uphold
such principles and integrity in these
timeswhen carcerslive and dic on the hill
af personal branding on social media plat
farms, But, asrecently as 2004, when Poi-
teas approached Hersh, o plonecr among
his generation of reporters, w make o
movieaboul hiscarver, he latly refused.
He still wisn't ready to turm himselfinm
ke story, Eventually, it rook 20 years for
Hersh, now 88, o iy yes. The result i
Cover-Up, iwvalnerible, at e riw, take
onhis life, which was released on Netflix
recently toa worldwide audience,

The dislay has proved to be fortulious,
Paitras and Obenhaus couldnt have cho-
T time to draw attention (o
Hersh's chequered life. As legacy me

retnaing under si
spite of the
ment, the US can no longer pretend to be
emplar of free press, Journalbsm

since ther
tration, which has cracked down oneivil
liberties, stifled dissent and used technol-
gy o spread liesand ke news.

Hersh is well aware of th
enmstanees and the relativ
he enjoyed
carver has beenallabout the importance
of telling important and unwanted
truths,” as he writes in his 2008 memoir,
Reporter iewould not have been pos-
sible for me 1o be as freewheeling in
paper world asit wasuntila
decathe ago.” But, apart from support for
in-depth reporting fading away {those
deep pockets that allowed reporters toip
around the world doing their jobs onee
upornatime), most aof the ]\mhln'msnlmlr
time remuin the same as those that Hersh
Faced in the 1960s and 1970,

These were the decades when he broke
afexplosive stories on war crimes
comimitted by the US army in the Vietnam
War. wgrage f the My JHECHTRVES
af 1968, inwhich handredsof elderly men,
wrmien and children were killed by the US
troaps, remains a landmarl in the history
ofin iver reporting.

[—..irh on in rruw tp, Hers that
the biggest chy Faced, while
working as an iny iive journalist
under the Hepublics mj,iuu.'c:[ﬂ.itimltl
Winon, was “not sa much censorship but
self-censorship by the p Then, he
oS on Lo pa fecks unean-
nily prescient, Most Washington corre-
spondents, in his day, were content to
attend daily press conferences at the
White House or the Pentagon and file
S00-word copies that, almest always,
accepted the official version af events, no

questions asked, They were happy to
remain glorified stenographers, who
icdn’t want to mess with the status guo.
In contrast, instead of joining his col-
leagues far leisurely lunches, Hersh, the
reakie, would seek out the com
theeld b the Pentagon (which he
was designated tocover by the Associ-
ated Press, until his reports ruffled more
Teathers than AP could handleh, His per-
sonible manoer made it for him o
wet people 1o open up, while his track
record as an intre pid reporter insplred
confidence in sources, especially those
whowere concerned about anonymity.
Omesuch tip-off led Hersh to William
L. Calley, the American soldierwho was
accused of opening fire and killing 109
civiliansin Vietram, More than G0 years
- his diligence hasn't faded in the
slightest, Carer-1ip chronicles arresting
candid moments as Hersh continues (o
do his work—reporting on the Israeli
senocide in Gaza, speaking to anony
mans callers, refusing tolet go, no matter
the risksand dangers invalved
Watching the movie bs like sitting inon
amasterckass in investigative journalism,
Inspiring immense respect and just as
much fear of repercussions, [0s also a
reminder that like Hersh, there is still o
new generation of reporters, even
though their numbers may be dwindling,
Iy in the Global South, who con-
tinueta wager theirlife and limb to pur-

any of

Jects tal

Jjumhbleofdecisions, emoti

sue their calling.

FOLLOWING THE STORY
ingle-minded determination to
astory, atany cost, linded himin

by the Hepublica

repartingon \'I.t:l

Democratic <|a|1(ru||

Tor the pr mdvlir- n 1968, Cover-Up

doesn’t focuson this interfucde in Hersi's
career, butin Reporfer, he writes in detall
abont his role in the campaign, which
MeCarthy didn't win,

Afterquitting AP, Hersh continued to
Titingg for magines like

wark freedunee
The New Hepubii
st hook, i de
ne chereal and biolosieal war-
rogrammie ran by the US, brought
vim into national focus. In the vears o
come, he would go on to work with The
New York 1 stories around the
rrate scandal, expanding the work
thiat had already been done by Carl Bem-
stein and Bob Wondward of The Winsleing-
tori Post. But hisstarsat NV Twould hegin
tosink once he started reporting on cor-
porations like and Western, which. as
Hersh discovered, were fied up with his
emplovers' intornesis

Some of the mastdramatic momentsin
Caver-Up pertain to the mistakes that
Hershmade in hiscarcer, A prime exam-
prlewis him falling for o collection of 1et-
ters between Maribyn Monroeand John F.
Rennedy, later revealed to be a work of
Forgery. Itereated major embarmissment
Fo Hersh, Much Lier, he miseead the role
of Bashar al- Assad'sregime behind nerve
s attiches carried out oncivillins in Sy,
More recently, Hersh was pulled up for a
\mglc sorce stary he published on his
- Under scrutiny on the question
ol sourees, the reporterin him finally loses
his eomposure, he fears that he has said
Lo much and put people in danger, and
wants to quit.

In her eariier movies, Poitras has cov-
ered dissenterslike Edward Spowden and
Julian Assang,
il (thert o Purdoe Phar
turersof the opiokd OxyContin),
Fected the art of telling stories that wer
never meant 1o be perfectly told, In Co
er-Lip, she retumns to the mggedness of
reallife, the unpredicrable

e when pushed oo £
fact that behind every story |

tioms. And ver, when it comestothetruth,
everything boibs down to the fact of being
clear with one's conscience,

Speaking about his reports for The New:
Yarferabout the torture amd abose perpe
trated by the US army at the Abu Ghraily
1, Hersh gets to the heart of the mat-
ter in one sharp sentence, *We are
lenormousviolence,” he says, You
i u~| have s country thatdoes that and
IS afitting nwotto to
swork and his motivation behind
persisting with it, late into his 80k,

Cower-Up'is on Netflic.

Imagine history
into life with
your own tours

Curated walks make the past accessible to
children by adding a visual and experiential angle

o=
—

History needs to be touched for children to understand its significance.

avantia bhuyan@livemint com

n December last vear Twas reading a book on stepawells of Tndia, aroumd the
same time Lhad o group of rambunctions teens in the house, Ta save mysell
from heuring K- Pap Denten Hurters”Golden for the nth time, Ldecided tosit

them all down and tallkabout the Fast-vanishi = Within minutes. knew this

wits a bost task as Lartempted e evoke stodes of dy nasties behind some of the most
ixand s in the country « ven attempted o linkthese stestomod-
1 betion and wile: ity bt Lwas met

A monthly column about art
and culture ideas to inspire
both children and adults

[‘ltun,:\ beegan to ook up earlier
this yearwhen ook my davghiter
ana trip o Patan tosee the L
World Heritage Site of B
ar the lith-century Queen’s Step-
well Telearly remember the
mament when weary sighs tumed
toexcited gasps. When wearrived, all we saw was manicured gardens popalated
by schoolehildren and langurs. A few steps later, the pap revealed itselfinall its
lory, complete witlits intricate sculptures and lattices.

From then on, my danghter w; A PETRON G0 A mission: photos,
observing architectural details and sittir romhl steps to sheteh likenesses of
sculpiures. Sinee then, we have been on well bt visiting Adalay
near Crandhinagar ad Agrasen ki Baoli in Delhi, soaking in stories about tragic
Tewe serdid politios and urban Jegends, These trips have led o discussiomson Sae
s as community spaces and the pressing need to restore them,

A parend, [have realised it Is not enough to be lstory buffvourself, you need
to figure out wayvsol making the past tangible and accessible. 1t Bas takena while
for me toarrive at some kind of an effective approach that involves less talking and
more experiencing We all have questions about who weare and how we arrived
atthis point. Thereareso many histories that we-carry within us, and countless
imvisilsilised ones that whisperaround us. Sadly, wround midedbe school, lddsstan
losing the interest in makingthese connections, foreed to forus solely on dates
anil timelines to be memorised, repeated in testsand then forgotten,

Thee Bt more often than nol. leswith us adules for making history a static
abject. tobe viewed fromadistance, butnot felt ortonched. Yer, day after day, we
gt naws on archasological discoveries, often erasing previously held views of the
past oradding new layersialit, Take, forinstance, the re m:tononul!u-lrb«up-
tions in Camil-Brahmi, Sanskrit and Prakoit found across six tombs in
Theban Neeropolis, It shedsnew Bght on the naturee of trade linksbetween South
Asia and thevest of the world, These studies can become springboards for fasei-
nating discussions on migration, culural exchange and current irade policies in
amore engaging way. Or, take the contested sites like Reezhadi in Tamil Nadu,
which can lead to conversationsaround the role of archaeologistsin interpreting
findings-—and how thisis linked to current notions of natienalism and identity,
Jowmalist Sowmiva Ashok's The Dig beeomes a good reference for parents o
broach such tap

Curated walls are also great ways of hridging the gap between past and prosent.
Author-public historian Evic Chopra, the founder of lihisology, an educational
platForm based on Indian history, grew upona hearty dose ol Horvilde Histories
baowks, Awmar Clritra Kotha comies, and an exoticised version ol anarchacobogist
in dndicnie dones films, “All of os grow opwith s sense of curiosity about the past.
Hewever, that s notsatiated when you opemna school texthook or ifvou don't have
thie good fortune of getting an enthusiastic history teacher,” says Chopra, who
started workdngin the realm of public history rght after class Xwobringa visual
anl imaginative approach to the past.

He started walks at the National Museumand the monuments of Delhi 2019
anwards, Today when he conducts walks based on his recent book, (Hhasted:
Dhelfel's Hevented Mempereriis, Tt appeals tothe child- l||.u| wigination in boethaduls
and kids. However, appan walk at thy
the maximm number ofqu
an imageofthe “Tancing G

with a range of objects that leads 1o guestions on
Chopra

At Immersive Trails, a Rolkata-Dased sustainabbe travel platform, itis the World
War ITwalk throwgh the city that generates a ot of curiosity among young partici-
panis, Thewalk also covers aspectsof the Bergal famine of 1943, " The narvative
shows figures from the past asteal peaple with complexities and highlights thedr
persanal desires, ambitionsand tragedies,” explains Chelsea McGill, co-founder
af the platform and curtor of the walk.

In Mumbil, Dy |)nm Biihani, \\|1|JIlIII\lJI\u-(:fa]\IIIﬂ bringsa unigue approach
tostorytelling by tury, Sheconducts beritage hunts,
TSI W3 k-.dndpm;,r,lmlm‘s!h.ll encapsulate dance and herit mitlsa

an Oclissi dancer. So, Tose the body as a medivm eotalk about civilisationsand her-
itagge T have figuredovertime that children find dat very interesting,” she savs,
I May, Bilvani will be condueting aworkshop, Yo cun de Superiens oo, allowing
o discover mythaol | characters and linking their attribautes o their
eryday situatlons, For the Rala Ghoda Festival this vear, she curted a storyied-
ling performance with Skldhi Walkararound the Harappan civilisation based on
the exhibition, Medeeonfs gfthe Past, at the Chhatrapat Shivaj Mahara) Vasto San
Bihani has also started A to Zwalks in the city in collaboration with
ale,a muscum docentor trained volunteer educator, The duo began
withan Art Decoclue hunt around the Oyval maidan, where kidswere encouraged
toseout forfrozen fountain md sunburst (Im.iml

Whilewalksean sety TSI " 1 can ke the
nextstep by curating ourawi L nv.f{m.l’mn His-
tary, The Peaple af the I, In search of Lost Cities, and more. Why limit y
imaginution?

nto histony, s
|sI| | hasA
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The world through a
poet’s seasoned eye

A new collection of
Mahadevi Varma's prose
writings, ‘Portraits from
Memory, reveals her as a
seasoned, unhurried
observer of people

I boulk,
i

civility into the
workplaceas well
asour daily lives,
"hrotgh actionable s
Gaunt illustrate how we ¢
winsolutions without ex
empathy and respect for others.

Fight Lexs, Win Mare, tyyJonathan B,
Smith and Bevelr Gannt, Penguin Random
Hose, S04 pirges, TH95,

o
Gariffiths,
the head of

Inutrition, are likened to th
Imn;.nmll( ome who pliys Vishoo ina drma”,
Thistactility heightens the emotional stakes for
the reader. Eveninagquick five-seven page sketch,
we are invested in the s tions, misfortunes
and eventual fates of these people. Forinstance,
i Bfeaded, we see Varmaas a child (no more than
7-8yvearsokll innocently litching on o the com-
pany af a lonely young Marwari widow in the
neighbourhood, calling her ihadhi (Sster-in-liwh
Instead ofdicdi telder sister), the default for a Hin-

haspecific | di-speaking girl add chler peer. By the

TOM GRIFFITHS

ofng alitde tony el

mode of writing can often | time the reader realises what is truly going on Princeton’s Al . i
obscure other parts of a writer’s | beyond thechild's understandably restricted van- Lalby, attempus to THE LA ws
oeuvre, Ted Hughes, renowned | tage point, the world and its viclssitudes have grapplewith the oF o
Frvr his poetry for grown-ups, also nimed ealdei sy newfound peace, The dlimactic workings ofthe

human mind
nsing the lws ol
mathematics in
his new book. A
leading cogr
scientist, he
lemystifies the camplexity of his
undertaking by focusing on thres najor
waysof mapping themind: using rulesand
symbols, nevral networks and probabilicy
theory,

T Lavnew of Thongdet, by Tom Gieiffiths,
HarperCoiling, +080 pages, TEH9,

wrote one of thefinest, weirdest children’s hooks
ever—The Iron Man (1968)—but is seldom
remmembered in that lght. Stephen Ki
motis with the hormor genre.hasalsowri
excellent O Writing: A Memoir of the € m_,l’r
(2000), 2 manual cited by A-listwriters andcrea-
tvewritngourmculiaround the world, Ina stini-
Lerwein, Liliscovered the work of Mahaded
as ateenger through hervery well )
collections ke Neerie (1953, Sandivagee? (1935)
and Decpsfeifdie (1902, seen as land niark works,
especially in the context of Chi ad, aneo- | choiceofexampleisn'ta coincidence—boch Dran-
Romanticist movement that refused to be | padisand dhalbii’s lives are bratish, volatile and
hemmed in by the perceived didacticism of the | subject totheego-driven machinations of men,
preceding era of Hindi literature. ‘:lnl:I.Jrh inthechapter Safiya, we are told that
L assaciated Varr thher classical, fatvam | thesubject's e is avariant of theever-virtuous
language {“tatsam” vefers to Hindi words bor- | Savitri from Hindn mythology, who stubbornly
rowed intact from Sanskrt, with no refuses o et Yamu the God of Death
ehange in form or meaning), mysti i her Fallen husband Sapavaan
cal-religious themes that carned {“the truthfulone” in Hindik. Cnly in
hercomparisons with Mirbai, and this story, the hushand is a crued and
the oceasional rousing paean 1o shameless man who abandons
patriotismm and the motherand. It Sabiy to return one fine
was only much later that [ discov- mor th a different woman,
ered her extrordinary, allusive one he insists Sabiva will now have
prose writings, a collection of to live with under the same roof,
which has been recently transked By invoking the myih of Savicri

i furious sister-in-law
eveshurning like coals” about to inflict cor-
poral punishment upon the widow, will stay with
the reader fora long time,

There's a moment in Bhafbi where Varma
deseribes the subject’s arduous daily housckosp-
g luties as “that unfortunate g’ tretchied
mllllku aupmll sgarment”, Here, she is refer-
ring o th s fron the Mahabl
where Duryodhana and the rest of the Kaur:
trytordisrobe Diaupadi before the roval cowrt, The

THQUGHT
I %

[thereisone
thingweall
needin [JK‘
wiorld o i
batance. Brother
ap Hune,
discipleofthe
great Zen master
Thich Nhat Hanh,
joins handswith
Jo Confin
leadershipeoach

Partraits
Jiwa Metary

Ty Ruth Vamita, under the title Por- TAHABEN VARME several times acrossthe text, even as ands aal

ity firom Menory, [——— Sabiya extinguishes moreand more mentor, toexplain the principles of mindful
Thie book brings together two col- afherselfout r;r.unnplamlwnwm living asan antidote to burmout and anxiety

lections of Varma's pen- portrails, vifiely in this timely book. The lessons are practical

Afeetdee Clalchitra (Maving Pictures . Portraits from tle yet fierce critique af Hindu st andlintended tobe incorporated easily into

af the Past, 1941 and Sweriti ki Memory: Hy ture, Any story that can make a the reader's daily fife,

Relhayen (Lines af Memory, 1943),  Mahaderd Varma, grown woman willingly surrender ‘Being With Busyiess, By Brother Plap

These are life-sketches of regul frasdaled ey Ruth the last shreds ofhersell-esteen, Is - Hindiwriter and poet that Vanita (whe has transkied Vama's work in Mo creed Jor Coniftino, Alepal, 168 perges, 1359,
pecgple; not herliterary peers. Outal Vanite, HerperColltne adangerousstory indee Mahadevi Varma was an the past, inaddition to Munshi Premchaned, Pan-

these IBsketchestimost ol themmin Inafle, 272 pages, 1589, tleweapon of ma ss distraction. avawed Gandhian dey Bechan Sharma “Ugra” and Mannu Bhandard,

hetween 10-15 pages), some are of Heweser, itshould be pointed out GETTY MAGEE amongarhers! teok this route, etinthe

people whewere mainstays in her ife ke Blak- | that Portrades from Menery | any Instances How edse would the medern-tay reader recon- world of
tin, her trasted maid and confidante of everadec- | where the author uses seripture in much lighter cileVarma'sobvious empathy for her lower-caste theatrein
ade, Other subjects intersect with her life only | contexts as well, For example, when Varma is et with her repeated usage of the word Bengaluru, this

novel tellsthe
story of 20-year-
old Delphi and
||n\rm|m<1||ﬂ|uﬂ

arfjin” todescribe them
the footnote, the writer we
and took hercues from M
the now-frowned-upon t ‘nelay there is
roand agreement that “Hardj acondescend Lo an by
ing word that obscures the lived reality of the world of creativity
oppressed. In the last decade orso, several state and performance.
governments have passed orders banning the Deepika Arwined
word in all official communication and records. pues heyonda

Even those well-versed in the author's poctry coming ol age story to explore questions of
will find plenty tosurprise them in Portraits from ageney, volee and representation as the
Memory. And tothose readers who are yet to dis- politics of the stage become intertwined
cover the freasuretrove that is Mahadewi Varma's with the upheavals on the street after the
bibliography, thisis as gooda plice tostirtas any. horrific Nirbhava incident of 2012,

oot Argunsents”, by Decpika Arnpined,
Sinen & Sclucster India, 408 pages, 15599,

fleetingly, like Gheesa, the lower-caste boy whose
unforgettable, heart-wrenching story remains
avgruahly ber minst famous dand fregquently anthol -
agised) work of prose,

Anyhody whe hasread Vamma's povtey will il

iita explainsin
avenwed Gandhian
nedhi, who coined

describing the experience of teaching her
vounger siblings s cousins, she calls herselfthe
Shukracharyn of funmy fortwo
il dissonanee of a teenags
girl being equated to an ald sage, And second,
youzhout the ingenious ways in which sheuses | Shubreharyawas actuadly the teacher to the rak-
Hindu epics and religious symbols—mnd vousee | shasax, or ogres, which ma e rel
s of it evidenced b this collection. too. W h,u humorcus takedown of her chirpy vounger
vouwon't seein the poetry, however, isthat » brothers and sisters,

aseasoned, unhurrbed observer of people. Barely The allusive nature of YVarma's wiiting is ooo
achaptergoes by in Portraits from Mesorywith- | reason why the sometimes lengthy foothotes in
autasharply rendered description of hands, feet, | thetest iwritten by the translitor) were absolutely
evesand body linguage. Rama, thefirstsubjectin | necessary. Foradifferent, more stralghtforward
the ook, istho possessorafan “unsha ipely, thick | writer, lengthy foomntes would mavbe have come
nose which was lile the final mistake of o tired, | acrossasadistraction fi I intext. But for
irritated sculptor™. Binda, a neighbour's | thisbook, itis the right decision and I'm grateful

Aelitva Mani Jha is o Delhi-based woriter.

Unfiltered stories of desire from the heart of India

Anew anthclogy from covered Agentsof s, itwas like leaming pened was bad sex or pon-consensual Do the stories work minus the deft,
' J a playful new languige in which 1o talk s, writes Vohra, humaorcus illustrations and artwork that
Agﬁ'ﬁtﬁ Of |ShC| ahoirt "L\qll]dlj\.\]fl' Wamen have abwaysall Inarmatives recompany them on the webslte
celebrates the piayfl_[[ Inth Y, Writeran: about romance, consent, and not making | and AOFs social media pages? It was a

Paromita Vohra, who founded - w.lrr\nf' afuss toshapetheirownunderstanding ol | tough transition for me to make, and
and amorphous nature Fabiig (AT i 201, has eollected Gl sexual encounters, In these stories, they | though these narratives are powerful

are utterly honest, even to themselves,
about what felt good and what didn't, and
how, sometimies,
what

own, perhap
:nowel format would have been
the ideal vehicle to convey the essence
ol what makes the
Intemelavatarof
aspecial.
ven without
them, whit comes
through in these
pages israw, unfil-

of sex and sexuality

el ACH .A:-:l um\tm'dfh« auty,
Tun, sensuality and learning. Sexual

Love, Sexand
India: The
Agents of Ishg
Anthology:
Elited ty

b Lstumbled uponthe Agens
of Ishg website back in 2016, 1
was confused af first, Was this
brightly illustrated, pop-culture-infused

That pleasure
often lies in the
IV Are
long been an

ISR lll
e conversation

platform, liberally sprinkled with Hindi | about desire,” writes Vohra in her fore- unsaid though FPayomita Vo, tered and agenda-
words, music and poetry, an attemptat | word to the book, defining charac- Westiand, bess, The writing is
taking sex educstion out of the reatm of When the multimesdia project started, teristic of ACH, 1t 7 pagey, 1399, often unsophisti-
stuffy srooms and anstomical dia- | Todiswas on the cosp afa quiet sexial oy has never been eated, and itwaorks
grams? Was it a how-to guide about | olation-—we were becoming more body interested innar- because the pur-

mow definitions of
what i prodibem-
atic” and what
been a studious attempt to avold terms

positive and sex positive, and nowhere
was this more apparent than oo AL Peo
ple wrote in—they still do—about their
wrlence | Lawalien-

romance and pleasure? A repository of
erotic stories? Personal essaysabout love
and desire? Perhaps because there was
nothingauite ke lton the internet any-
where, it took mea while torealise it was

poseof these stories, mare sexual mem-
oir thanerotica, is not to titillate but o
articulate. Itis uniguely Indianin avour,
s and stancardised cate-
tern erotic fiction, and

AGENTS OF BHQ

all thisand more.

In my mind, that was a happier, more
Innocent time—before online misogyny
and the manosphere had made relation-
ships so fraught; before we had leamed to
Iabed feelingsso accurately; before we had
learnt that all purexperiences, which we
thaught were unigque amd spec wild he

distilled into 30-second reels, When Tris-

ting a terribly sex-negative
ring Lo love onesell, They
wrote in Hindi or English; this was per-
laps the first time you coukd read about
sex in an Indian language that didn't
sound like a manual.
M eontinues to thrive, and reading
tnvihe storiesand podeasts it fea-
islike hearing peaple make sense of
things for the first time, even 1o them

s accounts of women's el -life sexual

i "!\hll’i!‘ﬁ rsd'ruming
over they are I i uti-

ool thie had and the
|111'<I|wu—e|mlhc swith an explanation
of how these stories were collected in the
aftermathof the # MeToo movement and
articular moment init,

An r.nllno Jjournal !\uhhnh( oo piece
sexual enco
urdeash
ing a debate on whether what hid b

like "problematic®—underpinned by the
understanding that what we desire is
shaped somuch by things that are beyond
onreontrol; from childhood memories i
I|11.‘|\up|I|<|1\.llllull‘ W OIS,
one here s seldom angry and bit-
e, sy, The Viginag Monelogues),
and although there arestoriesof vicdler
and abuse, they avoid pat definitions and
neat labelling,

gories of ¥

utterly accessible Lo anyone.
1t covers the gamut of sexwality, from

getting into the technicalities of these
irdentitiesthat seem to be a huge preocon-
pation with Western writing on the sub-
et It is entively more amorphous, fluid
andloosey-goosey, just like sexand sexu
ality oftenan:.
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The RBI has estnated raal
GDP growth at 74%in 2025-26.

Unanimity
onrate,
dissenton
stance: MPC
minutes

FROM PAGE 16

Dility, robust ecanomic finda-
menials, .mddewlnmm-nuun
the trade and in
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- Factory rebound lifts India’s
biz activity to 3-month high

Seasonally adjusted composite PMI rose to 59.3 in February from 58.4 in January

Eiraesh pivermin com
NEWDELHI

ndia’s combined manufacturing
and servieces output expanded at

Core sector
growth easesin
Janonoiland

Demand engine
restarts, margin
tailwinds fade

FROM PAGE 16

ka| Pandey, head of reail
research at BCOICTSecurities, “In
fact, auto makers are ficing
margin pressure amid rising
and noble metal

expect e ed refining mar-
gins foroil marke ting compa:
mies to o

the fastest pace inthree monthsin
February, driven by stronger fac-
; |lmduclm|l and resilient

cial

Sectorally, banking. finan-

g thee lat strmdln;.nd its HSBC Flash
Inelia PMIevim posite output index.

ste] com posite
in February
the stiongest

The seasomally adju:
outpul index rose
from 584 in Janu
ansion since Novembs
The headline compesi

cantput index i
activity index,
O-10H). Reaeli

fromits s creaed a rare win-
dow for monetary policy, in
which remaining neutral wis
not appropriate al a moment
that demands a proactive sig
il to the eoononmy,

“The exict guantum and
thiting of the further rate cut
will depend on the meoming
dlata, but a growth-supporting
stunce is very much consistent
with a stable inflation out-
Ik, ™ he said,

“Our hase case is for the
MPLC 1o keep policy rates
unchanged through FY26-27,
though we expect more dura-
Db ligqubdity infusion measures
tor be announced,” Barclays
said in a research note on Fris
day after the release of MPC
minutes,

Gilven the current surplus
liguicity sitoation, Barclays
expects any OMO (open mr-
ket operations) purchase
annencemesio apgpen onlky
afterthe current liguidity sur-
plus narrows.

The need for additional
buy-sell foreign exchange
swaps is lower in light of the
prospective India-US trade
deal's positive impact on the
IrsclEan rupes, the forvign bank
sl

Macroeeonmmle backdrop
appears supportive even as
global headwinds persist with
real GOP growth estimated by
the RET at 7.4% in 2002526,
driven by private consump-
tion and fixed investment.

Headline retail inflation
{CPLorconsumer price ined
Tnsedd) wars projected at
Tor the year before rising
eloser to the 4-4.2% targel in
the first half of FY27

Several members empha-
sised that this projected uptick
in inflation will be largely
driven by prices of precious
metals, with underfving price
ressures remaining subcdued.

The modest upward revi-
sion in projected inflation does
not warrant a change in the
palicy rate, Bhattacharyya
said, so long 4s it remains
within the tlerance band of
the inflatbon targeding frme -
work and does not unhinge
Inflation expectations.

MPC external member
u el Dlarea-
Y The nflation
autlook continues to remain
benign, with headline CP1
remaining low at L in
December 2025, and the infla-
tiom outlooknot l.hrr\nru,.m\

SCTV
Iy

serviee providers antril-
uted the growth to
demand strength, local

= flgure s a
weighted average of the manifi
withe serviceshusiness
Theindices mnge from
above S0 show expan
sion, and below 50, contractio
indicesare then seasonally adjusted.
February'sacceleration wasled |
Faster reboundin Betory output, while
sgrowth stayed in line with ear
026 levels, SE&P Global said.
Aggregate new orders Inereased at
the fastest pace since last Novermber.
Survey participants from panels of
around 400 manufacturers and #00

it

iring

unk-wnmd(mlul. :ﬁltll]‘i‘.tlﬂu]lslmu
dard, chiof India coonomist at HSBC,

Data showed a mild pick-up in
capacity pressures across India's pri-
vatesector, Outstanding business vol-

SECTOR DIVERGENCE

The The manufacturing industry strengthened in February, supparted by robust
growth inoutput and new domestic orders.

it

remained modest but accelerated in
hethsectars At thecompesite level job
creation strengthened tooa three-
nwnlllhu.ll saiel ‘\&1 Lull)lkll

gas weakness

dhirendra kumanG@livemint com

MNew Delbi: India's core infra-
Structure sector grew 'H:}Ldr'
on-year in January, slowing
from £.7% recorded In Decom-
beer, s weakiness in crude oiland
matural gascapped gains incon-
seruction-linked segments

The index ol eight core indus-
tries stood at 1808 last month,
i 748 avearearlierand
mbier, provisiornal
data rebeased by the comme)
and industry ministry on Friday
showed, That indicates sequen-
thal Improvement despite a

Marnuifi i
chasingactivity, with |'|1pn:lm,\'lngri‘<-
Ing ata four-menth high, Supplier per-
formance  improved,
extending a two-year
streak of timely deliveries.

tourism and marketing 55?{"’-‘ P‘?‘-"?EFS tﬁﬂmuinul DATA showed a f!"r:d Improved vendor per-
- registered a faster rend, aggregatenew  increase in capacil - pipn %
l““.“""bi o— Increase in output ardersincreasedat  pressures across the :“ri']":'"l v I“’ i."h‘l_ﬁW"‘l_'.'
Cinod prodace 11y cl than the fastest pace pmatE sectorin auild stocks of raw materi
alled astronger risein - manufacturers since last Navember  Incka als and semi-finished
otal sales than services goods. Hellecting the

firms, one that was the
guickest in four month
saw growth retredt toa

"The manufacturing

US Supreme Court strikes
down Trump’s global tariffs

FROM PAGE 16

military operations overseas,
Trumyrdeseribed the tariffs
asvital for US economic sec
rity. predictingthat the country
would be defensol anil
ruined without them, Trnmpin
November told reporters that
withuout his tariffs “the rest of
the world would laugh at us
because they've used tarilfs
against us for years amd took
advantage of us" Trump sad
the US was abused by other
conmtries including China, the
second-langest economy,
After the court heard argu-
mentsin the case in November,
1 rumpsaid he wiibd consider

o tariffs, teling reporters
that “we'll have to develop a
“game two' plan,

Treastiry
Desssent arcl other
tion officials said the United
Stateswould invoke other legal
Justifeatbonstoretain as many
of Trump's tanffs as possibie,
Amongothers, theseincludea
statutery provision that per-
mits tariffs on imported goods
that threaten LS national secu-
rity and anather that allows
tions incloding

concernsof mverf
For un extended pe mrm of
thicstary, go folivemintoom.

@ MINT SHORTS

Merchandise trade indices

trading parmers
Ih.1| theOfficeofthe U Trade
Hepresentative  determines

s thee fatter
-mamth lew.
Industry
strengthened in February, supported
by robust growth in outpat and new
domesticorders, That said, growih of
new export ordersslowed, Conversely,

wrmis rose [or the third straight month
and at the quickest pace since July
2025, though therate of accumulation
remained slight, S&P Global said.
With backlogs rising broadly,
employment increased across man-
facturing and scrvices. Hiring

strengthin goods produe
ticay, the HSBC Flash Indlia Mam
turing PMI climbed to a four-month
high of 37,5 in February from 53.0 in
Jamary. The reading wis comfortalbily
abhewe fis long- mn averyge of 54.2
Faran extended version of this stevy,
gotolivemint.com.

FROM PAGE 16

sofles I rate,

Theeight core sectors—eoal,
crude oil, natural gas, refinery
products, fertilizers, steel,
cement  and electricity
together account for 40.27% of
the Index of Industrial Produc-
ticen (P, underscoring their
direct influence on overall
inclustrial growth,

In April-January FY265, core
'at_l.l1|r"h:n\1h-(m|t!al )
rlier, reflecting.
divergence between infrastrue
ture-driven sectors and energy
extraction segments,

Fewan evtended versionaf this
atory, go fo livemint com

base year updated to FY23

New Debhi: The mini

it ens

India grants interim extension
to Russian marineinsurers

Ind

v of commerce and industry has
overhauled its merchandise

emporarily extended permission for four Ky

e indices, shifting the
base year to FY 20022-23 from
FY20ER 15, The move aims Lo
revampthe ircking of price
andvolume trends, providing
amore accurate snapshot of
wany deiven by high-
ufacturing and
engineering,

DHIRENDRA KUMAR

have used unfair trade prac-
ticesagainst Americanexport-
ors.

None of these aliernatives
offered the flexibility and
Blunt-foree dynamies tha
*A provided Trumg
ity ok be able o repli
full scope of his tariffs
timely Fashion,

Indiainterim deal

Trump had Imposed 2
reciprocal taritt on India, an
and additional 25% as penalty
For buying Russian crucle, But
India and the US agreed to the
framewnrk of an interim deal
earlier this month.
ﬁtr||1p| ol the wddi
3% pumitive tariff

rers b cover tankers ealling at its ports, asthe gov

ernment seeks o sustain crude imports while also man-
aging US pressure e end shipments from Moscow,
stopgap move ksts for one month, enabling Soglasic
Insursnee Company Ltel,, Ugoria Group of Insurance
Companies, Sherhank Insuranceand ASTH Insurance
LLC, to provide cover beyond 20 Febrary, when their
livences had been due toepine,

prate general of shipping s website,

National highway toll plazas
may go cashless from 1 April

New I.Itllll J[lgh\m\sau[hurl[\ NHAL Jaum:snlt.nm:

After the court hiard argurients in the case in Mevermbe, Trurmp
said hewould consider alternatives if it rubed against him an tariffs.

cording to the direct-

imposed on India and agreed to
reduce the reciprocal taniffon
Trwlian goods from 25% 10 18%,

Before the US Supreme
Cownt’s decision, commerce
minister Plyush Goyal sadd en

riclay the interim deal s likely
b sigred in Marchand oper-
ationalized in April,

Tnlea's Free-trade agreement
(FTA} with the UR, signed in
July 2023, and the pact with
Omitn, signed in December
2025, are also expécted to
L-umo into foree in April, he
heagreementwith New
!v'll'mtl i likely to be imple-
mented in September, he said.

Dibirendra Kumar contrit-
webend fov the story

BLOOMBERG

highway tll plazas i

i

s itiomal interventi

FPlyush Gupla wenl on to
launch Kenra Capital, while
Shaikesh Lakhani and former
mdmglm{ director ]['\r\lulr

Abheek Anand and Anan-
damoy Rovehowdbary are
among the other seaior lead
erswho have depaned.

Addressing the leadership
exits, Singh said, “We have
seven managing directors at
the firm and then, we have a
young team and we have mul-
tiphe principals who we think
are future MD candidates, who
have already been leading
investments for awhileacross
all busigsess lines,” hesaid“We
canalsosee the future pipeline
of leaders in the firm and we
may make one or two hives,
but we're not fi any
urgency. We are not feeling
like chefensively we need to, for
apties reasons we need to i
sormeone”

firmm does not
significant new
appointmentsunless an cseep-
tional candidate emerges,
Currently, Peak XV hasover
halfof its S685m;
fund from its existing funds
left b ivest, “Appro
halfthe growth fund

Ay
ill efl

Seven new interventions
to push MSME exports

The Centreon Friday launched seven
4

1 April, reqy

tevse only digital modes such
a5 FASTag ar UPor toll p
The proposed me:
ureis aimed at strengtl
the efficiency & refiab
ational Highway fee plaza
operations, it said.

tin Mission (EFM.

The new fundraise takes Paak
XV dry powder to well cver
316 billion to invest ghobally.

Ioinuvq. Singh said.
ew fundraise takes
dry powder towell
over $L6-1.7 billion to be
|n\r-tr'd in India, APAC

happen: al Pl XV
same was e ot Sequod Tnd
== we will have a very small
numk riew lmited partners
(LPs) we might bring in. Typ-
cally, it tends to be justa h'\nfl
ful, We didn't go very wide
because wedidn't iy tounlock
oo ey new capital pooks.”
As of this year, Peak XV
manages over $10 billion in
assels under management
with over 450 companies

(BFSDH companies out
bothbrander India Ineand the
non-BEFScobort, BESIsreve-
e gereawi o Lo s G-
er high of W% vear-on-year,
the analysisshowed.

Banks' Improving credit
growth, stable net interest mar-
gins and modest credit costs,
boosting the broader sector's
Mrnlngs. nnts-tan:ling hank

¥,

BF5Is revenue growth rase 1o a
sivequarter high of 14.5% y-o-y.

drivenbva moderate improve
ment in discretionary con-
sumption and decent invest-
ment mamesian, atheit partly
abided by a weak base, noted
Kotak Institutional Equities.
Acruss mairket caplitaliza-
tions, small- and mid-sized
(Smid} firms delivered a com-
bined net profic growth of
nearly 26

o, abonit twiace the 13%

mII\ noted otk [mlmltmu.ll

inlarge oo s,
The Mint analysis clssified

Liquitics, compLnie
Autoloansand  Banksreported  revenueless

boansagainst jow imprmr'ng credit L0000 crore as
ellery drove retail growth, stable smull, between
portfolie growth, netinterest L0000 crore and
while engineer- margins and Hs B0 croreas
ing: gems 4 el mid, aml aboyve
jewellery, and modest credit T10,000 crore as
power supported costs large.

industrial bor- M Financial
rowings, Public Institutional

sector lenks posted stronger
tepine aned bottomline growth,
said Nuvama,

The men-BFSEcohort laggred
financial companies but still
delivered anencourging per-
foarmanee. Volume: growth o
non- L ompanics reached
an ll-quarter high of 8% vear-
on-year, helphg offset anequal
rise in costs, which climbed at
the fastess pace in three years,

The recovery involumes was

Peak XV reloads with $1.3 bn
war chest after IPO windfalls

aernss financial services and
fintech, software and AL and
consuimer ntemet, spaniing
early to growth-stage inv
ments, The firm has

ners and Tiger Global led a
8270 fom primary invest-
ment in Meeshoatavalusation
ulabout 53,89 hillion. The firm
also co-led a $200 million
Series Bround for Sarvam Alfat
over $1.2 billion valuation.
Hecently, the firm hashecome
bullish en the Al landscape
andcurrently holdsover B0AT
investmenisi

Similarly,
founded by former Edelweiss
executive Nitin Jain, rised a
S0 million tranche led by
Peak XV Partners and MUFG
Bank in early 2025,

[thas heena strongexityear

for Peak XV as it clocked wind-
il gains from recent portfolic
TPOs, "We've had 35 1POsaned

wirlyie had more than may be 10
i the last two vearsand 22 in
the last five. I'd say, luckily,
Tndia’s capital markets have
Just been great,” Singh said.
Far an extetided versdon of
thisstory, gofo livensint.com

Embraer, Hindalco tieup for
aero—grade aluminium

bai: Embracr

A has
il a second memoran-

its Export Promo-
harpening itsfocus on boost-
Ing micro, soall and medium enterprise (MSMED
exportsthraugh interest subvention, credit gu:

anteesand logistics supportatatime when India
is seeking deeper market access under multiple

rlumoi understanding (Mol
with Hindalco Industries asit
sevks to identify loeal part -
ners and suppliers, On 2
January, Embraer and Adani
Defence & Aerospace had
signed an Mol! to manulacture regional transport aie-
craft in India. DIPALIBANKA

Livspace lays off 1,000
employees, co-founder exits
Bengalu fome interior and renovation platform
Livspace has bid off about LOOO employees, 25% ofits
H000-strong workloree, according to people aware of
the development. Separately snder Saurabh Jain

hasalready exited the company, the people cited abaove.
saiel, SALMANS.H.

tins, com
for mid-caps

CXpe Lanto, ol
and mining, telecom, banks
and non-hank lenders to do
much ofthe beay lifting in the
last beg ol FY26.

Far an extended vevsion of
this siory, go i liveminc.oom

Props edge
out retail in
cash market
for first time
in 2 decades

FROM PAGE TS

December 20025, indicating
stronger underlying intensity
ol ity Averagedaily tum
over (ADT) increased to 1.2
trillion, alsoa lE-moenth high,
growing 27% m-om and 24%
Yoy, per NSE data,

+ the rise in turn-
with

nmore by
higherwalue trades than by a
broad-hased increase in
smwaller participants, reinfore-
Iz continued concentraton
among kirger traders,” noted
the exchange in s research
puluht,atlun Matrfet Puls
| fiy 50 gyrated
between a record high of
26 2 on 5 January and a
low of 24,932.55 on 27 Janu-
ary. This was more than the
2. 4% swing between high and
pen in December 2023
The greater the volatilit
the higher the trading intere:

and the greater the tumover,”
VP

Ce L
an eardier interaction with
Mint,
Aninterim deal was indecd
announced on 2 February
\\Imlu[ho pumtj\u Llrlﬂuf

“ll tarift wiss cut to 18% from

earlier. The revised levy is
to come into force
-.hrsnl\' evenas the final con-

toursef the deal are likely to be
reached in March,

xu,u,ul ermal.m, dmm
oflarger, higher-value partici-
prants in he cash murkat.
The Reserve Bank of India
las tightened funding to prop
traders to ring-fence deposi-
tors from any unforeseen
blowout in the market. The
regulatar directed banks to
ensure that such funding is
Fully backed by« ral.
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UPL to list crop protection
arm in global growth push

varan soodg@livering com

BENGALURL
PLLteh plans to spin off
U and list s crop protec-
tion business as an
independent entity, as part of
astrategy tocreate the world's
second-largest agrochemical
Tirn. The Mumbai-based com-
pany anneunced on Friday a
three-step restructuring plan
toconsolidate its domesticand
international pesticide units
inta a single glohal entity.
This restructuring was initi-
fﬂ_v\ e the largest
il
brought pmfm equity giants
into three of its businesses,
Unnder the three-step pro-
wess, UPL Lid will first merge
Its India crop protection sub-
sidiary, UPL Sustainable Agri
Solutions, with its parent. This
will be followed by the domes-
tie crop protection business
being demerged and trans-
ferred into a new entity, UPL
Gilohal Sustainable Agri Solu-
tioms Ladl,
Firally, UPL Lel will mornze

8]
domestic angd mternahonal pesticice units,

independent entity will be

international crop protection
businesses under UPL Global,
weire creitinga future-ready
platform with the focus, agilin

and innoviation needed to e
inarapidly evolving markes,”
said Jai Shroff, chairman and
Group CEC of UPL Led. " This
miwvesharpens strategic focus,
aligns stakeholder interests
and positions both UPL Ltd
and UPL Global for disci-

plined, value-ac

protection basi- The new entity eretive gmwthin
ness,  houwsed  would rank as the  the yearsahead.”
under UPLCorp. world's second- As part of this
Into this. new i demerger, every
entity, UPL pﬁ:ﬁgfgp UPL Lid share-
Global Sustaina- rotection fi holder gets |
ble Agri Solu- P 7 MM, hare of UPL
tions. claims UPL Global, UPLLd's

The husinesses promoters, the
under UPL Shrofl  Family,

L :urmgm combine

under UPL Sustainable
Solutions and counts T
Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority, and Brookfield as
investors. International Crop
Protection or UPL Corp.
counts TG and Abu 1)
Invesitment  Authority as
investars, while the seeds
husiness under Advanta
Enterprises Ltd counts KER as
s investor.

UPL Ltd did thisexercise to
trim its debt, which mnlh‘d
55,8 billion at the end of Sep-
tember 2022 UPL Lid's de hl
stond at §2 6 hillion af the end
of December,

UPL Li'sq Helateed rev-

NEWS
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Snacc shutdown exposes
brutal ultra-fast food math

Swiggy has shut down its 10-min food delivery app Snacce, citing scaling and cost challenges

oy a nielivernant com
BENGALURL

wiggy's decision toshut down its
S standadome W-mimmte food-deli

ery app Snace underscores th
steep financial hurdles of ultra-fast
t, a formal that remains
difficuli ta M_:!IL even with simplified
stives told
Mint that the move highlights the per-
sistent strugghe to build a viable busi-
ness model in aspace where muil.lplt

operations. Industry e

racing tofind

sity and keeping o
decidethe winners,”

Intelligence.

Rolled out in January 2025, Snace
wastlesigned to simplify the 10-minute
delivery model by Bmitingoperational
eomplexity. While it sourced supplies
from third-party hotels, rw.l:mr.,lnls

.lmlmmingvmdomm

“Speed alone dors not make food
delivery work, Creating demand den-
sin control will
id Sitish Meena,
analystat market research firm Datum

cniue botalled £12,268 crore in
October-December,  UPL
Caorp, wirs the lirgest subsidi-
ary, with revenue of 18163
crare, followed by Superform
Chemistries Lid, with 12,668
crove, Advanta's revenue

hen infrastructun:

their ng and packing.
“While the product-mirket fit was

A with beverags

il [:
pmuderk 1o deliver easy-to-prepare
items such as tea and coffee from dark
lein Benga-

stores. Si
b

TUACT WiLS

Gurngramand Noid
Through  partnerships

with sefeet birands such as

hine iz, the broader cconomics
hallenging to seale. Wewant
toeeoneentrite all ourenergios on inno-
vation that will drive stronger long-
torm potential,” Food-tech plat-

fosrm, which also operatesa
{pkk-mmwcmrm takd

momiths will reveal whether Bistro and
other rival offerings such as Aceel-
Backed Swish and Zepto Cafe can seale
sustainably, "Hitting product-market
fit is one thing. but scaling it
burming cash is where most instant
fond models will be tested,”
Datum’s Meena noted.
Swiggy didn’t respond

Swigay 's Snacc platform wsed a simplified model with curated menus and limited SKUs for faster disparch.

thout

MY

are l\p!l.d]]j higfer as platforms pro-

e supplies dircctly from
ou're essentially trving o
supply chainanda kitchen

network at the same tme, but with
slightly higher margins,” Meena said.

Muoreover, the model relies
.:|tmirm-mﬂr[-mr-i,l_\'pimliy
largee business parkswhers

Gilobal Sustainable Agri Solu- | willown 7135 in UPL Global | wtalled 3157 4crore, and Sus- Blue Takai Coffee Roast 209/ son Thursday. | to Mint s queries, 1 6 69/ laily demand tends to be
tions reported revenue of | and have agreed to an | tainable Agri Solutions did  ersand The Whale Truth o The higgest challenge o high smmkes sealing
0,721 crore in October-De- | 18-month lock-in on their | 3558 crore in revenue, Last  Foods, Snace offered a Swiggy's food Fowr iO-minute food del Rival Eternal's food | tricky as demand pat-
cember, accountingforabout | shares post-listing. month, Advanta E i © i ithali defvery GOV vry 1s balancing speed delivery MOV terns vary significantly,
S0% of parent UPL Lid's total In 20022 UPLLtdearved oat | which houses the seedsbusi- — ited number of SKUs o growthinQ3 with sustainable uullc\lr growth, rom B8%  said an a cdoud kichen

revenue of 112260 crore UPL
Lud, in a statement to the
exchanges, claimed thar UPL
Global would be the world's
second-largest listed pure-
ay erop protection firm. Syn-
genta Crop Protection, the
Swiss glant, with S15 billion in
revene, is the kirgest,
Taput it simply:UPL'snew

four businessesassubsidiaries:
domestic crop pridection,
Internaticnal crop protection,

1110|t‘-ti'd mmp-ln

el a Dl Hed Herring
ectus as il looks o go
public. UPL Lid sharescnded
theday nearly 2% downon Fri-
day, giving the company a
market :.!p of V3,355 crore,

enable faster preparation
anddispatch.

However, handling procure-
ment and Tullillment end nu\d

uniderscoring the models constraints

hemical busi-
ne: ‘\upl-rlr:nn Chemistiries
Limited, while ts Indian crop
progection businessis housed

ded (4%
higherat 82,8107 points, The
transiction was .'II\I'HHlﬂl‘.f‘(!
after market howrs:

pared with a marketplace-led
approach, where the plaiform acty
purelyasan intermediary connecting
users with businesses that mamage

o | seeing card

the firm said in its December-
quatrter lettertosharcholders, "We ane
{gms of product-nerket-

miats reguire platforms to own
hemnd planmibog and Iventory within
dghl{lLII\m \ mdmsca Thiserives up

fit, reflected in healthy
outhet and early
1o profitabi
financial officer Aksh

Inchstry execurivessaid the coming

StoTes, ("{|IJI|JnIl'J'll and staffing, all

indark

while fic

India’'s Al showcase draws to a close, declaration to come today

FROM PAGE 16 found o be a commercially
Bowght uni
Ies share of shes, The | developed Summit presc nted i@ stro
first daysaw n lick of organiz- On his opponni
tiomal directives, fllowed by | acknowledged the incidents,
thatat “we took immedi-
least two full davs out of five: | pteaction toensure that India’s

were marred at the EXPH A5 3
result ofsecurity restrictions.

Whiles the ministry of elec-
tronics and IT (Meity), the
nodal ministry bel
ulgmis.ﬂlou of[ht

Tor us tosee asvendor pariness.”
Startups, too, felt that the

ngadurai, chiel executive uf
Chennai-hased tech services

legitimate Al startups are not
affected”.

Industry  stakeholders

515 the first event of this
scalbednthe Global South, and it s

Lo remmakn open 1
thisdidn't do milchrr.mlmap
exhibitors, whohad mede prior
Thated and flight boolings.

The bigger controversy was
around Greater Noida's Galgo-
tigs Univers

xi Iy important for us to
Tuve Do hiere,” said Ana Paula
Assls, IBM's chairperson for
Asin-Pacific, Middbe-East and
Africa. "We've sucoeeded in
myeeting many valuable clients,
andlanevent of thisseale isem-

Thangadural, \\ho \\as m
el

00,000 visitors participaied
m Tht‘ event, \ mhmn -.'nrl

ma)m'

Endia’s role in the futureof AL”

Consultants also found the
Summita“productive ground”
to meet the right AT talent at
one place,

Hari Bakgji. partner for tech-
nobogy consulting at EY India,
said the firm's boothsaw strong.
footfall from industry profies-

beengreat forus™.

It is this that analysts, oo,
Feel will be the key takeaway.
Anushree Verma, senior
divectoranalyst at Gartner, si
that “the focus of the Summit
was never going (o be on Al
models, or the declaration—it is
akey platform for small Tndian

saiel thee platform Consultants the w:]rl( and s
“wasia great place found the Al many startups
to meet t!xJuIJ_l[:i Summit a petting the oppor-
that align with ‘productive tunity o !ih[]\i'
what we are worl round” to meet case their work.
g on™. rﬁ la “Owverall, the
“You don't get e right Al talent cpuality of discus-
such a consoli- atone place sions woere phe-

dated  platform
often. where vou
get to see, hear and meet so
many people and have like-
minded conversations, As a

nomenal,”  he
added, "Thisis Al
of the himans, for [l\l. Immam
ancl by the b
over $250 hillion

which wos asked ua[rcsp« udlw tm sm.ﬂln-l con- qml]r«hlmumﬁumlrkh.wnh II! Al mﬁ'asmu.tum anil the
tileve theexpoon Wednesday v niche tech- 1if v isthat the
1 robuot was logiesthat could be invaluabl, ek smeaneshibitor,” | world showed confidence in

afer its

Oil spike caps rally

iy bhaleran@liverint com
MUMBA]

ended a turbulent week

with modest gains on Fri-
elay, but sharp swings driven
by global cues and a spike in
erude ol prives kept investors
:mlht & 1!;5_

I ndia’s benchmark indices

and BSE‘\(
settled  at
HZELET0 both
rising arcuned (L4% on Friday.
Forthe week, however, the
aains were muoted at roughly

mP

u
THE STREET

cliar sectoral rotation tather
than broad-based participa-
tiom, Power, capital goods and
banleing stocks led the gains,
BSE Power index rose 2,6%,
aicded by the optimismaround
infrastructure and rencwable
energy spenids, Capital goods
were up 2,1% on the back of
stromg arder visihility, Bank-
g stocks were Tem, with the
Bankex rdsing 2% toa lifetime

high af
LSE OF 53.76

9,153,786,
altled by stable
assel  guality
and steady credit growth,

Incontrast, export-oriented
and consumption-linked sec-

Oil overhang

global-facing stocks lag.

Rlslnq criscle fusls volatility; domestic sectors lead while

mmm

Aty

-0.4

Reaky

atiri ar thy ek 0ncied 30 Falirucry 2076

Sowrce: Blaonbeg

s, Iy VL
students, severalolwhomeame
with resUS md enquired
about

meetand network
with a wide range of large
ababal hrm.\

Fa: lla, founder

Ll EY.
.i\mll Zavery, president and
chiefopertingofficer of Servi-
ceNow, echoed TBM's Assis o
sy thiat “wee had many fantastic
conversations with partners
anel client-vendars, the: hi.rwf

af tech consultancy firm
RPAZATRescarch, concurred,
adding that desplte ls contro-
versies, "the Summit show-
cased confidence in India's Al
:ﬂ\%}'utvm anel the volume of

hicha
omm!ldam‘l place, From the
lens of having sech an exhikbi-
tiom for Al the Summit has

oorsumpton stocksare under
pressureduetoglobal demand
concensand mangin worries.

While Indlian equities fin-

panics on the ground is
‘mml’ﬂlﬂtd\‘pl&‘hwfvllp& this
wirs the main gathering to beait
forsmall Alupstarts”.

markets end week with modest gains

rise in oll prices, Brent crude
elimbed above 572 4 barrel, its
highess level since July 2025,
antd escalating geopolitical
‘i‘ﬂ‘.ll)i“hﬂ“"i"]l 18 and Irn.
Shares of India’s ail market-
ing companies sich as HPY
BPCLand 10, declined 2

tain avernge ovder values,
However, margins at procluct Jevel

eI 0 1L

vearearlier, driven by demand gains,
Foran extended version af this stery,
ot livemint com,

operiator Bengalur,

— seekinganonymity,
Swiggy's food delivery arm
pusml 0% year-on-vear GOV growth

(35, its Fastesst o Chree
fooddefivery business

India joins US-led
‘Pax Silica’ alliance

feebacki@livernint com

US-led strategic alliance
‘ ica” that aimstobaild
a resilient supply chain for

I ndia on Friday joined the

intelligence with both £
projectingitasan inltathve te
eut over-dependence o one
couniry, seen as an olligue
apparent referense to China,

USumnder secretary foreco-
nomic affairs Jacob Helberg,

mhassador Sergio Gor
saidl Tnclia brings strength 1o
the coalition. * Policies that will
reinforee US-Indistech conp
ertion will power Alinmova-
tion and adoption {or vears o
comie: We e share tnusted Al
technology with the world and
especially with partners like
India." he added. = India brings
strength. Peace doesn't come
from hoping adversaries will
play fair, We all know they
wan't. Peace comes through
strength, uniderstands

welcoming India this. Indiaumnder-
to the coalition,  The partnership  stands  strong
flagged challen-  aimstodeepen  borders”

ges arising out of US-India tech “India under
‘massively OVET epaneration and ﬂmldsth»;pi(rmr
concentrated ! t trusted the world, That
supply chains for Ali ti shulg.:lll&ml!,uw
eritical minerils nnov;

amd “threats of globally

COONOIMic coer-
vion and black-
i1°, Though Helberg didn't
e dcountry, itwis almost
clear that his remarks were
directed at China's export con-
trols on vire carth minerals
and related products. Chinais
controlling flow of rare earth
minerals that have wide range
ofapplications suchas inaero-

during the week, asi
factored ina possible margin
pressure.

“Indin's dependency on
erude isvery high. Asaresull,
mezmingful inerease in crude

in§ per barrel ished flat, key global markers
Ll rlnsud on i higher not
=T 5K 'Kh =
7% -
714 i
CAL #) 1 gained 2.7% and 2%,
w
respectively, Brazil, Germany
= and Indonesta posted gains
between (0% and L1%. Japan's
@ and Hong Kong's
Ii.mg Sm;, HLI‘f. rlu anly
n magorindic red,
Rl 00 30 Fab 2006 “Global performance was
it driven by local macrotriggers,
' \vhhrupll:lln g tactically
ac based onvalia-

ail will neg; ly impact
Indhia'scurrent account deficit,
inflation and fiseal deficit.
Geopolitical risk is rising.
which can keep crude oil pri-

space, , defence
and clean energy sectors,

.nmp]l.flx.s

Because here's
the truth, strength multiplices
when it'sconnected.”

India signed a pact to for-
mally join Pax Silica at a cere-
maony held at Almgpac
mit. 1t was attended by

rulm%t:'rmrt-lerrmmru:ndl'r
ahywi

moment as one transcending a
ceremonial signing,

emaﬂnlg w8, with your full nanme and adaess {13
feedbackFivemint.oom.

amorsin the paperby

hunupuhcy\nprumpn,wspmawanmlanu Reeaders.

Q.20 4% as fregquent intraday | tors lngmed. IT index fell L7%, | shares were 04% lower with | business head, INVasset PMS, lions and near- term catalysts, | ces ot elevated lev satiel abaut Mint
reversals capped the upside | makingit the worst performer | investorsbooking profitsafier | He said power, capital goods | Indian markets, (\mumguﬁ: Sumit Pokhama, vice presi- integrity may wri iy ¥
momentumand signalled con- | amid uncertainty over global | recent gains. “The market is | and banksare benefitingfrom | strong mul Iy dent, | research,
salidation mther than aclear | demand and muted goidance | rewarding earnings visibility | strong order inflows, bealthy | digesting gains amid se Rotak Securities. e

" ¢ " p & . 2 Code of Conduct that
directionalirend. from large FT'eompanies. Auto | and domestic capex e balance sheets and stable asset pmﬁlimnkm For an extended version of e A e b EGE

The week was delised by | stoclsdipped L3% whilerealty | sure,” said Harshal Dasani, | guality, while technology and Akeyoverhang harp | #his story, godo liveming.eom,
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‘India key toou r St rategy ‘India to be top growth market for IBM’

o 1 r-le(a@r\Emlrxccm
MUMEAL
udith Wiese, board member and
Dility offi-

dne{pﬂlph Jll(! 415
Si

allunt'd llun

workforce over the nest d
to dunmgr |]\h|t< And t}

the pandernic and spoke on how dati cen-
tres doguzle encegy, butthatchallenge
nesds po be dealt with responsibly.

Post-pandemic, the world faces a
different Kind of disruption, led
largely by AL What are the biggest
workplace shifts you're secing?

Some things stayed since covid, espe-

eially hybrid work. In India and China,
more empliyees prefer working from the
affice. In other regions, hybrid i com
men. What has imdamentally changed is
the speed of Aladopion, Genertive Alis
acompletely different ballgame,

Are there concerns -
() INTERVIEW

Ners--an

that Al could leave parts

meant tesave time formaintenenoe engi-
il Hut it also ehevated tech-
nicians. Junior stafl can solve problems
using Al that previously required escala-
tio, 1t builds confide
and pride. It's less about

handle 15% to G0% of base coding,
depending on role. The key question is
what youdowith productivity grins. Yon
wan pocket it or refnvest it in growthe At

e

But augment;

ofworkforce behind?
Companies need tostiy

Jobs  disappearing—and
more about tasks evolving,

shou d-\-s@rlvrmmt £om
NEW DELHI

Lokl tech giant IBM is
Foeusingom inereasing

As |1 i
son for Asia-Pacific, Middle-
East and Africa, said 18M views
India's enterprise and public-
SECIOF Lise 15 lange busi-
[ 5h|\1}'|mlrlll'|ilil 3

“Puhblic sector a big oppor-
tunity todeploy AL There'sno
denyving Al s transforma
technology, bul enterprises

anal

Ana Paula Assis, chairperson, APAC, Middle-East and Africa, 1BM

opporiunity,” Assissaid.

“We have a three-vear plan
o integrate and progress the
role of ALin software. W
already working on t
we've identified India as a

e Ineliss agronomy Ggricul-
ture economyl will democi-
tize the tech , and create mas-
sive opportunities for man

i Wednesday, Demis

sathis, founderand CEO, Deep
Mind—Googhe-owred Nobel-

Al models” for India's public
sector budiessuchas Anusan-
ol Rescarch Fund
(ANRF) and Atal Innovati
Mission (ATM),

1M was one of the workl's
carliest movers in confenpo-
rary Al that can understand,

business opportunity, |
On Tuesday, Vinod Khosla,
Founder, Khosks Ventures and

early-stage OpenAl investor,
said one ol India's investment
ithes b Al will come

are sofar not spending

sivelyon Al asthey are \ulllw.
ared watching the technakogy.
They're gssessing true retarms
of ivestmentswhich could be
urpclear forsome, but in public
sectorservices like healtheare,
education and governance,
there is a massive business

prrowth market and one of our
sl opportunitics
she added.

afs was the third key exec-
utive that Mins spoke with on
thesidelines of India ATImpact
Summit 2026 wha singled out
Indfia's public sector i a major

in pu])l:t sevtorapplications,
“I'm not sving this from a
private eguity investor's per-
spective—for the most part,
Investments will come with
philanthropiceffort, But there

project evalved into a com
mercial project in 20014, with
the conmpany investing
Lo bk then o d
Turther, Watson's commercial
research development was
pushed into the field of drug
discovery, but couldn't find
suceessatscale,

snodenying that implement- For an extended version of
ingAlin education, healthcare | #eis sfory, go to livemint.com,

Govt mulls new cyber law amid Al threats

|Iur| ran capabiliny s

competitive andso da people. Shelllife of Y o skl -hasced hird L aeriss div fatin ol com
skillsshrunk dramatically, Intech, itmay | How does that work? demographic realities.  NEWDELHI

be fiveyears, sometimesless, This means Wereceivearcund 4 mil- 3 . How do you view work-

learning st e conti Aldoesdis- | lion applicationsa yearfor | ITSINVESTIN  goreq mobility? namove that siiznals India's

rupt tasks, Butitdemocratizes knowledge,
With right systems, we can personalize
learningin seconds—suggesting adicent

people investin themselves, AL becomes
ancpportunity, nota threat.

Illm does Sicmens use AL

E: meludes wols that boost
Resenrch suggests ool like

led card

questions b

]dencln'

Mierosoft Copllot can save about 27 min-
utesperemplovec perweek, Wedon'Tuse
that to eliminate roles; we reinvest the
prosluctivity into growth, Inour fictories,
we deplovedan industrial copilot, It was

SO000 --l{l.(][}('ln]‘\t‘nin‘,:.‘».
Without tech, we couldn’t
manage it Instesd of focus-
ing om job titles, we break
roabes into skills In Indi
saftware development role,
we usecoding lests
Ve rou
The system asks follow-up
ed on replies,
W worry about Albias, bat
hased approaches reduce blas,
What roles will fadeoutdue to AE?
It's rarely an entire role—It's specific
tashs, Take software development: ATcan

people and the
peocple invest in
thermselves, Al is
an opportunity,

Germany will lose 15-20%
ofworkforce inadecade due
todemographics...big dem-
ographics will hit German
firms, including us. 1t meins

Tow

not a threat Germany isvery interes
il Al Judith Wiese i bringing b skilled laboar.
ils. Bard mamber W have two optiots—hir-
Slemens AG inggfrom countries like India

and we could take them ¢

where in the world where

we'te under demographic pressure or

shift worl and get it done here

Far an exteneled version gl this story, gofo
livemint.com,

I shift from reactive cyberse-
curity to proactive cyber
defence, the Centre on Friday
1it isconsidering new legal
mewnrk for cybersecurity
s

i
amid increasingoyvberthr
using fieial intelligenc

“With Al becoming i noem,
the nature of eyber threats is
woing o change,.. We have to
createanew legal framework
forcyberseeurity withall these
chall u;vsl!u[\\ arefacing
tixd Tnion T minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw told reporters

at the laneh of ALand Cyber
Threat Rescarch Centerat the
Indtia Al summitin New Delhi.
el

Telecom firm Bharti ;
i US-hased cloud sect

of modern securty frame- | CSRwedoat our (Alre]) side
works, withaspecificfocuson | intermsofinvestments that l'.
Al-drivendefences, Theother | required in Infrastructur
focus will betostrengthen the | said Bharti Enterprises chair-
evhersecurity talent pipeline, | man Sunil Bhart Mictal,

major Zscaler has Vaishnaw did Airtel's contribution to the
setuparesearch  Ajrtel and Zscaler  not share details, | initiarive will be granting the
e e havesetupan Al buttold IT firms | research centre aocess toavast
national cyber o cyber threat and telcostoseri | pan-India network infrastree

eNCE, M0 pacadech contre ouslyweightnew | ture and connected nodes. It

il ; Il' tostr T ways to counter n'illlle‘allﬁm:wrilmlc tl!:l u::

st bt e 2 = respond to incoming threa

eritical to Im natlm:'?l cyber b saidd, ative,
SConon i resilience Lsealer will deploy

national security.
The Aland cyber-

security contre will also part-
nerwithstate agencies o nei-
tralize and prevent cyber-at-
ks, It will drive the adoption

fzed threat research teamwith
at focus on India, while Adrtel
will contribrute deepvisi
into o and mobile
For an extended o

| il story, govfo livemint. com,

will join. \\Lh.ux
received Interest from other

enterprises in the country, It
will be more of giving back in
the area of philanthropy or
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US Supreme Court strikes
own Trump trade tariffs

Court’s 6-3 ruling upholds that president’s use of 1977 law exceeded his authority

femdbackigiivemint com
WASHINGTON

he US Supreme Court

struck down on Friday

President  Donald

“Trumyrssweeping tariffs

that he pursued undera

Lo evvesant foor vese in mantivnal eroer-

gencies, rejecting one of his most

contentinus assertions of his

authority e a ruling with major

Implications for the global ceon-
any,

The justices, In @ 6G-3 ruling

authored by conservitive Chief

Justice John Roberts, upheld a
lower court's decision that the
Republican president’s use of this
1977 law exceeded his authority,

Hoberts, citinga prior Supreme
Coort ruling, wrote that “the presi-
dlent must “point to clear congres-
sional authorzation’ v justify his
extraordinary assertion of the
power to impose tanifls,” adding
“Huecannol.”

Trump has leveraged uiriffs -
faxes on imwncdgmxla asitkey
economic and forekzn policy tool.
They have been central toa global
tradewarthat Trumpinitiated after
hehegan hissecond fenmas presi-
dent, one that hasalienated trading
parmers, affected finsmcial markets
and consed global economicuncer-
Lainty.

BFSI stands out

Sectorally, BFSI companies cutpaced both broader India Inc

and the non-BFSI cohort.
Viear-on-ymar change (%) n 03 FV26

BLODWBERS

MAJORSETBAC

GAME TWO PLANT

THE 5C was hearing : THE cazes an tarifts . TRUMP had said he

acaseby businesses | beforethe justices ¢ wald find game two
affected by the tariffs © involved 3lawsults  * plan’ If ruled against

The Supreme Court reached fs |

conclusion ina fegal challenge by
businesses affected by the tarifTs
and 12 US states, most of them
Democratic-governed,  agrinst
Trumpsunprecedented use of this
law to unilaterally impose the
i faes,

i forecast (o

Wharton Budget Model econo-
mists cstimated on Friday that the
amountoollected in Tromp's taniffs
hased an the International Emer-
gency Eeonomic Powers Act stood
atmorethan SIT5billion, And that
amount likely would neced to be
refunded with a
ruling agninst the £
il

The USConstitution grants Con-
gress, not the preside nt, Iht
authority o ksu

Unanimity on rate,
dissent on stance; -
RBI MPC minutes

subhana shadchd@ivarnint
MUMEBA|

trong growth and low

inflation convineed the

Reserve Bank of India's
(RETs} rate-setting panel to
stay on pause in February,
aceording to minutes of the
panel's 4-6 February meeting
released Friday.

snorny and itsotilook -
growth and benign
1feel the current

Pt Tromp bnstead tormed toa stat-
utary ssthority by invoking IREPA
lmm’jxa‘llmlanmmnmr{\ Ve
U8 trading partner without the
approval of Congress. Tramy his
imposed some additional tarifls
under ather kws thi \l are not at
i Bas

podiey rare s appropedate,” RBL
governorSanjay Malkotra said
in his statement in the min-
utes, adding that several
recent developments on the
external front have provided
o for greater optimism,
Allsi 15 of the men-

ment data from ()Lluhf r 1o mid-
Diecember. those represent about
third of the revenue from Trump-
irnposed tari s

LEEPA lets a president regulate
nerce in a national cmer-
gency. Trump became the first
president to use IEEPA to impose
T i, cneofthe mary ways he bas

P' tariffs
generateoverthe nexe decade tril-
lions of doflars in revenue foﬂht
Ulnited States. which

12 Ty prshed the bounda-
riesof executive authority sinee e
returned tooffice inareasas varied
as hiscrac

warkd’ ‘\l.’ll'"rhlﬁﬂnlﬂ}.
Trump's administration hasnat
provided tariffs collection data

| singe December 14, But Penn-

the firingof ferderl ageney officials.
domesticmilitary deploymentsand

TURN TO PAGE 13

Props edge out retail in cash
mkt for first time in 2 decades

Investor momentum
Share of dient participation in MSE cash market segment {%)
W1 2005 WDec 2005

 Jan 2026

etary policy commirtes (MPC)
backed holding the policy
reparate at 5,25%, the minutes
showed. The decision follows
cumulative mte cots of 123
basis paints since February
20525, with members saying
transtnission of the December
reduction s still undervay.
“The efficacy of mone
palicy  transmission  akso
dependscritical ly on the per-
sistence and consistency ofthe
policy signal,” MPC member
Indranil Bhattacharyya said,
Hewever, there was one dis-
senting voice when it came o

MEW DELHI

com the present state of

MPC members backed holding
the policy repo rate at 5.25%.

the central bank'sstance. Five
members voted to retain the

Factory rebound ifts India’s biz
activity to 3-month high
India’s combined manufacturing and
services autputexpanded at the fastest
pacein three monthsin February, S&P
Global said on Friday, citing the latest
reading of its HSBC FAlash india PMI

composite autputindex. *P13

UPL tolist crop protection arm
in global growth push

UPL Ltd planstospinoff and list its crop
protection business asan independent
entity, as part of astrategy tocreate the
warkl's second-fargest agrochemical firm,
The company announced on Friday athree-
*P14

turing plan.

Singh retained
his view that the stance be
changed from neutral 1o
accommiodative,

He argued that, given the
stable inflation and fiscal out-
looks, an accommodative
stance woukd facilitite trans-
mission of the rate culs so far

India joins US-led critical
mineral alliance Pax Silica

Incliaon Friday joined the US-led strategic
alliance Pax Silica that aims tabuild a
resilient supply chain for critical minerals
and artificial inteligence with both sides
projecting it as aninitiative to cut over-

*Pl4

am miarket rates.

Singh sald that in view of the
reducedvolatilio underlying
heaidline CPLand [hc‘ dor-
ey of the CF e
imggold and silv
the end of the cur
eycle. He adkded that the con-
vergence of internal price sta-

TURN TO PAGE 13

0N one Country.

Oil spike caps rally as markets
end week with modest gains
Incka’ indicesendad

week with modest gainson Friday, but shamp
M@drmnbygchal(ucsandasplheln

mEletySDe:ﬂeddedayatM?l}Sand
BSE Sensexsettled at B 81470, =Pl

India’s Al gala sidesteps
noise to chart roadmap

shouvik dasglivemin com

= Revenae
™ Toral expenses
= bt profit |
o e S
1 108 HLMBAI
10 - .
| raprietany tradersdprogl,
P or brokers (ransacting
torthemselves, huve sur-
passed the market share of
it sl el individual or direet retail
Hore: BFS!inchutes. il s mint investors on the National
Eeche AR T Stock Exchange's (NSE) equi-
ties cash it for the first

Demand engine
reboots, margin
boost fadesin Q3

abhmaba saha@livemint.com
MUMBAI

earnings reflected a festive

biesost that was strong but
sebective. Italso hinted that the
ensy phase of margin-ked profi
growth may heover,

Mint vamalysis of 3905 com-
panies shawed headline reves
3 ar in
QAFY26, the fastest pace in
seven quarters, Net profic
il Bosvever, was theeshow-
estin five quartersat 1%, wid-
eningthe gapbetween topline
andbottomline sxpansion,

The divergence came
despitevelume growth hitting
a six-guarter high, aided by
ﬂltJd(‘s‘ non-con  incimne
growth, Consumers responded

I el Ine’s Deecember-quarter

researchal Religare Broking,
Adurable cammgsupm c]L
redquibres widersec

time in over two decades,
Propshare ofcashsegment
turnover surged { S in
January, up 340 basis points
hps) manth-on-month from
A004% in December and 560
bps higher than January
2025 30.7%. according Lo
exchange dati A basis point s
one-hundredth of a percent-
g proint.
Forthe firsttimein22 years,
fet share was higher

paticn,a revival inprivate L:lpi
el expenditure, and simultane-
ousrecovery in both rural and
urban demand, Mishra said,
But corporate margins have
likely peaked for this eyele,
with the post-covid henefitsof
bwer input costs and pricing
power now receding, be added,

According to Nuvama Insti-
nitional Equities, Q5 profit
acceleration was driven mone
by accounting and non-come
factors than by underlying
operating strength, This
helped cushion the mpact of
labour code adjustments that
pushed up emploves costs in
the December quarter.

Indin Ine's staff expenses
T, “\\"I{ DN VEar, 4 seven-

IOMI,M]BTK[‘.:III“\(T\'K oSty | o l|1r|rh|gh_ [hﬁmr;]nnnil
poly Lonfier by 1
i:u)rm:!.'u reductions, unlock- | growth inalmost three s

ing di onary spending,
particulardy inautomobilesand
consumes durables.

Elevated precious metal pri-
ces, combined with wedding
anvd festive demand, supported
Jewellery companies’ toplines.

However, these eyelicaland
exogenous factors can “fade
anl potential ly createa tempo-
rary demand vacuam” said Ajit
Mishra, seniorvice president of

While experts said LllE‘
Impact ofthe new labour code
should wane by the end of
FY24, they warned that any
broad-based margin expansion
nw appears unkikely,

“Cly sebect pockets, such as
FMOG (fast-moving consumer
goorls), may benefit from softer
rw raterial prices,” sid Pan-

TURN TO PAGE13

U]dll the 32.5% share of indi-
widual or recail investors st
month, the NSE data showed,

Praprietary traders
cmerged as the dominant
egory, surpassing individual

an

Corporates | Dils

Dl Doovpmsstic irstitutionol ivesiors
Souree NSE

investors' share for the firse

time sin. 1, contributing
57% of the incremental turn-
T e ay indivicdual

cestors, noted NSE.

“Tradersiove volatilit
thit was elevated in Ja
on market antleipation of a
trade deal being struck
between the US and In
saftl SK Joshi, consultant,
Khambatta Securities,
explaining why the prop val-

Fategn
Iiveatirs.

Indivichias Fropratary  Gthars
Triacess

mint
GOPASLIMAR WARSSTR/MINT

i
‘s equily cash segment
luim]\llrlnudml.llh month
high ol 2502 trillion in Janu-
ary. O a month-on-month
basks, it was up 15%, and ona
year-on-year basis, It rose 8%,

Monthly turnover in the
equity cash market segment
rose to 1259 trillion despite
fewer trading days than

urme

TURN TO PAGE 13

I pence (Al showease con
eluded on Fridayaftera week
afivestment announeements
annl, dlespite organisational ic-
cupe wirswidely seen by indus-
try participants as a valuable
platform fornetworking, part-
nershipsand talent discovery,

The unveiling of a potential
New Delhi declaration was
extended by aday, with Union
IT mindster Ashwini Vaishnaw
saying st a concluding medin
briefing that “over 70 coun-
tries”  have
already signed
the declaration.

“By the time
the Summit offi-
elally wrips up
on Saturday,
we're lkely 1o see close to 80
countries signing. All mlth.a
have already slgned i—there’s
nesignthuts ANy T oy
has ot signed it,” hesaid.

maimt

* Allmpact
Summit

Anearly copy of thedeckira-
rian that Mirt saw mentioned
ke points of consensus includ -
ingcharter fordemocratic dif
fusinn of Al global Al impact
Con ons,
trusted Al com-
mons, intermi
tional networkof
Al for sclence
institutions. and
viluntary guid-
ing principles on resilient,
innovative and efficient artifi-
clal ntelligence,

“The five-day India Al Tmpact
Summit 2026 brought to a

The Al Summit saw networ king, partnerships and talent discovery.

chseaweekinwhichtwoofthe
country’s lirgest conglomer-
ates, Heliance and Adani
groups, annoonced a cammla-
tive $210 hillion in data centre
LS.
s wais bolsterd
tign of venture
announcing a$! hillion \[.slan—
s Fured, three Centre-funded
startups launching their Al
mrodeds, and a spate of world
leaders making their presenee
Fielt in New Thelhi.

To be sure, the Summit had

TURNTO PAGE 14

Peak XV reloads with $1.3 bn war chest after IPO windfalls

MUMBAI

cading venture capital
firm Peak XV, an early

backer of public compa-
f as Zomato, Groww
mrt\{nﬁhn.llnsruwﬂﬂl
liom in fresh capital commit-
ments to depboy across Lndia,
Ilwlm.mrh 1A Pacilic region

seapital will beallocated
across its India Seed, India
Venture and APAC funds, the
firm's top executive said,
murking the close of a fun-
dralsing process that began
nearly a yearagn.,

“In prior cycles, we've

dher; so, we did not vet raise
growth fund.” said Shatlendra
Singh, managing director at
Peak XV Partners,

Singh added 1
sizes are quite

1mil
Bast cvele, with the India Seed
anil Venture growing slightly,
while the APAC strategy

keep ll]cir H.IILLill. funde-
roughly to the same triple-
digit millicn, and not go into
the billions for their venture
strategy.” he said. Raising a
bigger fund would mean tak-
II'QU!II mare rigk since such

I gics
at Peak XV, But inthe growih
funeed, we have lots ofdry pow-

miny
on a few hig winners, Singh
said,

llmm".-mr VO puast & Hu!lmn.

Tumnels are quite similar ta the last cycle.

Shaikendra Singh, managing director at Peak XV Partners, said the

the largest of ©

since early 2025, [—'nher

Nexus Venture Partners
closed a $700 million fund,
AB Partners radsed 3665 mil-
lion, and Accel India secured
5650 million, all at final close.
Tessemer raised 5350 million
for its India-focused fond,
whibe Fireside Ventures closed
§ o, Blume Ventures
md Chiratae Ventures bave
alsorised [resh capital, taking
the cumulative capital raised
by leading domestie YO this
vear well past 83 billion.

O sector allocation, Singh
said the firm will continue to
focus on AL fintech and con-
smer,

“Obviously, we think Alisa
veTy important opportunity
areaand so, T think that that is
anarea we areall just propor-
tionately very rsar-shurp, Hut

equally. we have had a very
strongtrack record at Peak XV
In fintech not just In Indla,
Mictelle Fast and APAC region,
We also have a very strong
track record in the consumer
sectar and India is ane of the
waorld’s most attractive con-
sumer opportunities it
take a twoee or three-decade
angh said.
‘he new fundmise comes
ot the back of several leader-
shipexitsat the venture capital
firmn. Three senior fnvestment
professionals Ashish Agraws
Ishaan Mittal and Tejeshwi
Sharmaleft carlier this month
a5 part of an ongoeing leader-
ship transition at the firm.
Earlier, former executives

TURN TO PAGE 13
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AMCICMC for Preowned Products -CAMC of Modular Operation
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b U319 UP19RSSGOMTIAS
*INVITES — OPEN TENDER*
For

“Selection of Developer to Renovate, Operate,
Maintain & Transfer (ROMT) of Small Hydro
Plants on Upper Ganga Canal in U.P. through
Competitive Bidding on Upfront Premium Basis”
UPRVLINL is & GoUP Enterprise with more than 9120 MW Thermal
Power generstion capacity and 526 MW Hydro Power generation. It owns
15,5 MW small hydro power plants on Upper Ganga Canal namely

wimgem.gowin or our websile

500 73 W |
T 13,06,/ 2026 @ JATE
PRTRSEANA R | 130 w1
Ho/—
PR 373965 harkhard Sik Tessle Handicralt

Dev. Co. Lid.(JHARGRAFT) [25-26} D

s oy Al e e st Pl s gee

cmummummu:-vm\mm 85 G- 44,
Casgaon -

Nirgajini, Chittaura, Salawa, Bhola, Palra & Sumera, of différent
capacities ranging from 0.6 MW to 5.0 MW, UPRVUNL intends 1o revive
and operate these plants for the next 40 years through Renovate, Operate,
Maintain and Transter (ROMT) model with the participation of private
developers. Online bids are invited from eligible bidders for selection of
developer, on the Right-to-Use basis as mentioned above.
Tender 1D: 04/E-Tender/Jal Vidyut/ 2026, Dated: 17.02.2026
Bid portal (download & submission): www.etenderup.nic.in

ing: Single Stage - Two Part followed by e-Forward Auction.
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Comparies (Management and Adminetaion ks, 2014, neudg any steulory)

 Circular e,

“MCA Ciroutass |

w80 D Faqeiannts} Raguiskons, 2015 {"Listieg Regulations”) and|
FurLem | any olher appicaile Saes, ey aed fepuaions. 19 ek ol of

1, Paymant of compensation to M Analik Siagh, Noa- Exscelas Chalmean o tho

2. Amascrvent it Max inda Limisd - Esplopes Sock Oikon Pl 2000 of e
Compary |Special Hesciution)
1.

Resoiusien)
4, ool ol maneal related party WETATHIGE) DewRen At Senar Livag)

3, hzproval of moskicaien ol malersl sied paly transaction (s} bebween Artarz|
Sy P 202528 |Orcdmary|

Resofusien]
&, dporoval of makslal rekted party TacHIns) bewees At Serkce Lieg|

i s T L2

e 2-veting WAl commence on Saaday, February 21, 2628, af 5.0 2 m. s wad el
=0 50 FML on Sungay. Mach 72, 2026, after which the 2-esting meduie shak el
Satiediny NS

Gamperias (Warsgeinent s Admirisyaion) Ihlss. BM114 ria with NCA Girtudaes
shyzical capees al tha Hokze wit not be crcyisled 1o e mambers, Ilm A i)

EMD: Bs 4.00 Cr: Tender Cost: Rs. 10000 +G5Te@ 18%

KEY DATES:

Pre-bid meeting: 03032026, 15:00 hrs.

Online bid submission closing: 23.03.2026

Technical bid opening: 24.03.2026

Bidders arc advised to visit e-portal regularly for amendments/
worrigendum efc.

Email: cempsjru@uprvunlorg  Chicf Engineer (MPS)  Mabile: 7408420592

CIN: L3S UPI9RSSGOMTIRS
*INVITES - GLOBAL BIDS*
For

“Selection of Developer to Set up 640 MW Pump

Storage Plant (PSP) in BOO Mode through Tariff
Based Competitive Bidding (TBCB) at Rihand Dam,

District Sonbhadra (U.P.)”

UPRVUNL is a GoUP enterprise with 9120 MW Thermal Power
ion capacity and 526 MW Hydro Power generation.

UPR\I‘UNL invites online bids from eligible bidders for selection of

E:
| | oot 70 3, 2028
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| e w0 e | 105 Er
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o e geen 8|
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¥ T X
wgeek o 4 e el Aoy mersber wo taes e e the Postal B2kt Natee may oirids Be same by
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5.

L
Cormgany
47

developer through TBCE mode to set up 640 MW Pump Storage
Plant (PSP) in BOO {Built-Own-Operate) mode by utilizing upper
reservoir at Rihand Dam and lower reservoir at Obra Dam, District
Sonebhadra (ULP.).

Tender ID: 03/E-Tender/Jal Vidyut2026, Dated: 17.02.2026

Bid portal (download & submission): www.etender.up.nic.in
Bidding: Single Stage- Two Part followed by e-Reverse Auction
EMD: Rs.79.06 Cr.; Tender Cost: Rs.30.00 Lacs + GST@ 1 8%
KEY DATES:

Pre-bid meeting: 06.03 2026, 15:00 hrs.

Online bid submission closing: 18.04.2026

Technical bid opening: 21.04 2026

Bidders are advised to visit e-portal regularly for amendments/
corrigendum ete.
Email: ce.mps.jvu@uprvunlorg  Chicl Engincer (MPS)

Mobile: 7408425552
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Sandeep Sir's
DDA - MERCHANT NAVY WING

‘SAGAR’

Near IT Park, Sahastradhara Road, Dohradun [Uttarakhand)

JOIN MERCHANT NAVY

< COMPANY SPONSORSHIP
4 TIMES IMU-CET RIR 1

MERCHANT NAVY FOUNDATION COURSE
[Class T1th & Class 12th] with Schooling v

Mr. Umesh Kuniyal : 08279640145

[Merchant Navy Course Coordinator]
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