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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

“| WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rentlyundergoing treatment at
ahospitalin the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime ministerdur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartookasplit-second
decision that saved the lives of
S0 many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa, a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwaslying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. With what-
ever energy that was left with
me, I managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“I was fighting for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit), I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“Atthat time,Ithought if
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,Ihavebeena
Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there.Evenwhile
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,’he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesand were engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignoredyourown safetyand
were concernedabout the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians.I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,”he said.
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India races toAsiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
along-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
with abrilliant six-gold haulon
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowat thessole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze.India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  em

In between, Indian boxers
were quiteliterally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthemen's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelate surgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines such as
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted region where the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
PresidentXiJinpinglast month
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG

Ahmedabad



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
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"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime minister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa,a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwaslying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, | managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“I'was fighting for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo
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CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit),I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,| havebeena
Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I'was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the
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NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there. Even while
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,”hesaid.
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THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
a long-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowat the sole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  rn

In between, Indian boxers
were quiteliterally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI
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SUDHI RANJAN SEN
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INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted regionwhere the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last month
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.
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"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
dent tothe prime minister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa, a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwas lying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, | managed to act properly
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said.“Iwas fighting for my life,
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moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo
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on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
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repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
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andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
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Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
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closed.When I'was lying down
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could make one last push — the
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You have enhanced
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doorwasright there.Evenwhile
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
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WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

India racestoAsiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
along-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowat the sole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
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In between, Indian boxers
were quite literally the Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampion enrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgeinthe Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines such as
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted region where the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
PresidentXiJinpinglastmonth
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broader relationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime minister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa,a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwaslying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, I managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“I'was fighting for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit),I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,| havebeena
Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I'was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there. Even while
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,”hesaid.
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India racestoAsiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
a long-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowat the sole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
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easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI
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passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
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ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last month
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bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  rn

In between, Indian boxers
were quiteliterally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted regionwhere the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last month
welcomed “steady progress”in

HYDERABAD

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime minister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa,a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwaslying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, I managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“I'was fighting for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit),I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,| havebeena
Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I'was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there. Even while
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,”hesaid.

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

India racestoAsiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
a long-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowat the sole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  rn

In between, Indian boxers
were quiteliterally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

CHENNAI/KOCHI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted regionwhere the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last month
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospitalin the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
dent tothe prime ministerdur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa, a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwas lying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, [ managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“Twas fighting for my life,
but Iwas determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif I don’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because [ was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit), I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“Atthattime,I thought if
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,IThavebeena
Captainforthelast11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there. Even while
I'was still taking blows, I could
justopen the door,”he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the country can proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesand wereengaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,’hesaid.

WWMW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

India races toAsiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
along-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowatthesole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions tostun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday e

In between, Indian boxers
were quite literally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all timebythe country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampion enroute to

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelate surgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

Kolkata

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted region where the border
with China has repeatedly
strained tiesbetween the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
PresidentXiJinpinglast month
welcomed “steady progress” in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

B Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime minister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa,a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwas lying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, I managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“Iwas fighting for my life,
but [ was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit),I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,|havebeena
Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed. When I'was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there.Evenwhile
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart, hesaid.
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India races to Asiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
along-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiais nowat the sole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archeryteam clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  rn

In between, Indian boxers
were quite literally the 'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgeinthe Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted region where the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
PresidentXiJinpinglastmonth
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG

Lucknow



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

® TURNING THE HEAT ON POLL PANEL CHIEF

Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime minister dur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartooka split-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa,a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwaslying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. Withwhat-
ever energy that was left with
me, I managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“Iwas fighting for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit),I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,”he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeatenand sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,| havebeena
Captainforthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed.When I'was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there. Even while
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the countrycan proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,”hesaid.
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India racestoAsiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
a long-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowat the sole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurve archery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  rn

In between, Indian boxers
were quiteliterally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelatesurgein the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted regionwhere the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping last month
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral tiesand reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG
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Police personnel detain protesters demanding resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar near Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, on Friday

flydubai pilot tells
PM: Did not want
to let others die

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 2

"I WAS FIGHTING for my life,
but Iwas determined not to let
others die,” flydubai Captain
Smit Machchhar told Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Fri-
day while recounting the terri-
fying moments after being
attacked by his co-pilot mid-air
but still managing to save the
aircraft. Modi spoke over the
phone to the pilot,who is cur-
rently undergoing treatment at
ahospital in the UAE.

Machchhar, who was
stabbed and seriously injured
by his co-pilot in the cockpit of
flydubai flight FZ1073 while
travelling from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday, gave a
detailed account of the inci-
denttothe prime ministerdur-
ing the video call. Modi lauded
the pilot’s bravery, presence of
mind and composure,and said
Machchhartookasplit-second
decision that saved the lives of
so many people.

Machchhar shared that
whenever he faces difficulty, he
recites the Hanuman Chalisa, a
hymn devoted to Lord Hanu-
man.“Iwas lying on the floor (of
the cockpit) injured. With what-
ever energy that was left with
me, I managed to act properly
and saved the plane,” the pilot
said.“Iwas fighting for my life,
but I was determined not to let
others die. It was such a crucial
moment. There was a moment
when I realised thatif Idon’tdo

SMIT MACHCHAAR,
CAPTAIN, FLYDUBAI

Because I was lying
on the ground (in
cockpit), I could feel
that the aircraft was
going down

something —becauseIwaslying
on the ground (in cockpit), I
could feel that the aircraft was
going down,” he said.
Machchhar said he was
repeatedlybeaten and sustained
multiple injuries, but he told
himself that he had to get up
andact.“At that time,I thoughtif
Idon’tgetup...Ihavebeenflying
planesfor17years,|havebeena
Captain forthelast 11years,and
I knowwhat is happening in an
aircraft even with my eyes
closed.When I'was lying down
below, I knew for a fact that if I
could make one last push — the

PTI

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

You have enhanced
the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel
proud from the
bottom of my heart

doorwasright there.Evenwhile
I'was still taking blows, I could
just open the door,” he said.
Modi told Machchhar that
the country can proudlysaythat
Indians are not those who take
lives, but those who are willing
torisk theirlives to save others.
“Atthattime,youreceived so
manyinjuriesandwere engaged
in a fight of life and death. But
youignored yourown safetyand
were concerned about the safety
of the passengers. You have
enhanced the honour of 140
crore Indians. I feel proud from
thebottom of myheart,”hesaid.
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India races to Asiad top-5 India renames
with six gold medals

AJAI MASAND &
PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
Nagoya, October 2

THE WOMEN'S HOCKEY
team's perseverance earned it
along-awaited gold as well as
Olympic qualification, while
boxers, archers and wrestler
Sujeet Kalkal also exceeded
expectations as India surged
into the Asian Games top-five
withabrilliant six-gold haul on
the penultimate day of compe-
titions here on Friday.

Indiaisnowatthesole fifth
position with 76 medals,
including 16 gold, 25 silver
and 35 bronze. India seems to
be heading for a strong finish
if the Friday show is any indi-
cation.

It was the end of a 44-year
wait in women's hockey when
India defeated defending
champions China 1-0 in the
final to secure the gold as well
as a direct qualification to the
2028 Los Angeles Games.

Lalmremsiami’s 10th
minute strike was enough to
close the day as brilliantly as it
started when the women’s
recurvearchery team clinched
its maiden Asiad gold by
shocking 10-time Olympic
champions South Korea in the
final.

The recurve trio of Ankita
Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and 17-
year-old Kumkum Mohod pro-
duced a composed perfor-
mance under challenging
conditions to stun the Koreans
5-3.
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(Top) Indian women's hockey team celebrates its victory over
China in the Asian Games final, and in the process, qualifying
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics; Gold medallist Lovlina
Borgohain poses after winning the women's 75kg boxing final
at the 20th Asian Games, in Nishio, Aichi, Japan, on Friday  pm

In between, Indian boxers
were quiteliterally the'Lords of
the Ring'as Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg), celebrating her 29th
birthday, Parveen Hooda
(65kg) and Ankush Panghal
(80kg) outwitted higher-rated
opponents to ensure three gold
medals.

It was the best gold haul in
Asiad boxing by India and can
easily be considered the
among the best performances
of all time by the country's box-
ing contingent.

Sujeet's detremination on
the wrestling mat was exem-
plaryashetookthe men's 65kg
category gold, defeating an
Olympicchampionenrouteto

the title and erasing a massive
2-9 deficit in the final.

Adding to the joy were the
silver medals claimed by mixed
and men's recurve archery
teamsand bronze medals from
sailor Nethra Kumanan in
women'sdinghyand themen's
quadrant team in sepak-
takraw.

Thelate surge in the Games
has bolstered India's overall
campaign that had looked
patchy due to the under-per-
formanceindisciplines suchas
shooting and badminton. The
latter was particularly disap-
pointing for failing to deliver
beyond a men's team bronze
this time. PTI

28 Ladakh sites

SUDHI RANJAN SEN
October 2

INDIA RENAMED 28 places and
geographical features in the
northern territory of Ladakh,
asserting its claims in a dis-
puted region where the border
with China has repeatedly
strained ties between the Asian
neighbours.

The locations — including
peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys and land areas
— were formally identified on
official Survey of India maps,
the home ministry said in a
statement on Friday. The gov-
ernment said the exercise, car-
ried out in consultation with
the Ladakh administration,
was aimed at standardising
the names of the places and
facilitating their accurate
recognition and greater public
awareness.

Some of thelocationsarein
territory claimed by India but
controlled by China, making
the move particularly sensitive
as the two sides seek to sta-
bilise ties after years of ten-
sions over the border.

The cartographic move
comes more than six years
after a deadly border clash in
Ladakh that killed 20 Indian
and at least four Chinese sol-
diers in June 2020. India sub-
sequently imposed additional
curbs on Chinese investments
following the confrontation.

Relations have since gradu-
ally stabilised. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
PresidentXi Jinping last month
welcomed “steady progress”in

BORDER CLAIMS

M Peaks, mountains, glaciers,
passes, valleys have been
given new names on official
Survey of India maps

M Territorial claims: Some
locations are in territory
claimed by India but
controlled by China

M Exercise aims to
standardise names,
improve recognition: Govt

M Move follows efforts by
India, China to stabilise ties

bilateral ties and reiterated that
differences should notbecome
disputes. Modi also stressed
that peace along the border
remained essential to the
broaderrelationship.Boundary
negotiators have meanwhile
agreed to pursue an “early and
substantial harvest” of delimi-
tation, according to an August
statement.

In a similar exercise in
August, India renamed 27
places and geographical fea-
tures in Arunachal Pradesh, a
northeastern region also
claimed by China.

—BLOOMBERG
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