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RIYADH: Bahrain and
Egypt are attempting
to mend ties between

the United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia, two sources said,
weeks into a diplomatic rift
between the Arab world’s most
powerful countries. Saudi
Arabia and the UAE had a
public falling out in December
when the kingdom accused its
neighbour of threatening its
national security by supporting
Yemeni separatists who or-
chestrated a brief land grab. A
source close to the Saudi gov-
ernment insisted there was “no
need for mediation” because
direct channels are open be-
tween the two countries. — AFP

‘Bahrain, Egypt
Mediating
UAE-Saudi Rift’ 

BEIJING: China in-
creased its support
for Russia’s war in

Ukraine in 2025 and is likely to
deepen cooperation with
Moscow further this year,
Western officials said, casting
doubt on efforts by European
leaders to improve relations
with Beijing. President Xi
Jinping has become more
assertive and confident in his
supporting Russia’s Vladimir
Putin, and attempts by the
Europeans to persuade their
Chinese counterparts to help
end the war have become
more challenging over the past
year, the officials said. Russia’s
war in Ukraine wouldn’t be
able to continue without
ongoing Chinese support,
particularly the export of
dual-use components and
critical minerals used in Rus-
sian drone production, the
officials said. — Bloomberg

‘China Steps Up
Aid to Russian
War Effort’ 

that he hoped Europe “together with
us are willing and able to defend it”.

CHANGE IN TONE 
Aside from immigration, Rubio
otherwise largely avoided the MA-
GA flashpoint and culture war is-
sues that German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz said on Friday, had dee-
pened a “rift” between US and Eu-
rope. Rubio’s speech marked a
sharp contrast to that of  US Vice
President JD Vance a year ago,
when he used the same stage to at-
tack European poli- cies
on a range of  is-
sues including
free speech,
shocking Eu-
ropean allies.

The Trump ad-
ministration has
also charged that
Europe faced a “civil-
isational de-
cline” and
has

courted far-right parties on the
continent. 

Ties plunged last month when
Trump stepped up threats to annex
Greenland, an autonomous terri-
tory of  NATO member Denmark,
forcing European nations to stand
firm in protest.

Some breathed a sigh of  relief  fol-
lowing Rubio’s speech, with Esto-
nia’s Defence Minister Hanno Pev-
kur saying “it was needed to show
that we are still allies and part-
ners.” But others said they did not
mark a shift in the US stance.

European leaders at the Munich
Security Conference have pledged
to shoulder more of  the burden of
shared NATO defences, saying this
was essential for Europe to counter
a hostile Russia.

UKRAINE WAR 
Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy de-
cried that political
efforts to end the
war have not
worked. “Weap-
ons evolve faster
than political de-
cisions meant to
stop them,” he
said, calling for
speedier arms de-
liveries for Uk-
raine’s Western-
supplied air de-

fence systems.

Rubio Tells Europe to Join Trump’s
Fight, says it Belongs with the US
MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE Rubio says the goal was not separation but renewing an old friendship

AFP

Munich: US Secretary of  State Mar-
co Rubio sought to reassure a nerv-
ous Europe on Saturday, saying that
Washington wanted to recharge the
transatlantic alliance so that a
strong Europe could help the US on
its mission of  global “renewal”.

Speaking at a security conference
in Munich after months of  turmoil
in US-European relations sparked by
US President Donald Trump’s vows
to seize Greenland and his often deri-
sive remarks about US allies, Wash-
ington’s top diplomat struck a mark-
edly soothing tone.

“We do not seek to separate, but to
revitalise an old friendship and re-
new the greatest civilisation in hu-
man history,” Rubio said, calling for
“a reinvigorated alliance”.

“We want Europe to be strong,” Ru-
bio said, adding that the continent
and the US “belong together”. 

He echoed Trump administration’s
oft-stated assertion that immigra-
tion posed a threat, saying that
“mass migration” was “a crisis
which is transforming and des-
tabilising societies all
across the West.” He
said that Europe
and the US were
“heirs to the same
great and no-
ble civilisa-
tion” and

Europe, UK
Seek Closer
Ties a Decade
After Brexit

Munich: Ten years
after the referendum
that led to Brexit, Bri-
tain and the Europe-

an Union must close ranks in an
increasingly unstable world,
their leaders said on Saturday.

EU chief  Ursula von der Leyen
told the Munich Security Con-
ference that Europe and Britain
need to to cooperate more close-
ly on “security, on economy.. on
defending our democracies”.

“Europe and in particular the
UK should come closer together
.. 10 years on from Brexit our fu-
tures are as bound as ever,” she
told the Munich Security confer-
ence. British leader Keir Starm-
er said, “We are not at a cross-
roads: The road ahead is straight
and it is clear. We must build our
hard power, because that is the
currency of  the age,” he said,
calling for a building of  “a
shared industrial base across
Europe which can turbocharge
our defence production”.—AFP

not been decided. The comments fol-
lowed a visit to Caracas by Trump’s
energy secretary earlier this week
and came as his administration clear-
ed away additional US sanctions that
have blocked oil industry investment
in the South American country. On
Friday, the Treasury Department’s

AFP

Washington: US President Donald
Trump said on Friday he planned to
visit Venezuela and reiterated satis-
faction with its interim leader, as his
administration authorised five ma-
jor oil companies to operate in the
country.

“I’m going to make a visit to Vene-
zuela,” Trump told reporters on Fri-
day, while adding that the date had

Office of  Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) granted general licenses to
BP, Chevron, Eni, Repsol and Shell
“authorising transactions related to
oil or gas sector operations in Vene-
zuela,” with certain conditions.

The oil industry has expressed in-
terest in the petroleum-rich country,

Trump signals
Venezuela visit,
authorises 5 major oil
companies to operate

US Waives Venezuela Oil Sanctions 

iQube and the recently laun-
ched Orbiter, which targets a
different set of  buyers. In the
December 2025 quarter, the
company sold more than
100,000 electric scooters for the
first time, despite supply-side
disruptions earlier in the year.
Analysts say this highlights
the advantage of  TVS’s distri-
bution reach as volumes scale
up.

Bajaj Auto has also staged a
strong recovery after resolving
battery pack supply constra-
ints that had weighed on pro-
duction earlier. With output
ramped up, volumes reboun-
ded sharply in the December
quarter, helping Bajaj regain
the number-two position in the
electric scooter market. The
company has expanded the
Chetak range with a new entry-
level variant aimed at younger
buyers and women, broade-
ning its appeal while reinfor-
cing its positioning around re-
liability and value.

For startups though, growth
trajectories are becoming mo-
re differentiated. Ather Ener-
gy reported a particularly
strong December quarter, dri-
ven by rising demand for its
Rizta scooter and improving
operating leverage. Cofounder
and CEO Tarun Mehta told
analysts that expanding volu-
mes over recent quarters had
begun to unlock efficiencies,
supporting margins as de-
mand broadens.

Ola Electric’s sharper loss of

market share, however, high-
lights the growing execution
challenges in a more competiti-
ve market. Service scalability,
operational consistency and ri-
sing customer expectations are
increasingly shaping buyer
preferences, narrowing the ad-
vantage that early movers once
enjoyed. Other players such as
Hero Motocorp ‘s Vida and Am-
pere continue to scale, but at a
more measured pace than du-
ring the category’s early ex-
pansion.

Ravi Bhatia, president at Jato
Dynamics, said the next phase
of  growth will increasingly fa-
vour scale players.

The upcoming ABS mandate
is likely to raise vehicle costs,
disproportionately impacting
mid-range electric scooters.
“Large OEMs can absorb these
increases through scale and so-
urcing efficiencies, while smal-
ler startups may face margin
pressure. Although price-sen-
sitive rural demand could sof-
ten in the short term, higher sa-
fety standards are expected to
strengthen long-term consu-
mer confidence,” said Bhatia.

Electric two-wheelers still ac-
count for a relatively small sha-
re of  India’s overall two-whee-
ler market, but adoption conti-
nues to rise steadily. Growth is
being supported by improve-
ments in battery safety and du-
rability, expanding service and
dealer networks, and greater
confidence in resale value and
total cost of  ownership.

‘Consistency Matters’
As electric scooters move be-
yond novelty and into everyday
commuting, buyers are placing
greater emphasis on reliabili-
ty, service access and long-term
ownership costs, areas where
traditional original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) enjoy a
structural advantage.

“Being first mattered in the
early phase. Now consistency
matters more,” said an indust-
ry executive. “Legacy players
waited, built their supply cha-
ins and dealer readiness, and
are now scaling at the right ti-
me.”

By early 2026, the electric two-
wheeler market has clearly
transitioned from a startup-led
disruption phase to one domi-
nated by incumbents, particu-
larly TVS Motor and Bajaj Au-
to. Competition has intensifi-
ed, but the nature of  that com-
petition has changed, from
aggressive price-led expansion
to a focus on portfolio depth,
manufacturing stability and
customer experience.

TVS Motor has emerged as a
beneficiary of  this shift. Its
electric strategy combines ste-
ady capacity expansion with a
widening product portfolio, al-
lowing it to address multiple
customer segments. Speaking
after the company’s Q3 FY26 re-
sults, KN Radhakrishnan,
CEO and director of  TVS Mo-
tor, said demand remained
strong across both the flagship
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Easing Congestion
The fund will be operational
from FY26 to FY31, with an ex-
tendable implementation pe-
riod up to FY34.

It will be used to roll out budget
proposals related to positioning
cities as growth hubs, underta-
king creative redevelopment
projects, and strengthening wa-
ter and sanitation systems.

Information and broadcasting
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw sa-
id Friday that the launch follo-
wed “extensive consultations”
with states, explaining the gap
between the initial announce-
ment and formal approval.

In another key decision, the ca-
binet cleared construction of  a
15.79-kilometre road-cum-rail
tunnel under the Brahmaputra
in Assam at a cost of  ̀̀ 18,662 cro-
re under the engineering, procu-
rement and construction (EPC)
model. The project is expected to

cut travel time between key po-
ints in the region from about six
hours to 20 minutes, reducing
the travel distance from 240 km
to roughly 34 km. The govern-
ment also approved three natio-
nal highway projects with a
combined outlay of  over `̀11,000
crore. These include a 107.67-km,
four-lane highway in Gujarat to
be developed under HAM at a ca-
pital cost of  ̀̀ 4,583.64 crore.

Additionally, the cabinet clea-
red the upgradation of  a 154.635-
km highway stretch in Maha-
rashtra under the EPC mode at a
cost of  ̀̀ 3,320.38 crore. It also app-
roved the widening of  NH 167 in
Telangana, covering 80.01 km, at
a cost of  `̀3,175.08 crore under
HAM as part of  the NH (O) sche-
me. The National Highway Ori-
ginal programme pertains to ro-
ads not covered under various
umbrella projects.

In the rail sector, three multi-
tracking projects covering 12

districts across Delhi, Haryana,
Maharashtra and Karnataka
were approved at an estimated
cost of  `̀18,509 crore. The pro-
jects will add about 389 km to the
existing network of  Indian Rail-
ways.

The multi-tracking works are
scheduled for completion by
FY31 and are expected to genera-
te direct employment equiva-
lent to about 265,000 man days
during construction. The added
capacity is aimed at easing cong-
estion, improving freight move-
ment and enhancing overall
operational efficiency.

Urban transport also received
a boost with the approval of  an
11.6-km extension of  the Noida
Metro Rail Project from Noida
Sector 142 to Botanical Garden.
The elevated corridor will inclu-
de eight stations and, once ope-
rational, will take the total acti-
ve metro rail network in Noida
and Greater Noida to 61.62 km.
The extension is expected to im-
prove last-mile connectivity and
reduce road congestion in the
fast-growing NCR region.
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Tarique Rahman
Calls for Unity After
a Landslide Win

AFP

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s prime
minister-in-waiting Tarique
Rahman called on Saturday for
all to remain united and dedicat-
ed his sweeping win to those who
“sacrificed for democracy”.

Rahman’s Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) won a landslide
victory in the elections on Thurs-
day, the first since a deadly 2024
uprising ousted the iron-fisted
rule of  Sheikh Hasina.

The BNP alliance won 212 seats,
compared with 77 for the Jamaat-
e-Islami-led alliance, according
to the Electoral Commission.

“Our paths and opinions may
differ, but in the interest of  the
country, we must remain united,”
Rahman said in his first speech
since the election.

“I firmly believe that national
unity is a collective strength,
while division is a weakness.”

Jamaat chief  Shafiqur Rah-
man, 67, had initially alleged “in-
consistencies and fabrications”
in the vote, but earlier on Satur-
day he conceded, and said he
would “serve as a vigilant, princi-
pled, and peaceful opposition”.

Hasina’s Awami League party
was barred from taking part.

The success of  BNP chief  Rah-
man, 60, marks a remarkable
turnaround for a man who only
returned to Bangladesh in De-
cember after 17 years in exile in
Britain, far from Dhaka’s politi-
cal storms.

His father, president Ziaur Rah-
man, was assassinated in 1981,
while his mother, Khaleda Zia,
served three terms as prime min-
ister and dominated national pol-

BNP alliance secured 212 seats, far ahead of
Jamaat-e-Islami–led alliance, which won 77 

ing out against the clerical authorities at a fu-
neral ceremony. She spent time on hunger
strike earlier this month and had been hospi-
talised before being returned to prison.

The Norwegian Nobel Committee said this
week it was “deeply appalled” by reports de-
tailing “physical abuse and ongoing life-
threatening mistreatment” of  Mohammadi
both during her arrest and in detention. 

Nobel Prize Winner Transferred
to Prison in Northern Iran 
Paris: Iranian authorities have, without pri-
or warning, transferred Nobel Peace Prize
winner Narges Mohammadi to a prison in the
north of  the country as concern grows over
her health, her husband said on Saturday.

Mohammadi, who won the peace prize in
2023 in recognition for more than two decades
of  campaigning, was arrested on December
12 in the eastern city of  Mashhad after speak-

FOLLOWING BANGLADESH ELECTIONS 

DHAKA Bangladesh
President Mo-
hammed Shahabud-

din is expected to administer
the oath of office to the new
cabinet of Tarique Rahman
within next four days, officials
said on Saturday. The BNP
leader is set to become the
prime minister, replacing the
interim government chief
Muhammad Yunus. — PTI

Cabinet Oath
in Next Four
Days: Official

WASHINGTON: Anthropic’s AI model Claude was
used in the US military’s operation to capture
former Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro,
the Wall Street Journal reported on Friday. 
Claude’s deployment came via Anthropic’s
partnership with data firm Palantir Technol-

ogies, whose platforms are widely used by the Defense De-
partment and federal law enforcement, it said. — Reuters

‘US Used Anthropic’s Claude During Raid’ 
while cautioning that the timeframe
for investment depended on having
clear rules after expropriations by
earlier governments.

The two-page general licence is-
sued by OFAC requires any pay-
ments in oil and gas royalties go to ac-
counts designated by the US Treasu-
ry Department, which is consistent
with Trump administration state-
ments that Washington will manage
assets in custody for the benefit of  Ve-
nezuela.

Trump and top appointees like En-
ergy Secretary Chris Wright have
been blunt in characterising Wash-
ington as a party controlling Vene-
zuela’s oil resources for the foreseea-
ble future. A second OFAC licence is-
sued on Friday permits companies to
negotiate for potential contracts “for
certain investment in Venezuela”. 

itics for decades. “Freedom lov-
ing pro-democracy people of  the
country have once again brought
victory to the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party,” he added, in an
initial speech in English, before
switching to Bangla.

Marco Rubio
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