LIMITED

~__

June 13, 2026

Listing Department Listing Department

BSE Limited National Stock Exchange of India Limited
Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers Exchange Plaza, Bandra Kurla Complex,
Dalal Street Bandra (East)

Mumbai — 400 001 Mumbai — 400051

Scrip Code: 543223 Name of Scrip: MAXIND

Sub: Newspaper publication in relation to completion of dispatch of Notice of Postal
Ballot.

Dear Sir/Madam,

Pursuant to Regulation 47 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements),
Regulations 2015, please find enclosed the newspaper advertisements published by the
Company Mint (English), all editions and Hindustan (Hindi), Delhi edition, in relation to
completion of dispatch of Notice of Postal Ballot of the Company dated June 12, 2026 and e-
voting information.

Kindly take the same on your record.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully
For Max India Limited
Digitally signed
TRAPTI 56260613
14:19:34 +05'30"
Trapti
Company Secretary and Compliance Officer
Encl: as above

MAX INDIA LIMITED
CIN: L74999DL2019PLC464953
Corporate Office: Landmark House, 3" Floor, Plot No. 65, Sector-44, Gurgaon - 122003, Haryana |
Regd. Office: Max House, 1, Dr. Jha Marg, Okhla, New Delhi, India — 110020
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RERA No.: UPRERAPRJG63149 E]
o hittps./f up-rerain/projects
COLLECTION ACCOUNT DETAILS: _,
NAME: LUP TOWNSHIP INFRASTRUCTURE PVT LTD 0
ASC GAUR AERO MALL (POCKET 1)
(1.

your own wo rid PROJECT COLLECTION ACCOUNT NO.: 777705110822

BANK NAME: ICICI BANK LTD | IFSC CODE: ICICO000253
BANK ADDRESS: SUPERTECH SHOPPRIX, C-1348, SEC-61,
NOHDA, GE NAGAR, UP. INDIA | LAUNCH DATE: 01-09-2022

EASY PAYMENT PLAN.
EXTRAORDINARY REWARDS.
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s Apply

Terms & Conditia)
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CORSTRUGTION
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Corporate Office: Gaur Blz Park.
Piot No. 1, Abhay Khand I, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad (WP} 201014 India
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Mathura | Greater Noida

North India’s

ﬁ

oogle

ADMISSIONS OPEN

2026-27

mgentrc Al Unwemtyh

Se

ini Enterprise
Edu for Campus

Powered by

o

Cliggital Carr

Google C

INDUSTRY LEARNING PARTNERS

intel

wipro:

Tech

NEC

aws ey

Muermiser frvti swtinn

Centro of Excellence.
Mahindres indowd Technalegy

Centre of Excellence in High
Performance Computing

5% Microsoft Geall Campus

Capgomini@® code bxperience centre

Unnati Centre of Excellence
in Al and Analytics

Centre of Extellence
Servicellow

) GantThomon gigtal Masketing
@cesin
B Business Standard

NDL

Iumﬂlmasunh
Chain Management

‘BBA-DABI & MEA-Business
Amalyties Programs
BBA-DABI & MBA-Business
Apalytics Programs

WEBA-Fimancal Markets
& Bankdng Program

Business Simulations &
{apstone Projects

Mathura C

17km Stone, NH-44, Mathura -Delhi Road,
F.0. Chaumuhan, Mathura-281406 (LR} India

Gr. Noida Campus:

15 A, Knowledge Park - 11,
Greater Noida - 201310 (U.P.) INDIA

Faridabad Office: FA-14, First Floor, Crown Plaza Mali, Sector 15-A Opposite Neelam Chowk
Metro Station, Faridabad, Haryana Phone: +91-7818873942 +91-8700686993

0+91-9027068068 | .uujivicin

Visit us
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MAHAVEER UNIVERSITY

Moradabad

Accredited with NAAC A Grade

12-B Status from UGC
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ADMISSIONS OPEN 2026-27

! SICURED THE
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4 ) P SCHOOL & By IR RANKING 2026
University Awarded \\\{— | ;
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NEWLY LAUNCHED ONLINE EDUCATION PROGRAMMES = /|

BBA |[BCA |MB

CONTACT : 95209-42111, 95209-32111 | Website : www.tmuonline.ac.in

- Finance

- Marketing
- HR Management - International Business

NN

DIPLOMA | UG | PG | PhD PROGRAMMES OFFERED

MEDICAL

* MBBS +MD +MS (All Specializations)
{Admissions through UP NEET Counselling)

M.Sc. (Medical)
* Anatomy * Physiology * Biochemistry
* Pharmacology * Microbiology

DENTAL

*BDS
* MDS (All Specializations)
(Admissions through UP NEET Counselling)

NURSING

* ANM

+ PBB.Sc. Nursing

+B.Sc. Nursing

* M.Sc. Nursing (All Specializations)

ALLIED & HEALTHCARE SCIENCES
APPROVED BY U.P, STATE MEDICAL FACULTY, LUCKNOW
{EXCEPT FORENSIC SCIENCE)

* BMRIT

* MMRIT (For X-Ray/ CT Scan / MRI)

* BMLS

* MMLS (For Biood Tasting Lab)

* B.Optom

* M.Optom (For Eye Testing Lab)

v B.Se. rorensic Seience [Honaurs+ Honours with Researchss)
* M.Sc. (Forensic Science)

JOB ORIENTED DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES -
0T

* Dialysis

* Anesthesia & Critical Care

* DMLT

FINE ARTS
* BFA (Hons)* * MFA

OUTSTANDING

PLACEMENT

+Under the provisions of NEP 2020, a student who chooses to exit the program after successfully completing three years will be awarded an undergraciuate (UG) degree. I the student achieves a minimum of 75% marks or a 7.5 CGPA in the first six
semesters, he/she will have the option to pursue an Honours degree with Research, Additionally, students who complete the full four-years program will be awarded an Honours degree with 2 majer and minor specialization, as offered by the University.

For the complete list of programmes offered visit : www.tmu.ac.in | Email : admission@tmu.ac.in

Admission Toll Free No. - 180

COMPUTING SCIENCES & IT

+ B.Tech. Computer Science and Engineering

+ B.Tech. (CSE) Lateral Entry

+ B.Tech. (CSE) Specialization in Artificial Intefligence,
Machine Learning & Deep Learning

+ B.Tech. Lateral Entry (CSE)
Specialization in Artificial Intelligence,

Machine Learning & Deep Leaming

+ B.Tech. (CSE)in Data Science
+ B.Tech, (CS€) in Cloud Technology & nformation Secrity
+ B.Tech. (CSE) in Cyber Security
+ B.Tech. Lateral Entry (DS, CTIS, CS)
* M.Tech. (CSE} in All Specializations
* B.Sc. Animation (Hons)*

- Product Designing - UI/UX Designing
- Graphic Designing - Game Designing

X

* B.Sc. Computer Science (Hons)*
- Al and Data Science
- Blockehain Technology
- Full Stack Development
- Cloud Technology and loT
- Information Security
Collaboration with aivancity, France"
+M.Sc. -+ Artificial Intelligence 8[
» Data Science’

* BCA (Hons)* (With Specialization in)
- Artificial Intelligence
- Data Analytics
- Cyber Security
- Full Stack
- Web Applications
- Software Engineering & Quality Testing
- Cloud Computing & 10T
- Digital Marketing
- Cloud Technology & Information Security
- Mobile Application & Web Technology

* MCA in All Specializations
Collaboration with —
+ B.Tech. Anificial Intelligence & Block Chain

4 CMPHIES 63 :
Shnithhmi VISITED Lakh PA. |

mamsr mmw:s :

Hiﬂ'erﬂuﬁu

0-270-1490 © 9258112544

PHARMACY MANAGEMENT & COMMERCE
* D.Pharm, * BBA (Honours+/ Honours with Researchs+)
+ B.Pharm. (With Specialization in)
- Finance
* B.Pharm. (2nd v Lateral Entry) - Human Resource Managenent
* Pharm.D. (Doctor of Pharmacy) - Marketing Management
Ty (T4 MEcaki e E;Emhlaﬁeugzghain Technol
* M_Pharm. (Pharmacology/Pharmaceutics) - Business Anslylics ogy

Rs. 5000/~ per manth will be given as stipend

PHYSIOTHERAPY
*BPT
* MPT Musculoskeletal Sciences « Neurosciences
+ Cardio-Pulmonary Sciences + Sports Sciences
+ Paediatrics and Neonatal Sciences
+ Obstetrics and Gynaecology Sciences
Rs.3000/- per month will be given as stipend

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING
AICTE Approved

*B.Tech. Computer Science & Engineering
+ Electronics & Communication Engineering
+ Electrical Engineering « Mechanical Engineering
+ Civil Engineering
+B.Tech, 2nd year Lateral Entry (shter Diploma/8 Sc)
*M.Tech.
-Machine Learning & Data Sciences
-Electrical Power & Energy System

-Additive Manufacturing
-Structural and Construction Engineering

AGRICULTURE SCIENCES

ICAR ACCREDITED
*B.Sc. (Hons.) - Agriculture

*M.Sc. - - Agronomy

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

+B.P.Ed. * M.PEd.
*B.PE.S (Honours+/ Honours with Researche)
(Bachelor of Physical Education & Sports)

- Economics, Accounting & Tax Laws
+ BBA (Hons)» - Data Analytics
* BBA (Hons)» - International Business and
Entrepreneurship
* B.Com. (Honaurs+/ Honours with Research»«)
(With Specialization in)
- Finance
- Digital Marketing
- Fintech & Blockchain Technology
- Business Analytics
- Economics, Accounting & Tax Laws
» MBA (With Specialization in)
- Marketing, HR, 1B, Finance, Agri. Business
- Logistics and Supply Chain Management
- Data Analytics, Digital Marketing
* MBA - Hospital Management

LAW

5 Years Integrated Programmes
* BA-LL.B. (Hons.) * BBA-LL.B. (Hons.)
*LL.M.

EDUCATION

+ [TEP-B.Sc.-B.Ed (Secondary)« (4 yrs.Integrated)
* B.A.-B.Ed. (4 yrs.Integrated)»

+ B.EL.Ed.  B.Ed.

+M.Ed. * D.ELEd. (BTC)

Ph.D. in various disciplines

The University offers a research fellowship
for all disciplines as per University norms.

: SCHOLARSHIPS FOR JAIN STUDENTS : FORSPORTS ASPIRANTS:  FOR OTHER STUDENTS:

+ Exemption upto 50% in Tuition fee and upto 30% in

Exemption upto 100% in Tuition fee for  Exemption upta 50% in Tuition fee for

Hostel fee for entire duration of the programme.« meritorious sports aspirants. meritorious students al entry level only.s

The abi s shall ot be appiiati o pegrammes e e
SCAN HERE
TO APPLY
B

o

| Campus : NH-09, DELHI ROAD, MORADABAD (U.P.) JOF
o0 ® 09
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Symbiosis University of Applied Sciences, Indore

Super Corridor, Near Airport, Indore

MBA

Ranked 2" in NIRF India Rankings in Skill University Category

ADMISSIONS OPEN FOR AY 2026-27
Choose from Industry-Aligned Programs

BBA

* Banking & Finance
« Digital Marketing
» Retail Management

* MBA in Logistics & Supply
Chain Management

« Banking & Finance
= Retail & E-Commerce
« Digital Media & Marketing

« Logistics & Supply Chain
Management

Scan for Apply

# 70% Focus on
Pratical Training

& Yeorly Intermnships and
Placements with Top Companics

4 Highest plu:-emml # Collaboration with Top
pockage 271 Global Industries
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Open House Weekend: Visit the Campus & Avail 100% Application Fes Waiver!

Call/WhatsApp: 92853 33023 | 92853 33010 | 92853 33012
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Dwarka 9810387953 Mangelpuri 9582933000 Marela 9265982220 MG Road 7045945616 See-14 7042264100 See 12 (Near Old Bus Stand) 9911339337 Sohna Read /770000400 Manesar (Sec 82 A) 7990555184 Faridabad 8285010945
Greater Faridabad 8774100567 Ghaziabad 5971200818 Raj Nagar 9595088949 Noida Extension 8810315342 Noida Sec-14 7840085532 Greater Noida 7838520811 Noida Sec-4% 7011751002 Indirapuram 2871142520 Meerut 7310555784 Noida Sec-10
$E18992217 MATTRESS GALLERY: Delhi: Kirti Nagar 9991234890 Lajpat Magar 7472000077 Hari Nagar 8500820022 Dilshad Garden 2324891307 Ghoziobad: Sec-12 Pratap Vihar 8720333430

KITCHEN GALLERY: Delhi: Lajpot Nogar 9818904514 Lado Sarai E373908487 Kirti Nogar 9910457410 Paschim Vibar $718748408 Dwarka 9560541452 Pitampura 7041446754 Moida: Sec-73 9711173447 Sec-49 9718999129 Ghaoziobod: Indirapuram
FETILBS2D Pratap Vihar 7011464381 Gurugram: Sohno Road: 7042245123 Palom $958796148 Main Dwarke expressway #%11301077 Faridabod: 8285010944, Meerut: 818525238 Gurgaon sector-90 : 8178808910 For Furniture,/ Storoge/ Mattress
Dealership Enquiry - Delhi & Gurgaon, call/e-maik $015143730/ apaliwal@godrej.com For Furniture,/ Storage,/ Mattress Dealership Enquiry - Noide & Ghaziabad, call/e-mail: 540044827/ singham@godrej.com For Mattress Distributor/
Retailer enquiry, call famail: 9911552240/ vibhor@godrej.com For Modular Kitchen Dealership enquiry, call femail: 9718748608 / acshishr@godrej.com, 7038336903 / htyagi@gadrej.com
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(DEPARTMENT OF POWER)

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR CHAIRPERSON AND

Qualifications:

(a)

(b)

(c

(1)

(2)

(3)

TWO MEMBERS IN DERC

Applications are inviled from the eligible candidates for the selection of Chairperson and two Members of Dethi
Electricity Regulatory Gommission (DERC)

The Chairperson and Member of the Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission shall be a parson of ability, integrity
and standing who has adeguate knowledge of, and has shown capacity in dealing with problems relating to
engineering, finance, commerce, economics, law or management.

Additional and essential requirement of LegaliJudicial Member:
As per judgment dated 12.04.2018 of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Civil Appeal No. 14687 of 2015 lilled
“State of Gujarat & Ors. Vs, Utility Users’Welfare Association & Ors.”, wherein it has been held that it is mandatory
that there should be a person of law as a Member of the Commission. For this purpose, the candidate should be:

a person who is or has been holding a judicial office; or

an advocate with not lass than ten years' practice and qualified for appointment as a Judge of a High Court
under Article 217(2) of the Constitution of India; or

an advocate with not less than seven years' praclice and qualified for appoiniment as a District Judge under
Article 233{2) of the Constitution of India.

Terms and Conditions of service of Chairperson and Members:
The Chairparson and two Members shall hold office for a term of five years from the date on which he
anters upon his office or till he atlains the age of 65 years which ever is earlier. The Chairperson or other
Member in the State Commission shall not be eligible for re-appointment in the same capacity as the
Member in that Commission in which he had earlier held office.

The salary, allowances and other terms and conditions of service of the Chairperson and Members in
DERC shall be governed as per Section B9 of the Electricity Act, 2003 read with Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (Salary, Allowances & Other Conditions of Service of the Chairparson & Members) Rules,
2001 (as amended from time to time).
The Chairperson and Member shall recefve a pay of ¥2,25,000/- (Rupees Two Lakh Twenty Five Thousand)

(ftixed) per month provided that in case a person appointed as Chairperson and Member is in receipt of any

pension, the pay of such persen shall be reduced by the given amount of pension drawn by him.
HOWTO APPLY AND LAST DATE FOR APPLICATION
Eligible candidates may submit their applications for the posts of Chairperson and two Members of the
Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC), along with a detalled bio-data and a duly filled application
format at Annexure-l. The prescribed application format (Annexure-l) s available on the websile at
https:/ipower.delhi.gov.in.
The completed applications should be submitted to the Special Secretary (Power), Government of
NCT of Delhi, Delhl Sﬂcmiarlat 8th Level, B-Wing, I.P. Estate, New Delhi 110002, or by email at

on or before 03rd July, 2026. Applications received after the prescribed

date & time shall not be considered.

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0100/26-27

VIKAS PANDEY

Dy. Secretary
Department of Power
Govt. of NCT of Delhi

Delhi Secretariat, New Delhi-02
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LOKPAL OF INDIA
Engagement of Court Master on
contract basis

Lokpal of India has issued a Vacancy
Circular dated 11.06.2026 for engage ment
of retired Public Servants as Consultant
(Court Master) on contract basis. The
last date for the receipl of applications
is 10.07.2026. For more defails, please
visit the website of Lokpal of Imdia. Link:
_lokpal.gov.i
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& reiding
SR N TU, Wadbr Milan, 1
BAD &F, Fakam Deihd 130010, hesety
derlare that my name mentioned in
e Mo ARt N § S82001
 Miharmad Shozicath, my Fathers
name & Akl Kushmeidy and
M ame 35 Sefirs
Kafkkidivalappil. The correct name
recorme iy school certificate ane

Mohammed Stowkath AXunhisody
A and Suhara. Bath sees of names
Fefer 1 he tame peysoss, Th
Naration i issied o clardy 5
Tdame SUepanCies for Al poriones.

5 f Shri Padens

NEW
SECTOR 18, NOIDA
Hirlng for the following
positions:

SALES EXECUTIVES
(Male/Female)
220,000 to 750,000
{Including Incentives)
CASHIERS

20,000 to 735,000

SECTION INCHARGES
240,000 to 270,000
{ineluding ilmnm]
STORE MANAGERS

250,000 to 1,00,000
{including Incentives)

ONLY JEWELLERY
EXPERIENCE
CANDIDATES REQUIRED

0 h b
Tar 48 hutute parpaes.

& Jarm 3 (Restna Devl) TR
0TS R ETE i
Tl G I, T -
Fl, S-maeA g, B

T, TR, A A AR
Fome (Mamari Reshma) 382 offr 35
fior] 2 3 7 & S o
& el i e S A
(Rshma Dev) & o f .4
g oy Bt 10 e 2026, Sen
s, @ g, (o &
L

F w (Mami) TR I002T64R

+ i
WihatsApp their CV to:

© 98777 84723

@ U TTEd A

DLF&.
FOR SALE
Park Place

Belaire
Summit

ey v
KHUSHAL SETHI

Housing Solatons () 1ad,

9810090598

2T i R g
i, - \_; ugeg
E G,

T, F A g )
T (Kumari Mambi Samoea)
it fiem 3 wia ewta A 2
# it em ¥ ot e wf e
R (Mamd) % Gh i oA R
vt et 10 g 2026, Saten
surrers G sAn, foed &
JITFEW !

W15 bor general nfowmmiation that 1,
Ak Kemar S0 Raender Frasad,
R Howse Mo 4B7E, Gall Ko 5,
Sanjay Gandhl Marg: kast Babarpur,
Bt Pur, Worsh vl Dueih Dedy
180032, declare: that name of sy
Fatfier his Been mangly writfen a5
fagerdder in my clirs 10%h and 11T
S0 G5CUmERIS N0 Y
passport ao.- PI345865. The artual
rame of my father is Rigerder
Prasad, whech may b amesdi)
acoringly

2, seons i, g & s
sis, Raedt @-i0, ans
ae, ot &1, dwa s
Fow o, ol Bt
110059, e wiffe
B @i 06T wem & wra a E
F A e w0 A AR e
afftsa ¥ A sEEe
sl B, o @Y gen e
Ene T A T A
Bt caf b

1T ES for gearda infarmd
Waretdra Sumas Yo
Bhan adaw

@ fRamm ey

2 private Villas with

Club ste-rsl Sale

Compamy Tramfe
Kear Lawtenie Schoot
Kasanl , Seitabie for Airked, Hotel &

Resoert Loneact @ MOETAS0L0
@ o ufada

VI8 Por eneral infermmation phart
Surewy Snestha Ho- Deepak
M

i, Karla, B
- e West e, {I'II‘l
L0081 deckare Shat name of ming
and oy Eathver dd ey ot has
oot i <eighy aillin & Susely and
Deenai nd Arju in my chass 100
and 1th adsational decumests and
rmé of mine asd my e e
e WTOERy written & Summy and
Drepak in @y Graduasion
eduaticaal dovaments, The atel
name of mireand my Taiher 2nd my
mother are Sunry Shy d
Doepak Shrowha u resita
resgertively, which may be amended
amoingh

I, PRASHANT Kurmar Gautam 5/n
Wajendra Kumar Guueam ffo 347,
Santor [4, Yasmdhar, Gabhas
tharggid my mare ta Prashnt
Gautam dor all futuré purposes.

e

Y mina¢ sen

Abkingy vw,.n kid 10 i n i

101 ¢has Edatutiorial Daocveons
e

Aty parpates

L ERRURA Thwark W' Anjanl il
Mishea Rifa 5143, & Foree Stafin,
Findan, fRaed, UP- 2010
changed my name fom karng

Wz K, W i
D - 1LODNE, have changed my
rrame and hatl bareafter he kngwn
 Lyalaksbemi Deori

A, v g, e E
a?l-zlr'.l.'—rr o8 A g ik e
LE A o v
ey e e i it o e B0

1 i hynti Singh Do
Devendra Siagh B L 5020 Pt K
G-, Asuatech SpHinghelds. Secie
eta 1 firaater Nowda, S,
Goautam Bukdba Magar. Uttar
s X130 Terve Changed my

saxme and stull hereatzer be inoem
a8 Julka S { hawe changed sy nae
i, mat e religian

L, SANDEEP Liin &/0 5 Rarmai
wamar jais R 1%, 408, 18 Floor
SLH12, Hear dgah Aoad, Bhola
NattMagar. SBabdara, 1
el (ha my Ry
mMﬁr wrften 25 Praen

O

father
e & Parnod emar Jin
il By B e e JOCUTEOgY.

ige
iG] 5 DS [

Hagar U 2, 201303 confem
Wit Churdhien a0 Nisde
Chaudhary names are beloag {0
saane porin Wil be Keown 15
Nihi € adhait. nd My Fight
Bate ol Bth 10,063 1947

. IWARISH s A’arllmi 5fa shin

senceiorh, Lshail be nm\m:m
ddemified by 1
Wadtowa lor all pun) wm

1, BINU Ko Syahiney W0 S8,

Arvinder Singh Stwiney Rf Al

181, Shalimss Ragh, Cebi - 110038,

e Charged ey Mame from Bl

Kate Sawtiney to By Sawines or

-ul[ulmclnlr'w‘- Thal S ki
vy & Uitns Savwiowey a12 02 &

"’ﬂ Sa"l‘ person

1, VANDANA Rzt )0 Saurabl) Verma
2o &4, Shatabdi Erslave, Sector

(I Praish- 201301 Rave chasged
my e {7 om Vandana Rz in
‘Vandana Vorma hesgetorth | woud
S kngran by the same of Vasdana
WVerma for all Further purposes

8 IMHIII'ILSW" o 5612(*' Adiakha

alfi
Yo ak fursher purpmes

, SONIA Balul Do Late S 2 L Gogia
W Sarstil Balal tfo HoHo 5, Gl
8o A1, Gepta Enclave, Vikas Hoge,
D K Mohan Ah.mS.'hiﬂDelh

|, MADHAY Kumiar 5/2, umm M
Sharma Rifa, & | Flo
Doubde stotey
Al st of
Delfi-11005. have charge my
e 10 MR Kimar Sharra for
At purmsses

Ll.ll.ll?l«llinlll"n‘dln LR
Iheggl Mo- 119, Hamuman Wardoor
Camp. AK hv 2m, Sou Wied Deld,
Digth-10022, hawe i Dé‘ll"r
minor daughter's nams Aanad
aged 16 years n danctul 'nH;a
foreves

I.lmmﬂlnw-lm’xr.i #am son af
Kshmant reuding af a2 Gali -1

Foal Bead, Prem hagar 2, Kivan
‘Sulesan Magar. Seltaapuri C ok
Morth st Dehi, el - 110085
v dhanged my mame and shal
Bereafier e kegw 25 Ram kiswal

| LALIT e S/ Dayanand Gaur Ao
H e, et Nagar, Vasam Vi,
“Fouth Wel Ceni, Delhi-1G0ST, hiree
changed thi narme of my minar
aragrhter WAL 4ged 4 pears. and the
bl Bereafler b kw35 Nilha
G,

1. HUTHERTD knerwn a3 Mabesha=aed
sl 5o Badk| Duat Rfo H Ko - T
Stafl Qulers, Vichitya Marg, Cettral

Har Wagar, Seuth West

D, Dl - 110084 Soree £hnged

By rane realier be

mawe & Maheshanans.

| RICHA R0 150 G Bp Loy
Farkaog 171001 have (hanged my
i daiighter's mina fren Btk
lersad In Fiddhima,

R, wwgeh, o T W
v, P 205, =9 a0,
e (o e, ey e, o
Tl - 11 0045, % e 71
i mEe ST T Ot B
B wf A o wwmd
A 3 T e

¥, i dEn, g3 ol we,
Trardh a7, mem sor,
10037, 3

g qrEu geer Aen ol
Tierem

A wie cw ooeh A
HIEEHE AEH, m}al 14,
afar ww,
Er ] el 0025, @ s awn
TS A § WEG T
w3 firm i

1, TARA Risi 835 Tars Suliberweat Oy
Lk Chane! Wy'o e Pl Subbermal,
14755, Soctor- 47, Faridahad, Khveri
Kalanfli3), Faridabad. Haryass:
K100 have changed my name dnd
R\Ni"'\"ﬂ"vl e ereywem g5 Tara

ani

1. SHAMTI D /0 Umanath §
Ao No. 1058, Gl W 1L
Vi, Nangai Oairy, hageigarh,
Sauth Weed Deli- 110043 fave
Changed my same 10 dsha Devi foe
all hrture purpoies.

1 TRILOKI Mat=, 52 Chhatrapar
risading o Hause Mo 426 Db

Parmznand Colpey, Q70 Magar,

s Dol - 110003, Nerelry

i Frifodd dend Trilobd Hapn

fefer 0 o a5 e same essan.

g Deli- 110015 have chamed
Y im0 Vepe) S 40 Veena
gl o afl purpéses.

W, PO-Laomi
Bl EL‘III [Mla TH009L
hiIP I’.'ldniEﬂ 1TY A i Raesh
Taga

1, HITHERTD e 5 Saricha fam
it of Narerder Kismar pesiding at
R2-43, Gall Ba 7, i \ikar. Praga-2,
Hajatzarh, Seath West Delh, Delh
005 baree changed my name and
<l vt be krcrwen 24 Barkta

| GEETA Sharssi W' Prem Stanma Rio
58687, Gall Ko L2 Malls Park,
Adarsh Magar, [ethi- 110033, Sarve
changed my name from Gesta
Shama 10 Geeta Sharma far ol
Futue Pusposass.

B SMARAD Kusuar 4,10 atya Fraknd
i g

2508 Patel K 7,
bid-A01001. docae Stanad
Aanui| & Sharf Eamad are
onees | whuall be imos 34
Sharad Kunas heacelorh

12 Praal
Ghaziabad. UP-20I00% Rt
oy riarmee b Sawtha for ot

1 RHISUM Sharma WD, Vijay Komar
Sharma R 273,

1 SANIVA Wio fogisder ?'n N, 2.

perpa,

perpsh Plampura
e bt iry orginal

Progesty
Datwments Alloenent Letfer, ongnal

Presrszion Lether, ignal 53e
Persession, Mip B origanal
Buddiing Plan Sanction Letter and
other rehivant deciments inrispoit
ol my Freehold Property Ho. 5, Block
& Pockal &7 Sabmar Fagh. Delti
A1DCEE. An FIR o this effec B
Do skt vidde LIt M 363000
2004 Dated 12/ 067200 Finger mayy
Cotack; 990TEI058

2 mw:maﬁ;}
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o), W G Som
it gra @ R o,
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1, DHRUN Fumar Ahinear S Svami
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5 0008 008,
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Fatehipuri, Chandnl Caowi, Defh-
110006 hare charged my name dn
B Bl Sharma

|, SHIVA &waral S/ Desh A2} Awara
R, Ko, 35, Weethagur ¥illge,
Barrpur. Hew Defti 110044, Bve
chasged iy same from S
Shiz Awara for il purpes

IMS.L S Ry [saned B W2

Enper Berl Mew Deld
unl 71 haave changed my same f
Vind Taswar, ik change this mame
Tor tugioe purpace

I, ABHISRER Kumar Rie 5L Sector
&7, Noia, autars Sedh Wagan, Lttar
Praesy - A0 Rave chariped my
e 505 time fiom Shicansh
Servastawl in RV Sristav

| PARNEET £aci Crover D/,
Kawwiredier Singh Alfo F-423, Sector
L1 @ohini, Nofth West Debi, Celii-
K005 Savve changer my mame 0
Parcesd Kaur

1, VIO T 5o Raghinasdan
Prasa Gini 8o 37 Usea witar, Dayal
Buigh, ATy, (1P 283005, have
charged my =ame io Vined Kumar
Dimit.

Tnspumcalaqansnemhy
cauticned HOT

seine, Iahennmse mptn
securily or by way of i, orin sty
manngr whillsoaver eelar it
a7y transacion of dealng in
respact of the Immovable
properiies of Mis Skyland
Builders Pvt Ltd (CIN:
WT48930L 19T BPTCO0E38D)
{‘Company’), being Unils 3, 10,
18,11, 12and 20, B-2 Shepping
Cantre, ung Enclave,
How Dolhi - 110029 (‘Subject
¢ &y pars erecl
Tha pinsant rosice is issund on
behal! of end under
instrucliong frem our elior],
Wir. Prateok Madhan, who has
taken steps o initiaste A
recovery Jovil sult against the
Compary fof damages  and
Indemnification in a4 sbm
exceecng  Rs.20 0000000/
{Fupes. Twanty Wna oy},
together wiln nterest. anang out
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i oS et Bhopal - 462011, Madhya Pradesh Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)
aﬂ.m el T o, 103088.27 Tl 0550 Website — www food.mp.gov.in The Uttarakhand Public Works Department invites Expressions of interest (EQI)
Mose Inyising Bid Ref.: 3311 Bhopal, Date = 08.06.2026 fram gualified and experienced national and international consulting firms as
mﬁm WIB Ho. PWDZSZTAVIN e follows:-
il r (NI Project Title:  Consulting Assignment for Preparation of Detailed Praject Report
- " Direclorate of Food, Civil Supplies. & Consumer Proleclion, GoMP for New Long Bridges on the Ring Road along the Tehrl Lake.
Faredt, WAHT) | [Tt e o b e (OFCSCP) seeks bidders for Selection of PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT (Tentative spans of bridges -Pipaldali-450-00m, Dobra
hl‘ll'rl{’ T A A E S . [T for ent of h i Jan Paoshan Marts (Implementation, Chanthi-500.0m, Hadhkikhala-150.00m and Knﬁ-i?n.ﬂbml
forr-drifr S = 5 (Mukesh Cang Masea) Standardization, Monitoring & Evaluation) (Second Call). _ Location: Tehri Lake, situated in the Tehri Garhwal district of Uttarakhand,
i qqq.qmrw ey | LRSI Enphas Tkl The AFP documents can be viewed on the website of DFCSCP Iz,
o= & . (www.food.mp.gov,in) and downloadable from e-Procurement site ; i 5 i 3 I
% S ! (http:iwww.mptenders.gov.in). All further details/revisions/amendments in Objectiie TE:E |:?innr|f: D:,;dfo:r;ﬁ:ts:d p:sterlna! e
p ﬁf]‘r’iejg'ﬁ;: 3 context of this RFP document will be available only through above portals. Hievant dets ilf Eﬂ';m%ing cdnsulcan wg h;wk Wil be: avallablie o
TR 1 # T e e ! - ]
A {wmﬁn w uﬁmﬂlmw ‘ﬁwﬁﬁrﬂﬁ i) Bidders are raquested 1o node the following dates:- https://pwd.uk.gov.in 2nd https:/ftehri.nic.in from dated 18,06.2026 onwards.
R Hrwrna « UA0109PB2010SGC033813 1.|Submission of Pre-Bid|interested Bidders are requested 1o mail Superintending Engineer
b P L T v gpelin Queries lheir quenes on or before 12062026 Bth Circle, PWD, New Tehri
HAEN T ST 425 L (Friday) 6.00 PM by email to dirffood@nig.in Lol
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PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION UNIT- USDM&
3 ed) Ri

REFEREMCE Mo, 351/01/CON:

The Government of India has received financing from the World Bank

towards the cost of the Uttarakhand Disaster Preparedness &

Resilience Project (U-PREPARE). The PIU-USDMA an implementing

agency of U-PREPARE intends to apply part of the proceeds for the

ing consultancy assignment:

. Package Name

1 |Selection of Agency for Community Based
| Disaster Risk Management in Uttarakhand | PIU-USDMAS2026-27

The detailed RFP may be downloaded from the website
wiww.uktenders.govin from 13/06/2026. Any Corrigendum/ Addendum
regarding this advertisement as and when required will be uploaded on
the website only. The interested firms are therefore requested to check|
the website from the time to time.
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Program Manager.

Days, Pt v # o AR Tl PR 7 el § 1
TR 02.07.2026 Upio 11.00 Hrs, Ll 35:1 N - e
Fafirer # fifr o W T ooy W P g = c
m,;;;*um sl ki o (Foho) o ) % i ‘E:; i AT §-FaE e ¢ 01/ 050 / 202621
00 8 vt s 41 e o *:.?' e | o s Pm | saim | oo e | T | g welty TemE, T wE A dn @ Pefsw W b s it
D4 " TR 9 s 1 A M " " o .
@ W o e b s @ | AT | o (0 A o (MW | mepsetenderupnicin) T 1 o W i, S v 4 o A 4 de
(ﬁm}:ﬁm '11?111'1::71:: Nm%(ﬁwmﬁ) # A e ) tﬁﬂ‘ﬂ‘ A A RS e B OAWR @0 W T AR @ 9 2 RRw &
e h sy v o e ol @) 3 PRI = P
five o e i e o B [ z | 3 3 5 5 7 ] ] i T S-mmitfew /SR R e s i, R Fer s, wiame @
i ) e s T e Pl Eew g = 1 FU T T AR Ea g RS 0062006 B AW onoo T &R @il
BT fiilid spdiablis nfioh: i SER y ¥ & 5 . N
1 |PAOKA | P | OMOY | arodfocosrs e 93 | yop | wsgme | 741 | seuto | 7eds | 15 | sesano| | PITeT/ 2w Rs § s wi wi S @ A ewibe Rs s
GE0 FAR P‘?;ﬁ Y 98 F T A | sty o B s sEw B W o d o P e w4 o
7 |G R @ @ | T L g yrau | | S i e e ss062006 i 000 7 @ T W R ssons B
kil - - i - AT 1000 T A R 19062008 F1 OO 0200 T 7@ HUAE B @ T & | B W
) Sete ek gt ¥ e o P -
el wraiders . —— ik dhiliic! wa e e
fe fga 76s/400aadlo =, | R fetfe v v -
g UREErT Hvsd 1191 @, 1 |§-FfrE sraeate /s o Rl 15062025, 0300 T ¥ ™ R -1-;;:" it v 3 | el
ol e R, dse | S-Fifa 2 |§-Fife S-fag AfE @ B 1906 2026 ATE 300§, WG e TR ST el b e by o L
A AT Rl - dorme (egfeen), =vove forar Pdwrrer, S, vt e Rens, s doMn- 226010 :
Ho—z38 T 0z AT 765 W0 HE ;a | o _51; ; Comsultary  service for Detadled
¥ m 7es / anododin wn e = mail - chiefengineernagarnigamiGymai com Stractire Design, Drawing and Estimae At A
I R T A W B T e 3 |E-Pife smdte @ siffas R/ | sooszoze, a0 w9 a6 1 |of Brdee o hm 12000 1 Mawalia | 1630 i 0T s i..-i—a
Ty Fe A edte . foriekle—t /238 & [F-FRm we oe W il s 30.06.2026, 400 W [rain In District Geotamhudh Nages, =
fire diéw www: ctender.nic.in, e & 5 [§-FfrE @ 9EwE s “CMGRIDS Utar Pardesh
HETR iy & wefte woe aus, Fem/od o e e 9o o, e 9 S9EEE ke ppicin § S-vRvEE @ dREe ff & wafm wm g @ Rep oo Sm wEw A dEEE

el d-Pifrgr eme aaafn w0
5040000000, fEn P el
o1 A 14.06.2026, 1830, Fafire wm
A @ 5 wooreoes 1200, T s
wad @ Wl 1morzoze 1e00, R
seed00sdefa uppiel.org, wags o

afEE W

7
rnpaﬂaterderupnwm o s isea0ze F 3 o WA A ‘é\ﬁz'r IR B AT
af¥fime / T BT Fat oft T o= & wenfevs ot far S | el i
st & Q« i v i 4 FHFEr:rr witder gy P vl | FifRar & el s wes, P et a s frase e P, seege )
| e upvc in 7 4 SRR T hitps etenderup nic.in W T 15.06.2005 ¥ 2l ST #E & | SR FArET o Fpeon e
ey g PR wo e an st S-Fiia daande @ g siferenda & R o | Pif 9 sl Red o et e

FE-10 F AR A
ffrraren @ T 4

(htp:/ctender.upnic.in) v faed P @ dwnde (hupedwww.idup.govin) ®
auaes & | demde @ g ovae AR A Tl F sl adeed 3 anlen 4 2
e |

(7 TR )

gl i) el I Rl o T },' ekt 18.06.2025 7% TG WA ) W & A S0 (2 @1 AW

il L AL R R G o anmmﬁmmw chiefenginesmagarmigam Bgmal com, urida goupiigmai com e mftrT, 5 i s

2026, ¥ 5 il Reoeht wrd R 10,06 2008 B o P & s ol oft o/ Rt e v g dt Psan s sy Fom wrnge e ¢$2MD m.‘olgﬁ,‘n,:’e,? fermd i vz, i
® ® ® ® o ® o] o000 00



@ f@egearet www.livehindustan.com
NP IETR

3IUeTT 2l

s fieelt, eforane, 13 91 2026 m

STRAUTET 2T : 3153e1 4, ghomremt aft

fa oy

283, 1976/ 12,2026

3 AR Rig 2on

3 TSTFaToT STyt 310 3 fere viferarel # wnfiret 3@, o el b wu d aifq sl v
& U ¥ 2UTER S & R el | 31 e 3 e el o FaTs uge o, al
QAR &Y Hef W1 W o TRl o WIRe ol A 9 el & fefu s fesan | el

fererd R = AR A 3R 3 A Raenfial @ o 3 e A3 A, .

QIGR ¢ I¥apls
a‘i’rﬂi’rap'q'f&w

ferairy 7 T 4 S A
el o et Sy e w1
- SR AT W A
A &) I vE FE
AP Fed 1977 o0 5 S B |
FRATE mfﬂafﬂm*—rm
T e R e |

FTHIE T T e 31
ST T?T—ﬁ;h'ﬁl
AR e e :

o, 3ot = s
RO B & | T 2 W
o Freprd v e o e ke
T P T S
Sy o vl v e 1
m*’ﬁnmwmw i
T i A1 4
AT A T |3
AT AT ST
e w1 et e, sa e
mqymi?ﬁwmwm

‘sﬂz?a‘smﬁmaeiaéshﬁazﬁa‘r

s 8
FH A =

éﬂl’ g“’{l

v I

I HE

forEa |

T 2104 am
e 5 o e AR
et gl i i

o W A FE R

T AT F T
3R e I = fon W
HH |
1 5 fet sl dm
o e 35 e A
AR ] N 3 e R
T A T e &
ATl o e o AT e
ey 4t =T, peomEe,
BRI A EZ TR
o e | 3=t 4t 3in gy
PR B T |
I TR T
T T F A

ST T T, qe T
R B T w S
Rl
it s & e
e # e e w7
wforagor : W uERr A uiE
A & 9w = T
FEE T H wfm fa
TR AR I, 6 % WA
T A fEeieA F WA
A T4 T e g5
LIS il [ 5Tk st
T S St T T
WWF&’?WH!

Iucifeera
1994|1997

=] wel | e

ER A R

L] mdggﬁlaﬁﬂzsﬁrai
7o Mved vl 9 s
St e iy

R B T

oad & ufierd el § 25

e e wouf 4 vl

e el |

1994 9 2006 % dfg Ay

wEEe e T R 18
i

2020

e &
B THEE el A 15 e A
9 e g e |

3 A T A
il w9 | TR
T T AR AT
;-W'aﬂnpl rd:g‘—ir:i‘a.‘r
AL & | T T R
T AT S
T vt e gt el &
i femn ) wE S
R T
B R e R
oy | - st s, g
AT e

ST B2 feTeTrer e,
AsTetlfa ¥ g 0T

A, Fadr s it
mﬂwahi—arﬂqw ST
L 3 T U A Y
S T e e
B i e e T |

i 2009 F TR A
ferlt wmrmm W 7oA
st 3 w3 e i e
St R A A 5
ST SE Y 2012 T
Ty = T gra § 39

et fiwd s o g
ST 1 ST A
e e o B S
AT T T # R A
T | Em-g #® i
et S A e
A A Ao
Tt e 4 2 gen A % o,
T g e
ER el e e e
T S |

gt
ST A0 5 e
1 G A

B

T &

g del
TR 3 e T e
-, et

S 1 A A

- T iR A
- TR AR, e v et fn

8
ORI 3fET el

B (TR | 7R 7 v B N R s & e
A 1A 0 G T e 3 A (e e avel @ 2 S
T TR 15 T T T W o A O e i s
& 3 9 e aof fa v & g 3 e wmts @it @

1 & 1 A e o e

i e 2, <l 3 =) i e e 1 o 21

iferererds Rearem diee we Ao el

TR | Fpsrns e i et s vd o sl b vea
T 3T WAR 5 e s e o i w9 e o
ol s, s ud weele i & e A U e

FRmER 2%

T T R R
el e 18 o = il

| 5 T

T & 1 Eee,
e ) e

| EE e
Tevedh i et & foag
& 9 2 el &

v g

e g R e

BT T B 317

Sk X .
HRPIPRER

i i o &

3 Fed g ot 1
T

THH DG oRE, fgdradaa i

eI BN | e O Tl At 3 A A e
T T S | awﬁm*éimumﬁrdsﬂmw#
o T 3 T mefwﬂﬂ'sﬂ‘[ﬁ

el 42 et w03 a1 A o 9 a6 e 3 -l?ﬁfd
‘-‘fﬂmrsmmmmm@m-‘ram‘mm
i ) gl & oo e gl ot i e A 4

&Yt eareih ot i A diet ereifera

fgl 1 wmw«amwmtm
G o Y A | A e @) agr & s A sl
W a1t a1 | A ot S gt s A W aRRE A
T T e ) e § 1 59 E
st o el feeifen v R T 2 |

G A qYEiBh SaA A FEA A oM

iﬁﬁgjaaﬁmﬁa\rmmw TETHIC T T

TR 1 B A 3T 20 e,

e ot s ) 2 48 e
.9 40 freinites v & el 9 )
A 7aE o A | gl w6 473 i il
71 )1 ifereg s s T i O TE W e &

RId-arifaad gaad-83, srara

ﬁﬁwlmﬁaﬁgﬁmmmmﬁaﬂaavwmﬁﬁ
T & IR A6 W T O PR g N S O PR
e A Rt e 1 ueE v Al e oel 23,
R e T | g o e ol e oo g,
mamﬂmmanﬁm?m e s o
e TS | A 1 AR fi e e el 1

g A R fepRii i Afea

IR SRR 1T A A 4w A wm
TRl @t aive  ar sl aas A g o S &
f o v & o < e
aféfT w0 9 JufeE P A U e e
AT 1 €1 223 % 954 78 A T T T )

R R g dia s abifasim gs

edteer 1 Qe o Feovd & s e v
5 Fi T s i € o it 2y o o At o | el oY
el iR & e e W e 5 T v e ond e i
il ST 2 % T A 2 e e A
! did & 4 et ) <) al @) e ol 2ol ) ard o ) el
Y SR 25 B A s gl ot At o7 A e A 4y

fafim
B

e i

Kanak

1 e ) e

IS ARBIR W oftdet ATt el

ST, HE Hewamn
T S W 12 W
FEE T EA FEEE
Fifen TR B | A e
Fife T 12 T R AT
AT A AR AT |
Arr W uiE e # e
s—v‘-m-{marn's%mw
AR 2
rrﬁmv.;l'd\srr AT A

—Frmmmﬁﬁamhmm
21 o A T T A
e A 4, Al T

A W?ﬁmuﬁiﬂ&tﬁmm#iﬂﬂ!ﬁﬂﬁﬂl

T R T S A B A
T R A AT | 3 R
fr W mEw W nfeen
TR o s

ARS YIS BT 19 TPRY
el I R ¥ U

| 5 e

wsﬁwh it | FEEE
o "Iil' {cﬂf‘#-i [eA|

':Fraﬂf‘fﬁﬁ-'mm

54 T e & o
& 1T A o e Wi
AN A S e A
FRARE | TE T 23 AR

fepeire el
AN DI Hof!

reRta firr (fiwmere w2
TS S R o e
30 TEWE T R A A
e e A e e S |
i 77 fa 375 demeE &
AR A T A |
e, Amar R A
17 ST | T A
AT o5 e e s e
¥ fom e sl ¢ e
T # i e R A
g3 e i i O

EEREEINE PRiE e Uk
T A, T TAH WS 7 U
| S S A
=1 Py = i € a9

= o oy oftem it e Aoy
W Ay o I HE 19 FHA
yarE fom T ) e
ey e o it v e ot
e ¥ e R

FELE | TR AR A
Wi A, M A PR TR,
IR AT T, AT
A T

ERIR g
DI dddR el

n:;u'—ﬁ T TS |
R ITRRIT T R E
He A it v g e
famfarmd A
g 3 20 =i J2 A
wisi W PR ]
e AT A
AR Ao w
=R w3 A
T T AR
St dre =t e
afers HAR 3E F e #
=it e o g

TADIABABTR
' famaoeliern

oEEE | i e e
A & e v A o e
TP TS 9 A T S
Eekicnbed mﬂ??ﬁtq—ﬂ
fereit for Tl w5 2lacie &
T T e v e T E |
T8 ¥ WErR % T
1 7 | A e e
% F i W IE e
6244 (HiF- Wz\ﬂ')ﬂn}r—rw
AT 2 i 5 e
R 3 T wh A
T (A A A e
wiw & 30 A o e )
izt 35 e, v e v |

A i TSI PIAR ST

Ha3 3 31 UftepT b 21 S Hcar

il

e (EteT) (e
i ferere R AT frdt
T&mquaﬂmaﬁwm—w
3e I W WEET AR EE
A RS T e A |
EgETH |

Fararsie | iz = A i
TR TR g

lzlﬂm'-rqﬁhzr'rﬁ

"ii""‘i ﬂ \11 EREA T i I‘-MI #-I
T, S T TR T
w4 < 0 | g T e A
A TR A e fr
FiraeAT o for | T
o T ¥ T AR A
Fra M i are 1 i
A e ferErrE

dqquii 3 3 parel
ol [T DI PRID

agid
W

ST | i A= A i
¥ forer i wforrs 2 g 5
el wh FH wa

8, S T T A A
sl A g
AT A S-S
e ] A R ) e
i HEn I e
™ = A i R
T E, 7T 2
Treaify, S oA AR R
o= & 5 g ool
ﬁnﬂ-{ﬂm#?um— m-:tp

fores Tt 2 o e bt

AT S o AT e e,
sree AR e 3% e
st v T S |

‘1el1e 3R AGAUA D,
N33t at ftensisr

AT, T |
AT 3 99 T2 W T A
T A T Tav
g e ol I
T e E AR A
T ST AT T W
gt v affer e T

T e R e A
T 3 W T T
e 1 A A i 3

T B T FE I U A e o e S
g Foren =t g 1 S
o000 00

9'-t|gr=mnw=r3=ﬁrq7—'l

W 9] 10 HEA TR
P T 4 | el wen o e
F T v S e B e

AT TEE WA o AT Tk R
I 5 T A |
e - g A B R
W T A T

e e U g A

1114.1 F ety lloq R
T[rrqm o9 FAE A A f2ee
Tl 5 wman o g g

nuna]:mrr AT
i A s !F‘I rfrﬂﬁ'ﬂ' T
hrcmma

T 20 = '& 1’«1— #l
T A F | e s
'ammhm‘ﬁr‘rww
32 ey vt 4 T e 8 (50
EF'HWTPTIW‘IHHfI THH
A HT S F A W
o) A A g |

ﬂmﬁmvﬁraﬂﬁaﬁﬂa

it i e v T

CRIE ﬂ' H“IHI %‘ﬂﬂh'ﬂ"’ T H—Uﬂ
nEE T FEE FEm
AR e e ¥ 1 3 10

A T T o A i 18
IAIE 4 | T
A TS A

AN D
IR STl

e U F A A A A
A I
| FARAEA W A
TR H R T

W‘il F 2 § o A
arde w Pl o fuen e
T, G S T T R
o mmﬁnmmm
i A
5 e = A 3 s
e H foan i am E
i AR e F
A

mﬁaﬁwﬂmm

| erteRoTasRorY gfer A diter ot fererar i feran

SR T g

o & | s T ot T o

R R |
mﬁrm’w‘l%#m

et | e w42 & eafa ue 4
B e o ofer 3 it e chmt ot e A

o ol ot
18, TR e

o5t o vt & | s e 2 A Fg, anforamare, fret o o ofem &

& 1gfere e 7 et a7 ) St A et 81
s T, ) o Seads e o T 1 e

1 - e
i s R

TR AT AT 5 U R SRS ) R 6 S 8

a5t 1T % SR g o X

AT AR (G
e A1 el o U 9et 2 2
9 i Fo Ferivedt -ttt @
st & 78 &) i
ST HE A A A
ST ST (T o g
i i e o et B o
it i A e v

TS S |

R A e S e
T e T e £
TR N TR o T
T A MR
1| .melur 2t o e ),
=Tt H F dEiE e

3 e A S A
s R T e
TEATE ] S |
T H AT S T
A # AR FEOAY F T
el wdn & = AT
EaT

{ Ffiren | semnfesh ez sk e, wrdtad B AdE beavad o st

IR gd ¢ H b amaan’lasuiﬁzﬂa

mwwmm

Waﬁm|

m'ﬂ"?ﬂ CiE ! H*-Hl
Esfﬂﬂmyﬁwﬁﬁmm
AT (TR TR
ar et o § o, et o
mqsmrm:mmw
SR |

AT g e
et G e e
\nﬂ‘ﬁ’ﬂm"—’t A B

1 3 | T A o e
o 71 e e B e
WAt E A AT )

[SLE ofce e HFLHL

’ha—h'mmwm—r
ﬁimjﬂmaﬂmmﬁ

e ll'lil'" J"I"'1“. RGEEE
g T AR
<t e o o e, W A
ST S H AT
THE

a2 el 2] 3 el
R e S A s
ElEain e Bl
1 AV Tl 3 7 A )
ST T T
| T

w2 (T ) 3
.mmm-;maww
e e it A = A
rmt—vmmqmﬂdﬂw
1 BT i rm ? I

7 e 9 2R s
T T A A
m?l’ﬂmmamﬂ

T‘fﬂﬁmr':mm-mdr

e E1ETE A AR b AR i e A S Ree 341 q E”éTa o @1 &1 3@ G e 9 e

TR e A A A 8 o A

To | 5% @G &
RN & e W
e it | 31 3R B

il i @ AR b

fip Tl 3770 e &
el 1 Hie g S
e & H 98 o7 A £

¢ @) waE Wil

o o T & 1 G
] ) 0 3R i 9 SR o e
fewe W A ot a o Y

a8
&l |

< | T, TEel AN WIW & A A e

e J6 Al ] i ] 3 8 21 e |

A A i 0w ) fire i R A
) R 7 I e o 41 s 3w
Hte am o e @ ool fom me )

m m F_-I ‘L“ l‘-ial'*-‘l -JI#_Q’I
A AT W
T e = A e E |

T 3 A A
FATET | 2

o
Sk bk e W

T T A AR Tt
¥ | o i T A T
et et i g



=

®

f@caEdrer www.livehindustan.com

cer-gferen

o1 el erferae, 13 9 2026 m

@m&a@lmﬁmﬁiwﬁswm

At SR Hf 1. e
i T (e A
FAIZ ) F WL R 15
wm#wﬁwﬁzﬁmn

v;&"ﬁf i s

mﬁmmwmnm
I T TR T T A T

| W e BIEEA a1 AR
e T e i &1 2019

T T e 3

| et s B e | v @0 T & oo S

4OF 38 7 ]
T 26 3

1 e 3 S e

it 31 3t aueiferel W St & | e, sl
zuza ns Hid 2026 & Al W © 8.7 39 gler
garmsn&mﬂmmﬁﬁmm

iﬂmﬂuam el

T U A W

R

ARIFHETE!

T 1 S S T
0¥ 150 26 s Ui e 0 e
30 | 8 AT 5 4 166 2R
RS e Y W T | e
ol e v 1as e ofy

S W 25% &1 79 o
T
T 2.2

T 1 R e S R 2 M fum A el o dea iR ot
o g A 3 waney o s o 3 S A e Rean 2010 4 08 ga
#Wm&«m&mamﬂmwmmxwﬁmm

g

meaﬁﬂmﬁm
T 300 378 Few & U E |
TRl g s ) Al R
il oo 3 e

I

e 3 Fas 20 491 Y rdargen
1IRRAER A T E
115 91 it ol 6 gl aer
Sl W ] ool s 4
#1 9 wgam, fagowm, i 3

Fireea  SmEfiadl W U € ek w1 Wk 795 3% S 0 Uga g A EERERIE cEE ]
I 92,6 S ST S T ST e R F A I A A 7S I T R
e B i R et ke e e O L e e Uk A P FereTet w1 g Hai 1.1
AR T T SAT T Edsinariboo Edteous I o bion ok bachet o B cnp bl e 2L

fmmfmrww&u
T, O U A
TEFI aﬁ?wm aERAE

tnn 3 }"ﬂm =l =r“:rr1 e qa
T et =t 70 3 e W
R T A
T, I A i W
o T sim wir T
2 R e FE)

SURTEUfer - ltet, 3T 3R 337 Aeiiiordl ot &l bl Wrifasa

3fepI-ge Aaradrae

T A o W SEEr i
I AT 7w A
T I W TR |
A o P Wi o W
T T A O
A1 AR g = e
T e FA I
AT T G
AT T o T A g
e ST I E T |
afrR T e S
= FA 7w T e
o & ] g el R
T o Tenfy o4 & T
i ueﬂ-rchlsn{m-v*%lswr

ﬁR:-lTF?_-'I hr’aﬂaﬁrwﬁﬁ%
el L B e Lo e
wuEi & fig T e
&mﬁﬂﬂaﬁ“"ffmﬂ#
w1 W AR aufE s IEE
TR T AT |

BT | 71 G o Pt
Higd 4w e s

£ A H) (R )
frm )

i s e
B 1 2T TIET 4 YR O SO ERe o e e B |

Tt & ey
W e e R
v e o ) e
= 0 & ST I W
ez i v o et
W i 3a 5 G @l
e Tt 39 el Rl
T o e o
1t w8 e ol <Rl g
I ) P E e e w
el 8 2w fiel
» i A e
mﬂ%%dﬁﬂg;wg
w g e & e e
£ R et ) e

m—‘ﬁm%mﬁﬁaﬁ
A, e sm i

TN A A S A
r-wqm%h HHEN

e & | b S

st St B v

ST R A RS e
AT AR S| w5
WA 3 T & fae

w;ﬁa'r'—uﬁ Buck b een

SRR

qmq'ﬁ’l’-mﬂﬁ i s

Fial i B ws‘i'.l"r.{ -|(II Ao

Q\I"Il' ‘1’I\u T 3T T l“hl
Tormrn & (e w
el b
AT ST s

T -\.-‘tﬂf‘l'-‘.“!'l'-!‘ﬂ"m

T AT A R W o e w1 g T
mﬁmqm’rrrn—-mwfm 7 T A, WA T
SR o AT A A S S A e
Fﬁﬂ‘ﬂr{ﬁrfqiwqﬁ'-l'ﬂéﬂl H clgdlmr-‘ﬂ‘ o v{-‘hﬂ*l‘!!!-l
Fhmm i Wﬂ?\?m‘a‘?ﬂlwﬂ\?

TEA WA BEER A H i e 6 T

d30ch b2 3o, 315U
el ) T e) ol

Wwemaﬁjm
= | -
szrmﬁ'wﬂvm
sl A sl a

Wh«‘#ﬂfmﬂﬁmiﬂmﬂr
v A E, T T
T e e s
TR B A R A
) A S e

3 faeedt, fovm s
A A dmH # omE H
s Gl T ST
P PR N 7 Bl e
AT B AR T 1
R A

T A A
Eoru i il I |
mﬂsmmﬂm
5 e wirery e T o o
WWM
w YT-IF] =1 W WA ° '-.'Fl_
T T = A T
S e o 3 e R Pt
B e T s

faegrsia i ifafra afaa
( #FE) T A SEE A
wWE G 9iAd AfaE ot
Bl e il o
w1 Ferieg amn T | e
iR e T W
A I O W e W
1 S0 21 7 T o T R
YA I | 3 e v
‘ﬁmwﬂwra%d
AT H T
A R F AR FAA |

T = wr v :
FHUH A OTES T 4 0%
sifrfers T st e i
A AR 1 S A A
w71 T 5 TR 9T W&

A W AP B o
YA T A TR |
R, R TR T mﬁﬂﬂ
v, e HaEEs &

e B 3 e i
o 2 T W T
m?;mmﬁa‘l
0 e R e
o el & T R

[eer-ferder =1 °)

HRA- S & dlta s fexar: et
4 faeell | B <o fim Pt A o s rem-wm
wr g &, < v g EHid w s 30 &) 3R O Al &t
TR T i fer e i e e e
ol 9 Pl 3 e, el < st R wo weedife
et e s T 3 S g § MY R 4 ) R

bic LR Rm o b F el T e P e B L

TR | AT v T e g 5 O iR o B & 3

e 9 e e A ol ) 91 e el o T Pt Bl
5 e ) e 2 o &1 2 P ot e e 2 e &
Tarrs ar e + war fo v o @ Feete 20 adfa o s

TR A T8 AT A M e 9 e e i e A
TTA T & i 5 A 9 TR A A 3 e A |

fomrsiftreai b e dRam wem aaglol

T30 | SR YT 5 T T O e ] e e (AR
e -3 e, e Feelberdt oo aity du amnfia e ) & fau

o T o a2 T o sy oA afreamd s A
3 e epr v <) 1 el e e W T W
e T & | S g et b e 9 A o] @ fon el
0 e T R ) T 7 T R |

izl & Felt 12 B3 Bl 397 W91 PREAR
s 1 5 # Pt v o o T it o ot g
wfin gaTs + wf VS AR EER

07 11,824 el ke 2 e e o R | g
ﬂ'ﬁ"ﬂmﬂlwﬁmﬂéw‘?élmésﬁﬂﬂ
2 TR e e e e S R i w
@il & 3 e e dve 3 ad hed fsfing ﬂ:nﬂrd gidl

U5ergen i SeerIm ot e wifad

7 fewedl 11 & i sifien whewshd dasgen i e A &Y
mmﬁﬂm&raﬂwwmﬂﬂswﬁmgsm
ST O s 1§ W 3§ 2 el b dm g g
ﬁa‘li‘éﬂ'l’rcHﬁ%?ﬁlﬁi%ﬂ'ﬂ]ﬁl.g’ﬂﬁm\ﬂﬁiﬁw
78 4| o e < e e e ot e o ot | o ) e
e i 7 1 i e A o e il € o e @)

g e AR B g it PRUER

4 feeel | €81 wman o) e e 3 & wee) &
8 S SHard & R ang & 9 gd i @ e 9@ R
arammamemmmﬁmmmmmmmm
& s gd 812 39 ud A Remta deflein il 3 P & ag
WA A A g R

e i Bl & U o i s za

7 e 1 e o it it i o0t e i ) 39
& 34 ot ol ol e o B o e AT o o e o
TR T T 67 ¥ T g S ofereiv 8 e e
a1 A e Ty o < 2 e o e e R A A A
Tifeafes T T B A o f T 5 T f e A
oy 1 e v s Y & 1 3t i ) e o mmm g &)

R A TR f i vfdasacieg

Pwiver g | 78 s R el 4 e ol v s e fin A wea B o &
e 3 et 9 o g ez 7 TG 21 571 85 5 AT e R T e e,
W i T A | wma@\mmlmmuﬂaﬁm
a1 Tl BE MITH, | g At 7} e QRN CRa o e i A
ma’*ggmm%?g WME'M T SR T e A 2 R
yifie! gt ot B el )
o Pl apuen wois-gaad A /11,28 / 14, 34— 09.08.2028
3w TE R B urna-mmﬁaﬁmwaﬁw Ir;#_[rwﬁ T !ﬁhmrf! W ¥ (T
o o i T
T:thjgﬁ | i m?n:l ﬂﬂﬂ Pt et | Forfarasy ey-d hﬁ-:l I
e A A 7| bty B i L] bl () |Fsitfee (o,
'-!!K‘TIW?. """‘“‘5' 11265466 0607 2026 1036 200 ITIRTOO0

DI R R A el 3ol Retfeds

fereelt, W 1
el B A YA o ey
‘T TR AR A
Fratfen it d) sifvrar st a
T 39 A W S i,
A a@qmﬂm?|

‘Sl'l'?((’hl'ﬂﬂfl"lim\‘ll-h’l?
Tif g Al 9 A o
P TG TH oA W
e &, Fras safsyan
|

Warﬂhvﬁr sr"r-rﬁrm

AT o A T

: T sETEmEmt e s Mﬁmm mqamﬁn it &t wie, urzar- 147401
SRS F T, A AR A g B e R e T T e 010IPR2010S GL3aE1a
WO A W T 2T mﬂmﬂa—ﬁrz?wg’u TR S s g wwwpspel in, (F05 H.: 9ea61-22185)
3 7 E | i 7 T=TEE g AT R P QT W, 382/TRR (37)-401 / ArdmTn e s 12.0fl202e
TSR, S ARTRIRAONS A A 3 pen A S e e W 362 2
S B e e A HsrﬂTﬁFIﬂrﬂl‘it’n Hapadia wdl ¥ 5EF awew wEnl Al "‘""“"’“‘*—”"" T S "‘1{‘ “g hidal ‘“"; ey,
: g B e g P fefer=) SR 36 T S o e gop ™
nﬁ"m:hae—w‘?rmﬂ T 2 H T A mmasm m s = iy didapaisy fuugl
T A S T A (AU ) wmE | mﬂqsm%mﬂ_ﬂ:ﬂ_ﬁi 2, sy v ) 5 v 8RBt sl = 1
TREATE 2R AT A feyen fafpr e T ain i fatiRe i f gw fans e.of202e
FAEHGHAATE | | | (e 1100 ) 5 Mips:ffuem gov.o 71
m T, S At g e oy s o RS RMLBOY N ofevrs i P
5 U T T TE, D M 1079122028271 2522 L T
R f i it o e AT
Ll s e i) FgmE e S
foan e e Ak e e e i W 100260007 FEAT: 12.06.20%6
s ""““““*“‘T‘”’““ ) S R § o 3 s A g 4, AR
Rlalbakibiatd 5 uw (ﬂﬁ ¥ ‘".ﬂ e # Al A e s v g, wew e, ag R
e S T e A i =i gd wen Yo e R ] L LR T ceee—
=% Taeelt, wAEt) smueER  AEiE, EeE dTEA R &mz:rr&mfm’%l FE=fEra s = ﬁﬁﬂ e e
frm e R TR i e i s A mmm‘nﬂ\m‘r igmt.':;_m“' tﬂq\!ﬂ!ﬂ-:ﬂ‘ L
T WA g () A iR e i o s e Prcilibitgitinty [ @ § & ee Rt S
pgar 1 U sl el e &) w4 e wd: R v Rdrsbidme o 2| orsgieer iy dv i 4w fe W o] s
foFT | W73 T T R OGN A R A S i { o - ::‘:;s_ —; £
W N ST UEEA AR A i, e iR e w Foa | P T 50 e At e
05 | CBZESI n are 1w o
ufRazer f&erer 1] T [ i e 2 % o o
: Notice Inviting RFP o7 | TR et e e B W o o
Gowt, ot Bahar NIT No.: 476 AR s 1. feego sniand] IREPS Jamse 4 wwwlnpsgow
Thee Trans port Dug: d Bihar invites | fior "Selection of a vendar Ty &l = wwh B 2. A Rt s a8 oo e

Lyear”

of Publication)

for establishment of Automat p.d Testing Stations. (ATS's} at 4 Identifled places (Aurangabad,
Jeharabad, Nawada & Sahasra) in Sihar Stave including operstson and maintenance of ATS for

The tender document will be available an e-Tendering website [hitps:/y
eproc bl govin), The bidders are requested to submit the requisite Tender Fes,
Processing Fee and EMD along with the propasal throwgh online (Sitps:iefproc 2 bikar gov.in) on
arpelore the Lt date of bid submission. important dates of this RFP sre mentioned below:

Date of upioading N.1.T. & other Documents [onkne} {Date

Tandar

Important Dates
10.06.2026

Date of Prabid Maslmq (umlnep

proposalis) (onlina)

RFF dewnload Start Date (online) and 'I'Imc

Last Data and Time of sendl\g ffve Pra -bi
queriasiclarificalions (onfy through email}

Last Date & Time of submission of proposals
Date & Time of opening Pre -Qualfication & Tochnical

10,06.2026 L 05:00 PM
| 15062025 a1 05:00 PM
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SATRAPI'S SWAY
OVERINDIA

zen

tors and graphic novelists in

India and the world.
SEEPAGEN

ESSONS

~ WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO TRAVEL RESPONSIBLY IN THE ERA OF
~ CLIMATE CHANGE? THE ICY WILDERNESS OF SVALBARD, THE
~ EARTH'S FASTEST-WARMING PLACE, HOLDS SOME ANSWERS

THINK

Alex McKay on the
significance of Mount Kailash

. TASTE
Chef residencies are
the new flavour

SPORTS

At the World Cup, will the three
footballing greats deliver?
BOOKS

The romance of the
Indian monsoon
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SHALINI UMACHANDRAN

Top of the world,
centre of a crisis

ROHENI NILEKANI

e e LT

h = i S L

The Arctic Circle had seemed extremely remote and no more
thana cariosity until I came across British filmmaker Temujin
Doran’s documentary, North, about a decade ago. s shot in
Svalbard in the Arctic Circle, about 1,300km from the North
Pole and among the northemmost places where people live,
whichmakesit quitea novelty. It's also one of the places
where climate change was first recorded; as early as 1918, a sci-
entist took temperatures as well as recorded tales of warmer
wintersand disappearing glaciers from hunters, fishers and
whalers, research whose importance was superseded by the
demands ol the Cold Warand the race to secure region’s coal
and petroleum reserves.

For us miles away and quite warm in India, th
scape of snow, frozen waterfalls, polarh
Beluga whales and various shades of white is hard to imagine.
We've probably watched time-lapse videos of glaciers retreat-
ing, shuddered, and worried briefly before moving on. But all
our livesare governed by what happens inthe Aretic; it influ-
ences the life-sustaining monsoon that has just set inover
India. Svalbard has been at the centre of the climate debate for
overacentury, and Rohini Nilekani recently travelled tois
wild east coast in pursuit of polar bears. She tries (o reconcile
thebreathi; gromance and beauty of the Arctic wilderness
with her lurking awareness of the advance of climate change
in her essay for Lowige. While the fear rans deep, itis
deeply hopeful piece, pointing out that though there is great
urgency, weare not powerless and that we have agency,
Elsewhere in the issue, we address the question of responsi-
ble tourism—should we be travelling to these fragile land-
scapes just because we can? We record the annual eleaning of
aspring-fed lake that sustains a Kashmiri cor
report on the vicissitudes Indian farmers deal with every sea-
son, mast of them bevond their control or imagination but
g their work on the ground, an(l review Stephen
s new book on the monsoon., I vou're not glued to the
Waorld Cup, there's plenty toappreciate in Lownge,

Write to the editor at shalini.onachandranalivemint.com
@ ceshalindumachandran

YOUR
FAVOURITE
WEEKEND READ E

NOW THROUGH
THE WEEK

Does loyalty at work
matter in the Al era?

generation creales its own def
For Gen Xers,
Ity was pereeiveed
as the outcome of good compensation

an of lovalt
professional loy

FIRST
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NEW ON SCREENS

A Spielberg film featuring extraterrestrial cover-ups, Mexico's

first stop-motion animation film, and other titles to watch

BACKROOMS
A furniture store owner (Chiwetel Ejiofor) and his the
discovers aseemingly endless series of rooms in the

hits of the year, (In theatres)

ist (Renate Reinsve)
ment. This psycholog-
ical horror film by 20-year-old Kane Parsons has become one of the surprise

1AM FRANKELDA

1800s is approached by a prix
save the kingdom, Arturo A
mbyriz's [ Am Frankefda

(Netflix)

Ayoung writer in Mexico in the mid-

lea’s first stop-motion animation film,

This 2024 documentary is

Serradoesn't shy aws

AFTERNOONS OF SOLITUDE
alookat the
professional life of Andrs Roca Rey, a
prominent matador. Director \Ih-:-rl

ity of bull fighting, but brings a disi
ing beauty to Rey’s work, (MUBI

DISCLOSURE DAY

Steven Spielberg returns to one of
his pet themes in this film about the
government covering up evide
of extraterrestrials, Spielberg’s
interest in aliens was rekindled by a
2017 New York Times investigative
article on the Pent sUFO
programme. The cast includes
Emily Blunt, Josh O'Connor, Colin
Firth, Eve Hewson, Colman
Domingoand Wyatt Russell, Also
part of the film are two of
Spielbeng's longestserving
collaborators: Janusz Kaminski
handles the cinematography, and
the music is by the peerless John
Williams. Screenplay by David
Koepp, who wrote Jurassic Park
and Warof the Warlds for
Spielberg, (In theatres)

Comgiledd f Uy Bhatia

How to choose a gym
that fits your budget

lorig-term gym is one of the most
ritical choices you will make in
vour litness journey, writes

Pulasta Dhar, and there are very few

The best stories from
livemint.com/mint-lounge
from the week gone by

&

Eloungeadivenint.com
@ amind founge
B livemintiownge

Jobproviding am

and consistent elevation along the cor-
porate ladder. But then came the m
nials and Gen Zs and gave the ideaaspin,
With the stead
tion of Agentic
organisational workflow,
Joh ] on repetitive
tasks are being made
rechundant, writes Somalk
Ghoshal. As automation has become
fromt and centre in the global workforee,
the promise of a secure job has turned
intowishful thinking and Gen Z too isn't
consumed by the idea of job stability,
going by surveys and reports. Without a
nse of stability, does
lovalty to a company matter?

gyms that will give you evervthing you
want, The decision about the gym that's
best for you isn'tjust about equipment or
space; italso includes fac-
tors like price, distance
from your home orwork-
place, and the operating
hours, Advanced and
experiencedathletes may
notneeda lotofec
trainers, but beginners will need more
kinds of equipment to learn various
exercises, and the motivation of a larger
space withother people to keep return-
ing to the gvm. Dhar tells you how to find
a gy that will make your workout a
thing to look forward to.

mentorthe help ol

An insider’s cynical
view of cinema

only two
films old but there is a pattern, If his
debut film Mudandan Unni Associades is
aboutadogged liwverwhowould stop at
nothing to accomplish his insu e
scam, hislatest Molhvaeood
Times is about another
obstinate voung man, Vin-
eeth Madhavan (Naslen),
an aspiring Malavalam
filmmaker. It’s a cynical
insider’s view of the world of cinema
with uncompromising characters,
vicious businessmen and unforgiving
mindsets. The film's thesis is that the
world of cinemais ludicrous, savage and

mostly unserupulous. Mellyiwood Times,
is

bout the dark underbelly of the flm
industry, writes Aditya Shrikrishna,

PLAN THE WEER

AHEAD

SCULPTED FROMSCRAPS

new exhibition pays trib-
utetothe legacy of Nek
Chan Saini, the man

behind Chanedi
Rock Garden, Visitors get to seée
aseries of sculptures, which
highlight the artist s ability 1o
transform discards into works of
[ ndurlng: tlll ural significance.
Bornin 192 sned the
Chandi Al Projectin
1950, Working inthe northern
eilge of the city, he got acoessto
materials and space necessary
forr his art, He would collect
stones from the Shivalik Hills,
iscarded ceramics from neigh-
ng villages and pebbles
from the riverbeds of Patiala Ki
Rao and the Ghaggar to build his
imaginative worlds.

At Adeara Modern, Colaba,
Mumnbai, till + Julv, Tuesday to
Satwrday, Ham-6.30pm,

A QUEER THEATRE FESTIVAL

une is all set to host a queer
P theatre festival, SatRang

\‘[diml\.l Ltocoincide with
International Pride Month,
While 12 performances will be
held across six days at the
Shreeram Lagoo Rang Avkash
blackbox theatre, a series of
\.\ul‘i{‘dlnp and panel discus-

swill take place at the Rang-

e majority of the pro-
ductions have not be
the city before, It isa festivi
and by the LGBETQ+ community.
The audience wi II el Lo See per-

suchas Marathi, Hin
English

At Maharasitra Cultural Cen-
tre, Pune, from 16G-21 Jure.

—Compiled by Avantika Bliyan

Football's evolving
tactical landscape

he World Cup has just begun, and
as we enjoy its biggest, most
expanded version, it's a good time:

to take alookat the history of oneof the

world's most popular games. Aflter
World War 11, the game changed a fair
bit outside of England with players
adopting new patterns,
tactics and innovations,

The struggle between
offence and  defence
played out slowly at first,
but the coming of televi-
sion and live broadeasting of games into
homes transformed the game quickly.

Englangl’ Slossto Hungary led tothe:
rise of what is today called analytics. In
thisexcerpt from The Shortest Historyof
Football, Brian D. Bunk explains how
rule changes and fre: proaches
resulted inthe game we watch today.

O THE COVER: PHOTOGRARH BY PIET VAN DEN BEMD.
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Alongroadto becoming ‘Antiboy’

A monthly column on backlisted
books that have much to offer in
contemporary times

Dutch writer and
artist Valentijn
Hoogenkamp deals
with the difficulties of
coming out as non-
binary in his memoir

;hﬁ"ghmna@mrmcr livemint,com

nan undated but not too distant

past, Duteh writerand artist Val-

entijn Hoogenkamp, who now
identifies as non-binary and uses

the hey/him pronouns, discovered

that he had the deadly BRCIA gene muta-
tion, inherited from hismother. The latter
had ovarian cancer, \\Iu: h }hm,g{-nk,.lm]:
at the
ed susceptible to having breast can-
the
Considering this grim prognosis,
instead of living under & sentence, Hoo-
genkampdecided to get a double mastec-
tomy and hysterectomy after hismother
died. He had a “sweet bovfriend” at the
time, a man named Mort, who had
pledged not to leave him no matter the
outcome of the procedure, and a close
friend, Charlotte, who held his hand
through the days of surgery and a long,
hard recovery, But by the time Hoogen-
Teamp woke up in his hospital bed, some-

thing had radically shifted at the core of

hisbeing.

Tt wasn't so much that he had become
someone else—rather, it wasas though the
person who had been hiding under layers
of flesh, Blood, sinews and years of sockal
conditioning had suddenly broken free
and emerged into the world.

Hoogen p's slim memoir, Antiboy,
opens with him in the hospital bed as
“Antiboy,” the new name he chooses for
himself. It's a heart-wrenching story,

whinm: and novelistic by turn, that
doesn't fit into neat narratives of coming
out. Hoogenkamp doesn't get lopsurgery
because he wants to transition into
another gender, Rather his decision isdic-
tated by circumstancesthough eventually
unlocks a truth he had kept
within himself for s "L ebon't jus
tosurvive,” as he says at one point, “some-
thing wants to reveal itself.”

Coming out is a deeply private experi-
ence, Each individual must negotiate its
fallouts (for invariably, lht-r(‘ are fallouts)
. But coming

ot as non-hinary is probably even harder,
bothwithin and outside of the queer com-

to be gender non-conforming is much
lower, compared towhat L, Gand T stand

Coming out as non-binary is
hard, bath within and outside
of the queer community.

GETTY IMAGES

What drives ambition?

A fortnightly column
about emotional well-being

Expanding ambition
beyond work to how we
parent, care, and live
helps us create a

more meaningful life

e of my favourite guie

therapy sessionsis toa

todefine what ambition means
for them. It's a question that has Fisci-
natesd me for years,

I have recognised that it's a fall
believe that evervone defines success,
happiness or ambition in the same way.
Infact. the more we understand the lens
and the stories that shaped people’s
ambition, the hetter we get at connecting
with them,

Having started work in 2005, what
ambition means froma gender lens has
changed significantly over the ye
still hear woine
me how being seen ibitious getsin
the way of dating, partnered relation
shipsand friendships. When men choose
careers in thearts, social change or ficlds
not traditionally associated with males,
peopleoften judge them as lacking ambi-
tion. This in turn leads to a dichotomy
where ambition is often perceived as
either good orbad.

0 1 narrow definition of
ambition can lead to biasesand mythsin
howwesee ambition. One of the b
miyths ng ambition purely fi
Career perspective.

O professional lives and care
parrt of ourambition, but [see aml
being much bigger, It extends to how we
live, how we want to engage with the
world, the kind of life we want to build,
our relationship with money and the
impact wewant m h.m.' Wi |lh uur\.\:}rk

At itsheart, s E in
riving luu:misu'h;ll
goaland then wor

Our biggest unmet needs often fuel cur deepest ambition

towardsit in away that aligns with your
values. This ambition could be the pur-
suit of excellence inene's work, being the
bestina field, recognition, fame, money,
or bringing change in the world.

ITwe choose to not be open and eunr-
ousabout what ambition means foroth-
ers, we can missoul on the goals, mean-
ingand the values people are attriby
to their ambition.

Twas about eight orten vears old when
Imade up my mind tobe a psychothera-
pist. I recognise that my father's illness

7]

and irf:{;uvnl he

felt my only goal was to create a safe
space where people could talk, share
their fears, and be listened to. I remem-
ber my mum telling me that if vou have
listened, offered hope and impacted one
person's life, that’s enough.

As I'write this, I wonder if sometimes
our biggest unmet needs fuel our ambi-
tion. A client of mine says she came from
afamily where getting even two mealsa
clay was achallenge and her ambition has
been to make money soshe can eat what
shelik e wants.

Another client mentions how she v
aised by parents who believed that the

ESTOCKPHOTD

only way to be successful was to be the
vone’s line of work so that's what
ng needs 1o be. While evervone who
is ambitious is achievement driven, it's
not necessary that everyone iscompeti-
tiv

How we define achievement and the

outcomeswe look for are very subjective,
( Jur:lmhju" W e m‘llldn'\\'hat ki n:ln[':!

parents or pe ing.

Society often forgets that a large partof
determined by these values. In
often remind clients that how
theircareer has progressed isa function
E 3 i!u'llItlim.uﬂ.,.lni‘u’ﬂinml

A good gquestion to ask ourselves is:
What are your ambitions—regar
personal growth, career and rel
life at the stage of life youare in?

As I have gotten older, I have cometo
realise that my father's iliness for over
two decades gave me an ambition for
that goes far bevond my career.

Sonali Gipta is a Mumbai-based psy-
chotherapist and awthor.

forin the alphabet soup, When it comes to
chosen pronouns, people default to going
by theopticsof what someone “looks like”
and ohjections are met withsnig-
gersoroutright hosti
According (o a ll1|||11 Wation survey
conducted by market research company
Ipsos in 2021 (the time Antibo)
around 1-3% of global adults i
non-bing Tgender non-
conforming. Public awarenessofthe exact
meaning of these terms, the report adds,
is commensurate with the above numbers
(whichis less than 5%). The Fact that gen-
de] existsonaspectrum and ishecoming
v il with the younger gener-
et tobe fully grappled with byan
Iming number of people.
nkamp's experience of coming

into his chosen sellis harrowing and trau-
th-u t nuju a mlmm']lkmh:- Neth-

lll (- rights are sus-
|\f‘n.fln l ina Iurllk:nf]:;lrt -recognition and

5
As Hoogenkamp reckons with the
changes in his anatomy, he remembers
vignettes from his past, especially the
| travesty that had preceded his
aperation. A renowned cosmeti
he consults makes no secret of
proval of Hoogenkamp's :Jm.
have implants. “Ae:
cally undesirable” is
how he describes such
an outcome, while
insisting that a pretty
girl like Hoogenkamp
deserved nothing less
than the lifelike r
casof her glorious
ural b s “I'vecome

here with a high risk

factor for cancer,” Hoo-

genkamp recalls, “and

the doctor'sidea of con-

solation is to keep on
telling me Iwon't be ugly
afterwards.”

Other doctors urge
him to have a baby before
undergoingh ‘-lr-a\*ﬂr:im But the patie lﬂ
cannot be persuaded. When he asks
dying mother for advice, she asks h
stick to the seript: Be with Mort and build
alife of domestic bliss, complete with chil-
dren. Hoogenkamp's mother had also
endured a loveless marriage toa good but
unexciting man for the sake of her chil-
dren. It is only with her final wish—to have
I Want to Break Freehy Queen blasted out
ofanamlifier as her coffinis lowered into
the ground—that she decides to draw
attention to whashe actually was.

However, life has been different for
Hoogenkamp—from his childhood expe-
rience of being bullicdat school for being
anoddball, toarocky coming of age, to his
'Itill!]l.l][lidll'l(‘l'('& % that had

he writes

learned,”
realise after much privation that “my sex-

one point, only 1o

Medium Tall s

Wu

uatl orientation was being wanted. [ was

sick to death of feeling unwanted,”
becoming
ribreaks,
When he stubbornly embraces his breast-
lessiess and the spiky short hairto go with
it, he disappoints Mort, who can no longer
recognise the person he was once madly in
love with. "I tried to explain to Mort that |
] ed 1o women, bit also 1o him,
v didn't matter to me,”
Amp writes,
matter tome, just like it
that I no longer felt like awoma
Despite taking care of Hoogenkamp as
he recuperates, Mort refuses to hold
hands with him in public
for fear of being labelled
gy, Behind closed doors,
heisnolonger attracted to
Hoogenkamp sexually,
Antiboy's most intense
emotional  upheaval
comes from Slimane, with
whaom he had, a lifetime
ago, a torrid leshi
Inthe present ofthe na

Hoo-

but he said it should
ite r(-lllnhlm

=

r-

rative, * ane has tran-
sitioned into a man, but
remains clusive and

unpredictable asever. It
is by reviving their
friendship and through
the gentle ministrations
of the devoted Charlotte

| that Antiboy begins to find the ground

under his feet again, People congratulate
him as iF e bas been bor again, but that's
not really what he wants.

The book ends with the author going to
visit his grandmother, \\Im hasdementia
With his maen's
heislikeastranger to the elderly woman.
Nothing helps, not even a framed photo-
L,r.lph limq.,mknmpl|uJ-[I~. 1|||Iu tmr her.

words, that il find the
onewill come back,” he

zht words, every-
s abjectly,

e to haunt con-
temporary India, where despite the legiti-
macy that has come to LGETQ- rights in
the recent past, the Transgender Person's
Amendment Act of 2026, has given a body
blow to the right to selF-determination of
gender, le
ple in a psychological and emotional

| limbo,

Are quick recipes for real?

Blend this, grind that—
recipe reels on your
social media feed aren't
always as easy in real life
despite those hacks

rituparma roy@partner Ivemint com

g specilically in search of dinner

ideas. Anel then, bam, someone popped
uponmy feed toconvinee me that “it just
took 15 minutes to cook dinner.”

From that five-ingredient recipe, 1
didm’t have two ingredients handy, one
needed to be soaked overnight (so much
for 15 minutes!), and another was a
kitchen gadget I've never owned because
of seriousspace cons

My In\'{m"m: feed is s
And it lookslike everyone is
rch n!'lh'n two-minute re
three-ingredient tiffinid
ture-perfect dish that smehow ma NAZEs
1o look effortless, while requiring more
effort than most seasoned cooks are will-
ing Lo putin.

But nobody is talking about the
labour behind all the prep work. The
chopping, soaking, ating, clean-

I twasa long day, and I was doomscroll-

ingand the dozen little tasks that some-
how never make it into the final reel.
work, domestic responsibili-
the uding planning those three
e al» finding the time and energy o
recreate seemingly easy recipes feels
unrealistic,

Misha Paul, a writer and marcom con-
sultant in Mumbai, often scroflsthrough
renwhen aree-

adding she ismindful of her food choices
andl pays close attention to her nutri-
tional goals. “For something as basic as
IL'.m 1]:r|.|u, m\wl[!n:‘nuk it

Iulm.(ums\ ree :c-\.\hurclhi‘
issautéed with garlic, spread acre
pan, and topped with cracked eggs. Hilie
to think of it as a healthy pizza,” Relata-
hility matters, and therefore she book-
marks recipes that areactually achieva-
ble after a busy work day.

dramat
mul:’um

1.1||)h<}|i|1m1 rmu alm-.«mmh- £
vear, points out the equipment to cred
sochanged. “There was no
shoot recipes it T did not have a
proper camera back then.” She still pre-
ferstopost recipes with photos and cap-

tions onsocial media, but agrees reels are
far more approachable. “They work
when you have the basic understancd
of the concept. But overall, these qu
recipes are a hook and often feel like ;
blatant lie, especially for those who know
the whole drudgery of cooking.”

Then there isanother category of tec-
ipe content altogether, one that wants
you toslow down. A particular favourite
I Rural Culsine, an Ieanian village cook-
ing page on Instagram, where a home
cook prepares elaborate dishes from
| 5, hreads and cakes, stews
1 baklavaon awood-fired stove,

»recipes are anything but quick, but
that is precisely the point. Theappeal lies
inthe mood, the storvtellingand the pro-
duction. But trad-wife creators like Nara
Smith, whose reels have become synony -
mous with making everything by hand
(she even makes her own cake sprinkles
from scratchl), raise the fundamental
question—no matter how immersive and
“intentional” they might be, are they
l'!.’.l”\ s

making the "h
chocolate mousse” with just two ingredi-
ents, No, there was no cream. His hack
was hot water. And then he conveniently
skipped mentioning the type of choco-
late to use. and the temperature of the
water. Now, do lreally want #his healthy
mousse?
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TOOL KEEPER

This tote keeps every
essential—from seeds to
trowels—within reach
and makes gardening
feel effortless. Available
on Gardeners.com;
$69.99,

N THE DO
.II f elwen eleven

Bandhani shirt
This relaxed silk shirt with
Bandhani dots will be an
elegant addition to his
wardrobe, Available on
1-1Lin; 30,000.

TUNED IN
Stylophone 51Pocket

Synthesizer

Afun, nostalgia-filled gift
that retains the charm of
the OG Stylophone while
incorporating new tech.
Available on Moma.org;
¥4,200.

POWER CHARM
Fullord Masai Bracelet
Inspired by the spear, this
gold-diamond bracelat
makes for an eye-catching
accessory besides beinga
modern talisman. Available
on Fullord.com; CHF 9,950, ’

|
~

".‘ COM
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HOW TO LOUNGE

Celine Messenger Bag

For those who like logomania
and bright colours, this stylish
leather crossbody is fit for quick
meetings and travel. Available
on Celine.com; ¥ 1.76 lakh.

PUPRY LOVE
Paul Smith ‘Dogs’
Socks

Add a bit of whimsy and
colour to dad dressing
with these playful dog-
print socks. Available on
Paulsmith.com; $30.

Crocs Dylan Clog

Crocs that could walk into the
office and out for a casual meeting
without looking out of place. Avail-
able on Crocs.com, $54.99.

Impeccably tailored,

b this suit is made of
Délave silk, linen

. twill and features
' metal buttons.
Available on Brunel-
locucinellicom;
around 5 lakh.

TIME FOR STYLE

TAG HEUER F1SOLAR-

GRAPH X INDY 500

This light-powered
limited-edition

b¢ watch has ablack

opaline dial that
features a brown
flange with a

60-second scale.
Available in

stores, £2.25 lakh.

mint

DOL SIGHT
89019

Travelling for a World
Cup match? This leather
cover capturing soccer
action is just the thing.
Available on Lowisvuit-
tan.com; 45,500,

These ultra-light titanium frames
bring together minimalist Danish
design and retro vibes. Available on
Lindberg.com; around ¥50,000.

Compitlee by Pocsjer Sinigh

CHEF'S KISS
I ast week, whena friend took me

out tolunchat Jthe fine-

dining restaurant located on the
premises of Humayun World Heritage
Musenm in Sunder Nursery, Delhi
expectedacty ry delight to remem-
ber. Afterall, this establishment is the
brainchild of chef Manish Mehrotra,
whose tasting menu at Indian Accent
is by far the best meal 1 have ever had.
But little did I imagine the variety :
subtlety of lavours that would
miy tastebuds, Persanally overseen by
Mehrotra, each of the three courses
proved to be perfection on a plate
exquisite without being flashy, the
ingredientsd ing the senses and
the mind. ) s
miutton roast with caper afoo bfarta,
served with chilli chutney and reshmi
perratfa. Aslow cooked masterpiece
that calls for slow savouring and
meant forevery season.

Semmvark Ghoshal

WHAT'SIN ARING?

with pearls, w

“n!f.u :1;:;:[-

was: a beautiful gold-|

onling
they fin,
and [
power of persistence.

'\m!hll!j.. T |1!'!’L weeks

onthsago, while watching a fashion
show, [spotted a model wearing a ring

h moved with every

gesture. The sho st couldn't recall
where it was from. T nt me downan
internet rabbit hole d every possible
kevword combination: “pear] droppings”,

1,

[hrt]m:h the .\rnnp.l.ll “(bhllt‘— nd thereit
atedd silver picce with
peard drops. But my size was sold out, hoth

al requests,
»one forme,

now patting mysellon the back for my

~Pouja \Mgﬁ

MANGO JOY

angoes are miuch-loved across the
country but ther nething
particularly sweet about the annual

Mango Party at Bengaluru’s Ranga Shankara
theatre. Itssimple enough: Every person
attending—no matter how young or old—
brings lkg of washed mangoes which are
added to acommon pool at the café

vou pick any nlunl)vr\nu ll]« thm:s{ ]

fruit. La
and friends
theatre .mmavmu
20 years, the Mango Party has become more
elaborate but at its heart it rem, lovely
way toshire memaories about a fruit that's
near universally loved,

—Shalini Umachandran

|STOCKPHETD

DREAMING OF GAMESTRATEGY
ast weekend, L attended a work-
shopitolearn Go, astrategy bog

trategy board

game where two players compete

toclaim territory b

+placi
white stones ona grid, While it

IJLM- and

natec in China around the 4th century
BC, T got to know Goas Baduk through
Rorean dramas. In The Glory (20022),
Song Hye-kyo's Moon Dong-eun talks
about the game’s quality of allowing
your bo build and guard vour house in
silence, all while trying to dismantle

S0
B
part of a birog
been conduc

eone else’s, Organised by Da Bom-
community, this workshop was
erexperiment Lhave
ng. For most of my life, 1

wasconvineed that gaming was not my

before declaring my:

. Lately, Thave been trving things

I unfit for them.

During the workshop, our instructor
warned that we would dream about
patterns and territory captures after

playing it onee. He was

ight.
Shvephrali Bhatt

STREAM OF
STORIES
RAJA

SEN

Gelting by
with some help

‘The Four Seasons’ has plodded on like a persistent friend we're grateful for.

anounce, given that I've been off the sauce for a decade, but the very

et that she isn’'t having a m‘[m I oW \backs ol
drinking duels and dubious decisions, and ofa Champagne bottle that kept
comically bouncing offa Bandra wall instead of, politely and spectacularly,
shattering against it Yet here we sitata breakfast table, speaking with fetish-
istic fashion about chemex coffee, sober as a day-—and fiercer friends than
BVer,

That deserves a toast. As we get older,
our own needs, friendships change sha smves Fall by the wayside, Ride-or-
die friendships metamorphose into oceasional catch-
change, what we like changes, and camaraderie doess
unconditionally. In this overcommunicated age, it takes effort to mq
the people who matter know they matter. The Four Seasony (Netflix), a show
about friends who vacation together, dropped its second season last week. It's
about endships that carry oneven as they, like us, aren’t what they used to

M v drinking partner has not been drinking. This should not affect me

nd less patient and more mindful of

arry forward as

I ey's Hn Fe unr.':m-mm was based ',u]u\ .iJI\'

character names .ll'ldl‘h.ll..l
certos that hold the narrative in plm-—th.n it ﬁ‘ir 1|k:-.lmn rrln‘dd 1 Iw;:u
mary {illTer(‘nw(mwth'll my non- {Irmlnng Fnend]n.lthvdl Mh.tl Fi l“| fi

was rlm\\'m'ng,\ltm'(ll 1
That macde the TV
friends while they still laugh among us, ending a smartly writt
damp note, Thisseason—one without the most dynamic character Gind the
higgest star)—was always goi
and straightforward w,
Friend who we're grate
the chin, In the serf
everybody is searchi g of meaning.

Like babies. “At first we didn't want them,” sighs Danny, played by a flam-
bovant Colman Domingo, speaking about having babies with his hushaned,
“We weren't willing to give up our youth, beauty or freedom the way you all
didl.” Hisbest friend Rate, played by Fey, answers
back on behalfof all paren ©
1 usiing any of that stulfany- i .y

e Fowr Seasons has plodded on like that persistent
es plans again and again, m\i-nakmgahunuu

Rate is married to Jack (Will
Forte), a repressed manwho
refuses to conlront his
anger. Danny ismarriedto |
Claude {(Marco Calvani)
whocouldn't hide a feel-
ingif he tried. Their
Nick {Steve Carell) h
passed on, bequeathing
them the company of his
ex-wile Anne (Rerri Kenney-
) as well as his pregnant ~
girlfriend Ginny (Erika Henning- it :
sen) whois voung enough to hike S
harder thant Iw-uld people behind her.

The inte ;;.|houl this season is that every
they don

“haracter feels like

right,” says Rate
about that complicated I‘hvrt' ism l.l H{‘} omee song about that.”
There may not be a song about any of these highly relatable issues, to be fair,
the stuffthat affects marriages and friendships, the thingswe don't talk about
and the things we talk about too much, th t that we're all just making up
the rulesas we're stumbling along na bedand
breakfast. “Newshart shit,” she says, referring to the great old sitcomand con-
ng herstreak of dated pop-culture references that I personally love, (Last
seasomn, she spoke about Zeliz)

She wants to do this with Danny, but Danny is moving to Italy, where
Claude is immeasurably more cool and take-charge and bossy, a man in his
element who can'talways translite hissentiment in an Ametica amused by
his mercuriality. Everyone in what Jack would call “the core group” is I3
ekindoft ion to the next chapter. This, too, isa belicvable
tion: ifwe turn the page briskly enough we may not notice how sloppily
wi wrote the kst one,

Domingois fabulous as Danny, avain man understanding that he's getting
older. Fey (like Alda in the original) gamely plays the mostannoving ch
ter, while Kerri Kenney-Silver's Anne is great at plaving the mos hly
unhinged—though, honestly, who among us has not wanted to hide legal files
in the refrigeratorinstead of looking at them? The best performar
from Colvani, from his spirited Roberto Benigni impression to his
coolth toan unforgettable sight-gag involving Danny’sauntand a
dispenser. Bravo,

Carrving on The Four Seasons posed a challenge since it wasn't based onan
intelligent and nuanced film, but onits aftermath. Somehow though, that
malkies this second season feel more relatable and less cliched. Tteaptures
more of the between-the-lines tension of Alda's underrated movie than the

isis less about marriages and more about individual angst.
E ause we, like thes crying out for reinven-
tion. Ye: 1o softly reminds us that it may be more worthwhile to go
back to who we were instead of the 2.0 version we keep striving for. Here's to
those [riends who keep us classic.

Raja Sen is a eritie, sereviuriter and coltennist, His first play, a suereder mys-
fery called The Simla Affair, recently opened in Delhi. He is ewrrently writing a
horror film.
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When art serves purposes of propaganda

| PAST
PARTICIPLE

MANU S
PILLAI

ometime inthe 18 #0s, an artist in
ajasthan porteayed amother and
her child. 1t was a motif popular
across India—of a woman breastfeeding
herinfant, asin bronzes and pictures of
Yashodaand Krishna, Yet something
about this specific painting was unusual.
The subjects were rather pale in com-
phexion, with light brown hair. The balwy
was fermale, \\l'.mn;llmpe'dn mg:-.m(l
-.|10I'|III;,,(

ble any
l'\\'it"h

s, the artist lefi
identity of the dignd
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ish figur “Victoria

ry:

Maharani”, queen of Great Britain.
always been one of the me
es ol history. The

image deseribed above isa case in point.
Had the real Victoria—who presided
over acourt inwhich, the joke goes,
even displaying one’s ankles was scan-
dalons—viewed this “portrait”, she'd
probably have suffered a concussion.
And yet, incolonial India, increasingly
under British control, a local artist was
attempting to “Indianise” herasa relat-
able, maternal figure. He {1]:mh.|l)l\
neverseena picture of the lady. This
explains why, while the actual Victoria
had a full, round face, his *maharani”is
positively geometrical. Of course, he got
the complexion and such de Or-
rect, but even so had to depend a greal
deal onimag on, Yet in the end,
what is interesting is not whether the

image offers a convincing likeness,

monarch had entered local artists
i view \llﬂ}.{‘ﬁl@-’l}.ﬂ‘ﬂl\ ing aware-

m ll'.
s entirely possible that this
work was commissioned by an English-
Locast lht-quw.n
positive light among “natives”. Allerall,
art has always served propagandistic
purposes. In 1818, for instance, Benja-
min West produced a grand canvas,
marking a key moment in Indian his-
tory. Init we see an enthroned Mughal
emperor, Shah Alam 11 handing over

revenue rights over Bengal to Robert
Clive, It isa durbar scene, with gravitas
anil drama. ‘nll]n-,ltlu il event in 1765
was less prepossessing. As Williarm Dal-
s, the transfer ook place

which for the occasion had been ho
ontohis dining room table” and cov-

eredwith a bedsheet. But if that was |I1.1-
v triath, imperial narative

he artisty
n l!w\1u}..lhl]‘»lhc'ruwl\us
were no aliens to sell-serving depic-
tions. Some 200 vears before West'
painting of Shah Alam, the latter's
ancestor Jahangir appeared ina work.
Init heis shown handing overa book to
aSufi—whose company he loftily pre-
fers—while the Ottoman sultan and
Ring James of Britain queue up, in
almost supplicant positions. Instantly
the picture flatters Jahangir as politi-

ing political figures of
his age. Another g ing shows the
same emperor shooting an arrow at the
impaled head of his Fnu inthe Deo can,
the African general Malik
triumphant portrayal. Except that for
over two decades the Mughals had
tried—and failed—to vanguish Ambar.
And far from having his head severed
for target practice, the Deccani hero
lived comfortably to old age, secure in

A Benjamin West painting showing Robert Clive receiving the land revenues of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in 1765

his own territories.

Artalsoallowed Indian grandees to
present themselves to different audien-
ces, inspecial, strategically tailored
Asingle Travancore rajah in the
it~ Islthu‘ntun thus assumed three
avatars, living as he did at the intersec-
tion of several political cultures,

Inone mini hram T
appedrsin Per ate attive, with Row-
ing robes, seated on his throne—here
the Malavali prince appeals to an older,
but dying court tradition inspired by the
Mughals, Inanother, the same ma
presents himselfin an English suit—this
one adver his s a con
uent of the emergent colonial power
structure, As if to leave no doubt in our
minds, several appurtenances of mod-

nal

| ernity are on display: a clock, a haok,
and so on, And in the third Uthram Tir-

| umalis bare-chested, launting a sacred
thread across the torso, Forin this
image, he caters to a very local, Brah-
minical ideaof kingship, as a Hindu
monarch serving his de amore sta-
ble, Inn;.td.uulm;..u-\in'ntof| rovial
identity.

Think ofit a little bit like politicians

toclay. In the North-East a national
leader might sport a tribal headdress
before addressing a rally; in Tamil
Nadu, he might parade about ina veshis;
and in Maharashtra he could just aseas-
ily pose ina Peshowa-style turban. It isn
simmickl much as politi mal-
ling—precisely what historical figures

| did through art, Incleed, art could even

Decoding the mystery
of Mount Kailash

hechange in environment
wasstark. From the lonely
offshore oil rigs of the
freezing North Sea, Alex
McKay. who was then in
his 208, landed in the oppressive heat of
the subeentinent, rubbing shoulders with
the multitude in unreserved train com-
partments and surviving on maodest bud-
gel l'-.(Jf\c'rl.mlhrm.lunllu Hip

wal, the pror
reison o bring him
resghon in spite of the ha

adventure enough
toexplore a new

hboolis. He met
pilgrims in McLeod Ganj, Himachal Pra-
:k«h W imh:l(lun\' 'diunj.{l]amm 5 10

ayan ]anliw\m has \Inunl Kailash
set), the abode of Lord Shiva.
The land and its stories fascinated
v. But Tibet was still off limits for
hmil.,:nvr\ ce the Chinese invasion off
1959, It rer el forbidden fruit, meked
‘at the back of his mind for years. He
Iv sneakedacross the borderin 1984,
ugh he had a permit to fly into Lhasa,
he instead chose to take the land route,
getting past multiple checkpoints to get
there and also made a pilgrimage to Kai-
lash. He realised he wanted to learn more.
The oil rig worker, who had settled into

tradia by then, decided to don the hat of an
academician, teaching South Asian his-
tory in Lendon, and Leiden in the Nether-
lands before retiring in 2006, The initial
fascination of Tibet led toa deep study in
ordertograspih LEERI B
ness of Railash in different cultures,

It helped him arvive at his own under-
standing of Kailash—both the ph
behemoth as we i
this mountain. A modern nary
onthedivineth :!]HI‘.’I'H:II

lers like h
eventful y in the h:mk In \r(ur.ir af
Menent Kailasf: Tracveds in the Sacred Him-

afava, whichwon the Kelioo Naoroji Book

festival earlier this year,
McRKay spoke to Lounge about his

incredible exploration and discove

Edited excerpts from the interview.,

Whenwas the first time you heard of
Mount Kailash?

Around 1950, I picked up Charles Allen’s
book, A Mowntain in Tifwet, which told of
ifferent ideasof the mountain held by
ians, though not so
much the Tibetans. lhl iraditional Indian
ideas sounded ating and when it
became possible for westerners to travel
there, Twanted tosee it for mysell,

Tell us about your first journey to
Tibetin 1981,

Ttwas |\ilrzu-‘-\l]inglimnl;;,h\\'ilzlunm
try hy truck and local bus, and stay ing in
rough hotels en route,
rugged, mountain coun
wascovered inforest, Itwasvery different
from the landscape described by most
travellers who went through the dry, Dat
and dusty landscape of central Tibet. Until
we were nearly in L my travelling
companion and [ were constantly con-
cermved that the Chinese would stopusand
send us back. In fact, the Chinese presence
then was not as overwhelming as it has
become since. We did find the Tibetans
much less a ible than the locals in
India—largely a language issue, but also
because they were simply not used to
westerners since the 1940s.

What comvineed you to become a stu-
dentinyour 30sand pursuc a degree
inreligions studies and history at the
School of Oriental and African Stud-
ies University of London?

Twanted (o know more about Tibet and
felt that my reading wasn't enough. |
needed to go deeperand had no particu-
lar goal inlife before that, so I could sense
academics o be my path. Twas influenced
by the difference between direct experi-
ence and institutional leaming. And at 30,
it seemed like a logical progre 110
change from one path to the next. Sleep-
ing under a bridge in the middle of
nowhere is a leaming experience when

kind of social failure, ‘lmlrlx:d\ can'tdeal
with it either, although its nice 1o know
still do it when you need to!

he idea of Kailash Inl‘lu-

‘he influenceis certainly strongges
n culture, since the Himalaya is
believed to be the home of the Gods.
Tibetans don't have that concept. The

Alex McKay's fascination for
Tibet led to a deep study to
grasp the significance of
Mount Kailash,

"'E"W'r

In Search of Mount
Kailash: iy Alea
MeFuy, Racloa Books,
322 pages, 1G99,

GETTY IMAGES

hu]p paper over weaknesses in times of
crisis, In Mysore, for instance, when the
state was under British rule through
muchof the 19th century, its king
counted on pre v this.

Rrishnaraja Wadiayar [ insgalled
seulptures of himself in major temples,
thius presery social and religions
status. He commissioned portraits
depicting him in pious poses with
emblems and marks that appealed to
different sections of his people. And in
general, denied power, he emphasised
what Caleb Simmons calls a “devotional
sovereignty"—much of it throwgh art.

Yet, the story can never be complete
without a few nanghty elements, One of
the most striking 18th century propa-
ganda posters was produced by the

Frenchafter Hyder Ali of Mysore
hooted the British out of the battlefield
once. Initwe find an English soldier
bent over by the sultan, who spanks his
exposed (and violently red) bottom, A
nchman, meanwhile, supplies
or with hischosen instrument of
hment, the sti But if this depic-
tion was produced by Britain's rivals,
another artwork emerged froman
English caricaturist himself—James

; Titled The Coming-on of the
Mausoons, it shows the British EOVEr-
NOE-ger el his troops flecing Tipu
Sultar tal in 1791, The English
leader rides a mule—a far from valiant
creature—while agleeful” Tipu stands
on his fort walls, showering pissover
[hl retreating enemy army. Lnsurpris-
[hl.'lrmsw won few admirersin

But 'ﬂm\ e all, art tells a broader story
about changing social mores and atti-

1u:1euul‘ﬁcu]plu
habieastfeet
idealised figure. Ironic
Victorian prudishness trickled into
India. Indians themselves grew le:
comfortable with such imagery.

was commi
godide e was in a gquan
the land, images often showed them
bare-breasted, But for his 1880s and
18905 audiences this was now taboo,
Andl 5o, when he painted Lakshmi and
Saraswati, Ravi Varma conveniently

had them appear in high-necked, long-
sleeved blouses, In a generation or twi,
th

is, we went from a bare-breasted
sed English queen to “modestly”
dressed, western-inspired local devis,

The result? Today when most visual -
ise our goddesses in “traditional” attire,
it isoften in those colonial-era blouses,
Victoria Maharani would have
approved,

Munu S, Piltai is a historian and
author, most recentdy, of Gods, Guns and
Missionaries,

In his award-winning new book,
historian Alex McKay sets out to
map the spiritual and scientific
origins of the mountain sacred to
Buddhists and Hindus alike

Jemchok-
Sanskrit—the
L Ifthere are
links between them (Indian and Tibetan
d:’llmJ they predate Buddh andeven
ral Hinduism, and could be found in
the Naga deities that reside in |
Both sickes of the border—here isce v
that older strand of belief' in the western
Himalaya,
Howwas it toanalyse religious texts,
myths and legends around Kailash
and interpret them as an academi-
cian?
That was fundamental to my findings—the
realisation that the various Puranas pro-
maotedifferent plac he sacred centre,
the Manasakhancda, w

destty who residesat

the Skanda H.'r:um and not
Then, when yvou closely study the older
wl'ern-nue\'tu h‘;l'th\h inthi abharata

2 hey best

Kailash in Tibet, Through
my PhiD on the British in
Tibet 190447 and their
role inshaping modern
l realised

tury book written by
Charles Sherring, the
district commissioner of
Almora, was fundamental to
the modern Indian under-
standing of Railash. And that hewas
noscholarbut actually wrote it to promote
pilgrimage in hisdistrict.

What emotions did you experience
when years of enguiry led o these
revelations about Railash?

Lam largely a source-based historian with
my ownexperience of Indian and Tibetan
culture, especially the religions aspect,
strong influence that secular
nd to ignore. 1 had
*-]u’lll so much time in India, not least
among the Giri samayasis who hold Kai-
lash supreme. Butl h 1 to reconcile my

.m(l position. it o say or
believe, “0h, [ll(‘llll](lll\;ll\‘\\ mnr.,' Ih{.

would be simplistic
cial, since the answers were oby 3
maore complex. And [ found them really in
thie live dl]tl\ﬂ itingsofthe highly intelli-
m.l!‘l\ WSS,

i es of the same
coin, the twotruths can co-exist, and that
what matters to the spiritually inclined is
faith and practice, History is interesting
and sometimes important, but it is not
intended to produce spiritual illimination

sher. So lwas personally satisfied by
wsion and certainly hope that
inns are accepted in that con-

text, The
Ramayanais probabl
sibly another mounts
surch as Shiviing) but maocd
fia share an authentic s
the modern Kailash
Why did you decide to explore the
other Kailash mountains in India?
No one else had don And 1 cert
knew that there were aspects of the
Loy and culture of those mountains that
wontldadd to my knowledge of the Kailash
in Tibet. 1 found that each mountain has
itsown history and are certainly
not just “substitutes for the
real thing”, as has often
heenstated. Eachisindic-
ativiof the understand-
ing of the presence of
S it ,\i.lmm.thvsh

Hindu pil-
sirttual quest in

in the "Jikl
its like Manasarovar.

How has your under-
standing of Tibet and Kai-

lash changed over the years?

1 went to university to learn more about
Tibet, its history and culture, and 1feel that
Ihave achieved that, at least to my satisfac-
tion, Tibetans are not itemsinamuseum,
norare they all spiritual masters. Theyare
like people everywhere and deserve the
right of free expression and self govern-
ment, denied tothem by the Chinese. [Uis
oneof theironies of history that if the Brit-
ish had drawn them closer to I
some of theirofficials hoped —those l'il)c.l

ans would have been better off today. As
for Kailash, 1 still regard itas an ar s
place that [ understand very differently
from the time | travelled there
location for aspiritual foc
is hoth humbling and enlightening. How-
ever, | do fear that the Chinese and the
influx of tourists will transformitinto just
another place to put ona bucket-Yise, a kind
ofspiritual Disneyland.

Shat! Dexai (s a Mumbai-based freefamee
writer.
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Kabyashree Borgohain at Spacehouse Himalayas; and (right) Masque dishes at the Siam

Chefs are moving out of their own kitchens to
collaborate and connect with the larger
conversations shaping dining today

rituparna roy@partnerivemint.com

orthe past month, Bengalu-

ru-based chef Marisha

Shukla has been running

trizls fora dish that she likes

to call paan chicken. She
draws on memories of her family in Kan-
pur, where a post-meal digestifolchamen
balar, a rose-flavoured paan powder, is
commaon. Shukla gives it her own spi
She wraps the chicken in paan leaves,
fresh pickled rose petals and servesitwith
arose nam jim 1‘|]])I g sauce, much like
the Indone: aver pandan
chicken.

The independent chefisat the helm of
the current menu at Bare Bombay, a cock-
tail bar with an 1l-seater chefs table in
Mumbsai. Trained in pastry from Ecole
Nationale Supérieure de Pitisserie (
in France, she is part of a culinary resi-
dency programme in the city until August.

The concept takes from a growing
global trend of chef residencies, where
chefs take overorwork from another res-
taurant for anywhere hetween a few
weeks and several months, In March,
Copenhagen's controversial Noma res-
taurant relocated fora I6-week residency
toag cestatein Los Angeles
atasting menu inspired by the C
produce, In October 2025, New York's
plant-forward restaurant Eleven Madison
Park set up at The Charleston Plac
South Carolina, US, for a vear-long resi-
dency programme,

In principle, itis seenasa temporary
collaboration, almost like an artist-in-
residence programme, and goes bevond
the conventional pop-up. In lency,
the visiting chef brings new ideas, tech-
micues and culinary philosophiesinto the

new space. Apart from lhl.'t“‘]ld.l‘lj{l of
ideasbetween kitchen teams, busi g
fimel this model a great way
new audienc st unfamiliar markets
and offer something more immersive,
unique and time-bound,

Bare Bombay functions as a collabora-
tive kitehen led by head chef Aman Sin-
ghal, while it also invites guest chefs for
v few months, “What dif-
it froma pop-up, which is typi-
sting menu acheftakestoother
is that we encourage them to
ssperiment and explore di
have never created befo
Pooja Raheja.

While residencies largely thrive on
high-profile chefs, she w tospotlight
talents who don't havea platform, “likea
chefknown for fefvabs in Lucknow orsay
ros omelette in Goa™. For the menu that
launched earlier this week, Raheja
nudged Shukla to lean inte her pastry
skills and approach it through a savoury
lens, The resultisa menu featoaring paon
chicken, pork doughnuts and tomato tarte
tatin to name a few,

Perhaps one of the most closely
watched chef residencies in recent
monthswas chef Gagean Anand's five-day
stint in May at Masque Lab in Mum/
"I'ht'n-.ir[ dlul:rfuwlrlnmlurlh: <ot

ferentiat
cally ane

says founder

higher I'f:q' 1 onee v
ence, suchasthe ability to book a Gaggan
meal in Mumbai. Events like these also
tend toatiract sponsor interest,”
Thiggar :(1 I(Jun(hI & dlrw Im. N

tostrike a restawrant :Jf!'llwlrl)m ke
without having to catch that flight,”
head chel Varon Totlani, who was
Bangkok earlier this month for a resi-
dency at Siam Kempinski Hotel, s modern

TASTE

Thairestaurant. “Despite havingcooked |

in Bangkok several times before, thisisthe
first complete Masque experience as the
menuy, the serviee, the technique and fla-
voursare all ours.”

By involving the visiting chefindiscus-
sions ahout the number of guests, ingredi-
ent lists and how service should flow, a
residency offers more than a regular take-
over, The ment in Bangkol 3
included Mrutta miso ch.
peeni preri and the Bombay toastie, apart
from his signature black garlic pufao, *1t
also makies sense \\l‘l.l.ll;r(’\[dllﬁlmb arenot
operational temporarily,”?
midst of an annual renovation
team is heading to Stockholm Stads
for another residency this month.

Far from the glitz of the fine dining-cir-
cuit, adifferent kind ofculinary residency
is taking shape, At Spacehouse Himalayas,
acreative retreat in Satoli, Uttarakhand,
the antist residency programme brings

mint

GUHTESY S EEMPISGR] HOTEL

together practitioners from diverse disci-
plines, Residencies run for three-six
weeks, and extend to chefs in the form of
workshops and intimate tables. "The idea
is to have culinary folks explore our land-
scape because the mountainsare so rich in

| ingredients, and we also love to preserve

some of them seasonally through our own
experiments,” savs founder Priti Rao,

Over the past two vears, chefs such as
Gayatri Desai of Pune's Ground Up, Kaby-
ashree Borgohain, a food designer who
rums Project Otenga, a North-East Indian
restaurant (in Delhi and Ahmedabad), and
mare recently Shihoko Nakano of Z
arestaurant in Japan, have spent weeks

ienting with native | i
part of the programme
nexplains how her time in the
ins hefped her understand ingre-
dients like fiddlehead fern, gaftat (horse-
gram), jhangora (harnyvard millet) and
Himalayan berries, influencing the tex-
tures and presentations she brings into
herwork.

InFebruary, Nakano spent weeks mak-
ingrhododendron salt, and returned last
weekend to work with Hip van stone
fruits. Her latest experiment; ude an
apricot ketchup, culminating in a five-
course lunch held earlier this week for
15-20 dliners that showeased local herbs,
cheesesand fruit preserves.

In the end, it is the cross-cultural
exchange that encourages chefs totake up
residency programmes, and in turn push
the boundariesof food ina fast-paced din-
ing landscape.

R

Asouthern breakfast spread at Ruby Slipper Café in Mabile,

Shrimp and
gritsin Alabama

The southern cuisine is shaped by produce,
people and recipes passed down generations

fren called the Yellowhammer State after its state bird, Alabama
from the Gulf of Mexico to a forested interior. anchored by citie
lnm;..h"uu. Montgomery and Mobile, Part of the Deep South, or the |
avered and comples. L

fer itsstate bird, Alabama stretches
e -
ihle
dmarks and museums abound, but

the more immediate way to read the state isat the table,
Southern American food isa cornucopia of locally availableingredients such

aseorm, rice, beans, greens, ok, sweel potatoes,
It combines numerous influences, including indigenous, African,
Caribhean '1rul:.u1l>(>1:l--l experienced through the bold 4
| es. When in Alabama, i

ernersdo. Here's what you must not miss:

nand Creole

sieafosd], and slow-cooked meats,

simportant to eat like the South-

SOUTHERN BREAKFAST: Ercakfast is designed tocarry vou through the day,

ilable at most eateries,
buttery cormmeal porridge. Bis
crisp hacon, "High on calor
manual labow
African influen

The local favourite is shrimpserved with grits,
sand gravy are often served with fried eggsand
Dareakdast was designed to fuel agriculiural and
1 the Deep South. [t draws from European, Native American, and
%,” Bella Myers from Bienville Bites Food Tour tells me,

FRIED GREEN TOMATOES: At Ruby Slipper Cafi:in Mobile, Ty the most pop-

ulardish on the menu: fried green tomatoes
and Fried until erisp, are sl
opean-stvle frving techr

toes, The slices, coated in cornmes
trace thedish to

Seotlanc and Afiric

nhersseei

marker, and remains one of the state’s most recogn

BARBECUE: Barbecue, the age-old coming together of fire,
Alabama, lll!l.’(‘:l'll(.’l\{‘(i.tl restaurants such as Moe's Original BHQ. 1
1y barbecue joints he
amily-run institutions, with recipe

isarituali

mer, are

ceept they taste nothing like toma-
ightly tan. Some

moke, and meat,

ich as Bob Sykes Bar-B-Q in Besse-
and technigues passed down gener-

ations, Best enjoyed with Alabama's signature white barbecue since, a tangy mix
of mayonnaise, vinegar, mustard, and pepper that dates to the 1920s.

FRIED CHICKEN: 11
tion. The LS
in The Virginia How
ing family. Randolp!
cooks, The processis fami
cexit in seasoned Nour, and |
nigpue draws from African o
what we make at home
for Sunday lunch, for famn

»dish is everywhere: onmenus, at gatherings. in conversa-
first widely accepted printed fried chicken recipe appeared in 1824,
Wife by Mary Randolph, awhi

ructions sei the standard for generations of Southern
bt precise: soak the chicken in brine or buttermilk,
mitil the outside turnscrispand golden. The tech-

swoman fromaslavehold-

s “Thisis
“Itsthe dish

pted over gener
ed Chicken, Mobile,

OYSTERS: Oystersare thestarof the menu in many restaurants on the coast, Al

Wintzell's Ovster House in Mobile. Alabama, they
wepared. 1y them cooked, with butter and
Inlike in Europe, where oysters are often eaten raw,

fried, stewed, baked, or simpl
greens, richer than expected.

served in multiple w

here they aremore likely to bewarm, folded into dishes orserved as pan of a larger

miesal.

Teja Lefe writes on travel and lifestyle.

steak chimichurri surprise from a teenager

astweek, while T was in Mumbai,
L my wife sent me a photograph ofa
had been made, apparently in 15 min-
utes, by our 16-year-old daughter.

Now, I've never made a steak, just one
of those things 've been meaning to do
for vears. Plus, there’s the hassle of try-
ing to find a good steak in these uncer-
tain times, While [ wasaway, all that got

sorted out.
Ishould le

*own more often,

Her moth regetarian, not only
found a good steak but now authorita-
tively says that an undercut isbest. For
this column, the daughter replicated
¢ and gave me, 1\'vte an cookof

I huygnu-thmu;,hm‘pn
tated with, such as using but-
terand oil.

How had this girl—asinger, athlete
and largely indifferent student until her
class X board ex hecome sucha
confident coo

have given her no lessons, she
refusesto helpin the kitchen and tries

to dodge daily plate washing duties. But
sinee she was a little girl, she has either
silently watched or evolved her own
stvle, And there’s Instagram to fill in the
blanks and supply fresh inspiration.

“She cooks exactly like you, except
she'svery easy on the butter and oil,”
said the wife, “She has little patience or
aplan, wanders into the kitchen, reads
sonmmething, and starts deing it She's her
own biggest critic.” A few monthsago,
to our astonishment—and nervous-
ness—she proclaimed that she would
make a pasta aglio olio for us from
seratch. Her only condition was that we
stay away from the kitchen.

Normally, when she's been using the
kitchen, it looks like a hurricane hit it
but this time we not only received two
plated pastas but the pleasant surprise
of aspotlesskitchen, It seems toall
depend onh o,

The only inkling [ had that
Imn;. made this time wasa WhatsApp

sage from her: how long does it take
hlmnllk '“ ell, ﬂlillh |\l micls, 1

didn’twant to see blood. “Tike it
between medium and well done,”™
said.

Onthe day Twrote this column, she
recreated the steak for my benefit,
expertly patting it dey, whipping up the
chimichurrisauce, letting the meat siz-
#einadollop of butter and frying it for

she

Children can surprise by showing parents they've learnt their own lessons.

Just 3minutes on eachside, Beforel
could stop her to meet this newspaper’s
plating standards, she had it ready,
wallking out as soon as she was done. No
cleanup today.

The steak was delicious—not over-
spiced or overdone orunderdone, Oh,

FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOISES ONLY.

BETOCRFHOTO

| and asan aside, she had turmed out a

hummus.of a quality I've only encoun-
tered inthe best urants, and a pan-
[ried tilapia with a minimal soy-based
sauee for dinner,

Alter lunch, she was gone, her cook-

| ing done, and leaving her parents

seratching their heads.

It turns ont she had been paying
attention all along. Notwhen [ was
explaining things, and certa
when Dwas asking for help with the
washing up. But somewhere between
childhood and 16, she
enough towalkintoa
steak, a hummus and a fried fish, and
then disappear to meet her friends,
Whichis both gratifying and, ifI'm hon-
est,alittle unsettling,

Don't get me wrong—I love the fact
that my daughteris independent and is
unlikely to go hungry when she leaves
home and has a home of her own, But,
as I've noted before, 1 hope she does not
use these skills to pamper a spouse,

Running a kitchen, in my experience,
is ajoint family operation and the test of
familial relationships. The wife, for
instanc v ot cook, but she keeps
the kitchen supplied and kitted out. She
sit the ishmonger, but she
does call him for home deliveries. rumi-
nating over betki, surmai, prawns or
rawpas, and admonish me if the freezeris
empt
“Please go and get fish, my hushand

devi L-lupc-{l her own relationships with
Narayan at the Karnataka Ham Shop,
sh stall and the kindly
veold storage.

As for the girl, the one thing Lhave

learned is to let her do what she wantsto
inthe kitchen. Trying to teach children
something you want them to learn isn't
very easy. You may spend years teach-
ing them things they appear not to
learn, Then, one day. vou find out that
they have done theirown learning,

STEAKALA ALIA
Servesd

Ingredients

Isteak, undercut, 200-250g

2 thsp fresh parsley, finely chopped
8 garlic clove wely chopped, 3
whole

1 thsp olive oil

leube butter

| Lsp pepper

Half tsp balsamic vinegar

Salt to taste

Method

Pat the steak dry and marinate it with
saltand pepper for 10 minutes. Make
the chimichurr sauce: mi
chopped garlic and parsley. Set aside.
Heata pan well, and .u!(l n]l\l‘lill lslul:‘

side, Iicnmu pnur!ha-thmm hurri

sauce over and the balsamic vinegar,
Chier Dadly Bread i e colwmn on easy,

Inventive cooking. Samar Halarniar

(iescamartl) is the author of The Married
Man's Guide to Creative Cooking—And
Other Dubious Adventures,
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Senegal defender Nicolas Jackson (left) has the ball knocked away by US's defender Miles Robinson during a friendly match on 31 May In Charlotte, North Carolina. ap

Geopolitical tensions
and visa hurdles
challenge Asian
and African teams
chasing football
World Cup glory

n his 1945 essay, The

Sparting Spirit, George

Orwell wrote: “Serious

sport has nothing to do

with fair play. It isbound up

with hatred, jealousy, hoast-
fulness._.inother words it is war minus the
shooting.” While Orwell’s musings were
about sport'svalue ina post-World Warll
Europe, his words strike a nerve 80 years
later as we head into the football World
Cup.

Waris nod just an analogy this time, One
of the host nationsof the 20 “AWaorld
Cup (WC), the US, is actively at war with
one of the competing teams, Iran—a first in
tournament history, The US has tried to
apply every bit of diplomatic pressure to
ke life difficult for Iean at the World
Cup. Iran had to shift their training base
from the US 1o Tijuana, Mexicoand players
were given visas only 10 days before their
opening match, Some of the support stalf
* been d d entry, while the visa
tions mean they have to enter and
exit US, where they play all their three
group matches, on the same day of the
match. Wh irst twomatches are in
Los Angeles, the final group game is in
Seattle, over 2,000km away from where
they are camping.

“This represents the worst possible
form of politically bissed interference in
sport,” the Iranian embassy in Ankara,
Turkey posted.

Though the tovwmame:
ever before, with 55 natio
for the title rather
looked more div

isbigger than
s competing
32, 4[ hias never

atournament domi
South America, i
un\nlmm: Not |

while obtaining visas,
While the bias m:
their preparation, it
theirfoctiswhen they take the el ]
teams from the African confederation,
ane 10 teams from Asia will compete at the
World Cup. It will be the: first appearance
for Jordan, Uzbekistan and Cape Verde,
which, with a population of just over
500,000, is the third-smallest nation to
qualify for a feotball World Cup.
22 editions, the best JM’!‘urm

have hampered
Tt just sharpen

semi-final !‘m]sh in 2002, when they
co-hosted the event, Four ve
Moroceo defied expe
the first African nation 1o
four. During that historie
Moroceo knocked out former o
Spain in the round of 16 and Portt
the quarterfinal before narrowly los
France, The Atlas Lions, 1 A
the world, will be hoping to equal oreven
better that mark.

While captain Achral Hakimi will be
their pillarin defence, they have gquality all
acrossthe Almost 90% of their play-
ers compete in top-light European lea-

gues and know how to deliver on Ilu-llu.;
dhition to the sg
the 18 -old 1
ently captained the

Avvoub Bouade
fielder whao till re
France Under-2

Four years ago, it was Moroceo's
defence and speed on the counter that hacd
caught teams off guard. But head coach
Walid Regragui, who masterminded that
run. gquit last year. His replacement,
Mohamed Ouabhi, hasn't had enough time
with the senior team. The North African
nation, which will co-host the next edition
of the World Cup, has hvvn drawn in
Group C along with B Scotland and
Haitiand isexpected tosail through to the
next round,

Though Moroceo had a lawless qualify-
ing campaign, winning eight out of
eight matches, they are not the
undisputed champions of Africa.
Theylost the 2025 African Cupof
Nations final 0-1 to Senegal,
but were handed the title
Senegal play-
ked off the

AP

Antonio Nusa of Norway runs
against Ayyoub Bouaddi of
Morocco during a friendly match on
7 Junein Harrison, New Jersey; and
(below) Japan's Takefusa Kubo.

. sporting, not f

while in protest of a contentions penalty
deep into the game.,

Evenasthey wait onthe Court of Arbi-
tration for Sport's (CAS) decision on it,
Senegal will be keen to prove their mettle
onthe world stage. On their tournament
debutin 2002, the Taranga Lionsstunned
theworld as they m;uk-lh&'ilml eight. They
1z with talent,
n Idrissa Gueye will
the mullwitl 1nrr|u*r

3

ic
S0, is se I 10 step in as 1[1(‘
pure ventre-forward and
finally m 1!« a mark in the

1-_‘.,|I will also be banking
on their defence, which leaked
only three goals in the 10 gualify-
ing matches, to stand strong in
what is set to be along, physically
demanding tournament. The Afri-

can side will also have to contend with s
slightly tougher group, asthey have been
drawn with France, Norway and Irag.

'l‘lu-!np Asian team, Japan, comesinto
the tournament on the back of a bry |.|\
through, During their tour to the
March, they became the rl‘i
beat Englan
winmer at We ¥

However, the I\n;.]llnltlnr\\ Hr1 aswell
as Takumi Minamino have been forced
out with injury. In their absence, A
Ueda, who has done well at Dutcl
Fevenoord, Celtic’s Daizen Maeda and
winger Takefusa Kubwo, often dubbed the
*Japanese Messi™ who went lotrain s Bar-
celol re of 10, may provide
attacking options. A hard-working side,
Japan hascompeted inseven World Cups
sofarand reached the round of 16 thrice,
but never won a knockout ms

South Korea were the first Asian ¢
make a World Cup s LBt they
at the 2026 World Cup unsure and unset-
thesdd. The ageing side (average age is 28) is
managed by Hong Myung-bo. Rorea have
shifted betweena high-pressing gameand
packing the defence, They have some
standout performersin PSG's Lee Rang-in
and defender Kim Mi , but theirover-
reliance on former Tottenham star Son
Heung-min could be their undoing.

More in the news for the diplomatic
wrangle, Iranare not in North America to
mike up the numbers. They are the sec-
ond-highest ranked team in Asia, al
0. and were one of the first teams to
ify for the World Cup. Thoey ave drawn
g with Belgium, New Zea-
land and Egypt.

While not many in the squad have
played in the top 5 European league, Ira-
nians could use their height to great effect
inset pieces. Alleves will be on talismanic
-J:Jpp:t i Taremi, who has played for
like Porto and Inter Milan, He will
e help up front from Denni .
i n-born forward who received
ishipjust in time for the

World Lu|r.

However, the t s preparation
has been far from ideal. Theirnational
fouthall league has been suspended
since the attacks hegan inlate Febru-
1l their run-up to the to nent
consumed by logistical snags. Not
But the Iranian players
have to play the hand they are dealt with as
they bid to make the knockouts for the
first time.

Deepti Patwardhan is a sportswrifer
Daasead in Mumba,

W

Cristiano Ronaldo in a friendly match between Portugal and Chileon 6 June,  a

Will Ronaldo,
Neymar and
Messi deliver?

This could be the last appearance for the three
footballing greats at the FIFA World Cup

Cristiano Ronaldo and Neymar would be keen to make the most of the show-

piece event.

Foroveradecade thetrio have been the headliners, successful in capturing the
imagination ofa generation of global fans with their consistency and quality. For
six weeks from I June, they won't be short on motivation, perhaps for differem
reasoms, temake thedr final bow memorable, But the World Cupis hardly wonon
reputation, with multiple challenges confronting an pursuit of glory,

The 2026 edition would be no different and perhaps more demanding as it
wotild be plaved inintense summer heat and with an added knockout game due
toan enlarged 48-team edition.

I ['thiswere to be their final appearances at the FIFA World Cup, Lionel Messi,

LONG, HOTSUMMER
Among them, Messi is certainly the best placed to help his national team mount
aserious challenge. Afterall, from the moment he lifted the World Cup as Argen-

tinacaptain in Qatar four 10, the pressure toemulate Diego Maradona was
o longer on hisshoulders,
Comparisons with Maradona over technical and leadership qualities, allegations

ofnot being Argentine enough, reserving hisbest for FC Barcelona and seemingly
s zunder pressure in crunch international games, all evaporated overnight.

Hi would now be to doone better than Maradona, who had Edtered in the
final hurdle in the 1990 edition, while leading Argentina in their title defence.

Arngenting have reposed Faith in neardy the same set of plavers (17 of 26 retained)
who helped them win in Qat 20122, with Messi tasked with being the instigator
ol attacks. His familianty with Amercan groundsdue to his ongoing spell at Major
League Soccer (MLS) side Inter Miami would undoubtedly help, as would the
comfort of playing in a settled unit.

Butat 38 and with muscle fat igue beinga frequent fli.~,-|1|}*1|1:rnl'hL\ﬁrm-.\:;imlu-
last 12 months, would he have the legsto make a difference? Particalarly across
five knockout games that they wounld need to win to retain the trophy?

He has been unable to train with the team. and missed out on the fir
warii-up games, This could disrupt his and Argen
the side is buil
dentin 2022,

miiden MLSC E
the club, which mpressive. Argentin coac) l1 L. |u|1t‘l\ullunl \ulllmpv
that this foerm tr s 1o the World Cup.

Aceommoelating him in the starting X1 due to hissuspect fitness could dismupt
the balance of the team, but 3 snullurln[nuhlm[l E

Portugal coa
tics-related queres are rele
Saudi Pro League winning campaign for Al Nz
i Ronaldo remains the man in the spotlight.

Throughout his two-decade long career he has thrived under constant seruting
ol his rivaley with Messi, insisting it made him vearn for constant improvement,
leading toacompetition for goals, trophies and individual honours. Messi might
have stolen a march in that race four years ago, but the 4-vear-old would back
himsell to get evenin the US,

Depending on how their respective teams perform on the group stage, the two
couild meet each other much before the final, either in the quarter-finals or in the
round-of-16. Ronaldo has helped Portugal win three European titles (Euro 2016,
sague 2019and 2025, He probably believes that this is the perfect
time toadd a World Cup to that, though Portugal don't have title-winning peci-
gree unlike Argentina and Brazil

Portugal will hope Ronaldocontributes meaningfully asastarter, The problem
is, the moment he gets benched, Ronaldo could throw a fit, and sabotage team
dynamics, Former coach Fernando Santos learmed this the hard way four vearsago,

1 For-H-year-old Ronaldo too.
with 50 strike:

MIND OVERMATTER

More than talent and ability, Nevmar's batthe is with mental strength, and his abil-
ity to handle the weight ofexpectations that comes with being the leader of the
tournament's most successful team. Brazil arrive atevery World Cupa
ites—no matter what theiractual form is—and that is normal since they've won
five world titles,

That expectation has often been too overbearing for players ol the modernera,
making them unable towin since 2002, Brazilians have long viewed Neymar as
the manwho plays the gamein the beautiful way it is meant to be plaved and the
man who would deliver them the record-extending sisth title,

But a combination ufmjummln(l Ilubm e stood in his way over the past
three editions, This time too which necessitated him
to return to his boyhood club Santos from Saudi Arabia’s Al Hilal inJanuary 2025
for game time and recovery, with the World Capin mind,

Him\" then, 1h 'i 1--3'1’ar-ra|[i has mnna;:e(l I7 _c:u.'lls nmi eight assis

he has rmt (Iune -nnu;,h ﬁ} A returm u:llw n::mon:zlt(‘.'un
But st a o for | iom on soc |.L|1i|u
I"nrmul ]:I‘nor\.

suad, at the costof Joao I’vrlm whaonetted 20
d helped set up nir als in an impressive debut season for Chelsea,

A firesh injury on his right calf musele that kept him out of |
matches hasonly increased the volume of debates on Nevmar's call-up. None,
including Ancelotti, would doubt Neyvmarsability. But its doubtful that the play-
miaker will be i guaranteed starter,

Savan Mulherjoe is a sports jowrnalist with an affinity toweards football.
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almost abandoned
it even started. Friel
A \rhnwhnughl my tleci:
to Svalbard, one of the northernmost perma-
nently inhabited places on the planet, instead of
onference in Oslo, was unwise,
areening offalon
bile, looking for the most dangerous land mammal..,

of reli

am only 67

retic adventure before
Iy heaved asigh
n toswerveofl

Atmyagedl
NWInteron asnowmo-

crazy—orso they thought.

That'snot why I nea
Spitsbergen (the old name

t o, Isfjord Radio Hotelin
or Svalbard), where [ had

ARCT

In Svalbard, the northernmost human
habitation and the fastest-warming place
in the world, observing polar bears
provides lessons in why it's important to
safeguard the Earth's last wild places

planmed to stay after Tlew into the Arctic Circle from Oslo,
was inaccessible, 1t had lost all its snow inthe third week
of April, long before it should have, There are very few
roadls in Svalbard for vehicles. Snowmaobiles and dogsleds
are the usual mode of transport but they need ice, which
has been melting faster over the past few years, making
partsof this archipelago unreachable. Mosttourists tour
the islands on cruise boats in the summer months.
Climate change has impacted IIw e rhrugmm. the
most. In just two decad
lost about 5% of their m:
witrmer oceans rather t

0. 8mmon its own.
risewill adversely affect

ll il hr 1 Warm n-li' o, There
was plenty of ice there, with massive glaciers anking
sheetsofseaiceand atad betterchance of catching polar
bears. There would be no comfortuable hotel—we would
camp out on the top of Domen Mountain, Gemly, he
explained that the toilet would be two walls of ice, two
holes in the ground and two Styrofoam seats, 50m from

shore, nodoubt stuffed with clams, blissfully unafraid of
curious humans, Here and there, snowy reindeer nibbled
peacefully at new shoots of grass, evoking memories of
Christmas.

On the cragged hillocks abutting the shore, the first lit-
e auks had already arrived for the breeding season from
the north-east of Ieeland. Chasing the ighing, lving
black-and-white birds were Arctic foxes, like Pomera-
niansdressed upwithbushier Winter-hungry, they
darted swiftly among the rocks, hoping to surprise a bird.
Snow buntings, Svalbard’s only songbirds, hopped
arcund carefully, while gullssailed boldly overhead, ;
cider ducks bobbed on the ¢
thrives where humans strugg

The dinner menu offered reindee
whalesteak. Licensed huntin
cabbage,

Day blended into night without darkening skies in this
season of perpetual daylight, and soon it was time for the
realadventuretothe east, Getting dressed in five layersto
snowmohile in sub-zero temperatures took almost an
Bt the fivst time, Imagine what the first hunters o sette
on Svalbard must have experienced, well before modern
insulated clothing,

1l
llowed here. Lordered

the tents.
I re

wind chill, wasitse
keep med

hefore, o

l:mn:!c. “It
the wom
heere are by
neath. But it

L.t(hkh where
el roofs ¢

entifictre
We had a stopuvel

tectorate

come o Sval
ingin,andtl

is zero crime.

On a drive that alternoon along the Advent Bay, we
spotted a huge walrus, lopped unmoving on the stony

SEEDS FOR THE FUTU

he very first stop we made in Svalbard,

even before checking into the hotel in

Longyearbyen, was the Global Seed
Vault (in photo), cut deep into a mountain
of ice and black rock. Launched in February
2008 by the Norwegian government and
managed in partnership with Crop Trust and
Mordic Genetic Resource Center, it is the
world's largest secure seed storage, holding
over 1.3 million seed accessions—eacha
unigue genetic fingerprint of a crop vari-
ety—with room for millions more.

To think that the future of human food
may rest within its vaults filled me with awe
and gratitude, Its facade rising like the
prows of the cruise ships dotting the coast-
line, the Global Seed Vault is made of black
steel that will turn red over the years, like
the changing landscapes of the Arctic itself,

Spitsbergen Island in Svalbard was cho-
sen far its low tectonic activity and perma-

ined undeterred though my imaginatior
wildly with all that could go wrong. Packing for Arctic
temperatures, which fall to minus 20 degrees Celsiv
an adventure. My survival suit would
and afloat evenifl '\|I|ipl.‘:| intoarn
As 1hoarded the flight from Oslo to Svalbard,
miore than usually llghl hug from the husband, ageneral
anxiety crept over me, | had felt the same two months
rip to the Third Pole in the Himalay
Al fight or Might response that has safegus
for millennia. Too many urbanites and digital cit-
fens have lost fear of the untamed wild, This trepic
was my protector, and should be held with respect. So 1
kept my fear close to me, and stayed close to my fear.
Ihe \rmc lehng\mu\hm-aml mooth. Atalatitude

" Itwasa repeat of my recent exper
precedented min
In that high-altitude ¢
snow leopards roam and blu
lanting. ¢

the old coal mini ngiown of Lon-

People don't need special vi
1, though soame new consty
ttle town has people of more tha
dred nationalitics, most of whom know each other. There

exhilar

with | andac

s hole.
aftera

vouare he

don’t rise
2 hours afte

tion

hould hive on the
way toowarm,”
. “Most houses

smmakingt
ert, where
heep graze, there s
ging age-old weather

stood bilow
of years, ¢

stlement in this Norwegian pro-
or permits to
As are com-

ahun-

frost. There is no small irony in the fact that
the very coal once mined locally is among
the forces threatening that permafrost
today. This makes the preservation of seeds
all the more vital: plant breeders will need
access toa vast range of genetic diversity to
develop new varieties suited to a warming
world of more droughts and more pests,

Duplicate seeds arrive from around the
world as insurance, There are roughly 1,700
gene banks globally, but many deposit extra
copies at here. When political crisis struck
Syria and destroyed local stores, scientists
were able to reclaim their seeds from the
vault and begin again. No wonder it is also
called the Doomsday Vault.

Three-fourths of the world's food comes
from just 12 plants and five animal species
Maize, rice and wheat account for nearly
half the calories consumed by humans, In
the past, farmers grew tens of thousands of

head as my snowmaobile di
ure

T i adly se
heart was neardy full. \ulnud:lﬂlnﬂmdlmrh all the while
praying for more,

Soon enough, we spotted some seals, sunning next to
their holes They
it | callvevery fewseconds to look around, ready to escape into
Ih(‘dL’(‘[]l nlcl\\ aters below ifa pul.trlxarm'n' tocome by
s need Lo come up for air and must always
al open holes, free ofic ival.

We then reached a ragged bird cliff, where hundreds of
northern fulmars had come up from the south for the

frozen silence.
Wedrovedown the Hayes!
of thesecond largest glae

Offwe went to seek the polar bear. The stop-and-go.
i Bhnurlmlnm

g pillion onasnowmoebile wassimply

Allaround uswasa continent ofsnow, fjords

1 in the sun, giant clowds stooping to

confuse the horizon and lifting to reveal clear skies. A
white wonderand dotted with the irregular browns of |
ged mountains that couldn't hold the jee. How could
lifie possibly sw
ilikely vou will see polar bears in the two ¢

ive here in thisintoxi

ting barrenn

ol my guide Piet. regretfully shaking his
“hris nodded, “Please

5.” Not
i somuch, My

xpectations
clinig, we had al

rtheir heads rhythmically and comi-

e, for theirsur

cophaony shattering the

wstem in the ard
sd wallsofice, formed over thousands

ng cameras shifting the solid silence,

Climbingon toa platean overlooking valley:
blanketed inshades of white, wie stopped (orap
Astride asnowmobile in minus 10 degrees Celsius, boiling
water poured into a packet of free
souash had never tasted better, The
the belly to devour the dazzling view, in

RE

nd ranges
tic lunch.

dried beans and
Texpandedwith
nitedy fulfilled.

varieties of each crop. Before India's Green
Reveolution, 100,000-200,000 varieties of
rice were in circulation—though accounting
for regional synonyms, scholars believe
110,000 distinct varieties were cultivated.
Today, only 6,000-7,000 survive. India’s own
seed vault sits at Chang La in Ladakh.

In October 2024, ICRISAT—an agricultural
research institute in Hyderabad—deposited
2,950 seeds of 56 species, including pear|
millet, sorghum and 28 wild relatives of the
peanut, nine of which were new to the vault.
It was part of a deposit of 30,000 new sam-
ples from 23 institutions in 21 countries.

Even in their dormant state, seeds are not
truly inert. Pathogenic microorganisms—
microbes and fungi—travel with them, and
their microbiome continues to interact with
its environment despite the -18° Celsius
temperature in the vault. Research is under-
way to understand the significance and

PIET VAN DEN BUMD

B

The icy landscape of Svalbardishome toa
wealth of wildlife from reindeer, seals and
Arctic foxes to polar bears and walruses

risks of these organisms, which will be
unleashed alongside the seeds when they
are finally needed.

The exchange of seeds has long been
central to community farming, but indus-
trial agriculture shifted toward ownership
and patenting. Norwegian law prohibits the
storing of genetically modified seeds, but
some environmentalists worry that the
vault could serve the interests of global
elites in a future crisis.

Yet farmers world over have joined the
project with open hearts. In 2017, Peruvian
farmers deposited their sacred potato
seeds, singing and dancing as they said
farewell to their “endangered children,” Art
soon followed—and today, an abandoned
coal mine hosts the Svalbard Seed Cultures
Ark. Both art and seeds continue to come to
theseicy shores as messages of hope and
trust. — Rohini Nitekani

PIET WAK DEM BEUT

We finally reached the
across the frozen ice reaching the Arctic Ocea
startling bumps made me gratelul for my yoga
Heaned inand away from edgy slopes.
in wonder, we dida quick s :

Justthen, Piet called o,
in the distance. One big, two small.” Could it be the
maother and cubs they had seen earlier? Our binoculars
disappointingly revealed three dark shapes. We needed
yellowish white,

Let'sgocheck wedecided. Piet toola last look
at the jce bel ted moving.

“Ithinkit saln’ i, “hew hispered, A magnificent male
appeared as adot onthe horizon, pale yellow fur moving
eloser and closer across the ice. You think you know how
big your first polar bearwill appear, but they areeven big-
ger—1,500 kg of muscle and blubber, nonchalantly crois-
||u.,.1l Gl an hour,

l}:-lk

ed him dig furious
and leave disappointed. When we
had pulled out a whale bone thessi
200 years old, from the whaling era,

Wedecided to turn back to check out oureardi
ing. Just then, Chris shouted, "Good God, the
beart”
Sure enough, another powerful male in all his white
glory, shuffled across the ive towards us in perfect golden
light, gracing us with hisincredible beauty.

Except that he was heading towards our makeshift
camp. Keeping in mind laws that forbid humans to go
closer than 500m to a bear, our guides expertly drove

ked later, the bear
ofadoor, probably
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arouncd the relentless bear, creating a barrier between his
pathand our salety, He seemed to understand, Afterabit
of head bobbing, the bear took another route.

Foramoment, we stood still, mesmerised by the shift-
ing light. Christiane Ritter, one of the first women to win-
terin the archipelago, describes it hestin her never out of
print 1938 book, A Wosan in the Polar Night: "Tdivine the
ultimate salvation before which all human reasoning dis-
solvesinto nothing.”

The sunswung low in the sky, though it would not set
inthisseason, Reluctantasa child called back for dinner
from the playground, | found mysell outside the tiny
tented camp, awispofsmoke billowing out of the make-
shift kitchen, Weleome home, said the East Camp team,
bringing tears to my eyves, How many audacious hunters,
trappers and travellers over the past 300 vears, might
have longed for such words when they had to set down for
arest in this forbidding land,

The crew prepared delicious hot lentils for supper,
\\]nrhurmnqumfdsltTl:]j_:nntI]ril{xlr aronn a
Soon, astretcherwas
vieet direams,” said Chid h
step out without calling out: someone will be up watching
out for bears.”

Wewere toset offback for Longvearbyen after another
day on the coast, but the weather had other plans forus,
Asnowstorm set in as we were sleeping, the winds howl-
andd the loose tent Raps tapping an uneven best, The
furnace gave up at some point, .md T'wasgrateful forthe
le of modem sleeping bags
We hastily |w.k«~(||:|n\:|'_',!1||ng‘ll'nrhn:|kfa\a Our
camp team would dismantle the tents and the toilet after
us toleave no trace behind.

The snowfallin the light, bright moming feltwarm to
my face. Until we got on tothe snowmobiles, that s, Cold
drafts whipped past my helmet and neckwarmer, despite
the wall i Chirds in front of me, The storm enveloped us
in miststhat reduced visibility to zero. Hoping to outrace
theweather, guided by GPS, we sped at GOkmph over gla-
ciersolder than human memory. lignored my |'mrm’_ 1nd
simply surrendered (o the vo
what | would imagine during my Il'li'{illnluill
Now that visualisation would become memory

Acouple of hours later, we were suddenly ou
fields of'snow, the sky glittering and the mounta
mering with a light perhaps found nowhere else on the
planet, We stopped at lofty sculptural ice fnrms carved
from broken glaciers, halte
played “Spot the ptarmigan”
white birds menged into the snow patched mountains.

Small huts dotted the landscape, made just from ‘111:(-
ran driftwood, Nothing decompe
thingis preserved. These huts were used until recently Er\
those with Spitshergen Mania, as the madness thy A draws
humans hereiscalled. Preciousstories are still shared of
the many shipsand men lost to thisbrutal environment.
They seem to deter no one.

wkhen

ST VAM DEL B
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What happensin the Arctic does not stay in the Arctic.
The ice melt T witnessed is a major driver of global sea-
level rise and other climate shifis that affect many partsof’
the globe, including India. Earlier, research was focused
on atmospheric surface temperatures as the main con-
tributor to the glacial melt. Yot recent evidence suggests
that warming sea waters accelerate the melting of polar
ice sheets much faster than scientists expected. As these
hidldlen processes, which happenat the underside ofthe
glaciers, have been underestimated in past reports from
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
global sea levels are now projected torise fasterand more
unpredictably, Low rcities on India’s 1L,000km
m'l\ll] ne housing arou 30 million people, could he
ticipated.
=, By 2100, the local s

important commercial hub, What is ofequal significance
is that Arctic-driven changes inatmospheric circulati
areaffecting weather patterns. A recent Indian Institute
ol Tropical Meteorology study links declining Arctic Sea
ice with awestward shift and intensification of the Indian
mansoon, boosting late-season tainfall over western
India, and leaving central parts of the country with dry
spells, Less ice in June and July in Svalbard means
stronger rainfall in Mumbai or tidal flooding in Surat in
September and October.

These ||n]ar r|lhl‘l]p1[t]1'lﬂ will cause {:thv:' urnwlum]

A!:Il MOnsoon pnll:-rm Unsea-
somal druughl followed by uni \pw. ted dl.‘]xu..
destroy crop vields, Warming s

mackerel are moving deeper into the acean or moving
northwards in the Arabian Sea to flee warming waters,
Thete ﬂl]:: rature rise ilso alfects the biological elock of
i ies, resulting in egg decay before hatching.
Ishrimnp farming is critical for India'ssea-
ising sea levels bring saltwater
ing the ragile ecosystem,

bringing dise

As part ofits adaptation strategy against polarice and
permafrost melt, India conducts vear-round rescarch to
e models I'ur.l;ml ulture and wate:
anning at its Himadri Station within the e
vt the international research settlement in !
bard, Food security
decades of progress could In? reversed
risks posed by thed set melt fara

v inthe Arctic,

o

Onthe final eveningin Longvearbyen, Thad a request:
Could we see beluga whales from the bay™ “Not at this
time of the year,” said Piet, though I could see the small
eruise boats already lined up for the summer, *Buat Twill
take alook, for vou,” he said. Inaminute, he uttered hi
first curse: "Holy s***, there's awhite beauty vight the

And so, the belugas graced us with their hypnotic sea
dance, domes cresting and sinking in the grey-bluewaters
against an iridescent sky.

The plankton they feed on were building up in the bay,
and soon hundreds of belugas would provide unending
pleasure to the thousands of tourists to arrive to shores
where barely 3,000 people live.

How much tourism is too much? Back in Oslo, after
unloading my winterwear and my fear, I read that the
\l)l'\\l",t,klligu\l’rlllTli'lﬂ hasrecently limited the number
of ships and passengers, with special rules to protect the
floraand faunaofthe fragilearchipelago, The great north
has suddenly emerged as a destination of choice for
wealthy travellers. There is worry that overtourism will
engulfthe ccosystem,

That made me nme my own motivation and privi-
. Should every werthey
canon [ha'pl.mm’].n h{.‘r]nlur\
the Arcticshould bec ump\ll»un toeveryor

will come to realise wl i
isn'r.”

Wouldshes

Probably not. Stronger poli-
ght be needed to secure our
shio resources, Inmy defience, Lean say thisfor cer-
v short, wild adventure ofalifetime has made me
ever more committed to the conservation of our biodiver-
add to carry the stories so that more people can f
and rise inawe at the magnificence of our planetary
home.

Rodiind Nilekeni ts chairperson of Rekin Nilebani Phil-
antlropies and the author of Samaaj, Sarkaar, Bazaar: A
Citizen-First Approach.,
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Over 45 days, 663 million people visited Prayagraj during the Maha Kumbh Mela, 2025; and tourism has been a game changer in Bhutan,

This summer, take a
responsible holiday

As popular destinations
buckle under the weight
of overtourism, travelling
without burdening the
destination is imperative

t was the casual chucking of an empty
smack bag from a passing car that damp-
ened the trip. To make matters worse, it
was nrmmpmlwl by loud m

|m|["l'|||1ul< \'illag!’. luunl -
“the towering

art therapist, was practising it. Travel was
always part of her life, right from childhood.
But it was her previous career as a social
development researcher that took her toall
s of India, and several other countries,
vel was nieverabout tourism, but about
understanding communitics, theirstories,
their culture, their food,” she say

When not working, her interest in nature
and amateur wildlife photography took her
o national |)-||'kq until one day °1 began
inns: {:mll hm\ ruhpon\:—

reds, Imrmn;: up pt-lml
stopped toowhen Trealised my
somehow not matching my actions,” Umap-

peaksof the Himalavan and Karak an-
geswith the electric-blue Shyok river wind-
ing through, the sounds felt deeply offen-
sive, and the trash unforgivable,

Hashmat, my host and guide, wore the
weary look of locals who have had to bear
the brunt of visitors wrecking their beloved
space. The same weariness that has turned
todespairand angerin Barcelona, Venice,
Amsterdam, Dubrovnikand othercities in
recent years and spilled on to the streets,
targeting tourists,

For me, the trip to Turuk was meant to
be an escape and to recharge, but it raised
the uncomfortable question of whether 1
was contributing to the problem, I stayed
with a local, ate food made by Hashmat's
mother, visitedalocal heritage museum min
by his cousin and shopped for dried fruits
and herbs produced by hisextended 3
Itried to minimise the impact ofmy visitas
best as Leould, And yet, the careless tourists
had me over-compensating, examining if 1
weacross as entitled, pondering if 1
being responsible enough.

Last yvear, 1.52 billion people travelled
internationally, generating roughly $2.2
irillion, according to home,
A.5billion Indiansc )
with the numberexpected toreach 9.5
lion by 2050, according to consulting firm
HVS Anarock. Tourism supports one in 10
jobs globally, but it isunclear ifthe commu-
nities impacted most by tourism see any
suibstantial benefi

Acutely aware of this, the UN adopted the
Cape Town declaration on sustainable our-
ism in 2002 with its overarching goal “to
take responsibility forachieving sustainable
tourism and create better places for people
o live in and for people o visit” In other
wards, responsible tourism aimed to cor-
rect the economicimbalance and to ensure
that the wealth and benefits rippled down
rather than pooling at the top. But more
than two decades on, there is no clear indi-
cation ifitisworking.

Much before responsible tourism
became a huzzy phrase, Chennai-based
Preepitha Umapathy, 43,4 holisticintegrated

rhomestays with refe
rals. Fask about how it is owned, operated,
whether ecologically sensitive, how they
manage their food and waste, [fwe are going
to be spending money, having fun and
being hedo we can still do good.”
Umapathy's breed, while a growing one,
is still miniscule. Consider this: last Janu-
bruary, more than 663 million of the
A3 billion Indian domest stsvisited
Prayagraj over a span o days for the
Maha Kumbh Mela. So, the Inndwap{ of |
responsible tourism isa fraught one, owing
o the multiplicity of stakeholders,
“Responsible tourism covers awhole Iul
ofaspects,” says Rake
president of the Delhi-
Tourism Society of India (RTSOI, set up
after the Cape Town declaration. “[t isabout
responsible practicesin city hotels, energy
conservation, water conservation, pollution
control, ete. It also involves responsible
hehaviour on the part of tourists, not todis-
turh the environment or the coltural
aspects of the places they Ctis also
about providing opportunities to the stake-
holders,” he
Mathursays RTSOl works with the hos-
pitality industry, service providers and
awareness programmes for travellers, but is
equibek to admit that its not enough, “Educa-
tion at the school level, training for stafTat
monuments, strictimplementation of poli- |
cies, fines for non-compliance...so many
things have to be done,” he
Forthose deeply involved in the sector, |

ity

BTOCKPHOTO
m—

travelling responsibly trumps “eco-
friendly travel™ (because let's face it.
there's always going to be a carbon foot-
print). “Travel should be o handshake, one
that brings benefits to the place but comes
inrespectfully and mindful of the place, its
matural ecology, its traditions, its food and
culture, It should create as little stress on
these as possible, and hence be low den-
sity, and provide jobs, a sense of pride and
Jov tothe communit
dia, founder and CEO of Bengaluru-based
I<i|u,~ r Leisure, “ln'f. h mrlnn- '\\ilil ]

me a place, go o ;ipp‘l’l‘l. te it,
befriend it Even forthe short whi
there, try to think likea costodi
palite Iu\an}t “Carryaslittle mater ml!lm
becomes waste after consumption and see
what you can carry back, Try to go beyond
vourcomfort zones, that's where the expe-
riences lie: be Mexible, keep it low encrgy.
Reep the food choices local and seasonal as
it helps the local economy and puts the least
strain on resources...,” he says.

S Sood Dasgupta, co-founder of
Homestays of India, a social-impact hospi-
tality platform that works with family-run
homestays across the country, feels the
nsibletourism is a shared one,
“It is about ensuring that tourism benefits
destinations without changing their essen-
tial character, It isabout travelling in a way
that leaves destinations better—not bur-
dened.., Misashared responsibility between
travellers, businesses, communities, and
policymakers to ensure that tourism
hecomesa foree for inclusive and sustaina-
ble development,” she says,

Bhutanisa striking example of responsi-
ble tourism, Daily tarifTs, still entry fees,
mandatory guides, visitor caps and local
community participation have together
ensured not just protection of pristine pla-
cesand monuments, but better livelihoods
and quality of life for its citizens.

Bhutan's is also a classic instance of a
community answering the question of “how
oo much tourism®” Shiso-

reare tradie-

ng, and the custodians of the
I'mrn(- 11lz>\rlll.1;:\| nd the city need toarrive
atwhere they settle on‘enough’. thinkit's
seful to discuss what the tracle-offs
are being made against, inadvertently, that
we st e more mindful of Commonsand
natural resources, carrving capacities of
these, the very things people go for, the
foud, culture, social fabrie of the place, the
peace and gquiet..”

There is cause for cautious optimism,
Likein thecase of Bhutan, when doene right,
tourism can be a game changer for local
communities, savs Dasgupta. “In the tribal
communities of Jashpur distriet of Chbar-
tisgarh, villages like Hanle and Pangong in
Ladakh, and Sissu, Koksar, Khangsar in
Lahaul, our focus has been on enabling
cotmmunities o become owners and custo-
diansoftourism.... By helping local families
develop homesta ate cultural experi-
ences, and engage directly with travellers,
tourism has created opporiunities for
income generation wh
prideinlocal traditions, foc
oflife.” shesavs,
particularly l’m‘uurnanng Das-

ingly viewing tourism not it
requires them to change who theyare, Iull
asa platform to celeb
unigue identity. “Th
e meastt w]fr{.ﬂqmn'uhh.-lt:unun when
communities thrive without compromisi
their culture, and travellers leave with a
deeper understanding of the place and its
peaple.”

Amnita Rao Kashi is an independent jowr-
nalist based in Bengaluru,
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In hashmir, a village
wadesin to clean a spring

Amid disappearing
water bodies, every
year residents of this
village clean a spring-
fed lake, following an
age-old tradition

leasant May morning. The
air is light, the light is lustrous,
and there is a soft, palliative
sound of burbling water, Carry-
ing tracitional willow wicker bas-
kets, people walk through the n
lanesof Panzath village insouth Kashmir's
Kulgam district towards Panzath ;
network of natural springs whose
accumulate ina glen tomake it fook Lk
small lake from afar,

The colour of the water is rust brow
covered with green algae, and it recks, As
the wate \lw::m o shimmer under the
Tirst the village slowly
comes alive. (_'i'u dren play along the
Iders exchange stories, and hun-

'r around the spring, reliving
en, all at once, the whole
party wades into the wai:

Every vearin May,
village gatherat dawn around the spring-
fed waters that sha
derived from the Kashmir
“500", referencing the number of springs
believed to feed the waterbody, While
there are five large springs and a few small
onesnow, villagers believe that there are
more thana hnn[h«llmnu ath the low hills
that surround the plice, Theve is no offi-
cial record of the number of springs.

The villagers of Panzath are joined by
residents from the neighbouring villages
of Sransoo Shampora, Wanpora, Kewa,

How every geopol

Even as farmers struggle
with fuel and fertiliser
shortages, a India-US
trade deal could bring in
harder times

including war, fuel price hikes

| mination messes, one not-so-
small piece of information kept a large
portion of this country on tenterhooks—
the official arrival of the south-west mon-
soon on-kJune, three days behind its usual
schedule,

his large population of firmers is busy
digging into their reserves to prepare their
land for the upeoming Kharif season, or
the monsoon cropping season when crops
the onset of the

Iiu'pa\l few weeks, among other hap-

won (September-Octo-
her), Fertilise einshort supply, bank
Joans have become hard vl findling
fuel for tractorsis an uphill task—alla Fa]l-
outof the war between Iranand the US.

At Mashale village in Vidarbha region’s
Woardha district in Maharasht ikrand
Rokde is preoccupied—the numbers are
not adding up. “The seed and feriliser
suppliers have different conditions this
; they will not provide more than
five bags at 4 time diue to shortage, bt |
need G0 bags. How many trips will lmake
to the distribution centres to get every-

Wit d “!\:* Tk

ia..hf;ﬁwﬁ

Tangloo, Nassu Badragund and Drinen
this endeavour to clean the lake that sus-
tains their community and irrigates the
surrounding paddy fields.

According to a 2026 Comptroller and
Auditor General of India report, titled
Ceniservation and Marnagemenit of Lakes in
Jammes and Kashmir, of the 63 lakes cov-
ered in the report, 1 akes covering an area
of 1,024 hectares have disappeared, and
30 lakes spread over 909.60 hectares
have shrunk significantly, Thismeans that
nearly $1% of the assessed lake area has
either vanished or degraded. The report
states that untreated sewage flows into 50
ofthe 63 lakes,

Another report from 2020, Diversitvaf
Fishes in Jammu and Kashmnir State,
st the fish population in the wil-
has decreased over the years in
Kashmir. The study attributes this
decline to the ecological deg
fish habitat resulting from s
tion and the consequential !']\f.lh("!l
deterioration as wellas pollution due to
the extensive use of biocides (pesticides,
insecticides, herbicides, fungicides)and
other chemicals involved in horticulture
and agriculture activ

InPanzath, the swrounding villages use
septic tanks and soakage pits, and the efilu-
ents from these make their way into the
spring wartersas does plastic waste, Despite
the recent increase in pollution, the annual
cleaning of the Panzath Nagisacenturies
old tradition, and is followed by Rohan-
posh. a prac
wal rm::Nlm\:r|h-1,||\un;.n.|\f\-‘_

“The day for the eleaning ritual varies

rear (it fell on 17 May this year), but
v reserved for this prac-
en we decide on a day during
spring for Rohanposh, that is the day we
set aside for the cleaning as well,” says
Abdul Hameed, 50, who hasbeen coming
torthe spring-cleaning ritual since child-
hood. “Ifwe stop this practice, the springs
will get choked and the water will stop.”

thing? To make matters worse, transport
costs have increased.” says Rokde, who is
in his 60s,

Around GO% of urea for Indian farming
is imported and what is made here is
dependent on natural gas, both ofwhich
come through the closed Strait of Hor-

But in the vast regions of Ma
darbhia, where most of the
land is not irrigated and firmers v
cotton, sovhbean and lentil cult
ing monsoon season, another factor is
playing on the mines of activists and
experts. The trade deal between India and
the US includes, among other things,
elimination or reduction of tariffs on agri-
cultural product 1asdried distillers
grains, red sorghum, tree nuts, fresh and
processed fruitand soybean oil. Indiaisa
leading producer of soybean, growing
record 152,68 lakh tons in 2024-25,
according to the Press Information
Bureau. Most of it is grown in Madhyva Pra-
washtra, and soon after the
softhe deal broke in February, man-
dis (wholesale markets) reduced the buy-
ing price for Indian soybean.

Despite this, Rokde plans 1o sow soy-
hc'.'m onthree acresof land and cotton on
res. Fellow farmers are taking the
samechance, “We cannot predict how the
myarket will behave because global fac
arenod inourconirol. Bec *of the v
cotton prices actually shot up (in Marc! I1
after the Strait of Hormue closed and sup-
ply of polyester and synthetic cloth was
affected) but the farmers had sold all their
produce by then. It is the middlemen who
are benefitting,” he says,

W

Residents of several villages
come together on one day in
May to clean Panzath MNag that
sustains their community.

Fertilisers have been in short supply because of the war.

Sharad Halage, 72, a farmer from Pavni
village in Wardha, saysitisnot clear how
miuchof the fallout is due to global events
and how much of it is triggered by an
exploitative domestic market. “lemlp
ing us 1o buy fertiliser:

age—they have dane” linking’, which
means we have to buy things we do not
need. We can't argue becanse we have to
be ready before the first mins.” Mostof the
farmersspoke about this problem, mllm;,
it an “additional burden”, (While urea is
subsidised, the bio-fertilisers, micronutri-

ning that they belong to dif-
ferent vil ‘hat one belongs 1o
Drinen, thisone here to Panzath, theone
down below to Wanpora, Everyone from
these villages comes here to clean the
springs,” he says. “But it is for our own
good. Last year when it didn't snow a lot
and people were facing extreme water
shortages. our villages were well-fed
through the: ‘s because we

important th lu ke alhe witer clean,”
As we approach the mast prominent
among the springs, Midhat, 12, and her

friends Zehra, Burhan and Zainab wel-
comeus, linghing and pushing cachother
playfully. All of them are holding small
plastic baskets and trying to catch fish.
Standing in the shallow watersofan outlet

itical event hits |

ISTOCKPHOTE.

entsand other products sold as a “pack-
: e ot Around 100150 products are
beingsold along with urea, what the
ers call *| we price difference
ranges froma few hundred per purchase
toacouple of thousands.)

Ajit Nawale, agricultural activist a
state secretary of CPHUM) Mab
ral protestsrelated to the
is, says farmers have not been
ilsof the India-US
not yet been

agrarian cl
informed abotat the de
trade deal. Thoug!

| fimalised, itwillundoubtedly affect farm-

=1 fish,” says Huzail, 10,
from Nowgund, with pricle. “Tdidn'teateh
I, my cousin did and gave them
tome, He has many more,
There are hundreds of children here,
learning early on how itisvital to keepthe
water clean and care about the environ-
ment. Some of the children had come with
the women of their families, though the
women do not take part in the ritual .
Cihulam Nabi Rather from Panzath isn't
sure about his age.
heard from my pa
once visited this plac

C
stakes in hisbag While he vestoe ata local
shirine, the snakes sprung fr om the hag
1

from the places that these snakes went.
Later, people settled here,” Rather says as

PHOTOGRAPHS B IDREES ARIAS

he pullsa basket ofslush from the water,

“When lwasa kid, the waterwas cl
and deep, and it fed tens of villages from
here to Vessu (a village about 3km from
Panzath), These dayswe have towork very
hard because there issomuch trashin the
“.Il'l.]' Because ol [mlllmnn the F\h]l,m-

ph- start IIIalkIIlg‘ wir way h:u‘l: home.
While reoted in tradition, the annual
event also reflects a grassroots environ-
mental ethic that has endured for genera-
tioms in Kashmir, a region whose fragile
svstem is increasingly under strain
from climate change, urbanisation and
neglect of water bodies.

Mudabbir Ahmad Tak is a teacher and
Sreelance fournalist,

ndian farmers

ers of Marathwada and Vidarbha as they
rely on production of soybean, cattleand
poultry feed (red sorghum goes into ani-
mal feed), hesays. “Thereisabsolutely no
movement from the government to sup-
port or even explain to the farmers what
might be the implications of this deal. But
it is clear that ifwe are reducing the import
duty on sovhean oil and feed, Fairmers here
will suffer tremendous losses. That too,on
ul costs due
[uiu( related issues in fertiliser supply.”

InGhansawangi village in Jalna district,
Hajlkumar .III}.‘,".‘I('\',ﬂfETI'IIL"I’ pl.‘l\\t'righl
and actor, says, Farme mllu Jq.mn are
preparing the fields any
of confidence or hope but because that is
what we do. Last vear hardly anybody got
MSP for sovbean and itwill unh HeTWorse
becanse of increased input cost this time.
But there is no choice,” |

he says. Farmers
and activists said that input costs have
risen 25-30% compared Lo last year, wor-
sened by supply shortages,

Ramesh Jadhav, editor of Agrowan, a
news outlet that focuses on agricultural
issuies in Maharashtra, savs there area host
ofunderlying conee aren'tbeing
talked about. Produs swhean ofl are
already imported, ane | feed made
from GM sovbean and GM corn are likely
to bie imported though the government
has denied it. “We have a clear policy on
netically modified crops but w
already importing products made
GM crops. While none of this is clearly
communicated, it will surely impact the
farmer: of their
produce. T

with shortages of fertilisers and will he
spending atot more with no guarantee on
returns. None of thisis in their control.”

Various statements from the Central

government say that farmers will not be
affected, but their American counterparts
clearly speak of how the deal will benefit
the US in multiple ways.
S deal will be back-break-
ing for the Indian farmers ifimplemented
in its current form,” Bedabrat
US-based director of
documentary Déiia Vie, on the corporati-
sation of farming in India and the US.“In
the US, among the farmer communi
there is not much discussion hecause
muostof the farmbands are owned by a few
higcorporations, 90% of the subsicdy and
revenue will go to big businesses, Thisis
alose-lose situation for farmers, both in
thee US and in India.” Rural Brmersin the
USare now pnmmpmlthi1u|u OIming
data centres eating intowhai Ii i is
left to them, he says, imply that in
Indiatoo, the push to build data centres,
which guzzle wa v land, should
hea concern.

Asthe monsoon advances from Kerala
towards Goaand further to Maharashtra,
\\Iulhm s Rokde, il:h;u-rldm.,ul the
ainty
bout these
som, deeply
fer times,

Wit ingnats from Keilash Kouwsfif.

Prachi Pinglav-Plumber isan independ-
end forrmlist and professor of practice at
Central Canypus, CHRIST University, Ben-
gaifﬂar':!.

ing
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The versatility of
Satrapi’s novels

The French-Iranian
artist influenced a
generation of comics
creators and graphic
novelists around the
world, and in India

he French-Iranian writer,

Jjane Satrapi, who died on 4
June at the WS
known for pioneering
¥ -rpm‘r'. 203 andd
I:|1 1h1- 'J(IUl)s.
|.

m.nu] Art Spiege
man), whowere nn;mmthvl: PO
ing the medium globally and raising i
profile among literary critics and lay read-
ersalike. Persepolis in particular became a
breakthrough hit, a staple on univers
waorldwide,

1t tells the story of Satrapi’
hood in Tran and vouth in F
ially focusing on the changes swe (’ITII'I.L
h Iran in the late 1970s with the
onset of the Islamic Revolution. The
ion unfold through the
i"—people

changingthe
night, people being “disappeared” orexe-
cuted for dissent, people selling out their
bours to the police,

Ina200: ytitled Whyvd Wrote ‘Per-
i mnuul\- w’fl "ln'-l]:hiv

111}
the world, including and espe
Inelia, remains palpabile,
“Persepolis for me was defini
first hook that showed me what it means
foor cne artist to bring together word and
image, what it means to narr:

agestory,” savs writerand comicsar
Mehro whose politically charged
graphic narratives include Strafeen Bagh:
4 fr'rrq:lrif' R:r'uﬁu'n'rm (2021) and

“.‘{;:lr.'lpi
own develop
son,” Mehrotra ; And through that
story wealso leam so much about the his-
tory of Iran, the Islamic Revolution, the
way women's freedoms were curtailed,
and so on. The degree of complexity
fairly high, and vet she doesit all with such
witand humour, Persepedis taught me that
you don't have to sej :.lr.\lvlhl personal
from the |»u]'u:s al, that you can use the
comics medium to communicate both
strands of storytelling at the same time.”

Mehrotra'sown work demonstrates the
value of this Muid approach. Skakeen Bagh:
Atiraphic Recollection begins with a deep
dive into the history ofthe Shaheen Bagh
neighbourhood in Delhi, as told by
wonmen whose familics h.u\' In e I|\ ing
there for gener I
the protests ag
(Amendment) Act, 2009, Even asit makes
insightful “big-picture” pointsabout the
value of dissent in a healthy democracy,
the book never loses sight of personal sto-
ries and individual narrative arcs,

W h: n vou read a modern-day Indian

lise that Satrapi walked so that the
likes of Sajad could run. Both Persepolis
anel Mugme feature achild's point-of-view
n'l1i|0(!a-.li&'rilning li

mini- h]-.tnnl-'.ul the ugm:mlu aresetin
(Fashmir for Sajad, Iran for Sa —anil
this device isnot just literary playviulness;
rather, of reducing the power of
one” w through humour. Both
Satrs jad alsocombine elements of

litional feinstlervoman (a liters
stbgenre depicting the development of
;||'Ei:.li\\'i!l]lJqu!‘.\aJphi icated techniques
Iying at the intersection of journalism,
sociology and literary fiction,

What was it about her drawings that
allowed Sat r-lpiln acl I1'u v i

style as

dll(l'\l |"~.:[|I| hlrl1lr|~.[|'r| T
ked by minimalism and
economy-of-expression.  Like Herge
i nesdidalotwithsolittle.
“Satrapi’s genius was that despite work-

antly even though they h

{above) Marjane Satrapiin Rome, 2012; (top) from her graphic novel ‘Persepolis’; and (below), a still fram 'Chicken with Plums'.

anartist.”

Headds: “She wasalsoa filmmaker and
therefore knew how touse the interplay of
light and shadow inan effective manner.

Shewas very good at nsing ne; sSpace
to her advamage, for {‘\:ll]l! le by using
sed-oul white st an all-

black painted |
indeed fond ofintense, cinematic black-
and-white lightir 1 Ingmar Bergman's
The Seventh Seal, a film that directly influ-
enced her book Chicken with Plums, vight
down to the wi kln'pt'w:l fied Death
also be gavged
by the fact that eac! holhe three graphic
novels—Persepolis, Chicken With Plums
and Embroideries—hasa slightly different
style from the ather two, While Persepaodis
makes shrewd usage of traditional comies
s, Embroiderics is almost entirely
ym the grammar of panels and
speech bubbles. In this book, drawings
and text unfur languorously across each
otherina much looser, more free-lMlowing
structure, The narrative unfolds as one
long post-lunch gossip session betweena
close-knit group ofwomen (and the voung
midst them). And true to form for
long the line, these
very personal secrets together form an
alternative sociological text, almost an
oral history of women's freedoms under
the Avatoliah Khomeini re wime,
Mehrotra says she has used Emfaroider-
fexincl \Iﬂ”ll]'-l|'|III,..‘,‘|II:[|{rlH]lI\ll‘lit
the possibilitic
her
coming
educator,” =
there for the newhi

" Satrapi was

s 50 much
rtist, forstudents of
history, for anyone interested in gender
equalit r artists of my generation
Satrapi was the one creator whose work
vousimply could ot miss,”

Aelitve Mani Hea i a Delfvi-Dased writer,

Majumdar’s
canvases of
vivid chaos

The US-based artist alludes to the animosity
towards those questioning majoritarianism

‘Monstermashup 3' (2025). COURTESY THE ARTIST AND GALERIE MIRCHANDAN] + STEINRUECKE

avantika bhuyan@lvemint.com

here isasense ofanimation in Sangram Majumdar’s layered paintings. His

havea palpable feeling ofmovement as figures flitin and ont of the
canvases, He creates frozen moments featuring hybrid creatures and

anthropomorphicbei n the midst of frantic, almost chaotic marc] I|

ing, dancing, jumping theirway through the paintings, T

e part of the khm\ Bad Actor

+ Stein-
s recently
fed the Neddy Artist Award in painting —an a nu-:l.m.ml Iundmlln the
Behnke Foundation and stewarded by the Comish College of the \11\,.nul}_m i
to visual .Jru\m:(m din lhu l’uj.c 1 Soundr egionin \'» ashi ,mm state.

Majumela i
andthe L ,\\Im.hll
actor”, which in the

n-hetwee np!.!n-unlhv pola ed present,”
writes Meghaa Parvathy Ballakrishnen, a US-based scholar ol modern and con-
tempaorary art with spe min South Asia, in the accompanying essay.
Thereis nodenying that we live in polarised times with a sense of growing ani-
mosity towards immigy |||~'1ml|mt1||lr-t|hu!mu'.]!wm seeped into
Majumdar'swork sly and subconscioy Ht'lkl{'"l'( ted inthe treat-
ment of figures stereotyped as “delinquent” by society, The nebulous shapes that
i iesof figurativeand abstract reinforce that feeling. Majumdar
catment of the figure as an archetype around 2016, The new
work continues ale mgﬂli. “nnl_\'gmwin:: and expanding around imagery and
ise differences among peo-
hil lmn.lmltlw

K1) Lboththe titleofthe
e uu:lt'rl_\'ing!hls nerges from
a1 to amplify anxiety towards those who are being treated like monsters from
mythsand folktales, The group ol delingquents” pres nllwluf il
thatchallenge majoritarian thinking, "But majori
Detewge and Féli ari i Thowsand Plateaus) |--r1tl1liu I'IHj”fll} Ttisamode
of thought that perpetuates accepted norms and treats knowledge as certain, uni-
versal, and unguestionable,” he says,

Hivwi while Majumiir
theimagery Lo reinforce the: :\wnf monster”
couldalso point towards some |hmd~. nply unknown, even marvellous. “Hoved
itwhen (art historian) Partha Mitter points out in hisbook, Much Maligried Moy
sters, that there's no singleword for monster in Sanskrit, and how arange of char-
all under it—danavas, rakshasas, pisfachas. Simultaneously the
Greek can mean both monsterand marvel,” e s » thevarious
‘faces’ in my paintings point aw: 'hum.lnmnnilllm definition and towards a
rmultiplicity of expe o and meaning.

he strong sense of movement, or use of gestures, is key to his process. The
vistally charged works stem from the very act of painting that he undertakes.
Ma roften be found working on the floor and the walls of his studio—
pouring, seraping and wiping—making additionsand deletions simultaneously
likea film editor, “There'soften aslippage of lines and shapes of colour...Lam often
thinking how linescreate boundaries and shapes fill them. However, devoid of
that alignment, the series also hintsat how boundaries are ultimatel
construction tied (o power itral,” elaborates Majumdar, Thiscombination
of shiftingspaces, figurative fragmentsand misaligned elements emphasise that
paintings can also be active spaces for both the artist and the viewer.

Majumdar works across medinms, He often uses mixed media for drawings and
ascollages on letter-sized sheets of paper, Often he creates sculptural dioramas
made with cardboard, paper, wood and digital printoutsto visualise the spaces
that he wants to explore in his paintings. More recently, the artist has started cre-
ating monochromatic wall paintings, which wl from the Noor o the ceiling,
inasingle session to explore the role of gestures in painting.

However, in his earlier interviews, ¥ illlllllilr'l nitioned hisalTinity with
oils “bec trespondsto the hody Land physical mi
lovethat this medium bringsa lot oﬂw:',.:;:u withit”. Creating oil [1.1|nlu:;r,\ sdn
acknowledgment of his western education, However, the connection of oils with
the natural world feels closer o his thematic interest in the physical realmand
the human condition, “While Lam working with oils, Fam simultaneously pushing
against the traditions embedded within western painting traditions by incorpo-
gimagery and methods that hopefully expand what we expect froman oil
painting’.” he explains,

Youget asense of the familiarand the anfmiliar in his paintings, Forone, there
isa sense of solidarity with Agures from works by artists like Arpita Singh and Tyeh
. Like them. he too is interested in the overlaps between iconography,
myth, abstraction and history. Majumdar is ;mrl'u ularly interested in the way
Singhused the dot and the line tol sinsome of her earlier works, and
the more elaborate schematic or it :ml methodsin later paintingsto create
an “unstable but highly convincing pictorial space”, “Falso like the way Mehta
~|)<’.!1|'\<Ihull1 lh( » iz nd psychological element in his
without telling me how tothink
: s who have paved the way not
only ﬁlrl![ht’rdl‘ll'\l\ bt |1|‘|rmkh.|11||u.,.| visual lexicon that |\v\11.1||h|\mu:cl gen-
(&1

On tild 25 July, Tuesday to Saturday. Ham-Tpm.
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irmala Thomas's novel Manjil
Oruval, translated from the Mala-
valam as Suetoed Uneder by Radhika
P, Menon, has an unusual coda,
Written by Dr M.V, Pillai, clinical
professor of oncology at Thomas Jelferson Uni-
versityin I'h]l'lth\]plm inthe US, thisconcluding
a physician's testimony to the unique value
that fiction can bring to the emerging field of psy-
cho-oncalogy—and even to palliative care proto-
cols in general. The “trestment approaches devel-
oped within thisdiscipline (psycho-oncology) aim
1o provide o 1l comfort notonly o patients
butalsoto theirloved ones,” he explains, drawi
attention toan evolving practice that goes bevord
lg[h('dL\me.dnnf.l:}midmt.\mgllwf g
stigma and unease that continues to allrmuml
cancer.

By putting Thomas' work within the discourse
of contemporary psycho-oncology literature, Pil-
lai elevates the novel's value manifold, While
soormee healers st wield the sealpel in their jobs,
there are others, he argues, who can bring com-
fort to the sufferers by the sheer humanity of their
imagination. Indeed he latter quality that
medical professionals, increasingly hemmed in by
cutting-edge technology, fail to bring to their
work, leading to complaints that “medicine
negleets the wounded soul,” Where science fails
to quicten the spiralling mind, it is often left to
stories like Snowed {ndertolend anempathic ear
1o the sulffering millions and provide, at least, a
temporary reprieve,

Set in Canada, Thomas's adopted homeland,
Snenged Unader is based em the real-life story ofa
“beautifl lady” the author met at a party several
yearsago, When Thomas complimented her pea-
cock-blue silk sari and asked her why she had
draped a grey shaw!l around it the woman give
“anembarrassed smile” and said, “There's not
insicle,” Based on that flecting though harrov
exchange, Thomas wrote a 15-page story, whic h
she turned intoa novel adecade later.

The protagonist of Swowwed Under is Ashwini
Ram, a high-Mying engineer marcied to Mohan,
whi hasalso stea
der. Thei nlw!du;.,h!ur Keerthana, i
ingmedical student, and the three of them form
amodel immigrant nuclear Family: hardworking,
law-abiding, ambitious, and well-
integrated into the diasporaas well
as the larger society, Until one day,
Ashwini discoversa lump, the size of
A rice grai her vight breastand
the long-familiar cadences of her
existence are thrown ofTkilter,

If a cancer diagnosis is a life-
changing event for a patient, it can
bejust asdevastatingan indictment

. In Ashwi S,
almost worse 1l the anxiety
caused by the disease is her hus-
hangl's seeming aloofness. Cancer or
nocancer, Mohan refuses to budge
from his routine inthe slightest. He
haslittle to no words for her, except
the most banal advice of not jurmp-
ingthe punand assuming the worst.

When Ashw arts to suffer
from the side-effects of chemotherapy, Mohan
quietly moves into the guest bedroom because he
needs a good night's sleep in order to be func-
tiomal and productive th xt dlay, 1s it just a
defence mechanism or caleulated cold-looded-
ness? Thomas doesn’t give the reader access o
Muohan's mind or feelings, perhaps as part of a

NIRMALA

THOMAS

Snowed Under: v
Nirmala Thomas,
translated by Radhika
P Menon, Speaking
Tiger, 320 pages, V99,

BOOKS

from the
kingdom of the

The novel lends an empathic ear to the suffering of millions who have battled breast cancer.

deliberate strategy (o bring them closer to her

ini's shockat heremotionally unavailable
s deepened by her memories of their
lier vears of sweetn 1l love, when Mohan
christened her breasts Kalvani and Kalavati after
a popular Mal: & and sangodesto their
beauty. Losing Ralvani to a mastectomy and her
onee-luscious hair to chemoetherapy are not only
aspects of physical mutilation for
Ashwini, but also symbolic erasures
ninity, i loss of person-
hood that no one can fully under-
stanl,

Inthe years when she was turning
her story into a novel, as Thomas
read books on breast cancer, saw it
creepupon women from acnoss soci-

r, and observed public awareness
ofit increase, she also confronted the
discomfort and shame associated
with it—not sparing hersell in the
process, In her note at the end, the
writer mentions every time Wendy
Mesley, a Cana ) news anchor
who had survived breast cancer,
n, Thomas's
lingeron herchest™ It

was then that something struck me
with force,” she writes. “The world must appear
utterly different through the eves of a breast can-
cer patient.”

A similar ¢ befalls and takes root in Ash-
wini's life after her newly anointed status, Allher
girlfriends tiptoe around her, excluding her from
their once-easy camaraderie, and fumble about

appearcd on televis

eveswould

IIH e kl\\\wlmnntllul 1]ILIIN l\'.""illlll I‘Pll"‘t

i !lll‘lllﬁul]l llll Malavali diasporaas Ashiwini is
as a cancer patient. turns out to be a real friend.
She arrives il Ashwini's home with home-cooked
food and her no-nonsense attitude, making sure
that her friend is bathed, fed, rested and not
coopedup indoors all day,

Il Keerthana is sympathetic to her mother's
predicament, she is too caught up in the whirl-
wind of her academic calendar to fully focus her
Lrlr-l‘;..ﬂmnlln aregiving. Back home in Keral

ageing mother actsas the primary
ifirm husband and mother-in-
her youngersister Akhila is swamped with look-
ing after her Family, along with their expatriate
brother's children. And yet, every time it seems
like circumstances are conspiring to push Ash-
wini intoa vortex of misery, she continues to sur-
prise the reader, and hersell, with remarkable
hl wstsofresilience. Foritisn't just cancer that she
up against but something far more al.
“When there is no one to stand beside you, you
learn to stand alone,” she reflects. “Not because
\-l s are fearless, nor because cours AGCCOMes eas-
wse there i 1in fieree satisfac-
bing fea

Asthecanicerruns tscourse, the seasonsturn
from cold to warm to bitter cold again, and Ash-
wini passes through the five stages of grief identi-
fied by Sv American psychiatrist beth
Kubler-Ross: denial, anger, bargaining, depres-
sion, and acceptance. Thomas structures the
emotional are of the novel along these phases,
though the progression of the story never feels
contrived. On the contrary, by getting inside Ash-

Nirmala Thomas's
powerful novel in
translation delves into
the psychological costs
of living with cancer

ISTOCKPHOTO

wini's mind and body, the writer keeps bridging
the gap between the character and reader—no
miatter vour gender. The cle u el o Ash-
wini's psyehe, vou beginto feel, to the extent you
are able, the heart-wrenching loneliness of her
I burns throngh her mind, and
the fatigue in her battle

nventsan
eccentric cast of characters inside her head,
including Rana Pratap, the Rajput king, who
becomes asounding board for her moral dilem-
mas. Menon's translation defily captures the
exchanges, always light-footed but never not
loaded with significance, oceasionally spilling
over into stream-of-consciousness whimsy, Nim-
ble inwordplay and pun, th i
momentum, nor does it fee
whensheis in the throes of |
acerbicsense of humouri sminarsdis-
cussing the lalu\llmnll{'rsr}ﬂru 1l against
her disease, she observes an elaborate commer-
cial charade inaction. “Draped and decorated in
pink ribbons, cancer was sold at different corners
of the corridor.”

Snowwed Under echoes with the inescapable
truth that Susan Sontag had articulated while she
was being treated for breast cancer hersell.
“Evervone who is born holds dual citizenship, in
the kingdom of the well and in the kingdom of the
sick,” she wrote in her classic study, (Mness ax a
Metaphor (1978). " Although we all preferto use

only the good passport. sooner or late
i

abliged, at least foraspell, toidentify ourselves
ens of that other place,” And when we do
s, it isn't science alone that will have all the
answers forus.

world of Israel-

Palestine
politics,
Indologist and
ot David
Shulman isarare
voice of reason,
The Israeli peace
activist, who has
witnessed the
human cost of the
oceupation up
close, offers an action framework that
appliesnot only to West Asia but also to
combating oppressive political systems
anywherc around the gl

Freedom and Despai

| n the polarised

ofes from the West

Bhanl, by David Shudman, Westland, 208
pﬂgn T8,
12020, during
I the pandemic, S“‘ﬂl‘lgel‘s
Belle Burden's A P

ades-long
riage ended
abruptly. It left
Burden grappling
with the fragility
oflove. Basedon
her viral essay
about this
unravelling,
published in the
Modern Love section of The New York Times,
the book is a detailed memoir of those days
aswella E iz exploration of the
imstitution of marriage.

‘Strangers: A Menmioir of Marriage |, in Belle
Burden, Penguin Random Howse, 256 pages,
11.299

Belle Burden

fthere is one

emotion that

deseribes the
mood of our time,
itis anger. In her
new book,
Naravani Ganesh

T o
r l" m
-‘-!-I-I.' Ul

Why W Gut Angry
P W Should Bnaposd

takes the reader [
onajourney

through history NARAYARL SAMENY

[ 1

sp ‘

tradition

explore the roots of this often destructive
{eeling—what triggersit, why it overwhelms
us—while suggesting ways of responding to
it

Anger: Wiy We Get Angry and How
Shouwld We Respond to Provocation’, by
Narvayani Ganesh, Aleph, 200 pages. 1699,

iesinthe
eyvberworld
haveaway of

FORWARDED

pe ng. Saadia AS RECEIVED
Azimtracksthe e
origins,

dissemination

and afterlife of

misinformation in
the Global South.
Based on ground
reports and
intensive
research, she explores the deadly cost nfn
seemingly thoughtless ac
message without ver

‘Forwarded As Recvived: How
Misinformdation Teirns Vieal, Vielent and
Traee', by Saaclia Azim, Simon & Schester
India, 536 pages, 1599,

The small and intimate joys of the Indian monsoon

Stephen Alter’s tiny book
takes the reader on a
cultural and nature
voyage to the heart of
the romance of the rains

bibek bElivemint.com

nge, l]ll‘ MONSOGN 1S SYRONYmous
Every year, theadvent of
the annual rains is preceded by forecasts
from the India Meteorological Depart-
ment, and thevare one of two kinds. The
first type of forecast sighs with relief, pre-

ng normal or above-normal rains.
‘ond is grim, tinged with doom, the
unwilling bearer of the bad news that this
vear the rains will be below normal. As, by

| n these perilous times of climate | thisn

For ;\Jwr leans unabashedly i
romance of the monsoon rains,
refreshing departure from the doom-
laden reality of droughts, cloudbu
landslides, Doods and countless mean:
less deaths that dominate hea
yedr from June to September. Instead, in
thisbook, the readerwill find transporting
deseriptions of pre- MONSOON NS in Lan-
donir, the pregnant wait for the a
the monsoon in Ko

forest during the rains,

Alter has written multiple non-fiction
books over the past 30 years, and the best
of these have always been about his most
enduring love, the Himalaya, Some of
them, like the deeply moving Becoming a
Menentain (2014, and the exte
Hinralaya (2019) are bona fide modern
classics of Indian nature wri
grance af Rain, despite its

Nes every

fval of
i.and, a favourite of
weer, anight walk through a Goan

vie Wild

g, The Fra-
1 subject,

of the nocturnal life of the forest.
pages come alive with the chirpings of
ericket frogs, the croaks of bush frogs, the
“hooting whistle™ of a bird called the slaty-
legged crake, and the eries of a slender 1feel that he brings to these

loris.

gradual unveil-

Tothis soundirack isadded, ina form of

The | with.

Alter begins and closes the book with
Landour, the place that he knows most
II1IIITId|L'|\ The richness of desc npuun

ing a scientist list and phu[ngraph the

ing, views from a
hidden world—
the shadowy
form of a huge
gaur  moving
through the trees,
the psychedelic,
otherwarldly bio-
luminescence of
fumgi, 2 tiny frog
in a hole in the
ground, coiled
vipers primed to

myriad speciesof monsoonal insects in

Landour in the present.
Alterisrelieved

to discover that

EIER:III: .ﬂvm his  childhood
.(fppf,m_,u},.,: beetles had not
Aleph Book: perished enmasse
Company, 152 i;l SOMe mu];u--
5, 1499, tion event, but

i ki haek just retreated
from sight

because people had started using LED

bulbs, which donotattract beetles, This

kill in the under-
growth.

reviewerwas equally relieved (o be privy
to this unlooked for good news.

the way, isthe case with 2026, doesn’taim for the grand orthe sublime, i Y b Indian readers are familiar with such What thisbook isnotis the kind of liter-
Stephen Alter's slim book, The Fra- | andinstead revelsinakind ofsimpleand  The mansoon plays a vital role in the life riythm of the subcontinent. stockpkoro worlds—at least to the extent that they | ary rain chase immortalised in Alexander
granceof Raire: A Brief Historyofthe Mon- | light travel ng that is inere - supposedly exist inacountrythatseems to | Frater's 1991 classic Chaving the Monsoon,

selfinthe middle of the action, using | into the dripping forest at the M
e o hrim( alive the | Bhagwan Forest Reserve in Goa
case in point. Accompanied by two local

'.\J:tr|m'>w~\c5 i fine | naturali one of whom, Ruldip Topo | morning, when Topo takes Alter to

eve for Ll[ tails and a certain talent for | hails from the nearby Ronkani village of | another part of the forest to a shrine toa
dewnplum A hard skill to cultivate for | Usgao—Alteristreated toasuccessionof | forest godedess, it brings to mind how
any travel and nature writer, good ones [ “magical things”, as Topao describes them, an beings have always anthropomor-
like Alter are able to create perfect scenes Soaked to the bone in heavy bouis of | « natural entities like forests into
and put the readerin there. Thenight hike | rain, the group investigates the wonders | deities, all the better to haveavelationship

soon, isaquiet reminderofwhy themon- | hard to come by these days.

Alter arranges the book as a series off

of the Indian subcontinent, | vignettes about the monsoon from Kerala,
.ti:ichu.,n.um of \I ssoorie—has | Goa i i 3
them with well-trodden hi
importance of the monsoon in Indian
tory and culture. The travel /nature pieces
are the more engaging of the two, because
Alter'sstorvielling shineswhen he places

e declared a war against its forests—
but 1 whole other experience to be
transported to such places. The next

The Fragrance of Reain instead celebrates
maore modest and wholesomme jovs, Tt fune-
tions like a handy chapbook, one that can
he carried around in one’s pocket (it is
small enough for thaty instead of a phone,
tovbe fished out and read two- -three []:I;{("«
atatinme o
l]li' romance ol the monsoon does indeed

soon plays such a vital role in the life
rhythr

ragTanee r.a,f Rain liesin rhv
ahreeze o read, vet packed with
ideas and experiences that are highly
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JSW entry into the sector will
maka it more competitive. e

JSW Group
enters e-bus
arena with
aggressive
bidding

FROM PAGE 16
Motors Ltd, the electric and
hybrid passengervehicle firm.

JEW's pa ation in the
e-hus tender and its pricing
sugest that theconglomerate
is now trving e build upthe bus
entity'sorder bookso that it can
begin production. Bidding in
such tendersis crucial becanse
qate demand for EVs
nslimited, which makes
the state and central govern-
mients the higgest customers,

The e-bustender from Con-
vergence Energy Services Lid
(CESLY called for bids from bus
operators. Thewinning opera-
tors will acquire buses from
manuifacturers and nun the ser-
viee, for which states will pay
them on a fixed running cost
basis for 10 years undera gross
cost contract (GCC) model.

“Our participation in the
CESLelectric bustender under
the 'M E-Drive programme
maturi claspokesper
son for JSW Greentech, the
parent compy
Mobility. “Howeve
model] 5 ing 1€
suceess is determined not
merely by the lowest price, but
by the ability to deliver and
operite bises,”

Omee it winscontracts, JSW
would become India's fourth
conglomerate with a presence
inthe bussegment after Tata,
Mahindra and the Hinduja
Group,

The entry of a major con-
glomeratein India's e-bus eco-
systemwill only make the sec-
tor more competitive, accord-
ing to Shyamasis Das, a
research fellow at New Delhi-
based think tank Center for
Social and Economic Progress.

“The aggressive strategy
itsed by the company. signalled
by participationinall ity loisat
Hy competitive prices, shows
they are in it for the long un,”
\ai:l qhhl!lld.‘-i\ [)-l‘\.ul research

ilHl.l l']r_wlnmit. rogress,

Forbillionaire Sajjan Jindal,
the automobile sector marks
the group’s newest bet after
ISW

structure,
among other b i, OVOT
:Iwms-tiuurdecadex TheJswW
Group has infused 33,000
croreintoits automobile busi-
ness, Minf reported on 26 May.

The latest tender had con-
cluded on 13 May. New-age
firms Mobility and PMI
Electro Mobility emerged as
the largest winners, securing
over two-thirdsofthe orders.

manas. pimpaliharealive-
mint.com
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Hair colour makers ordered
= to brush up on standards

The directive follows concerns that chemicals used may cause allergic reactions, skin irritation

privanka sharmag@iivemint. com
MEW DELHI

nelia'sapex drug regulator has asked

cosmetics  manufacturers and

importers to adhere to preseribed

stanelards for hair colour products

and promiptly disclose any changes
in their composition or formulati
according toacircularand two govern-
ment officials familiarwith the develop-
ment.

Organisation's {CDSCO) directive fol-
lows concerns that icals used in
such prodi ¢ i
tioms, skin irritation

ity. Rules 34 and !
Cosmetics Act, 1940, and the
Rules, 2020, mandate that products
st display ;
turing detai
and specific warning or caution state-
ments for consumer safety.

Ih.mn giants, including L'Oréal
“onsumer Products Lid,
nilever Lid, and VLCC,
along with professional salon suppliers
and moderndirect-to-consumer (020)
brands must strictly implement ingredi-
ent declarations, patch test instrie-
tions, and mandatory caution state-
ments on labels under the miles,

dear listofingredients,

Consumers should not assume that all hair colour products are equally safe, says

Dr Raman Kumar, Academy of Family Physicians of India chairman.

707 Part 1 outlines the “Generally
Recognized asSafe™ (GRAS) list for per-
missible colorants, while Part 2 explic-
ity restricts substances and lists "Gener-
ally Not Recognized as Safe” (GNRAS)
ingredients,

Mint queries emailed to the spokes-

ISTOCHRHOTD

diamine (PPD) because it provides a
long-lasting, jet-black colour, said Dr.
Dinesh Kumar Devaraj, former presi-
dentofthe Indian Association of Dermia-
tologists, Venereologists and Leprolo-
rists, Tanmil Nacho, "However, PPD s a
major allergen that frequently causes

PRODUCT TRANSPARENCY

totheir formulations for longenity while
passing themofFas natural or'safe’ on
the packaging. Thiscreates afalse sense
of security for consumers until they
develop a severe reaction and require
clinical patch testing,

“Wesee hairdyeallergies very com-
monly inour OPDs. Because premature
graying is rising rapidly —even among
voung schoolchildren—the market is
expanding, making this strict crack-
down by the CDSCO: highly welcome
and necessary step 1o enstre © umpl: te
ingredient transparency,

Consumers
allhair colour produ
.I(lrlul Dr "-Ii

Im{m J‘l'[.l]‘i";( ng 2,500 p!i_
across the country,

"Before wsing any | i
read the ingredient list, follow the
patch-test instructions and pay atten-
tion to caution statementson the label,
Hair colour formulations can contain
substances that may trigger allergic
reactions, s innorscalp sensi-
tivity in some individuals,”

Hariom Tyagi, chiefexecutive of Wet
and Dry Personal Care, makers of the
beauty and personal care products
brand NEUD, said, "We strictly test
and audit ourcosmetic formulations
and packaging to guasintes compli-
ance with all quality norms, ensur-
ingour products match global stan-
dards for international market
acceptance.”

Dr Radhika Raheja Consultant-

according to acircular issued on 11 RULES mandatethat  DCG said L'Oréal THE commercial ALL beauty
e PR O (e, PROUCEs must have India, Godrej, HUL, hair dye market is products must
"_“T‘ lr“ lhs ”m,m,‘( ontroller Gen pl:kal labelling, salon suppliers must  heavily dominated strictly adhere to
eralofIndia (DCG. making details and have caution by semi-permanent  Bureau of Indian
Furthermore, any subsequent  ingredients list statements on labels oducts Standards rules
B P

alterations toa product's formula-

tion, quality specifications, or label

must be reported to central or state | persons of ¢ ion health ministry | severe, sometimes life-threatening

licensingauthorities.

All beauty products are required 1o
comply with Bureau of Inian Standards
(BIS) specifications IS4707 (Part 1and
Part 2) and IS 8481, Dr Rajeev Raghu-

qanshi, DOCGLL said in the circular. IS

Centre plans EV charge infra
boost for 74 main highways

FROM PAGE 16

around 50,000 more priviate
sector e-buses over the next
decade underascheme being

and the DOGH office, L'Oréal India, God-
rej Consumer Products, HUL, VLCC
and Biotigue iined unanswered.
The commercial hair dye market is
heavily dominated by semi-permanent
products containing paraphen

Charging push
The government has earmarked 22,000 crore to subsidize
setting up of charging infrastructure across the country,

EV chasges subsiclies approved (¥ crone)

demmsmmﬂ

allergic reactions, aswell as pigmented
cosmetic dermatitis, which leaves dark
pigmentation on the face, forehead, and
temples,” he added.

Devaraj said the problem in the coun-
try s that many brandssecretly add PPD

FROM PAGE 16

level, a further rise cou

below the RBI's 2-6% tolerance
Id push
the central bank to increase

dermatology and hair transplant,
Tabad, siid consum
ers must choose regulated, PPD- and
ammonia-fee hair colowrs that disclose
ingredi ‘
severe allergi
caused by low-quality chemical treat-
menis.

Price dynamics

warked upon in the depart-
ment of financial services, one
of the people cited
Under the heavy
ministry’s 10,900-crore PM
E-Drive scheme, the govern-
el has carmarked 12,000
crore to subsidize setting up of
charging infrastrocture. OF
this, the government
approved a subsidy worth
1504 crore for 874 public
charging stations in May 2006,
Charging infrastructiire is
critical for e-bus and trucks
that need high-capacity -
gers of over 240 kW, This
often involve or grid
upgrades, m
ment abig
commercial EV adoption.
WIS OPETATOrS 53
ing infrastructure helps in
route planning. “With better
charging coverage across
mitjor highways, operatorscan
design routes with greater
confidence, optimize charging
schedules, and ensure predict-
able jour times," said
Sudhakar Chirra, founder and
chiel executive of Fresh Bus,
which operates 86 electric
buses mostly insouth India.

" £ €D

HPCL  BPCL  jOCL
State
Karmataka
rapsthan [ 81.1
eraam [ 63.1
Untar Pradesh [N 61.3
Andhea Praciesh [ 39.8
Taeni Macu [ 4.6
Telangana [10.2
Gaujarat | 1.7

Tots

ﬂmm

HPCL  BPCL
State
Farnataks I T &)
Ustar Pracesh NN 714
Hagasthan [N 591
Anchia Pracesh [IEENS 577
Tardl tack: [ 498

Keratan [N 335
Total
Telangana [ 169 4,874
Gujarat | 56

Mate: The mindstry of ey dadistries allacoted 82,000 crone far EV chavger subsicies
umaler the P E-Drive schare. in the fiest tromcte of apanovalt. the minisiyr gresnl
sulssidies worth £503.86 crore for 4,874 chargers

Searce: Minsiry of heovy incustries on sociol media X, 36 May

Lmails seeking comments
from the ministry of heavy
industrie: the department af
HAL and

the go
rashitra (with most e-cars), Rar-
nataka (most sanctioned
e-buses) and Uttar Pradesh
(highest number ol EVsion 10
June were unanswered.
Road transport emissions
aceannt for about 20-30% of
i fon, as per the
ergy Agency',
Trucks form a small | part of
vehiclevolumes(: 20
but contribute about 33-35%

mint
GOPAKLIMAR WARRIER/ MINT

of the overall traffic emissions,
saicd Anumita Royehowdhu
exceutive director at Centr
for Seience and Environment,
Experts arging infia-
structure should be a part of
Iu;.h\u\ development plans,
1 heavy industries ministry
is also \mrhnu, on a unified
charging to collate
ORACTOss BPeralors,
Indlia has 22,753 operational
public EV chargers at state-
run fuel retail pumps, wi ith
most seeing low utilization.
For an extended version of
this story, go to livemint.com

@ MINT SHORTS

Singapore court stays order to
jail Byju's founder: lawyer

Singapore's high court has granted astay onasix-month
Jail term for Byju Raveendran, the founder edtech firm
law firm Lazareff
o, Tt followed a rul-
ing in May that sentenced
Raveendran to jail for con-
tempt and ordered him to pay
costs ol SS90, 0001870,000),
aaying he disobeyed orders
related 1o his assets dating
backto 2021,  BLOOMBERG

World's first gig economy

guarding digital platform workers in the gig economy
opted on Friday at the UN's International Labour
Organization. The agreement aims to extend labour pro-
tections to hundreds of millions of people worldwide
who work through digital platforms, in areas such as
food delivery and carservices. The convention applies
toall platform workers, regardless of their employment
status, as per the text adopted by ILO members.  arp

Tata Motors to hike prices of
passenger vehicles from1july

New Dethi: Tata Motors l’am’nm r Vizhi
ala it will increase prices of iis pa
ptrnlulm including internal combustion engine (ICE}

revrers il electric vehicles (EVS) by
up to 1.5% from | July, mark-
ing its second hike in three
months after the comps
raised prices ofits ICE vehicle

policy rates. In the June policy,
the RBI revised its inflation

I3
thetwin risks of below-normal
monsoon and elevated energy

prices,

Thelatest inflation data
be compared with the
period due to the reset of the
CPI basket in January, Rel
inflation was recorded
revised 4 in Ji ¥,
marking the debut for the new
series with .!(J.H as thu h:Lw

3.48%in \prll

“The pass-through of higher
energy and raw material costs
to consumers has started to

iflation higher
:I]'I(l lhp risks to the inflation
trajectory have intensified with
the prospect of a weak mon-
soun rmins,”said Vikram Chha-
b Hor economist at 360
ONE Asser.

hhabra said he expects
inflation to approach 6%, the
upper end of the REIS toler-
ance band, by the end of this
calendar year, “This compli-
cates the RBEs policy choices,

Flipkart strengthens tech
Ieadership acrossdivisions

BLOOMBERS
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US cyber security
giants tap India’s
small businesses

FROM PAGE 16

gavel Janakirama;
COMPany isopen e
s required in evber security
the mament there are signals”™,

“We'reactively lookinginto
AT risks and cvber threats,
which is important because
we're a personal-data-rich
business,” headded.

Rupifi, Bright Hospitality
and Matrimony Groupare the
kind of clients that large US
tech firms believ fi-
cantlyshore uptheir presence
in India, with new tools
designed to combat Althreats,

Onesuch platformis Micro
soft Defender. which the firm
unveiled two vears agoto help
small businesses monitor and

president of Microsoft Secu-
rity, said the low-cost cyberse-
curity platforms are being tar-

Microsoft Defender helps small
firms monitor and mitigate
Al-led cyber threats. ar

Alto, "We've

dent of Palo

prove the bu
wherecybersecur
managed security servicesona
per-month rental moded that is
more efficient for small frms

00 people.”

;m! services asbuild-
ing own teams istougher.
Large cybersecurity vendors

geted direetly al will - eventually
small businesses On 9 March, start  tweaking
that don’t have Gartner said their  security
the resources of  |ndian firmswill  ©fferings to suit
large corpora- : small firms, said
tions. “Nearly Spl!ndb?A blllipn Lalit Kalra, cyber-
30% of busi- OnCyTK rsecu.r‘ty security pariner
; his ¥
nesses, especially services t and  national
small ones, adopt calendar year leader for data
Al that isunsanc- —_— security at EY

tioned or unsafe
1 save money e Secin
more and more small bus
nesses become aware of that.”
USevbersecurity contractor
Palo Alto Networks alsoexpects
to enroll more small venturesin
Indiz. “Wedefinitely se
opportunity in small
medinm businesses in India,
where the focusis on frugality
and investing on busin
growth, as against cybersecu-
rity.” said B.J. Jenkins, presi-

Retail inflation inches up to
3.93% in May as food prices rise

Though inflation remains within RBI's 2-6% tolerance band, a
further rise could push the central bank to increase policy rates.

Year-on-year retall Year-on-year retail infuation (in %)

inflatian (%), 2024 base across ey divisions W AD 2015 B May 2006

o I oo 1
R staurants and

s E | et

izors e Paar\ma-ccn

Aug 2025
Sep 2005

[
[

Ol O |
Clothing and footwear
Nov 202 0.5 | Pecetn s
Dac 2015 12 i
- | Fumishings, househald
pooze (28 | e
eozcrs [N 22| T
HUI.E\"I'E water,
Mar 2026 secrrichy fuels
sorzces (L] oot
Information and

way 202 [T

Souree, Stolistics mirkshy

'I“h.'its:l'ul \\ilh expect .:liun\nl'

ldcnldo
below $90, we expect the RBI
s on pause in the near
term,” he added.

The new index, which uses
2024 as its base year, isbuilton
spending patterns captured in
the 2023-24 Household Con-
sumption Expen *Survey,
The recalibrated weights for
index components in the new
series pushed up headline

| and imoxicants
Food and beverages

Education services

COITTLINICALIoN

mint
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inflation readings modestly,
with theshareof core items ri
ingabout 10 percentage points
andvolatile food prices getting
asmallersay.

The new retail inflation
series also raises housing's
share, reshaping inflation
measurement, easing volat
and altering how the ¢ entral
hank interprets headline infla-
tion trends.

For an extended version of
thisstory, goto livemint.oom

commerce giant Flipkart on Friday
announced high-profileappointments o itstech-
nology leadership team, signalling a deeper push
intoartificial intelligence,
ny fintech capabilities. Goda Ramkumar joins as
president, dats science and Al solutions, while

ore engineering, and N

Govt extends crop protection
spraying gear norms deadline

MINT

New Delhi The government
has extended timeline for
implementing the revised
quality stamdards for crop
protection spraving equip-
ment till October, providing
manufacturers more time to
comply with the norms and

ew Delhis Consumer voice art

i

m Equal Al has raised S30millior
ing round co-led by Prosus Ventures and Tomales Bay

helping ensure uninterrupted availability of such devi-
cesduring the peak cultivation period DHIRENDRA KUMAR

Equal Al raises $30 mn from
Prosus Ventures, Tomales Bay

nee plat-

eries B fund-

“However,
some firms will still likely rely
on smaller. local vendors—
until Al starts impacting the
industry more serionsly.”

Indlia’s own cybersecurity
market is also growing. In
December, Data Security
Council of India said there were
over 400 of them, and the total
revene rose 26% to§ 4.3 billion
in2025.

For an evtended version of
this story, go o liveminLeom

Ine

Musk world’s
Ist trillionaire
as SpaceX
jumps 23%
ondebut

Eﬁbwk@ﬁwmmt com
HEW YORK

paceX shares shot 23%
S higher as the rocket

maker’s shares soared in
their debut on Wall Street and
made chiel executive officer
Elon Musk the first-ever tril-
lionaire.

The shares opi I!Nhll F.I"){l
and kept ng. reac
SI66.90 lmumilz.z{l}:m T
That price gave the company

now estimating
Wi :rlhal! SLirillion.

Lo i ||k‘d-|lliu ppoTtunity
million shares of
SpaceX at the offering price of
81335 apiece. The 875 billion in
procecds easily topped the pre-
vicus record [PO from oil giant
Saudi Arameo in 2018
Musk says SpaceX is going
public now becaus needs
money tofunditsambitions of
putting satellites and data cen-
ters n space and eventually
establishingacolony of people
on Mars,

Musk earlier marked the
openingof trading on Nasdag,
where the company'sare trad-
ingunder the symbol "SPCX,”
by juining a ceremonial bell
ringing from Starbase, the
South Texas home of SpaceX.

He reiterated his lofty goals
"lum:nkeli!'(-muhi-|!Ium.-tar].'.‘
castronau
" Musk
i are watching
paceXwantsto beableto
outothe moon, takeyou
h:-\nud

nology hel tkthrough
and missed deadlines
expected to break that trillion
dhollarmark in the higgest initial
publicoffering everasinvestors
place hets on a company with
losses as big as its ambitions,

@
AN

fintech
Ll

range from 1 April, amid esca-
lating cost pressures due 1o
the West Asia war. em

Mohan Palisetti becomes vice president
and payments engineering, among others,

Capital, the company
Ecpual did not diselose
draise,

Aheae of the Frst teade in Spa-
ceX, Forbes pu sk's net
worthat S982.6 billion,

treaty adoptedatthelLO

Geneva: The first-ove

Aid in a statement on Fri
aluation post the recent fun-
RWIT GHOSH

termational agreement on safe-
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Centre frees spectrumtolet
cars ‘converse’ with each other

The move paves way for V2V alerts on collisions and hazards beyond a driver's line of sight

MEW DELHI

v the end ol this vear, driving
on India’s roads should
become smarter and safer,
The government has paved
the way for the rollout of
connected vehicle safety technology,
which will allow drivers to get alerts
about sudden braking, collisions and
s far bevoned their

A p(mmn of the kev 5.9 GHz band
been freed up for 1 veehicle
mmlnunuznum_ according to a
cation dated 10 June
seen by Mint. The new rules exempt
in-carcommunication devices, known
ason-board units (OBUs), from licens-
ingrequirements.

The department ol telecommunica-
tions (Do) has delicensed 30 MHz of
spectrum in the 5,875-5,905 MHz (5.9
GHz) band, showed the no

The establishment,
workingof OBUs inavehicle, for the sole
purpose of cellular vehicle-to-every-
thing (V2X) communication, which is
operated s part ofintelligent transport
system in the 5,87
fregquency bamd, will be per-
mitted without assignment
of ractio frequency onnon-

30 mHz

Atransport ministry task force has recommended a pilot project and immediate
rollout of key vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) road-safety use cases.

torsdemanded the auction of spectrum
and advocated ateleo-led model for the
rollout of connected vehicle technolo-
gies in the country, “There was some
pushback from telecom companies,
butsince cellular V2X s kargely for road
safety, it fspm'mlm forvehicle
communication) has now
been delicensed,” an
auto industry executive

interference, non-protec- saie on the condition
tion and non-exclusive Ofspectrumhas | ofanonymit
basis, the government been delicensedin Operators

said in the notification.

Separ Lon Thursday,
the Centre exempted short-
range a tomotive radi

the5.9 GH: band

operating in the 77-81 GHz band from |

licensing recquirernents, which will allow
advanced vehicle safety tec hnulnmv-s

n o delicense the spec-
trum bands comes after telecom opera-

Peace rally lifts
markets after a
turbulent week

FROM PAGE 16

ism. Banking and

gards, Falling around 3% eac

The fall in crude prices
shifted investor attention to
sectorsthat benefit from lower
input costs. Karthick Jona-
gadla, smallease manager and
MD & CEO of Quan
Research, said near-term |
ership could stay with oil mar-
krtjngmmp:mim, paints, tyres

first reaction was A
llh with refiner-marketers
i Petroleum Corp.

and Indian Oil Co. Ltd gaining,

Lower crude prices shifted
investor focus 1o sectors that
benefit from lower input costs

tious, “Until F
trade visibility align, India can
participate in rallies, but
unlikely to lead the:

Assoc n of India

(COAT elich not respond to
=7 Mint'squeriestill press time.

VIX has two main compo-

nents: vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and
vehicl i tructure (V2I) com-
2V emables vehicles to
wirelessly exchange information about
the setionand braking pat-
terns. V21 allows the sharing of dat:
between vehicles and smart roadside

FROM PAGE 16

Pressureon Al pricesisalsoa
new data-point in the lon;
g debate over whet her
150 competitors will
commuodify Al modelsincom-
ing years— llflrlhi'].’llsﬁﬂ'h Al
fast pace of
improvements will keep them
Both OpenAl and
Anthropic also offer cheaper
maclels tawhich they
customers to lower costs.
\MI[|WIIIDI1‘(|.IITI.Il'L‘!Ih.II

1i

companices

ahead,

school,
model:

ish.”
s

eride and

hesaid,

=~
Misra, the vice dean of
ngand Alat Columbia

engineering
S “pl'" SOource
are very capable, and
the ability 1o charge:
minm for Als going o dimin-

companies are also try-
ingtokapin to the mome:
for cheaper Al models. Mic

units (RSUs) suchas traffic signals, toll
booths and overhead signs,

In a bid to prevent road accidents,
the Centre will first roll out V2V, for
which licence-exempt use is allowed.

Atask force set up by the ministry of
road transport and highways,
comprising representatives

(Trai) is working on a framework for
spectiim it and te
V2I, which le RSUs to se
real-time alerts to vehicles about ha
ards, traffie conditionsand other devel -
apments beyvonda driver'sline of sight,
V2Vand V21 will create the founda-
tion for V 2N sys-
tems will allow communications
e brands as well as the
ructure, bringing
diverse elements together to assist in
d safety,” said Abhij nha,
onal programme director, National
Highways for EVs nning
apilot tobuild electric highways, “We
will use this technology and OBUs in
our Delhi-Mumbai highway pilot trial.
Deployment of V2X technology can
alsoaid in the development of carmak-
ersadvanced driver assistance systems
(ADAS), which assists in braking and
Tane driving. With newvariantsof SU '\ 5
above 10 akh equipped with A
carmakers hav bwnhmlun;.{lun*lml.'
the technology indigenously.
“Increased use of ADAS in combina-
tion with V2V technologies, along with
improved road infrastructure and
higher road safety awareness, will ele-
vate road safety in our countr
tosh Iver, CEO of Mercedes-Bed
told Mint,
According to Dhruba

from the Automaotive Sarma, senior vice pre

Research Association of 77.. 81 GHz dent and business leader
Inclia (Arai), the Socicty forconnected vehiclesat
of Indian Automobile Auto radar systems KPIT Technologies Ltd,
Manufacturers (Siam), inthebandfread | coordinatedactionacross
the COAL and the Do, from licensing vehiclemanufacturers, tel-

has recommencded a pilot
project and the imme
rollout of day-
arddress pressing n:.ul ifety needs.
Thisincludes emergency electronic
brake alerts to prevent rear-end colli-
forward collision warnings, alerts
in case of a high-speed vehicle from
behind and queve warnings. The Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of India

2026, OpenRouter

thin 500 organ
from proprie
source models,

4P

um
¥

e models cost

between fall 2025 and spring

company has also seen more
ions swap
iry o open-

Optimizing Al spendingean
make forcomplex math, Open-
rless per

while upstream firms ONGC
Ltd and Oil India Ltd came
under pressure,

hahsaid bankingand finan-

ains, supported
ll\ healthy eredit growth and
better business momentum,
sope in select capital
goods and auto ancillaries.
Bhowar expects increased
market polarity, with paints,
aviation and I'T likely to lead.
while traditional high-yield
defensivestocksand upstream
oil firms may underperform,
Compared with key global
markets, India defivered a
mixed performance during the
week. It did better than Japan
1 South Kores
ed Indenesia, France and
#il, where weekly gains
ranged between 2% and 8%,
Jonagadla remained cau-

dl|l|lll rthat reports saying the
e pact first part
may come only by mid-July
could keep investors p
Crude oil was the
er for the week, Brent
toaround S86.58
a barrel as geopolitical tensions
eased. For India, which
depends on imports for over
needs, lower oil pri-
CESC sinflation pres-
sureand support the rupee.
Bhowar said loweroil prices
could give the Reserve Bank of
India more policy Nexibility
anel support companics” mar-
gin-expansion cycle.
hah said oil easing is posi-
tive for sectors where crude
derivatives are inputs, includ-
ingchen painits, tyres and
select industrial stocks,
mayer. bhaleraoilive-
minteom

=

sofl unveiled asuite of smaller
Al modelslast week itsaid can
operate more efficiently than

Anthropic’s recently-re-

he basic unit of Al com-

5, infra-
" structure providersand regu-
Latorsandag e, cosi-sens
deplovment strategy are needed for V2X
adoption tomove beyvond pilot projects.
The Centre aims to roll out
the VEV technology by the end of 2026,
manas.pimpallharealivenint.com
For an extended version of this story,
£otolivemint.com,

ANTHROP\C

Anthropic's recently-released Fable & model Is mare than 50
times more expensive per token than DeepSeek's V4 Pro

AEP

and not
Anthropic
e company
- Il ed models,

task, start to fir
price pertoker
spokesman said.
also has lower
the spokesr
Alexecutiv stant strtup

r hegan exploring Deep-
Seek's V4 model two months
ago, founder Flo Crivello said.
He and his 25-person team
built extensive internal tooling
to see il the Chinese open-

id. The

leading-edge models. Chip | leased Fable 5 source  maodel
titan Nvidia has launched | model is more  BothOpenAland could
Nemotron, afamily of ch than 50 times  Anthropic also in
miodelsthat isgaining traction, | more expensive offercheaper
andalso has backed Reflection, | per token thar : inboxes and cal-
pep el B models to which 3
astartup buildingopen-source | DeepSeck’s Vi they can steer endars, drafting
AL Pro, forexample, ermails, and tran
Open-source Chinese maod- tthe top pro- customers to seribing  meet-
els have be ing in pog prie mdels lower costs ings.
itvacross American businesses. | from companies They found
DeepSeek’ like  OpenAl, that DeepSeck

rose from 1%
May on the startup Vercel's
platform, the company said.
On OpenRowter, another
startup that processes Al que-
ies, DeepSeek has been the
ised Al company since
Among their high-
k‘.‘i{‘.‘j[\('[]ll|r|}.’:‘[l$|rll'{l[‘|'.\(li!l,!l['
souree token usage grew four

Anthropic or Google remain

open-source
resedrche

complex

total cost.

“Companiesare increasingly
evaluating modelson price per
times faster thanclosed-source | sk what it costs tocompletea

competitors,
Insome cases
that meansthey cancompletea
sk using fewer
tokens, equating to a lower

handled these tasks as well as
Anthropi mnet and was
gond aternail triaging in partic-
ular, Andd, Crivello said, it was
10 times cheaper,

The company still uses a
more advanced Anthropic
madel for internal coding, but
overall the move hassaved the
£ - millions of dollars,
Crivellosaid.

Retail diesel curbs may affect
farmers during kharlf season

MEWDELHI

he government’s deci-
sion to restrict diesel
sales at retail fuel sta-

tions and cap purchases at 200
litres percustomer orvehiclea
day could pose challenges for
farmers during the kharif'sea-
son, particularly in regions

reliant on irrigation pumps
and farm machinery.
Industrial, commercial and

institutional users have been
harred from buying petrol and
dhieselat retail pumps and have
been directed to procure fi
through bulk channels. Simul-
taneously, retail diesel sales
have been restricted to vehicle
fuel tanks or containers
approved by the Petroleum
and Explosives Safety Organi
sation (PESO), with a daily pur-
limit of 20

e mm:-sl
curbing hoarding and |
marketing of diesel. They are

, imitially valid for
irdiesel
all retail con-

availability for

-|
b

Petrol pump dealers have sought clarity on PESO-approved

cantainers and compliance requirements,

India Farimers Organisation
meet scheduled for 170
saitl Joginder Singh Ugr:
president of the Bhar
san Union (Ekta U "fd|l~l nl. unl
organization with 200,000
Flnnl-r membersacross Pun-

nzt, Uttarakhand and

bulk to run pump sets and
tractors during sowing and
transplanting.  Agriculture
accounts fornearly two-fifths

sumers, the petroleum minis- | of In 5 anual diesel
try said inastate- demand of
ment on Friday, Diesel sales have

However, the  beencappedat  tonnes. "Hestric-
roove, introddyced 200L a day' with tion could create
}.]T\m!lﬁ::l|:-::|::::: purchases limited unnecessary con-
could inadvert- SU?RPE % :d
ently affect farm- cOmame: afl soi, Die
ers and coopera- vehicle tanks at fuel st:

that pur-
and store
| for peak sowing seasons.
Farmer groups fear the cap
y force repeated trips o
ations, increasing trans-

fue
portation costs and causing

delays, partic
areas where p

v in rural
*located

2.
sel cap is likely to
=inprt costs for farme s, as
may be foreed to make

repeated trips to fuel s s
torefill tanks during peak agri-
cultural operstions, Weintend

totake up the matterat the All-

The Al price war is here, and it is piling
pressure on OpenAl and Anthropic

Many companies have
begun to design theirown Al
moddels using np( -3
alternatives ¢
ging to e dll: e Al c mls

companies  build

W hvn
in-house models and train

them with company data, their
perfotiman 1 improve or
evenexceed the capabilities of
fromtier Al models, executives
say. Others have begun to use
tools that mix and match vari-
ous Al models depending on
cost and what tasks are being
performed.

“Our Als now, they are so
gy and parsimonious,” said
Andrew Moore, the former
head of Google Cloud Al
whose startup Lovelace Alhas
aplatform aimed at making Al
agentsmore efficient.

“They know exactly how to
get something out of the
cheapest models possible,
When they get into trouble,
they temporarily jump up toa

i rice point with a fan-

hi
mous coding tools
developed aproduct that usesa
mixture of AT models, said his
phione has been ringingall d:
every day in recent weeks, as
top executives in industries
ranging from finance o lele

communications have reached
out o try 1o reduce their Al
spending,

“This price war isgoing tobe
good and we want to help ena-
ble that,” said Grinbeng.

Newws Corpr, owner of The
Wall Street Journal, fs a con-
tent-ficensing partnership with
OpenAlL

2026 DOW JONES & COMPANY,
INC.

Sevd backifivensint.oon

F
cally rise four to
five times during Eharil and
rabi months. The curbs may
incony ¢ farmers,” said
Monty Sehgal, spokesperson
of the Petrol Pump Dealers
Association Punjab, repre-
senting 4,000 pumps in the
state, Iteould also affect deal-
ers, he added.

The Centre maintains that
fuel stocks are adequate and
the measures are tlemporary.

vijay.rovedlfvemint com

For an extended version of
this story, go tolivemint, com.

BLOOMEERG

Telecom
firms seek
bulk diesel
curbs lifted

jatin grover@livemin com
NEW DELHI

he Telecom sec-
tor has sought
“urgent consider-

ation™ from the Centre
| to exempt it from the

new restrictions on bulk
‘ diesel procurement at

retail pumps, warming
that the curbs could dis-
rupl  mobile-tower
operations, according
1o executives and a let-
ter seen by Mint_ 1
ruption in diesel supp:
directly affects gent
tors, potentially leading
1ges impacting
nd data services,
including emergency
communications,” the
Digital Infrastructure
Providers Association
saidinaletter o the tel-
ecom department.
For an extended ver-
sion of this story, go to
livemint.com,

Options traders see
Nifty at 23R-25R

ram saa;aumnt com
MUMBAI

pliu mssellersare pric-
ing in a 2,000-point
range for the Nifty in
June onrising hopes of a pre-
deleal between the US
according  to
National Stock Exchange data,
The range will be respected,
subject o nosudden geopoli-
tical surprises, analysts said.
derived fro

o1
positioning, The

130,221 open contracts.

Kruti Shah, quant analyst,
Equirns, said markets could
move ina 2,000-point range
through the month,

However, given the uncer-
Lainty surrounding the marke
trajectory until a final deal is
led, she recommended
buyingastraddle at 23,500 for
the 30 June expiry.

Buying a straddle involves
the simultaneous purchase
and sale of a call and a put at
the same strike or level. The

ain happens if

Analysts the market moves
highest open recommend a sharply to either
interest (O1), or 23 500 straddle side from here,

" for the 30 June The Nifty has
her ﬂl'uulhlaml expiry amid I':ll!uﬁn i from
ing contr: = I78.65 on
concentrated d[ uncertainty over February, a day

3,000 put aUs-Irandeal before the West

and the
call
strike, the thresholds below or
dbove which sellers will begin
to incur losses.

Solong as the market stays
within the range, sellers will
retain the premium paid by
buyers for the options,

As of Friday's provisional
close, the 25,000 put had
93,738 outstanding contracts,
while the 25,000 call had

Asiawar began, to

3.161.6 by
Thursday as it disrupted 10%
of the global crude supply,
causing volatility across major
global markets.

Brent erude has risen 19% to
S88.16 a barrel since the start
of the war, However, prices
have fallen sharply from their
March-end peak af about 5119
i barrel on hopes ofan even-
tual peace deal.
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NEWS

SBI plans an HR overhaul to
address employee burnout

Lender is revamping its employee wellness programme to meet evolving workplace demand

MUMBAI

ng to revanip
wellness programme
to address rising workpl:
anel support new and mi
employees adapt to the evolving
demands of the banking sector,
SBIsaid ina docament, acall for bids
fromservice providers, that it needs to
rl-ah,s.n its human resources strategy
rational shifts, rapid digital
-.Inrm.il iom, and w}\\'iugl.'xw-t -

rh: docume nl said the programme
must be confidential: no individual-
level dataorengagement information
miay beshared with SBLmanagement,
HR, or any third party, except where
v applicable law,

With 245,131 employees, the state-
owned lender is among the largest
r\m;:!m inthe country. Itwants the
service provider to designa cr
emergency response plan unded
employe g psycholog
tress, suicidal ideation, or acritical life
event get immediate trained response,

The bank plans a Mental Health

Apart from that, the state-owned

| lenderwantstode
parental well-being off
“acknowledges the emotional, physi-

d  SBiisaligning its HR strategy with generational shifts while ensuring employea wellness data remains confidential. HT

| dentiat counselling servic
elfortsare designed to help employees
manage both personal aned professional
challenges and culti

“These

said that branch managers in public
sector banks ider tremendous
pressure due to increased targetsand a
lack of adequate manpower.

ate a balanced

SATURDAY, 13 11

NEW DELHI

Spinny begins work on IPO,
eyes raising up to $300 mn

MUMEBAI

aluedrive Technolo-
gies Pyvt, Ltd, which
-car plat-

s begn prepa-
Fations to raise up to $300mil-
lion through an initial public
ng (IPOY and is expected
tofile draft papers in the next
quarter, according 1o two peo-
ple familiar with the matter,
“The company plans to mise
$250-300 million and has
begiin work on the DRHP,”
one of the people said, It has
roped in Morgan Stanley,
Kotak Mahindra Capital, and
Citi India o advise on the pro-
cess, thesecond person added.
Both the people spoke on
condition of anonymity as the
discussions rem,
If the plans proceed as
expected, the listing will add to
the growing pipeline of com-

The used-car seller appointed
Maorgan Stanley, Kotak Capital

and Citi as advisers, REUTERS
panics h' ading to public mar-
ild make Spinny
jjor playerin India'’s
-platform segment to
list, ahead of rivals such as
Cars2tand CarDekhao.
]ill'[PUl'\l'\[l!Lll'iilll]lll.’l

exil to some of Spinny's

the company fresh capital to
funad e ion.
While Citi declined to com-

derand chief
j Singh did not
immediately respond to Mind's
requests for comment till the
time of publishing,
Founded in 2015 by Singh,
Maohit Gupta and Ramanshu
au, Spinny was launched
‘s used-car market
gaining momentun,
driven h\ CONSUMETS e km;z
bettervalue and affordability.
The firm sought to address.
key challenges in used-car
deals, including information
wsymmetry, a lack of trusted
intermediaries, and the diffi-
culty buyers and sellers faced
in discovering fair prices
across a fragmented market.
Through the years, Spinny
raised over 5700 million from
sever Al investors including
anagement and
i Capi
pn\mm vacder. e fivemnint.com
For an extended version of
this story, go to livemint.com.
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+=, GUJARAT ENERGY TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LIMITED

Registerad & Corporate Office, Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan,
Racecourse, VADODARA ~ 390 007
www.getcogujarat.com & hitps:www.nprocure.com

TENDER NOTICE NO. ACE (P&C): Tender No.

2026-2027

[A] CIVIL: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ CIVIL-621, 622, 623, 624, 625, 626, 630, 631,632,
637:-(1) Construction of pile foundations for 66 kV D/C tower for transmission line from 220
kV Hajipir (Dhordo) to 66 kV Mota Rann S/s Ta. Bhuj, Dist. Kutch under Anjar Circle, (2)
Construction of RCC Cable trench for laying of 66 kW Type-5 UG Cable Tranch for Shifting of

work environment,” the hank said inits
202425

Sannual report.

cal, practical, and work-related dimen-
sions ol ransition”.

There are fewer clerksthese daysin
bank branches, and so a branch man-
ager has to do a lot more. He/she
has to get customers, manage the

Champion Programme to raise aware-
ness among peers, “The intent of such
a programme would be to
strengthen early identification,

destigmatization, and access 1o o ) ; o branch, and meet the targets,” he 3nos.ol 66 kV Transmission Lines due to MSIL Plantat Khoraj GIDC Viramgam AM Division
support by ereating a human 55"'\‘6"15'5 crisis- " h"p:ﬂhmhﬁ mental SBlis fUCllﬁSl;lK‘;" ITs also CW%GEH“S said. “Thereisa lot u! pressure to under Surendranagar Circle, (3) Demaolition of existing old Control room, Foundation, Chain-
ht‘u!gv between employees in dis- :gﬁm‘:‘fmmmg‘ e:a;gtrarcnr:r:mt S gxgﬁ;@’gr’agﬂ Earteer::nallwwzlll-being cross-sell products.” link fencing, CW & Construction of New C.R. Building (F.F. Level), foundation, cable trench,

nd the form vn:pluwt'&' care to staff facing awarenessand early  higher stress an support during Stress levels _h“f"‘ incn compound wall, RCC road & ancillary civil works on pile foundations at 66 kV Bhatpore
E NCE Programine, mental healthissues  detection of stress justment pressure  major fife transitions  everywhoere, but SBIisa regy (Green) S/s, Tal. Choryasi & Dist. Surat and 2 Number of Opposite end feeder bays at 220
‘FL:'t:III.:i:iII;‘N:;TI::;: e |<'v;rm- T(Iil:l;:,l\:'l:rl1:1:?"':[::::1'*;;::i‘["““ kV lchhapore S/s under MNavsari Circle, (4) Construction of Control Room Building,
ment during the Ini hanks have witnessed a series | digitizati i Foundations, Cable Trench, Compound Wall, RCC Road & Misc. civil works at 66 kV

careers, up to three
believes that this period m'i\ involve |
increased role complexity,

independent responsibil
adjustment pressure, ;
stress in banking carcers,

largest private sector hanl,
Bank, said it runs several mi[i;il'n':us
foeused on holisticemployee wellness,
suchas Inner Harmony,
Series, stressmanagement, and confi-

ol deaths by sui
with bank unions attributing them to
work pressure a
rlormance targe
. general se
India Bank Employ

s, | accountabili
tlwmlmdl rofinterweave Consulting, a
i inclusion consulting firm,
I ilivemint.com

For an extendedd version of this story,
£oto livemint.com,

dhe in re

il ye

ol agpres-
Venka-
tary of the All
5 Association,

BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, New Delhi

[BSES

TENDER NOTICE Date: 13.06.2026
Sealed tenders under two Bid System (Unpriced & Priced) are invited for fnllowmg job from all bidders.
NIT Mo Brief Mem Description Cthl t'l mb;m& Mn:"'l‘}lmnf

5.09
Crores

03.07 2026
15:00 HRS

03.07.2026
15:45 HRS

CMC/BR/26-27/
FR/CR/AG1366

SCHEME NO: EW23ML1044 FOR CONVERSION
OF B5KV O/ S/ TVL FROM PANKHA ROAD -
SAGARPUR CIRCUIT WITH ROUTE LENGTH -
3100M & GEKY OVH T-0FF CIRCUIT OF PPK-1 TO
REWAR! LINE BY LAYING OF 02 NOS. 66KV
30300 50.MM. XLPE CABLE ROUTE LENGTH -
1400 M- & SCHEME NO: EW2SML1045 FOR
COMVERSION OVERHEAD TO WG OF 338V
PANKHA ROAD TO MAYAPURI CIRCIAT 1 & 2
BY LAYING OF 03 NO'S 33 KV 3X400 MM
2 XLPE CABLE -

5.09
Lakhs

CMC/BA/26-27/ | RATE CONTRACT FOR SUPPLY OF 11KV GRADE | 2192 | 2182 | 03.07.2026 |03.07.2026
FI/PR/FH/1365 | POWER CABLE OF SIZE 4CX300 SOM CABLE Crores | Lakhs | 15.00HRS | 16:00 HRS
CMC/BR/26-27/ | RATE CONTRACT FOR SUPPLY OF TRANSFORMER | 3.93 786 | 03072026 |03.07.2026
FK/PR/RLA367 | INSULATING DI IN BRPL, NEW DELHI Crores | Lakhs | 15:00HRS | 16:15 HRS

Costof each Tender Document ¥ 11800 (Including GST)
Detailed terms & conditions which ingluds Eligibility criteria, Technical Specifications,
various conditions of this notification, farmats, etc. can be downloaded from BRPL

WEDISITE WWW. delhi. pllopen-tend

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open Tander Notico No.
DRMWNGP-E8-2026-01 of 10.06.2026
MName of work: Proposal for Misc. Pway

ORPORATION OF UTTARAKHAND LTI
(13 tradhara Road (IT P

~. RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)

C-lack st Flosr, Yojana Bhawan, Tilsk Marg, C-Scheme, |aipur

| htt s/ frisl.rajasthan.govin, https://doite rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Saem

RISL invites bids from the digible bedders for RFP for Selection of Agency for|
ATS and FMS of existing/new deployment of AP Management Middleware for
Flaj Sewa Dwaar project for 3 years, (UBN : RIS2627SLOB0002E).

Total estimated cost |s INR 12 Cr. The details can be seen on the websies|
https:/feproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,

MAX INDIA LIMITED

\Corporate identity Number: LT45090L2019°L CAS4053
Registened Office: Max House, 1, Dr. Jha Marg, Okinta, Mew Daiy, Ingia — 110020
Tl (924 26 4444
Corporate OMfice: Landmark Howse, 3” Floor, Flal Mo, 65, Secior - 44,
Gurgacn - 122003, Haryana
Website: waw.maxindia com and Email; corpsecretansimarindia com

GMAX e

NOTICE OF  INFORMATION
Members are hereby informed that the Cumpsny has completed the
despatch of the notice of Postal Ballol through efectronic mode on Friday,
June 12, 2028 in compliance with the provisions of section 110 of the
Companies Act, 2013 read with the Companies (Management and
Administration) Rules, 2014, including any statutary modification(s) or re-
enaciment tharaof for the time being in force read with the General Circular
Ho. 03/2025 dated S ber 22, 2025 (in co to the circulars
Isgued earlier n this l’egardrls!ueu by the Ministry of Corperate Affalrs (the
“MCA Circulars"), Regulalion 44 and 47 of the: Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Regquirements)
Regulations, 2015 {“Listing Regulations”) and pursuant to any other
applicable laws, rules and regulations, 1o seek approval of members by wary
of passing of rasuluhclns for the {dkmmg i the manner as se! out in the
Naotice of voting only:
i N:polnlmem of Ms. Mnnnl.m erchandam (DN 11619040) as an
ector the C: 1 held affica for
a term ofwnsacume five years fn:lm Agpril 15, 2026 uplo April 14, 2031
(Special Resolution)
2. Realiocation of the unuliised portion of the proceeds from the rights
issue of fully Da»d up equll‘y shares offered to the eligible equity

The e-voling will commence on Saturday, Juna 13, 2025 at8.00 am. and
will end on 5:00 PM. on Sunday, July 12, 2026, aftar which the e-voling

E-Tender Notice

SHDCUL invites anling bids from interested bidders for selection of agency for clearing,
sanitation & maintenance of reads, drains and green areas in SIDCUL IT PARK, I
Sahastradhara Road. Dehradun, as per detalls described in the respextive bid
[documents. The bidders must furnish complete information as per the procedure laid
dlewn in the respective bid document. Detalled bid document can be downloaded from)

deul.com & ders.gowin between 13.06.2026 1o 27.06.2026,
Further any corrigendum regarding the bid shall be published in above websites
www siideuleom &/or waaLulkctenders genin only. Interested bidders can hawever
submit the camplete bid document poscf fuktenders.povin only
o or before the due dates as mentioned in the bid documents rﬂpfﬂiwh’.

works, repuins b bk, scatlined renewal
and repsrs under S5E(P-Way) Warcra
undar ADEN Warara jurisdiction in
Magpur division for 2 years
Approximate Cost : 12056006464,
Earnest Money: 1411200.00. Date &
time of closing of tender 02.07 2026
15.00 Hrs, Complete details and

for a-tendenng and on-fine

analyse your investments

module shall be disabled by NSDL.

In accordance with Sscm |'|0 of the Cnmpames M 2013 and Rules 22
and 20 of the C i and A 1) Rules, 2014
read with MCA Circulars, Dhysu;ar opies of the Notice will not be circulated
fo the members. Howewer, it is clarified that ail the who are
members of the Company as on June 5, 2026 ("Cut-olf date”) (including
those mambers who may nol have received this Notice due 1o non-
registration of their email 1Ds with the Company or with the Depositories)
shall be entitled to vota in lelet-on todhe remlulnns specified in this Notice.
Diatails ey Uger 1D
and password are rmﬂed ovav email 1o aII sharahdders who have
registerad thedr emall addresses.

Enlire shareholding of the Company has been i demal mode. Therefons,
the shareholders whose email ids are not registerad with the depositories,
are requested 10 kindly register their e-mail ids with their respective
Depesitory Paricipants (DPs) and send a scanned copy of client master to
Investor@masserv.com for procuring user id and password for a-voting for
the resolutions sel out i this postal ballot notice. Alternatively,
sharehoiders may send a request 1o eveting@Ensdl.co.in for procuring user
id and password for @-voting by providing above mentioned documents,
Amy marnber who does not receive the Postal Ballot Motice may obtain the
sama by sanding an amail at uwsemr@mnsservm The same can also

from the Company' com
P!sanelreal this Motice as our attempt to reach all our members who have
missad or nol recetved other commanication on this subject matter and

Name of lIE and BID Notlice AREA, NIT Mo,
for the above work s
felection of agency for cleaning, sanitation & HE (IT BARK) | 219/SEDCUL026 | | available on Rallway's website :
fmaintenance of roads, drains and green area www.lreps. gov.
1 gov.in
SHDCUL IT PARK, IIE Sahastradhara Road,
g Lt EXPIS16T DRM(Works), Nagpur
WANAGER|
CENTRAL RAILWAY

Introducing Opan Tandur Notice No. Sr.OMM/

3 3 NGP 95265347A Dtd 10.06 2026
n]lnt Por‘follu Tender File No.: 95 26 5347A.
Description in brief: (1) ACP Boards

with défferent sizes detailed ificats
A Smarter way to atischad Quantity: 7723 Sq FL (2) ACP

Boards with frame and mounting detailed
| specilications. Quantity: B570 Sg.Ft
(3) Supply and installation of braille
signages layout on S8 plate (detailed
| specification attached) Quantity: 17
Mos. (4) Supply and installation of brailie
|signages on S5 plate [detailed
specificalions attached). Quantity; 156
Nos. (5) Flex Board or Foam sheel Smm
with fron frame detailed

Imtend to inthe remote e-voling.

The Chairman or any other person authorized by the Chairman shall
declare the results of the postal ballot on or before Tuesday, July 14, 2026,
The results of the Postal Baliol along with the Scrutinizer's report will be
hasted on the websites of the Company i.e. waww.maxindia com and alse
shall be communicated to BSE Limiled ("BSE") and Mational Stock
Exchange of India Limited ("NSE"), whera the Company's Equity Shares
arg listed and be made available on their respeclive websides viz
www. bsaindia.com and www.nseindia.com. The Company will also display
the results at s Registered and Corporate office.

In case of any grievances/quenes relating to e-voling, members may refer
FAQs and user manual for shareholders to cast their votes in Help section
at www.evoling.nsdl.com or contact at evoting@nsdl co.in. Further, in case

| attached. Quantity: 16208 Sq.ft. (6)
Foam sheet Smm with Iron Frame
specfication altached, Quantity: 16208
Sqf. Date & time of closing of Tender
01.07.2026 at 11,30 hrs. Detaills on
Railway's website www,ireps.gov.in
EXPS2268 Sr.DMM, Nagpur

of 1o the remate e-voling System, membens may
contact at evoting@nsdl.co.in or al 022- 4BBET000
mambers may contact the Registrar and Transfer Agent of the Cnn'oanr
M's. Mas Services Limited al 011-41320335 or investorfmassery, com,
By crder of the Board
For Max India Limited
Sdl-

Kumbhan Sfs, Ta. Mahuva & Dist. Bhavnagar under Amreli Circle, (5) Annual rate confract
for construction of Power Cable french required for shifting of existing overhead Line part of
any voltage class in sub-station or applicant premises on as and when required basis under
jurisdiction Dist. Surat, Mavsani, Dang, Tapi, Valsad at any location under Navsari Circle, (6)
Construction of Control Room Building, Foundations, Cable Trench, Compound Wall, RCC
Road etc. at 66 kW Ghodisimel Sis and 02 Nos. of Opposite end feeder bay along with misc.,
otherwork at 132 k\ Tilakwada S/s, Ta. Naswadi, Dist. Chhotaudepur under Jambuva Circle,
(7) Bi-Annual Rate Contract for Previding Pile Foundation to Towers at any location for
proposed transmission line of any voltage class within the jurisdiction of Navsari Circle, (8)
Construction of Control Room Building, Foundation, Cable Trench, Compound Wall, RCC
Road, Borewell etc. at 66 kV Dungari (Isarwada) S/s Ta. Idar, Dist. Sabarkantha under
Himmatnagar Circle, (8) Construction of Control Room Building , Foundations, Cabla
Trench, C'Wall, RCC Road & Misc. Civil works etc. at 66 kV Saral S/s Ta. Dhanera, Dist.
Banaskantha under Palanpur Circle, (10) Construction of control room building, security
cabin, gantry & equipment foundations, precast cable trench & precastcompound wall, RCC
Road, FPWall, water sump, ol sump, yard levelling & mise, Civil works etc. at 66 kV Ghunda
() S/s, Ta, & Dist. Morbi under Gondal Circle,

[B] LINE: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ E-457, 458, 468/ UPRATING/ TL/ 132kV/ 220kV/
S&E:- (1) Supply, erection, testing & commissioning for LILO of S/C 132 kV Dhandhuka
—Paliyad Line & S/C 132 kv Dhandhuka —Botad Line at 132 kV Ranpur on M/C Tower with
ACSR Panther Conductor 48F OPGW cable having route 1.7RKM (Overhead part), (2)
Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning 220 kV LILO of existing 220 kV S/C Visavadar
Savarkundla line at 220 kV Bhesan substation on D/C tower with AL-59 conductor
(Equivalent to weight of ACSR Zebra conductor) and 48F OPGW cable having route length
of 3.149rkm under Kisan Suryodaya Yojana (Phase-1) under Junagadh circle on turnkey
basis, (3) Supply, Installation, testing & commissioning of conversion of 220 kV Wagra —
Dahaj (220 kV) line-1 & 220 kV \Wagra - Haldarwa line-1 of Bharuch Circle with ACSR Zebra
Conductor into eguivalent HTLS Conductor (Equivalent weight of Zebra Conductor with
Higher Ampacity}.

[C] SUBSTATION: ACE (P&C)/ CONTRACTS/ E-427, 459:- (1) Design, Engineering,
manufacturing, supply, erection, testing & commissioning of + 125 MVAR STATCOM at 220
kV Tharad Substation on Turnkey basis including civil works. ,(2)Supply, Erection, Testing, and
commissioning of 66 kV equipment’s & materials on Turnkey basis including civil works for 66
kV Substations and associated transmission lines (OH only) (Package-4 i.e., Bharuch Zona).
Above tenders are available on website www.getcogujarat.com (for view and download
only) & tender.nprocure.com (For view, download and online tender submissions).
Note: Bidders are requasted to be in touch with our websites till apening of these tenders.

Date: 13/06/2026 I/c. Additional Chief Engineer (Procurement & Contracts)

T T
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Connected cars to bea reality™| Spinny begins workon IPO,
as govt opensspéectrum P-Pi4 | eyes $300 mn fundraise PP15
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Aspirations

.2 lakh Startups creating employment and

innovation opportunities for the youth

10 nno+ Atal Tinkering Labs connecting
1.1+ crore students with science and technology

Peacerally lifts markets
after a turbulent week

As crude slips below $90, buyers who had stayed away during the week, stream in

quicksprint on Friday
helped Indian mar fets
close a volatile v
with solid ga
signsof peace

Asia rekindled investor optimis
worldwide, As crude oil slipped
below 890 a barrel, buyers who
« away during a turbulent
wieek o qndm.]w]pm;.,]h: Street
clock the best gains in cight weeks.
The Sensex rose L7% over the
week, while the Nifty gained 1L1%.

Market participants agreed that easing geopolitical risk is positive, but
remain divided on whether india can outperform in the near term.
Weekly retums (%) of BSE sectoral indi
¥ “*  crudeoll prices
Top gaipect {$per barre)
s IES]
Fnancatservices ([N 22
mace [ 1.2

Top losers

EEI o ation technology
ECI— =
26 Rl

¥EELSS"-ERECE)-IE Returns for the weak anded 12 june 2036, 31 D 2005 T fun 2026
Source prnime
Maust of the gains came on Friday, 4
whenthe Nifty jumped Putoclose  BROAD GAINS
23622 90andihe Sense il SENSEX rose 17% for « FPIS netsoldequities < BANKING, FMCG
75,527, h the hJIFhL"‘l ‘I‘_"“' ﬁ-‘ll the week whilethe | worth#|4533crare | stocksweretop
both since 8 April. On that day, Nifty gained 11% ' onFriday * weekly performers.

Indian equities had rallied nearly
A, cheered by a US-Iran ceasefire
announcement.

J v cooled sharply: the
India VIX, which measures
expected  market  volatility,
declined from around I7 to 1ET
during the week, slipping below
the key 15-mark for the first time

GOPAKUMAR WARRIER/MINT

since the warerupted in West Asia.
Biruary, a day before the

sigmed asearly as thisweekend

conflict flared, the VIX was at | ing sentiment globally, even as
13,70, Tehran said that a final decision
US President Donald Trumpon | was pending, Trumpalso called off

military strikes on the Islamic
Republic hoursafter threatening to

Thursday announced thatadeal to
end the conflict and reopen the

Strait of Hormuz could be |

take control of its oil industry,
arket participantsagreed that
casing geopolitical risk is positive,
but remain divided on whether
India can outperform in the near
term. “Predicting market move-
mentsoverthe nest week ormonth
rer challenging, given ongo-
ing globaluncertainties. However,
asconcerns around the Al-driven
trade unwind and greater clarity
emerges on the US-Tran conflict,
India’s medium- to long-term out-
look remains highly compelling.”
said Kuunal Shah, fund managerat
Carpelian Asset Management &
Advisors,

Vipul Bhowar, executive
director and head of equities at
Waterfield A
could seea

at eight-
aresupportive for India, especially
rate-sensitivie and consumption-
driven sectors.

Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) net sold equities worth
L33 erore on Friday,

Sectortrendsreflected selective

TURN TO PAGE 14

Jewellen

Food fans retail
inflation to 3.93%,
Just shy of RBI goal

subhash. narayan@ivernint.com
NEW DELHI

in May from 3.48%
April, even as policvmak-
ers and experts foresee prices
firming up further inthe com-
ingmaonths,

Frica nal data
showed food inflation under
the new series al 4.78%. up
from +.20% in April and 3.87%
in March. Housing mflation
u.mal: z! 12 <.!‘L\l I't’lUIIEhd}.,"’il[!Hl

I ndia'sretail inflation climbed

\Innh }'r(‘un S mets
aswellascertain veg-
etables Taced the strongest
inflationary pressure,

Food items account for a
Large share of consumer price
index, meaningsharpswingsin
their prices often dominate
headiine inflation irrespective
of broader price trends. F r.mn(l
inflation turned
beginning June 20
down headline CPLint;
an all-time low of €
October.

“Inflation is expected to
moveupwardsat adifferential
pace in the coming months,
depending on transmission of
higher energy prices to differ-

ent products. And subse-

Musk world's 1st trillionaire as
SpaceX jumps 23% on debut
SpaceX shares shot 23% higher as the rocket
maker's shares soared in their debut on'Wall
Street and made chief executive officer Elon
Musk the first-ever trillionaire The shares
opened at $150 and kept rising, reaching

$166.90 around 1220 pm ET. P13

Hair colourmakersordered
to brush up on standards

India's apex drug regulator has asked
cosmetics manufacturersand importers to
adhere to prescribed standards for hair-
colour products and promptly disclose any
changes in their compeosition or
formulation, accordingtoa circular,
Option traders are bettingona
23K-25K Nifty in June

Options sellers are pricing ina 2,000-point
range for the Nifty in June on rising hopes of
apreliminary US-Iran deal, according to
Mational Stock Exchange data, The range will
berespected, subjectto nosm&e;

Food items account fOr alarge
share of consumer price index.

P13

quently, the monsoon impact
will get reflected infood prod-
uct prices,” said Madan Sabna-
vis, chiefeconomist at Bank of
Baroda. “The inflation num-
bers are ng as the
ion number of

st 1 dbriven by food prices with
lation being 4.8%,"
llu- \{.u Fj.:uru rema uu-(l

address employee burnout

India’s largest lender, State Bank of India
(SBl), is planning to revamp its employee
wellness programime to address rising
workplace stress and support new and mid-
career employees adapt to the evolving
demands of the banking sector. *P15

Ih-wn':' Bank of India’s
mid-range inflation target.
Though inflation remains

TURN TO PAGE 13

US cyber security JSW racesinto e-bussegment Centre to chargeup EV

giants woo India’s
small businesses - -

NEW DELHI

with 6,230-bus tender play

neously
its electr
gervehicl

arup for the debut of
el hybrid passen-
JSW Greente

ch,  MEWDELHI

manas. pimpalkhare@livemint.com

infraon 74 key hlghways

reviewed by Mint, the Centre
tess to submit oS-
etting up charging
rastructure under the PM

shouvik. das@livemint.com
SANFRANCISCO

merica’stop cybersecu-
rity firms are a;‘ln'nmy,
their focus toward small

Indlian busi

15 artifici: 1[
Iriven threats
surge following Anthropic's
rollout of Claude Mvthos, a
powerful model capable of
autonomously  di i
software vulnerals
building complex
chains overnight.,
Over the past three years,
Indian ventures with revenues
under $300 crore have become
acutely aware of the threat Al
represents, While theircyber
security spending hasn't risen
dramatically just yet, a sharp
surgeisseenasthreats escalate.
Micro, small and medinm
enterprises (MS com-
prised over 0% of Tndia's reg-
istered businessesin FY26, and
the sector contributed 31% to
Inidia's gross domestic pre :(llk‘
On 9 March, Gartner sai

exploit

curity in 2026 in response (o
growingcyber threats from AL
Anubhav Jain, co-founder

and chielexecutive ol Bengalu-
- b\w:ii l|i"ild| ]l neling dmi

I I'umlu;.:_\‘.‘%nlutimn.
firm isevaluating cybersecurity
salutions as Al threats evolve,

S0-6G0% in im ¥y il
Jain, whose company |~.Imkw|

-
Al-driven threats have surged
after Mythas rollout. stoackeono

by investors Tiger Global and
Bessemer Venture Partners.

I i Sethi, proprietor anid
managing director of Delhi-
basedd restaurants operator
Bright Hospitality, concurred,
addding that even forsmall busi-
nesses 1h1t Llnn'l rely on the

crugia l:mnrnp-mlmm. said
We contract our data
ment, security and
operations tea third party firm
in Delhi, Credence Technolo-
gies. Though we ha
wnoteof the ris
\I we'll certainly hmk.;l con-
sulting firms and in
spending if ourd
formsare at risk

Athird such data-rich small
firm is the Matrimony Group,
whichoperates wedding servi-

TURNTO PAGE 13

JSW Group subsidiary
bid inthe recently con-
cluded government

tender for 6
and although it did not winany
orders, the move marked the
steel-to-energy conglomerate'’s
entry into a tightly contested
market and conveved tent
toexpand its presence.,

JSW Eco Mobility Pyt Lid,
the group's bus ope
mitted bids across all five cities
and undercut legacy compa-
nies Tata Moltd Olectra
Greentech, JEM !
Leyland, muuhn-r!mh afor
thetenderthat Mint reviewed,

s

A

F

HIEuT

|5W prepares to launch its first
electric bus within a year

The JSW arm was the second or
third-lowest bicder in at least
fourcities: Pune, Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad and Delhi.

JSW made the bidsasit pre-
pares to launeh its firstelectric
| buswithina yvear and simulta-

the builder of the group's
- bieses headed by chicfexecu-
tive officer Sumit Mittal,
secured a ‘type approval certifi-
cate' for one of its upcoming
models, indicating compliance
withsafety, technical, and per-
formance standards.

“The company is setting up
its plant, and we expect themto
become more active and
aggressivein the market in the
upeoming tender

§ Ldetailsol JSW'se-bus
business have been scarce and
maost of the focus has been on
setting up the capacity of JSW

TURN TO PAGE 13

he Centre has ashed
state governments and
the National Highways

Authority of India (NHAL to
fast-track electric vehicle (EV)

according totwo peoples
of the development and a doc

g

Hoption
busesand trucks,
o running out of
e on longer
routes, mmmnn] rreferred to
xi A seendasa
kew deterrent to EVadoption,

InakJune communication |

Srates to submit pxoposals
under PM E-Drive plan MiNT
to states and the NHAL the
Centre has identified 74 prior-
ity corridors for EV charging
deplovment, including 50
routes for electric cars and
buses aned 24 freight corridors
for e-trucks. In the letter,

E-Drivee scheme, that mins till
the end of FY28,

These routes include n
intercity stretches such as
Ahmedabad-Mumbai, Benga-
luru-Mumbai, Chenna
gercoil, Hyderabad-Raipur
and  Panipat-Gorakhpur,
among others. India has 599
nal highway routes that
span 6,000 k.
1e Centre has already
sanctioned 13,800 govern-
ment-run e-buses in various
states under the PM E-Drive
scheme, and is considering a
plan to support the rollout of

TURN TO PAGE 13

The Al price war is here, piling pressure on OpenAl and Anthropic

he Al price war has
Tlu:gun
Big t‘umpamu. and
startupy i
escala
costs, areincreasingly tuming

totools that tapinto cheaper Al
models,

including  THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

soomie from
China.
That’s raising pressure on
inclustry leaders OpenAl and
Anthropictolower theirprices,
a prosprect that coubd ot their
ability to grow into profitable
enterprises,
The new cos
help busines:
by dynamic:

v switching

amongamixture of third-party
Almodelsand in-house AL
tems built using freely av:
ble, open-source maodels. The
stem allows autonomous

lhuu: madle by Chinese compa-
nies like Alibaba an{l Deep-
for

many
tions,

The

agents only
tap the most capable versions
of OpenAl's ChatGPT and
\mhmpu udle for more

sisted work by as
according to
sing the tools.

“Once we find something |

n reduce costs for |

OpenA:

Startups and tech giants alike are mixing and matching Al models

to avoid the premium prices charged by industry leaders.

that is working well and engi-
neers love, we find ways
vtk it costeffective,” said Dan
Robinson, founder of Detail, a
startup that identifies bugs,

RELTERS.

“There's really an embarrass-
ment of riches right now com-
ingoutofthe open source kabs.”

Robinson shifted 90% of

Detail'sworkload from Claude |

and Google's Gemini to cus-
torm miodels and GLM, a family
of models developed in China,

Theshift tocheaper models
appearsto have plaved arolein
arecent declineina widely fol-
lowed index that tracks Al
spending, Citadel Securities
said inareport thisweek. “Even
the most powerful technolo-
giesmust passthroughthe pro-
saie discipline of cost curves,
capacity constraints and mar-
ginal returns,” the report said,

OpenAlisconsidering dras-
tic cuts to the price
Al users, ahead ¢
the company expects at
Anthropic, The Wafl Street
Jorigrnal veported,

The company sees itsell as
having an advantage ins

seenario because it spent mas-
sivet sums in the past year to
SeCUre access to computing
resourees at far lower prices
than what'savailable now.

Chiel Execut
said ata recent comps
that costs had suddenly
become “a hug "

The growing price war
threatens to widen los i
OpenAland Anthropic. which
are already blecding billions of
dollars a year to pay I'ol com-
puting firepower to |
operate advanced
Bothcompanies|
fidential paperwork ahead of
potential initial public offer-
ings.

TURN TO PAGE 14
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